
WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY 2020   |  ISSUE 101 |  www.pointville.com PRICE$3

Pg 4 - Social Security:  
All pensioners to be paid

FRESH PROPOSALS 
TO SAVE LIAT

Story on Page 3



WEDNESDAY  8TH JULY 2020

PAGE 2 Local News

Normality has returned to the Royal 
Police Force of Antigua and Barbuda 
after a week-long ‘protest’ staged by 
junior members of the department 
over issues primarily centered around 
working conditions and benefits.

Commissioner of Police, Atlee 
Rodney, said ‘things are quiet’ in the 
force and the officers who were en-
gaged in the action are now fully en-
gaged with their job related respon-
sibilities.

“Officers are recognizing their re-
sponsibilities and are performing to 
the capacity that is expected of them. 
In every organization you are going to 
have instances like that, but that does 
not change the mandate of the orga-
nization; the responsibility we have 
toward the society,” he remarked.

Commissioner Rodney acknowl-

edged while these developments oc-
cur from time to time, “One must 
never lose sight of their role; that is 
to keep the nation safe and secure.”

The industrial action organized by 
the Police Welfare Association did 
not go for naught. Already, a con-
struction crew has been dispatched to 
the police headquarters to complete 
the long-unfinished third floor.

“I am looking forward for this 

thrust to continue so that the two sta-
tions most in need of repairs/refur-
bishing – Bolans and Parham – will 
be dealt with as promised,” the top 
cop declared.

Commissioner Rodney continued 
while other police station outposts 
could also do with some upgrades, 
he particularly wants attention to be 
paid to the Barbuda Police Station.

After engaging in a series of meet-
ings geared toward addressing the 
officers’ concerns, the PWA returned 
to regular duties last Tuesday fol-
lowing a ZOOM meeting with Prime 
Minister, Gaston Browne.  Tuesday’s 
virtual meeting was followed up on 
Wednesday by a meeting between the 
PWA’s executive and the Cabinet in 
which they were given a further op-
portunity to air their concerns.

‘Things are quiet’ in RPFAB

Commissioner of Police, Atlee Rodney
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There are fresh propos-
als on the table to save the 
regional carrier, LIAT. It is 
hoped that these proposals 
may ultimately safeguard 
the jobs of hundreds of peo-
ple while preserving a cher-
ished regional institution.

Coming out of a meeting 
Tuesday convened by Prime 
Minister, Gaston Browne, 
the Antigua and Barbuda 
Workers Union and more 
than a hundred LIAT staff 
members, it has been sug-
gested that the COVID-19 
pandemic, and its impact 
on the aviation industry, has 
provided an opportunity to 
make some of the more dif-
ficult decisions concerning 
the airline.

Meanwhile, Prime Min-
ister Browne has again 
reached out to his colleague 
shareholder heads of gov-
ernment calling for a meet-
ing next Monday during 
which he will propose that 

all shareholders grant the 
airline 100 percent forgive-
ness of the debts owed to 
them by LIAT.

Additionally, the proposal 
will ask all creditors, includ-
ing LIAT staff, to accept a 
fifty percent write-off of the 
amounts due to them. 

Browne said the support of 
all stakeholders is required 
as the full cooperation of 
all stakeholders is required 
to fight for the re-organisa-
tion of LIAT and to halt the 
planned liquidation exercise.

The prime minister has 
asked the staff, through their 
unions, to organize their var-
ious proposals and to have 
them delivered to him by 
Friday of this week, ahead 
of Monday’s proposed meet-
ing.

Speaking with PointeX-
press newspaper, ABWU 
General Secretary, David 
Massiah, described the 
meeting as ‘informative’ 

as it provided an opportu-
nity for the staff to hear di-
rectly from Prime Minister 
Browne his government’s 
plans for LIAT while also 
affording them the chance to 
ask questions of him.

Massiah said a suggestion 
was made that instead of a 
fifty percent debt write-off, 
thirty percent of the out-
standing amounts may be 
more palatable. This, how-
ever, was rejected during the 
meeting as ‘not feasible’.

The union boss went on to 
underscore many employ-
ees present were literally 
‘shocked’ at the realization 
that they face losing their 
severance and all benefits 
should the liquidation of 
LIAT go through. Against 
this backdrop, some workers 
expressed the opinion that 
receiving fifty percent of 

their accrued benefits would 
be a better proposition than 
losing everything.

