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LAST THREE 
SCHOOLS OPEN

The St. Mary’s Secondary opened briefly but was forced to close to facilitate 
preparations to classrooms and the school yard in order to comfortably and safely 
accommodate teachers and students. The school will resume classes today.

Story on Page 3Story on Page 3
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The central government has 
renewed its commitment to 
lift Barbuda out of economic 
stagnancy and improve the 
standard of living of its peo-
ple.

The commitment comes 
from Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne who said despite 
the resistance of the Barbuda 
Council, his administration is 
focused on one goal: moving 
Barbuda forward.

“We are not bringing de-
velopment to Barbuda be-
cause we are interested in 
the politics of the island. We 
are interested in winning the 
Barbuda seat or to control 
the council. Our objective is 
to ensure that we empower 
the Barbuda people and that 
is why we continue to do the 
necessary things to bring the 
island forward,” Browne stat-
ed.

He accused the Barbuda 
People’s Movement (BPM) 
controlled Barbuda Council 
of misdirecting its energy 
into resisting all efforts to 
bring development to the is-
land and its people in order to 
secure its political standing. 

Browne accused sever-
al persons aligned with the 
BPM, including Barbuda’s 
parliamentary representative, 
Trevor Walker, of being un-
able to offer sound leadership 
to the people of Barbuda. 

He pointed to the fact, 
however, that the majority 
of the workforce on Barbuda 
is employed by the Barbuda 
Council and may therefore 
feel obligated to vote for the 
BPM when Council elections 
are held.

Despite the resistance from 
the players on Barbuda, 
Browne has said his govern-
ment remains determined that 
development must come to 
Barbuda. 

“We can’t treat our sister is-
land and our brothers and sis-
ters as though they are second 
class citizens and leave them 
to languish. We must make 
sure there is corresponding 
development in Barbuda so 
that we can bring the island 
forward. It would be criminal 
negligence if we were to do 
otherwise,” he declared.

The prime minister ex-
pressed confidence that in 
time, those now protesting 
development on Barbuda will 
change their position and ex-
tend gratitude to his adminis-

tration for remaining stead-
fast in pursuing its plans to 
develop Barbuda. 

The government’s vi-
sion for Barbuda includes a 
$25 million project which 
will convert Barbuda into a 
‘green’ island with a signifi-
cant portion of its energy sup-
ply coming from renewable 
sources. According to Prime 
Minister Browne, this project 
will commence in 2021.

The prime minister’s com-
ments came against the back-
drop of another disturbance 
on Barbuda on Friday which 
resulted in the arrest of two 
members of the BPM. They 
were part of a group that was 
planning a blockade of the 
Peace Love and Harmony 
(PLH) Project.

In response to this news, 
Browne reiterated his earlier 
warning that he will increase 
the presence of national secu-
rity forces on the island if the 
BPM controlled Council and 
its supporters continue to en-
gage in ‘lawlessness’.

“When it comes to the rule 
of law, I have made the point 
time and again, that this is 
something upon which I will 
not relent. I have said it be-
fore and I am saying it again, 
if we have to send more law 
enforcement officers to the 
island, including the ABDF, 
to maintain law and order, we 
are going to do so. We will 
not sit idly by while Trevor 
Walker and others plunge 
Barbuda into chaos and con-
fusion.”

Local News
Renewed commitment to lift 
Barbuda out of the doldrums 
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The entire education 

plant in Antigua and Bar-
buda has been restored for 
the 2020-21 school year 
with the last three schools 
having opened their doors 
today.

This is according to Di-
rector of Education, Clare 
Browne, who reported that 
the St. Mary’s Secondary, 
Sir McChesney George in 
Barbuda and School for 
the Deaf will resume class-
es today.

The St. Mary’s Second-
ary opened briefly but was 
forced to close to facili-
tate preparations to class-
rooms and the school yard 
in order to comfortably 
and safely accommodate 
teachers and students.

Late Sunday afternoon, 
Director Browne received 
word from the school’s 
principal that the contrac-
tor had completed the work 
necessary to allow for reg-
ular school to resume. 

“The air condition sys-
tem is in place, the elec-
tricity fully functioning, 
the water stations are in 
place and all systems are 
go for the start of classes 
today,” he revealed.

The School for the Deaf, 
began classes today with 
eleven of its eighteen stu-
dents. 

Previously, the school 
catered to the needs of sev-
enteen students but they 
are joined by a new student 
who has enrolled this year. 

“Two new classrooms 
are being built with the 
help of the Rotary Club. 

These classrooms are near-
ing completion and we ex-
pect them to go into use in 
short order,” the Director 
of Education announced.

The Sir McChesney 
George school on Barbuda 
was also set to start class-
es, according to Browne, 
who spoke with principal, 
John Mussington, last Fri-
day. 

That school also under-
went renovations in prepa-
ration for the start of class-
es.

While construction is not 
fully completed, a team 
composed of a representa-
tive from the Ministry of 
Education and two mem-
bers of the Barbuda Coun-
cil, agreed that classes 
could resume today. 

Form Five students met 
for orientation today. Low-
er forms will also partici-
pate in orientations con-
cluding with Form One on 
Friday. 

In class tutoring begins 
next Monday on a six day 
cycle.

Now two weeks into the 
new school year, Browne 

said he is satisfied with the 
operations of the education 
plant. 

“Things are going gen-
erally well so far as the 
principals and the teachers 
have been doing an excel-
lent job. 

“Our greatest challenge 
has to do with ensuring 
that social distancing is 
maintained. This consti-
tutes most of the reports 
reaching my desk and it 
remains a challenge,” he 
remarked.

The Director acknowl-
edged, however, that the 
adjustments in a time of 
COVID-19 will be difficult 
for the students especially 
earlier on in the term. 

“It has been a cultural 
shift from a place of inter-
action to one of near iso-
lation. I have personally 
visited several schools and 
there are no reports regard-
ing the wearing of face 
masks but social distanc-

ing is the primary issue,” 
he recalled.

So far, according to the 
Director Browne, nine stu-
dents have been approved 
for homeschool after ap-
propriate education plans 
were submitted to the min-
istry. 

Another seven have 
been tentatively approved 
subject to the submission 
and approval of education 
plans. 

Three applications were 
withdrawn after the par-
ents of those children de-
cided to have them return 
to a traditional classroom 
setting.

Browne also remarked 
that he was pleased with 
the ministry’s response to 
the coronavirus pandemic 
as stakeholders in educa-
tion rose to the occasion 
after being forced to devise 
a creative approach to this 
unexpected and unprece-
dented challenge.

Last three schools open today

Director of Education, Clare 
Browne
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The Antigua and Barbuda 
Workers Union (ABWU) 
has convened its 54th an-
nual Delegates’ Conference 
today. 

The body has come to-
gether with the COVID-19 
pandemic foremost in its 
discussions as it has deci-
mated the employment of 
thousands of its members. 

ABWU General Secre-
tary, David Massiah, said 
the union has been forced to 
scale down the conference, 
which is normally held over 
two days, to a single day of 
condensed discussions. This 

year, the union will forego 
customary opening formali-
ties and go directly into the 
business session.