“What the workers are 
contemplating is if they have 
to accept a ‘haircut’ in order 
to allow the new venture to 
gain traction, they would 
want the remaining amounts 
to be converted into shares. 

“In addition, they would 
also wish to become more 
involved in the management 
of the new airline with a 
possible seat on the board,” 
Massiah reported.

Massiah continued that his 
immediate task is to compile 
the views of the staff and to 
hear from the other unions, 
such as those representing 
LIAT’s pilots and flight at-
tendants, with the intent of 
compiling a report which 
will be presented to PM 
Browne by Friday.

Fresh proposals to save LIAT

Prime Minister Gaston Browne participatating in the Zoom meet-
ing.

David Massiah
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The Social Security 
Board (SSB) has recorded 
a sharp drop in its revenues 
due to the coronavirus pan-
demic which has negative-
ly impacted its ability to 
meet its monthly obliga-
tions.

Superintendent of the 
SSB, David Mathias, said 
revenues are down by ap-
proximately forty percent 
(40%) when compared 
with the period prior to the 
onset of the pandemic in 
late March this year when 
the government instituted 
a nationwide lockdown. 

He is reporting that not all 
pensioners have received 
cheques for the month of 
June. The scheme’s pen-
sion bill is $10 million 
each month.

“Given its cash con-

straints, the Social Securi-
ty Board continues to make 
every effort to satisfy its 
obligations to pensioners 
and contributors. In this re-
gard, we can advise that to 
date payments have been 
made to pensioners whose 
cheques are deposited in 
several banks and other 
financial institutions,” Mr. 
Mathias disclosed.

The banks and institu-
tions that have been paid 
so far are: The Bank of 
Nova Scotia, Caribbean 
Union Bank, three credit 
unions – St John’s Cooper-
ative Credit Union, Com-
munity First Credit Union 
and the Adventist Credit 
Union. Other institutions 
including Courts Furnish-
ings, Fast Cash, Axel, the 
Antigua and Barbuda De-

velopment Bank and Fi-
nance and Development 
Company Ltd have also re-
ceived disbursements.

Mathias continued that 
the SSB expects that as 
it receives additional re-
ceipts from employers, it 
will settle the other banks 
including the Eastern Ca-

ribbean Amalgamated 
Bank, the Antigua Com-
mercial Bank, Royal Bank 
of Canada and First Carib-
bean International Bank.

Mr. Mathias noted that 
persons wishing to visit 
in person are welcomed to 
visit the office in order to 
collect their cheques.

According to the super-
intendent, the government 
has fulfilled its obliga-
tions to the scheme for the 
month of June. He contin-
ued however, that SSB has 
received letters from many 
employers indicating that 
they have not yet resumed 
business since the start of 
the lockdown, while others 
have advised SSB that they 
will close permanently.

Matthias revealed that 
his officers are currently in 
the field gathering informa-
tion  to determine the full 
impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic on employment 
in the country and that this 
exercise should be com-
pleted by August.

Local News

Another of the soldiers charged with the 
murder of Bruce Greenaway has been de-
nied bail in the High Court.

Lawyers representing Shakiel Thomas of 
Swetes approached Justice Ian Morley for 
bail but were denied on the same grounds 
which Aliyah Martin and Armal Warner’s 
application were rejected.

Justice Morley cited the fear that the ac-
cused may interfere with witnesses or that 
they may abscond or commit further of-
fences if granted bail. These reasons formed 
the basis for the rejection of this latest bail 
application by one of the accused in the 
Greenaway case.

On June 8th, one law enforcement offi-
cer and three defence force officers were 

remanded to Her Majesty’s Prison in their 
first appearance in the All Saints Magis-
trate’s Court.

Soldiers, Armal Warner, Aliyah Martin 
and Shakiel Thomas, along with police of-
ficer, Jason Modeste, are charged with the 
murder of Bruce Greenaway. Greenaway’s 
body was discovered at Indian Creek in 
May this year. 

An autopsy concluded that Mr. Green-
away died as a result of strangulation, al-
legedly at the hands of the four uniformed 
personnel.