“We will review develop-
ments within the union from 
last September to present 
including meeting some of 
our legal obligations such 
as the presentation of our 
financial report which then 
goes to the Labour Depart-
ment. We will also look at 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and the impact it has had on 
our membership especially 
those in the hotel sector,” he 
stated.

The ABWU wants to un-
derstand the full weight of 
the pandemic’s effect on 
the national, regional and 
international communities. 
To help them understand the 
issue, the union has invited 
the Deputy Governor of the 
Eastern Caribbean Central 
Bank, Trevor Brathwaite, 
provide an overview of the 
current economic climate 
and make predictions re-
garding the future.

“We wanted to invite 
someone with the knowhow 
and expertise to advise us of 
what the future is likely to 
hold for us in Antigua and 
Barbuda and the rest of the 
region. 

“As a union, we have been 
forward thinking in our out-
look and that is why we are 
a highly regarded force in 
the labour industry,” Massi-
ah stated.

In addition to the chal-
lenges of the coronavirus 
pandemic which resulted 

in thousands of the union’s 
members losing their jobs, 
primarily in the hotel sector, 
significant losses also re-
sulted from the breakdown 
of LIAT.

The union boss explained 
that because of local labour 
laws, many workers were 
paid off by their employers. 
Consequently, Massiah is 
suggesting that it is unlike-
ly that hotels will rebound 
quickly after some normal-
cy returns to international 
travel.

Meanwhile, today’s con-
ference is the body’s first 
gathering since the death 
of one of its founding fa-
thers, Sir Keithlyn Smith 
on 3rd July. The ABWU 
was formed in 1967. Sir 
Keithlyn, while diminutive 
in stature, was a giant in the 
national trade union and la-
bour movements.

The conference is expect-
ed to decide on a fitting trib-
ute to the late trade unionist.

ABWU holds scaled 
down conference today

ABWU General Secretary, David Massiah
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Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Min-
ister, Gaston Browne, wants to see the 
Commonwealth Caribbean territories 
strengthen their ties with India with 
whom he says they share common ties.

Browne, who has predicted that In-
dia will become the third largest glob-
al economy within five to ten years, is 
urging the region to look toward India 
as a development partner.

“Within the next five years, certainly 
not more than ten years, India will be-
come the third largest economy in the 
world. 

“Mark my word! India is the coun-
try that the Caribbean region should be 
looking towards to develop stronger 
relations. 

“My view is that India will not only 
become the most populous country 
in the world, but it will have a bigger 
economy as well,” he forecast. 

Based on the prediction surrounding 
India’s economic expansion and dom-
inance, Browne feels that the Asian 
nation is best positioned to strengthen 
south-south cooperation and to help 
Caribbean nations build their capacity 

in several areas.
“India has its own problems, includ-

ing a significant amount of poverty 
and the focus would be lifting the In-
dian people out of poverty, but while 
they do so they will be in a position to 
help other countries. 

“That is the model that China adopt-
ed. China lifted its people out of pov-
erty over several decades, but it also 
helped other developing countries here 
in the Caribbean, Africa and elsewhere 
build capacity,” said PM Browne.

As a foreign policy strategy, Browne 
is recommending that Antigua and 
Barbuda and its neighbours in the Ca-
ribbean, should seek to form stronger 
ties with India. 

“We should be giving ties with In-
dia significant priority as we cultivate 
closer ties both bilaterally and multi-
laterally,” he declared.

Prime Minister Browne said he al-
ready enjoys ‘very warm’ relations 
with the Indian Prime Minister, Nar-
endra Modi.

The Commonwealth Caribbean ter-
ritories form part of the former British 

colonies that maintain a relationship 
through the Commonwealth. India and 
these territories also share a strong 
passion for cricket.

Another country which Browne be-
lieves the region should pay attention 
to is Indonesia, a south-eastern Asian 
country, which has also shown signs 
that it is on its way to becoming a 
global economic power.

Prime Minister Browne wants 
stronger India/CARICOM ties

Prime Minister, Gaston Browne, left, 
shakes hands with Indian Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi.

The China Civil En-
gineering Construction 
Corporation (CCECC) is 
constructing its regional 
headquarters here in Anti-
gua. 

CCECC is behind several 
major projects in Antigua 
and Barbuda, including the 
V. C. Bird International 
Airport terminal building.

Prime Minister Gaston 

Browne confirmed the de-
velopment after he posted 
a photo on social media re-
cently.

“China Construction de-
sign concept for its Carib-
bean Headquarters. The 
government sold them five 
acres of land at $10.00 per 
square foot to facilitate the 
construction of their head-
quarters located at the back 

of Sir Viv Richards Stadi-
um,” said the photo’s cap-
tion. 

The announcement 
comes in the midst of heat-
ed nationwide speculation 
over development that has 
begun in the area north of 
the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium. 

Concerning the sale 
of land to CCECC, PM 

Browne continued, “My 
government transferred a 
total of ten acres of land 
to Chinese interests.  Five 
of the ten acres were a gift 
to the People’s Repub-
lic of China to conduct a 
US$23M embassy and res-
idence. It’s not unusual for 
countries to build embassy 
buildings in foreign coun-

Chinese firm chooses Antigua 
for regional headquarters 

cont’d on pg 7



MONDAY 21ST  SEPTEMBER  2020

PAGE 6 Local News



MONDAY 21ST  SEPTEMBER  2020

PAGE 7Local News
Prime Minister Gaston Browne, 

and his wife, Housing Minister, Maria 
Browne have announced the birth of 
their second child, Peace-Marie Xandra 
Browne. 

The Housing Minister announced her 
safe delivery via a social media post on 
Saturday afternoon. 

“Happy to announce the arrival of our 
sweet baby girl, Peace-Marie Xandra 
Browne, born 18th September 2020. 
God has truly blessed us and we are 
so very thankful for all of your prayers 
and kind words. Prince & Peace ... our 
hearts are full,” Minister Browne’s brief 
announcement stated.

Prime Minister Browne also took to 
social media to indicate that both the 
baby and his wife were healthy and do-
ing well. He also thanked well-wishers 
for their kind words and support. 

Executive Assistant to the Minister, 

Nadine Armstrong, also reached out to 
PointeXpress to extend congratulations 
to the couple on behalf of her secretar-
iat. 

“Throughout the pandemic and 
Minister Browne’s maternity, she has 
constantly communicated with and 
managed the operations of both her 

constituency and ministry,” Ms. Arm-
strong said. 

Armstrong continued, “Minister 
Browne was committed to ensuring 
families within her constituency re-
ceived support for back to school. 
Through her, we were able to distrib-
ute 116 pairs of school shoes, over 150 
school bags and other essential school 
supplies. She has pushed for the current 
road works within the constituency to 
continue and earlier this month initiat-
ed a once weekly hot meal programme. 
Clearing of empty lots and lands in the 
wake of hurricane season was also on 
her priority list,” the Armstrong re-
vealed. 

In conjunction with Daryl George of 
Total Imports, Minister Browne also or-
ganized  the distribution of cleaning and 
sanitizing products to nursing homes in 
her constituency, St. John’s Rural East.

‘First Family’ welcomes a baby girl 

Prime Minister Gaston Browne, and his 
wife, Housing Minister, Maria Browne

tries. We also sold five acres 
to China Construction to 
build their headquarters for 
the Caribbean here in Anti-
gua. The presence of China 
Construction will result in 
a transfer of technology to 
locals and the development 
of a building construction 
export market.”

The country’s leader 
went on to say that CCECC 
has been conducting busi-
ness in Antigua and Barbu-
da for well over ten years. 

“China construction has 
been operating in Antigua 
for over a decade and is 
responsible for the con-
struction of the airport, 
new cargo port facilities, 
and several other build-
ings gifted by the People’s 
Republic of China to the 

government of Antigua and 
Barbuda,” Browne said on 
Facebook. 

Ground was broken on 
the project on September 
16th. It is expected that it 
will be completed in eight 
to ten months. The project 
will include a corporate 
office building, housing 
quarters and recreational 
facility. 

In 2018, during high lev-
el talks with the Chinese 
diplomatic core and the 
president of the China Civ-
il Engineering Construc-
tion Company (CCECC), 
Prime Minister Browne 
recommended that because 
of the CCECC’s strong ties 
with the people and Gov-
ernment of Antigua and 
Barbuda, Antigua would be 
the ideal location for its re-

gional headquarters. 
According to reports, 

CCECC has been listed 
among the world’s top 100 
international contractors 
for seventeen consecutive 
years by the Engineering 
News Record “ENR”.  

According to ARUP, an 

international independent 
firm of designers, planners, 
engineers, architects, con-
sultants and technical spe-
cialists, “CCECC has now 
established resident offic-
es or project management 
headquarters in 101 coun-
tries around the world.”

cont’d from pg 5
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Twenty-three young mu-

sicians will receive schol-
arships which have been 
secured by the Antigua and 
Barbuda Youth Symphony 
Orchestra (ABYSO). The 
scholarships will support 
private tuition for some re-
cipients and the cost of sit-
ting private examinations for 
others. 

The announcement of the 
scholarships were made 
during the recently held 
ABYSO Scholarships Virtu-
al Awards Ceremony.  

Offering the keynote ad-
dress, Governor General, 
H.E. Sir Rodney Williams, 
who along with his wife, 
Lady Sandra Williams, are 
the ABYSO’s patrons, not-
ed the significant increase in 
awards compared to the pre-
vious year when nine schol-
arships were presented. 

The top award was present-
ed to fifteen-year-old Daniel 
McIntosh for exemplary re-

cords in all core areas of the 
ABYSO. 

The Patron’s Award was 
sponsored by the Halo Foun-
dation Inc., a charity founded 
and chaired by Lady Wil-
liams, the Governor Gener-
al’s Goodwill Emissary. 

The ABYSO’s benefac-
tors, who hail from several 
local and  international orga-
nizations, were commended 

highly for their unstinting 
support for local music and 
youth development.

ABYSO Director and 
Chairperson of the Schol-
arship Committee, Gaye 
Hechme, explained the 
scholarship cycle which in-
cludes the submission of 
applications drawn from the 
ABYSO and ABYSO Junior 
programmes, to the care-

ful review and selection of 
awardees and close monitor-
ing of their progress during 
implementation. 

The 12 month long schol-
arships will be supervised by 
the committee to ensure that 
students not only receive the 
best quality of instruction but 
are also inspired to perform 
to the best of their ability. 

“We want the young people 
to enjoy their music making 
but also recognise that this 
comes with discipline and 
sacrifice,” Hechme stated.

ABYSO Director responsi-
ble for fundraising, Eurileen 
Thibou, advised the awardees 
that the scholarships present 
a multitude of opportunities 
to develop their true potential 
in music as well as other as-
pects of their lives. 

Father of the famous Kan-
neh-Mason musical family, 
Stuart Mason, was also on 
hand to encourage the young 
scholars. Orena Charles 
expressed appreciation to 
the donors on behalf of the 
awardees’ parents.

ABTB HERE

Young music lovers get scholarships 

Screenshot of the ABYSO Scholarships Virtual Awards Ceremony
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While one new 

COVID-19 case was con-
firmed in Antigua and 
Barbuda over the week-
end, authorities say there 
are no clusters of infec-
tion occurring.

Health officials report 
that there is little evidence 
to suggest that there is 
significant community 
spread of the virus. 

The patient in this new 
case is reportedly asymp-
tomatic.

The immediate family 
members of the individ-
ual have since been test-
ed and have all returned 
‘negative’ test results. 
The contact tracing team 
investigating the case has 
so far been unable to de-
termine the source of the 
patient’s infection.

The patient is said to 

have attended a party 
however it could not be 
ascertained whether they 
became infected there.

One senior govern-
ment official is calling on 
members of society to re-
main vigilant and to prac-
tice the health protocols 
outlined by the Ministry 
of Health. 

“While there may not be 
any laboratory confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in 
the country, we cannot 
say that there is no pres-
ence of the virus in the 
society,” the official ex-
plained.

Last week, the Pan 
American Health Organ-
isation (PAHO) upgraded 
Antigua and Barbuda’s 
ranking on the corona-
virus measurement from 
‘cluster’ to ‘sporadic’.

Antigua and Barbuda is in 
no rush to become a repub-
lic which would mean the 
removal of Queen Elizabeth 
II as the country’s Head of 
State.

This is the view of Infor-
mation Minister, Melford 
Nicholas, who added that 
although Antigua and Bar-
buda will likely examine 
the possibility of becoming 
a republic in the future, now 
is not that time.

“I don’t know that there 
is an appetite for that at this 
time. I believe we should 
remain focused on the task 
at hand; the rekindling of 
the national economy that 

the country enjoyed prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” 
Nicholas told reporters.

Nicholas added that there 
would need to be a pro-
gramme of public education 
before moving to replace 
the constitutional monarchy 
now in place with a repub-
lican system of government.

Nicholas’s response was 
prompted by questions 
raised by reporters concern-
ing Barbados’ recent an-
nouncement that it will take 
steps to become a republic 
November 30th 2021, its in-
dependence day.

Wishing Barbados well in 
its decision, Nicholas noted 

that there are already three 
republics in the Common-
wealth Caribbean; Trinidad 
and Tobago, Guyana and 
Dominica.

“These things are more 

symbolic, spiritual and emo-
tional rather than changing 
anything in real terms in the 
way that our public admin-
istration is done,” Nicholas 
concluded.

Nicholas: Republic? Not Yet!

One new case of COVID-19, no clusters
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It’s common knowledge 
that smoking, teeth grinding, 
and sloppy dental hygiene 
can negatively impact the 
health of your mouth, but 
they’re not the only behav-
iors that can spell trouble for 
your teeth and gums. Other 
habits that are mentioned 
below can cause problems 
for your teeth.

Seven things that may 
possibly damage the teeth.