The lawyers representing the accused will 
have another opportunity to apply for bail 
following committal proceedings later this 
year in September.

Third soldier denied 
bail in Greenaway case

Social Security faces challenges with obligations

Superintendent of the SSB, David Mathia
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The Salvation Army has 
announced that it is ex-
tending its Grocery Vouch-
er Programme for a further 
four months. 

The programme com-
menced in mid-April to 

bring relief to families who 
have been impacted by the 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In keeping with its human-
itarian mandate, The Salva-
tion Army, in partnership 

with the Mill Reef Fund, 
embarked on this Grocery 
Voucher Programme to aid 
in the welfare needs of 103 
families who have already 
been identified.

The first phase of the ini-

tiative ran from mid-April 
to June. The Mill Reef Fund 
has renewed its commit-
ment to underwrite the cost 
of the programme for an ad-
ditional four months until 
the end of October 2020.

Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, E.P Chet Greene, is question-
ing the motives behind St.Vincent and 
the Grenadines Prime Minister Ralph 
Gonsalves’ readiness to support the 
liquidation of Antigua based airline, 
LIAT.

The airline’s shareholding govern-
ments remain divided on its future; 
with two agreeing to liquidation while 
Prime Minister Gaston Browne re-
mains convinced that the carrier can 
be saved through reorganization.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines and 
Barbados have already begun talks 
with other airlines that have expressed 
interest in filling the void which would 
be created if LIAT is grounded. 

Speaking on a local radio pro-
gramme, however, Minister Greene 
says he is convinced that the service 
competing airlines may offer will 
prove inadequate for intra-regional 
travel.

“Yes, nobody wants to hear the 
sound of the word loss or losses, but 
when you look at the global trend of 
the airline industry, since COVID, a 
number of airlines have folded. I don’t 
hear of anything being put on the table 
except narrow island interest where 
PM Gonsalves is saying he has two 
airlines – One Caribbean and SVG – 
which can fill the void left by LIAT,” 
Greene remarked.

The trade minister said he doesn’t 
believe that the two airlines, whether 
together or singly, have the capacity to 
move people at the level that LIAT has 

for several decades.
There is a belief in some quarters 

that LIAT stands a better chance of 
survival if it is privatized, however, 
the Foreign Affairs and Trade minister 
does not share that view. 

Greene is calling on the Vincentian 
leader to rethink his position on LIAT, 
an entity that has benefitted the region 
for decades. 

“For the life of me I can’t understand 
how someone so steeped in Caribbean 
integration, someone who is knowl-
edgeable about the integration pro-
cess, would be so moved as to collapse 
a regional institution in preference for 
what is clearly a localized arrange-
ment that will benefit a single econo-
my, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,” 
he bemoaned.

Greene has issued a call for the es-
teemed St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
leader, Prime Minister Gonsalves, 
reevaluate his position on the LIAT 
matter and exemplify himself as the 
regional statesman and academic for 
whom he is renowned.

Meanwhile, Minister of Informa-
tion, Hon. Melford Nicholas, has also 
added his voice to the LIAT discus-
sion. Minister Nicholas has expressed 
disdain for some Caribbean countries’ 
lack of support for the floundering air-
line. 

According to Mr. Nicholas, while 
some Caribbean territories have flatly 
refused to invest in LIAT financially, 
they have had no difficulty spending 
millions of dollars annually to secure 
regular flights into their respective 
countries by large international carri-
ers.

Salvation Army extends voucher programme

Greene puzzled by Gonsalves’ action

St.Vincent and the Grenadines Prime Min-
ister Ralph Gonsalves

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade, E.P 
Chet Greene
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As the country moves into its second 
month of border restrictions, the Gov-
ernment has announced a new outline 
of travel advisories and safety measures 
in its efforts to curb the local spread of 
COVID-19.

The new advisories and measures 
take effect tomorrow, Thursday, July 
9th, 2020. According to a statement 
from the government, the updated trav-
el advisory is intended to ensure the 
continued safety of travelers and resi-
dents since the airport is open for inter-
national and regional air traffic. 

Government officials have indicated 
that measures to mitigate the risk of the 
importation of COVID-19, will include 
a combination of screening, testing and 

monitoring. These measures are said to 
aid in the fast detection of any imported 
cases. 