 
1. Using your teeth as tools
Do you tear open bags of 

potato chips, or twist off 
bottle caps with your teeth? 
Using your mouth in lieu of 
a pair of scissors or a bottle 
opener might seem like a 
convenient shortcut, but it 
could actually land you in 
the dentist‘s chair. 

“You shouldn’t use your 
teeth to open bottles, or to 
rip open packages. There’s 
the potential to fracture a 
tooth. If you’re using a back 
tooth, you could damage a 
filling or crown.” 

Tooth chips, cracks, and 
fractures can create open-
ings for tooth decay to take 
hold. In serious cases, a bro-

ken tooth may have to be 
permanently removed, and 
replaced with a dental im-
plant.

 
 2. Tongue, lip or cheek 

piercings
Facial piercings might be 

trendy when you’re young-
er, but the health concerns 
that they spark are not. Stud 
or ring piercings can create 
complications such as infec-
tion, bleeding and swelling 
of the tongue, or nearby tis-
sues. 

Tongue, cheek or lip jew-

ellery can cause ‘chronic 
injury to adjacent teeth and 
mucosa (inside of cheeks, 
lips, taste buds), including 
tooth fracture, and gum re-
cession, which can lead to 
tooth loss.’ 

Individuals with oral jew-
elry must be extra careful to 
avoid the damage that biting 
a piercing can cause, and 
should discuss oral manage-
ment with their dentist.

 
 3. Playing sports without 

a mouth guard
It’s common to see profes-

sional athletes in football, 
hockey and boxing wearing 
mouth guards, but oral pro-
tection is also important for 
recreational athletes of all 
ages. 

In any sport where you 
could potentially be hit in 
the face, a mouth guard 
is a good thing. Different 
styles of mouth guards are 
available, ranging from the 

cheapest option – ‘boil-and-
bite’ mouth guards that you 
can make at home with DIY 
kits – to customized guards 
created by your dentist. 

This version is pricier, but 
offers an exact fit as well 
as comfort and protection.  
Put your money where your 
mouth is – the cost of fixing 
damaged teeth will be con-
siderably higher than the 
price of a mouth guard.

 4. Chewing ice cubes
Crunching ice cubes can 

chip away at the enamel of 
your teeth, or cause a tooth 
to break. 

And if your mouth is home 
to several fillings, an icy 
snack can be even more per-
ilous. If a tooth has a filling, 
its strength is compromised 
to a degree. If you chomp 
down on ice, you could 
damage the tooth.

 
5. Sucking on throat loz-

Habits that harm your Teeth
Dental Corner

cont’d on pg 15
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When a cold or sore throat strikes, 
the first line of defense is often a cough 
drop, but tossing back lozenges can set 
you up for tooth decay. Despite being 
considered medicinal, some cough 
drops are loaded with sugar. 

If you’re continually sucking on loz-
enges, you’ll have a high level of sug-
ar in your mouth. Sugary foods con-
tribute to tooth decay. To spare your 
smile – and relieve uncomfortable cold 
symptoms – read the ingredient labels 
on lozenges to find a brand that’s low 
in sugar.

 
6. Bleaching your teeth despite irri-

tation
Bleaching your teeth either at home, 

or in the dentist’s office – is a safe way 

to achieve a bright, white smile, how-
ever, science has yet to figure out how 
much whitening is too much. 

It’s believed that excessive bleach-
ing could cause tooth pitting and nerve 
damage, but additional research is 
needed to confirm these complications. 

In the meantime, it’s important for 
users to note that even when bleaching 
instructions are followed, some irrita-
tion of gum tissue, and tooth sensitivity 
could occur. 

The key is to stop the bleaching pro-
cess if these side effects don’t subside. 
To lower your risk of further compli-
cations, see your dentist for advice on 
how to proceed.

7. Brushing immediately after con-
suming acidic foods

If you’re consuming food and drink 

that is acidic, such as orange juice, it 
can contribute to a softening of tooth 
structure. 

If you immediately brush your teeth, 
the abrasion of the toothbrush on the 
softened enamel can cause some dam-
age. To avoid this risk, wait for about 
30 minutes before brushing your teeth. 
This time frame gives the saliva in your 
mouth a chance to wash away lurking 
food debris and acids. Can’t wait 30 
minutes? Chew sugarless gum. It will 
stimulate saliva production and help 
freshen your breath until you can brush 
your teeth.  If in doubt always consult 
your dentist.

Jammula&Associates 
Antigua Dentistry

562-4972/5972
Facebook: jammulaandassociates

www.antiguadentistry.com

cont’d from pg 14
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(nowgrenada) Following 
an election on 16 September 
2020, Roderick St Clair, cur-
rent General Manager of the 
Grenada Cooperative Nut-
meg Association (GCNA), 
received the nod of farmers 
and fisherfolk to succeed Dr 
Dunstan Campbell, as their 
representative in the Upper 
House of Parliament.

Campbell recently re-
signed, citing medical rea-
sons. The Office of the Prime 
Minister collaborated with 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Lands in facilitating an 
election to fill the position. 

A representative from each 
organisation present at the 
meeting was asked to submit 
names of nominees. Each 
organisation was allowed a 
maximum of 2 nominees, 
which was seconded. 

The nominees were then 
asked to indicate whether 
they are interested in serving. 
This was followed by a total 
of 17 votes being cast by pri-
vate ballots, in the presence 
of the Lead Elections Offi-
cer, Fitzroy James.

The election, which was 

held at the Trade Centre An-
nex, saw a total of 8 farmers 
and fisheries organisations 
casting their votes for the 2 
nominees, Roderick St Clair 
and Jason Philip, President 
of the Grenada Association 
of Poultry Producers. St Clair 
amassed 10 votes, which put 
him 3 points ahead of his op-
ponent, to be elected as the 
new representative.

The name of the newly 
elected representative will 
now have to be sent to the 

Prime Minister for consid-
eration, in accordance with 
Section 24 (2c) of the Grena-
da Constitution.

Along with the setting up 
of an office to have the rep-
resentative interface with 
farmers and fisherfolk, St 
Clair is hoping to encourage 
the consumption of more lo-
cal produce. 

“We need to address, from 
a national level, how does 
the farmer and his products 
become more consumable 

locally. We need to push that, 
so that our local farmers can 
get their products sold inside 
of here and utilised. 

“Right now, boat into Trin-
idad is off. How does the 
farmer survive in this time? 
So, we need to be able to 
help drive the local con-
sumption,” he stated.

The issue of food safety 
and the ability of farmers to 
ensure that their produce is 
free of harmful chemicals is 
also on the agenda for the 
representative. “The issue of 
food safety is very import-
ant. 

“A lot of persons are get-
ting sick from eating food 
with all different chemicals. 
How do we, as farmers, be-
come more responsible in 
the practices that we are in-
volved in, so that we can be 
able to access international 
markets. We have to have 
different arrangements,” he 
remarked.

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture expresses its gratitude 
to all farmers and fisherfolk 
who participated in the pro-
cess.

Roderick St Clair

Farmers and Fisherfolk elect 
representative to serve in Senate
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(Newsday TT) Strong 
winds have blown off the 
rooftops of several homes in 
south and central Trinidad 
on Saturday morning. 

There have also been sev-
eral flash flooding reports, 
and residents are bracing 
for the worst if heaving rain 
continues. 

There were also reports of 
flooding in east Trinidad in 
Five Rivers, Bon Air West, 
and Tacarigua.

In one case, a house is 
said to have collapsed at 
Gasparillo due to rapid land 
movements.

Couva/Tabaquite/Talpa-
ro Regional Corporation 
(CTTRC) chairman Henry 
Awong said members of the 
disaster management unit 
were out in the field assess-
ing the situation.

“We have a team on the 
ground. Roofs were blown 
off at Caratal Road in Gas-
parillo, Rose Hill in Claxton 
Bay, Balmain in Couva, and 
at Indian Trial. A tree fell at 
Carli Bay. So far, we have 

no reports of flooding,” 
Awong said by phone.

Shortly after 10 am, TT 
Weather Centre reported 
on its Facebook page that 
Antilles Trace, San Franci-
que, Penal was impassable 
to most vehicles. The cen-
tre advised people to avoid 
travelling that route.

Barrackpore West coun-
cillor Nicholas Kanhai told 
Newsday he got several 

flash flooding reports and 
visited some of the areas.

Areas affected includ-
ed Rochard Road in Bar-
rackpore, Papourie Road 
in Lower Barrackpore, and 
parts of Mohess Road in Pe-
nal.

“The water went down, 
but if the rain continues, 
things will worsen. The sun 
was hot, then the weather 
changed, and rain started,” 

Kanhai said.
“We (Penal/ Debe Region-

al Corporation) are monitor-
ing the situation. For three 
hours, it has been raining. 
Usually, when the rain falls 
like this, we feel the effects 
the day after when wa-
ter from as far as Moruga 
reaches Penal/ Debe.”

So far, there were no re-
ports of loss of lives of an-
imals.

Rooftops blown off, flash 
flooding across Trinidad
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(CARICOM Today) Sec-
retary-General of the Ca-
ribbean Community (CAR-
ICOM) Ambassador Irwin 
LaRocque had fruitful dis-
cussions with United States 
Secretary of State Mr Mi-
chael Pompeo at the CAR-
ICOM Secretariat Head-
quarters, Turkeyen, Guyana 
on Friday 18 September.

The discussions included 
exchanges on the Covid-19 
Pandemic and the severe 
economic fall-out being 
experienced by CARICOM 
Member States, the renew-
al of the Caribbean Basin 
Trade and Partnership Act 
(CBPTA), the de-risking 
of regional banks by US 
financial institutions and 
co-operation under the Ca-
ribbean Basin Security Ini-
tiative (CBSI).

The Secretary-Gener-

al took the opportunity to 
thank Mr Pompeo for the 
response by him and US 
Treasury Secretary Mr 
Steve Mnuchin to the is-
sues raised in a letter to 

them by the then Chair of 
the Community, the Hon-
ourable Mia Mottley, Prime 
Minister of Barbados earli-
er this year. The Commu-
nity sought US support for 

initiatives to assist in com-
batting among other things, 
the economic fall-out from 
the pandemic.

Ambassador LaRocque 
emphasised the need for 
CARICOM Member States 
to have access to conces-
sional development financ-
ing which is denied to them 
due to the criteria applied 
of GDP per capita and the 
classification of Member 
States as middle income in 
that context. 

This access, he noted, 
was critical as the Region 
sought to emerge from 
the grave economic crisis 
brought on by Covid-19 as 
well as to build resilience 
to natural disasters.

United States Secretary of State Mr Michael Pompeo and Secretary-General of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) Ambassador Irwin LaRocque

CARICOM Secretary General 
holds fruitful discussions 

with US Secretary of State
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(iwnsvg) A 4-year-old 
boy in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines died around 
midday Friday, two days 
after being treated at a pub-
lic healthcare facility for 
suspected dengue infection.

A source with knowledge 
of the case told iWitness 
News that the child had 
been treated at a polyclinic 
then discharged.

While dengue, a mosqui-
to- borne viral disease, has 
not been confirmed as hav-
ing caused or contributed 
to the death of the child, the 
death comes as the nation 
is in the midst of a dengue 
outbreak that has largely 
affected children and teen.

On Sept. 2, the number of 
laboratory confirmed cases 
of dengue stood at 184, up 
from 74 just one week ear-
lier, on Aug. 25.

“So we see that over the 
last week or so we’ve had 
quiet a significant increase 
in the number of laboratory 
confirmed cases,” Tamara 
Bobb, an epidemiologist at 
the Ministry of Health told 
VC3’s Round Table Talk.

Bobb said that as of the 
date of the show, Sept. 2, 
62% of the reported cases 
had been hospitalised.

 “In terms of dengue hae-
morrhagic, we have just 
recorded about one, one or 
two cases. So I would say 
the major have been mostly 
mild,” she said, adding that 

no death had been recorded 
thus far.

“To date, we have not-
ed quite a few infections 
in children,” Bobb said. 
“… we have as young as 1 
month old. Zero to 15 years 
old, we have about 45% of 
the cases are in that partic-
ular age group,” Bobb said.

She ntoed that school had 
been closed fror an extend-
ed period — from March to 
September – because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We have been encourag-
ing persons to stay at home. 
But the thing is, the mos-
quito loves to be around the 
home, it loves to be wher-
ever there is fresh water.

“So our children are at 
home but they are at risk 
now because they are 
around the mosquito for 
longer periods of time so 
there is more opportuni-

ty for them to get bitten,” 
Bobb said.

Speaking on the same 
programme, physician Jer-
rol Thompson, an infec-
tious disease expert, said 
that children are more sus-
ceptible to dengue.

He said he was happy that 
children were returning to 
school after a long break as 
a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I am glad that they are 
going to get their tempera-
ture taken and so forth 
because that’s the way in 
which we are going to pick 
this up and early cases,” 
Thompson said.

“The thing is that this 
is different from COVID 
where being [in the pres-
ence of] somebody you 
could pass it on,” he said.

[With dengue,] it is a 
mosquito that’s doing that 

job and that’s the whole 
thing. How do you prevent 
the mosquito from affecting 
you and how do you get rid 
of it in your environment?”

The last major dengue 
outbreak in SVG was in 
2014, when there were 
about 240 cases.

Thompson said he is con-
vinced that most of the na-
tion’s young children have 
not been exposed to pre-
vious outbreaks and are, 
therefore, more susceptible. 

“They wouldn’t have any 
antibodies, they wouldn’t 
have any immunity, protec-
tion for this,” he said.

“And they are running 
round in short pants, in 
shirts and so forth and I 
think they are at greater 
risk in this regard and they 
have to be protected in a 
much more intensive way,” 
Thompson said.

Dengue suspected in 
death of 4-year-old child

Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral disease



MONDAY 21ST  SEPTEMBER  2020

PAGE 16

(BBC) A judge has 
blocked a US government 
attempt to ban the Chinese 
messaging and payments 
app, WeChat.

US Magistrate Judge 
Laurel Beeler said the ban 
raised serious questions re-
lated to the constitution’s 
first amendment, guarantee-
ing free speech.

The Department of Com-
merce had announced a bar 
on WeChat appearing in US 
app stores from Sunday, ef-
fectively shutting it down.

The Trump administration 
has alleged it threatens na-
tional security.

It says the app could pass 
user data to the Chinese 
government.

Both WeChat and Chi-
na have strongly denied 
the claim. Tencent, the 
conglomerate that owns 
WeChat, had previously de-
scribed the US ban as “un-
fortunate”.

The ruling comes just af-
ter TikTok, which was also 
named in the Department of 
Commerce order, reached a 
deal with US firms Oracle 
and Walmart to hopefully 
allow them to keep operat-
ing.

The case came to court 
after a group of US WeChat 
users challenged President 
Donald Trump’s executive 
order that sought to shut 
WeChat down in the coun-
try.

The US Justice Depart-
ment argued that blocking 

the executive order would 
“frustrate and displace the 
president’s determination of 
how best to address threats 
to national security”.

However Judge Beeler, 
sitting in San Francisco, 
noted that “while the gener-
al evidence about the threat 
to national security related 
to China (regarding technol-
ogy and mobile technology) 
is considerable, the specific 
evidence about WeChat is 
modest”.

In a statement, the US 
Department of Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross said 
the decision to block the app 
was taken “to combat Chi-
na’s malicious collection of 
American citizens’ personal 
data”.

The department said 
WeChat collected “vast 
swathes of data from users, 
including network activity, 
location data, and browsing 
and search histories”.

Friday’s statement from 
the commerce department 
said the governing Chi-
nese Communist Party “has 
demonstrated the means and 
motives to use these apps to 
threaten the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and the 
economy of the US”.

Tencent, which owns 
WeChat, has said that mes-
sages on its app are private.

WeChat is used by nearly 
20 million people in the US 
- and pretty much exclusive-
ly by the Chinese and South 
East Asian diaspora.

It is hard to describe how 
important it is in people’s 
lives. It is not just an app, 
for many people WeChat 
IS their mobile phone. It 
is like Amazon, Facebook, 
WhatsApp, Tinder and 
much more, rolled into one.

One Malaysian expat told 
me she would “cry” if the 
app was blocked. She told 
me her family had spent 

time showing her elderly 
mother how to use WeChat 
- and worried she would 
be unable to communicate 
with her if the ban came into 
force.

Interestingly though, we 
have not heard much from 
WeChat’s owners - Tencent. 
Why? Well, Tencent is one 
of the biggest games com-
panies in the world - and 
has a huge market in Ameri-
ca. If President Trump were 
to go further and target that 
section of the business it 
would really sting.

WeChat was set up in 
2011. It is a multi-purpose 
app allowing users to send 
messages, make mobile 
payments and use local ser-
vices. It has been described 
as an “app for everything” 
in China and has more than 
one billion monthly users.

Like all Chinese social 
media platforms, WeChat 

WeChat: Judge blocks US attempts 
to ban downloads of Chinese app

cont’d on pg 21
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(CNN) A woman sus-
pected of sending a letter 
containing the poison ricin 
to President Donald Trump 
was arrested as she tried to 
enter the US from Cana-
da at a border crossing in 
New York state, a US law 
enforcement official said.

The woman was carrying 
a gun and arrested by US 
authorities, according to 
the law enforcement offi-
cial.

US prosecutors in Wash-
ington, DC, are expected to 
bring charges against her.

CNN previously reported 
that law enforcement had 
intercepted a ricin package 
sent to Trump last week, 
according to two law en-
forcement officials, and 
that investigators were 
looking into the possibility 
that it came from Canada.

Two tests had been done 
to confirm the presence 
of ricin. All mail for the 
White House is sorted and 
screened at an offsite fa-
cility before reaching the 
White House.

A spokesperson for the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police told CNN Sunday 

that “the RCMP is still 
not in a position to issue 
a statement, or to con-
firm/deny any reports on 
arrests.” The RCMP con-
firmed Saturday that it was 
working with the FBI to in-
vestigate the matter.

In a statement provided 
to CNN on Saturday, the 
FBI’s Washington field of-
fice said that “the FBI and 
our U.S. Secret Service 
and U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service partners are inves-
tigating a suspicious letter 
received at a U.S. govern-

ment mail facility. At this 
time, there is no known 
threat to public safety.”

Authorities are investi-
gating additional similar 
packages mailed to ad-
dresses in Texas that may 
be connected to the same 
sender in Canada, CNN 
previously reported, ac-
cording to a US law en-
forcement official.

“We are aware of the con-
cerning reports of packag-
es containing ricin directed 
toward US federal gov-
ernment sites,” Mary-Liz 
Power, chief spokeswom-
an for Canada’s Minister 
of Public Safety Bill Blair, 
told CNN on Saturday.

“Canadian law enforce-
ment is working closely 
with their US counterparts. 
As this is an active investi-
gation we cannot comment 
further,” she had said.

Ricin is a highly tox-
ic compound extracted 
from castor beans that has 
been used in terror plots. 
It can be used in powder, 
pellet, mist or acid form. 
If ingested, it causes nau-
sea, vomiting and internal 
bleeding of the stomach 
and intestines, followed by 
failure of the liver, spleen 
and kidneys, and death by 
collapse of the circulatory 
system.

As little as 500 micro-
grams -- an amount the 
size of the head of a pin 
-- can kill an adult. There 
is no specific test for expo-
sure and no antidote once 
exposed.

Ricin can be produced 
easily and cheaply, but ex-
perts say it is more effec-
tive on individuals than as 
a weapon of mass destruc-
tion.

Woman suspected of sending 
poisoned letter to Trump arrested

must censor content the government deems illegal. In 
March, a report said WeChat was censoring key words 
about the coronavirus outbreak from as early as 1 Janu-
ary.

But WeChat insists encryption means others cannot 
“snoop” on your messages, and that content such as text, 
audio and images are not stored on its servers - and are 
deleted once all intended recipients have read them.

President Donald Trump

cont’d from pg 20
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(aljazeera) Iran has prom-
ised to inflict a “decisive re-
sponse” against the United 
States for acting like a bul-
ly to adversaries and allies 
alike after Washington said 
it would reimpose UN sanc-
tions - without United Na-
tions’ approval.

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani addressed the na-
tion in a live televised cab-
inet meeting on Sunday, 
congratulating world powers 
for resisting US pressure to 
reinstate UN sanctions, say-
ing the effort “has reached its 
definitive point of failure”.

Today, he said, “will be a 
memorable day in the history 
of our country’s diplomacy”.

Pointing out how the US 
tried to garner the support of 
other nuclear deal signato-
ries following its unilateral 
withdrawal from the nuclear 
deal, Rouhani said the US 
expected Iran to act irratio-
nally, giving it an excuse to 
form an international coali-
tion against Tehran.

“Today we can say the 
‘maximum pressure’ of US 
against the Iranian nation, 
politically and legally, has 
turned to ‘maximum isola-
tion’ for the US.”

The president also ad-
dressed the five remaining 
signatories of the Iran nucle-
ar deal, reiterating the prom-
ise that if they fully adhere to 
their commitments under the 
accord, Tehran will also fully 
implement its commitments.

Exactly one year after the 

US abandoned the nuclear 
deal, Iran started gradual-
ly scaling down its com-
mitments, including those 
concerning its stockpile of 
enriched uranium. Iran con-
tinues to grant access to the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA).

The US broke with all oth-
er permanent members of 
the UN over the sanctions 
move, which the interna-
tional community, including 
Washington’s close allies 
the United Kingdom, France 
and Germany, said had no le-
gal basis.

The American decision 
sets the stage for an ugly 
showdown at the world body 
in advance of its annual Gen-
eral Assembly this week.

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on Sunday said 
European leaders “haven’t 
lifted a finger” to halt arms 
sales to Iran.

He told Fox News “arms 
sales, tanks, air defence sys-
tems, all of those, in a couple 

of weeks, would have been 
permitted to have been sold. 
And the Europeans have not 
joined us in this”.    

In a statement following 
the expiration of a dead-
line set by the US, Pompeo 
threatened “consequences” 
for any UN member state 
that does not comply with 
the punitive measures, which 
were lifted under the land-
mark nuclear deal signed be-
tween six world powers and 
Iran in 2015 but was aban-
doned by the US more than 
two years ago.

Despite the US in May 
2018 pulling out of the deal 
and reimposing crippling 
sanctions on Iran, Washing-
ton argues it is still technical-
ly a “participant” and could 
trigger the so-called “snap-
back”.

The White House plans to 
issue an executive order on 
Monday spelling out how 
the US will enforce the re-
stored sanctions, and the 
State and Treasury depart-

ments are expected to outline 
how foreign individuals and 
businesses will be penalised 
for violations.

Speaking on condition 
of anonymity, an unnamed 
US official told Reuters 
news agency Washington 
will sanction more than two 
dozen people and entities 
involved in Iran’s nuclear, 
missile and conventional 
arms programme.

Economic pressure from 
Washington on Tehran 
pushed the local currency 
down to its lowest level ever 
on Sunday. Iran’s currency 
dropped to 272,500 to the US 
dollar at money exchange 
shops across the capital. 

The rial has lost more than 
30 percent of its value to the 
dollar since June as sweep-
ing US sanctions on Iran 
continue to crush its abili-
ty to sell oil globally. Iran’s 
currency was at 32,000 rials 
to the dollar at the time of 
Tehran’s 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
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President Hassan Rouhani 
said the US has suffered 
‘maximum isolation’ after its 
sanctions announcement 

Iran chides US as world 
refuses to reimpose sanctions
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(Reuters)  Global oil refiners reeling 
from months of lackluster demand and 
an abundance of inventories are cut-
ting fuel production into the autumn 
because the recovery in demand from 
the impact of coronavirus has stalled, 
according to executives, refinery 
workers and industry analysts.

Refiners cut output by as much as 
35% in spring as coronavirus lock-
downs destroyed the need for travel. 
As lockdowns eased, refiners increased 
output slowly through late August. But 
in top fuel consumer the United States 
and elsewhere, refiners have been 
decreasing rates for the last several 
weeks in response to increased inven-
tories, a sustained lack of demand and 
in response to natural disasters.

The hit to capacity has been most no-
table in China. The second largest fuel 
consumer led the world in oil demand 
recovery after taming its outbreak of 
coronavirus. But its refiners also ex-
port fuel, and those shipments have 
been weak due to the virus’s effect on 
fuel demand in other Asian nations.

Chinese refineries are expected to 
cut runs in September, led by Petro-
China 601857.SS with a 5-10% reduc-
tion versus August, as Chinese refiners 
grapple with high fuel inventories and 
poor export margins, analysts said.

“The impacts of COVID-19...are 
putting extreme pressures on the refin-
ing business that we have not experi-
enced before and are not sustainable 
over the longer term,” Scott Wyatt, 
chief executive at Australian fuel sup-
plier Viva Energy Group Ltd VEA.
AX, said earlier this month.

Inventories of distillates, which in-
clude diesel, jet fuel and heating oil, 
which usually start building ahead of 
winter, are brimming this year, leading 
to a poor outlook for refinery margins 

for the coming months.
U.S. fuel demand has fallen 13% 

year-on-year, according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration. 
Autumn is typically when use of heat-
ing oil and diesel rises, but with more 
than 179 million barrels in storage, 
nearly a record, refiners have no incen-
tive to keep units running.

The Pari-based International Energy 
Agency cut its forecast for global oil 
demand for 2020 for the second time 
in two months last week due to the fal-
tering recovery. The energy watchdog 
forecast global consumption of petro-
leum and liquid fuels will average 91.7 
million barrels per day for all of 2020, 
a reduction in its previous forecast of 
200,000 bpd and down 8.4 million bpd 
from 2019’s 100.1 million bpd level.

U.S. refiners are still producing 20% 
less fuel than before the pandemic. 
Chinese, Indian, Japanese and South 
Korean refineries cut their utilization 
rates from July and August.

“Even with a U-shape economic re-
covery, demand potentially is going to 
be around 2 million bpd below where 
it was in the fourth quarter of 2019,” 
David Fyfe, chief economist at Argus, 
said on a webinar earlier this month.

Asia’s fuel output could fall further 
during seasonal maintenance between 
September and November, and sever-
al facilities worldwide are expected to 
close.

Average utilization rates at Chinese 
state-owned refineries were at around 
78.6% by end-August, down around 
3.6 percentage points from July, data 
compiled by China-based Longzhong 
consultancy showed.

Australia’s Viva said it may be forced 
to permanently shut its Geelong Refin-
ery in Victoria to curtail losses unless 
coronavirus-led restrictions are eased 
and demand picks up. The Australian 
government has proposed spending 
billions of dollars to keep the coun-
try’s four remaining refineries open.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
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Oil refiners worldwide struggle 
with weak demand, inventory glut

Pipes are pictured at Mexico state oil firm Pemex’s Cadereyta refinery in Cadereyta, 
on the outskirts of Monterrey
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ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19):  It could be fantasy and not 
fate that makes things seem more complicated than they 
really are. Avoid misunderstandings by being willing to go 
along with someone’s harmless flights of fancy.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20):  Make imagery count. You 
may be able to spin your ideas and your appearance into a 
more favorable look. Be a leader and set an example when 
morals, principles and high ideals need to be demonstrated.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Sometimes you have to 
fake before you make it. More can be gained by speaking 
your mind than by brooding in silence, but be considerate of 
others. Search out the win-win solutions.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): A stalemate might stall 
your progress. You may yearn for more romance in your 
life than is possible at this time. When your expectations are 
unrealistic, you are likely to be disappointed when people 
do not meet them.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Gemstones form when ordinary 
elements are placed underFriends and your status within a 
group might seem important now. A careless word or change 
of plan might create a situation that challenges your loyalties. 
Reach out to a trustworthy friend or family member.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Do you really need that? 
Watch a tendency to spend money on wild and crazy fads. 
The little things you buy on impulse may bring a smile to 
your face, but things that are useful and lasting bring more 
true pleasure.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): When they think you’re 
good, don’t disappoint them. You may receive more positive 
attention from others than usual, but you must work hard to 
live up to that favorable opinion.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You may believe in the 
eventual triumph of good over evil, or that all fairy tales 
have a moral message. Since you are inspired by positive 
and uplifting ideas, it is easier for you to be generous and 
show brotherly love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Your passion for 
achieving financial success can keep you going long after 
the sun goes down. Your belief that there is always a happy 
ending may sustain you and help you overcome minor 
misunderstandings.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): When you are open-
minded and grateful, you are able to see opportunities rather 
than obstacles. Pure logic alone may not work when it 
comes to human feelings and behavior. Cultivate empathy.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Some people believe 
that there is a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. You 
want to believe that, but you are more of a pragmatist when 
it comes to handling your money. Encourage your friends to 
be more realistic.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Find your best path forward. 
Your social skills can give you a competitive edge, especially 
when it comes to making smart business moves. Fight off 
the urge to spend money frivolously to satisfy emotional 
needs.
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FIFA has given the for-
mer Trinidad and Toba-
go Football Association 
(TTFA) board until 3pm on 
September 23 to withdraw 
all court claims against the 
world governing body or 
face suspension. 

In a letter to the TTFA 
Normalisation Commit-
tee Chairman, Robert Ha-
dad, FIFA said “The FIFA 
Council has decided to give 
a final deadline to the rel-
evant parties to withdraw 
all types of claims against 
FIFA before the Trinidad 
and Tobago court.

Failure to comply with 
the directive within this re-
vised deadline will result 
in the matter being brought 
to the attention of the rele-
vant FIFA bodies to decide 
on the suspension of the 
TTFA.” 

Previously, FIFA had giv-

en a deadline of September 
16 saying if the case was 
not withdrawn suspension 
proceedings would be start-
ed. The new wording and 
deadline make it clear that 
suspension is inevitable. 

The decision to extend 
the deadline was made by 
the FIFA Council at a meet-
ing on Saturday. 

To prevent suspension, 
the former TTFA president, 
William Wallace, and the 
co-complainants named 
in the legal action against 
FIFA, will have to provide 
court documents and certi-
fied statements that the case 
has been withdrawn. 

If the documentation is 
not provided, the TTFA can 
expect the ban to be swift 
and the suspension to be 
long, according to an in-
sider who asked to remain 
anonymous.

TTFA has four 
days to drop 
legal action
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England and West Indies 
will come together to hon-
our the Black Lives Matter 
movement during their five 

match T20 series. This is 
according to the England 
women’s cricket team cap-
tain, Heather Knight.  

The first match in the se-
ries takes place today at the 
Incora County Ground der-
by. 

“We have had a chat as 
players and we definite-
ly want to do something to 
honour the movement. I’ll 
speak to [West Indies cap-
tain] Stephanie Taylor to 
work out what it will look 
like for both teams,” said 
Knight.

Both teams are in sepa-
rate bio-secure bubbles so 
Knight has been in commu-
nication with Taylor via text 
messaging to discuss how 
best to honour the move-
ment. 

The skipper also con-
firmed that England will 
wear the BLM logo on their 
shirts.

Sports News

Mystery spinner, Sunil Narine, is the 
highest paid West Indies player at the 2020 
Dream 11 Indian Premier League (IPL), 
collecting a whopping US$1.2 million.

This is according to sports website, 
SPORTEKZ, which gave an idea of the sal-
aries of the players taking part at this year’s 
tournament which opened on Saturday in 
Abu Dhabi in the United Arab Emirates.

Narine will line-up for the Kolkata Knight 
Riders (KKR) once again and will lead their 
bowling attack at this year’s tournament. 

The Arouca man just came off a success-
ful run at the Caribbean Premier League 
(CPL) where he was on the winning Trin-
bago Knight Riders’ roster.

In a stunning performance 
for the ages, Tour de France 
rookie, Tadej Pogacar, won 
cycling’s showpiece race 
Sunday on the eve of his 
22nd birthday. 

Pogacar has become the 
second youngest winner of 
the 117-year-old event that 
this year braved, and over-
came, France’s worsening 
coronavirus epidemic.

Turning him from prom-
ising prodigy into cycling 
superstar, Pogacar is now 
the youngest winner since 
World War II and the first 
from Slovenia.

His victory was remark-
able, too, for the way in 

which he sealed it: at the 
last possible moment, on 
the penultimate stage be-
fore the finish on Paris’ 
Champs-Elysees. 

During the three week 
long cycling marathon over 
all five of France’s mountain 
ranges and 3,482 punishing 
kilometers (2,164 miles), 
Pogacar held the race lead 
and its iconic yellow jersey 
for just one stage, the last 
and most important one into 
Paris, with a yellow bike to 
match.

Pogacar took the race, 
and Slovenian countryman, 
Primoz Roglic, by snatch-
ing away the yellow jersey 

that he’d worn for 11 days, 
in a high drama time trial on 
Saturday.

Their 1-2 is the first for 
one country since British 
riders Bradley Wiggins and 
Chris Froome also took the 

top spots at the 2012 Tour. 
Australian Richie Porte 

rounded out this year’s po-
dium, at age 35, after a bril-
liant time trial that hoisted 
him from fourth to third 
overall.

Tadej Pogacar wins Tour de 
France 2020

 Tadej Pogacar

West Indies and England to 
honour Black Lives Matter

Sunil Narine is the highest 
paid Windies player at IPL
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Former Antigua and Bar-
buda fast bowler, Cleve Jo-
seph, is calling for author-
ities to rename the Factory 
Cricket Ground for the leg-
endary Taddy Arindale.  

Arindale developed a 
sterling reputation during 
the early 1980’s and 1990’s 
for producing a number of 
the nation’s top cricketers 
at the Factory Ground. 

Joseph said in addition 
to producing top athletes, 
Taddy was also responsi-
ble for grooming players 
who have mostly moved 
on to become successful 
and productive citizens. 

Speaking to PointeX-

press, Joseph articulated 
that the government should 
move to renovate the facil-
ity, which is widely called 
the ‘University of Cricket’ 
which in turn will assist in 
development of the coun-
try’s blossoming talent. 

“I am sure that once 
work starts on the facility 
past players who are doing 
well financially would as-
sist,” Joseph added. 

When asked about the 
quality of fast bowling in 
the region, Joseph blamed 
the lack of fitness for the 
poor performances of Ca-
ribbean seamers. 

“Our pacers need to fo-

cus on their physical de-
velopment if they are to 
improve. 

“I remember myself and 
Jensen Joseph bowling for 
an entire afternoon session 
and that was because of 
our physical preparation,” 
Joseph explained.
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Cleve Joseph: Rename 
Factory Cricket Ground 

for Taddy Arindale

Former Antigua and Barbuda fast bowler, Cleve Joseph