These advisories are also applicable 
to all cargo vessels, pleasure crafts, 
such as recreational boats and yachts, 
and other activities regulated by the 
Antigua and Barbuda Port Authority, 
which are subject to all protocols man-
dated by the Port Health Authorities. As 
a result, these crafts will only be per-
mitted to enter the country through the 
Nevis Street Pier. 

It was made clear in the press state-
ment that the new “Travel Advisory re-
places ALL previous Travel Advisories 
issued by the Government of Antigua 
and Barbuda.”

Some of the implemented strategies 
contained in the travel advisories in-
clude the mandate that all passengers 
arriving by air must have a negative 
COVID-19 RT-PCR (real-time poly-
merase chain reaction) taken within 
seven (7) days of their flight. This pol-
icy also extends to travelers transiting 
through Antigua and Barbuda.

The travel policy emphasised that 
transiting passengers, along with air-
line or sea crew members who require 
an overnight stay, will be required to re-
main in the accommodation of a hotel 
or government designated facility while 
on the island awaiting their departure.

Additionally, arriving travelers will 
be required to complete a Health Dec-
laration Form and will be subjected to 
screening and temperature checks by 
Port Health Authorities. 

The updated protocols outline that 
all arriving passengers must wear a 
face mask on disembarking their vessel 
and in all public areas. This reinforces 
the present government policy which 
makes wearing a face mask in public 
spaces mandatory along with the obser-
vation of social distancing practices. 

As additional precautionary measures 
the government has stated that, “All ar-
riving passengers will be monitored for 
COVID-19 for periods of up to 14 days 
in accordance with the directions of the 
Quarantine Authority and the Quaran-
tine (COVID-19) Guidelines.  Visitors 
may be required to undergo testing for 
COVID-19 on arrival, or at the hotel or 
place of lodging, as determined by the 
Health Authorities.” 

The government has also made it 
clear that arriving passengers display-
ing symptoms of COVID-19 could face 
the possibility of isolation until they 
have been properly examined and test-
ed by health authorities. 

New travel advisory to 
take effect tomorrow 
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A presentation of com-
puters and essential items 
was made on Monday to the 
Royal Police Force of An-
tigua and Barbuda and the 
Fire Department.

The gift of 20 computers 
was made possible through 
the efforts of the High Com-
missioner in London, Kar-
en-Mae Hill as well as hon-
orary consuls in Germany, 
Greece, Russia, Spain and 
France.

Making the presentation 
on behalf of the diplomats 
was Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter, E.P Chet Greene, who 
thanked the diplomats for 
recognizing that the nation-
al economy has been chal-
lenged by the coronavirus 
pandemic and have pursued 
opportunities to seek assis-
tance for the country.

“These ambassadors and 
honorary consuls are them-
selves on the frontline keep-
ing Antigua and Barbuda’s 
presence active in the glob-
al community. In a time of 
crisis, these representatives 
have found other ways to 

provide service to the coun-
try,” Greene remarked.

The minister noted that 
technology is now at the 
core of the work done by the 
police and to have the Euro-
pean-based diplomats mak-
ing a presentation of com-
puters to the police and fire 
departments is a ‘most time-
ly’ gift. “These computers 
will go a long way in aiding 
the police to live up to the 
expectations of the nation,” 
he noted.

Permanent secretary in the 
ministry of foreign affairs, 
Anthony Liverpool, said the 
donation of the gifts comes 
at a time when the demands 
on the police is greater and 
the need for such items in-
creases as the police seek to 
carry out their mandate.

The formal presentation 
was made to Commission-
er of Police, Atlee Rodney, 
who also thanked the minis-
try of foreign affairs and by 
extension the diplomats for 
the gift of the computers. He 
said all the outlying stations 
will receive one of the com-

puters as well as each of the 
fire stations.

All the computers were 
sourced from local provid-
er, Antigua Computer Tech-
nology Ltd., and they come 
loaded with the software that 

is required by the police.
Minister Greene said he 

is happy that the computers 
were purchased locally as it 
is important to support local 
businesses especially at this 
time.

Local News
European-based envoys present 
computers to Police, Fire Depts
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Intense work is underway 
toward restoring the Catego-
ry 1 status that was enjoyed 
by the Antigua-based Eastern 
Caribbean Civil Aviation Au-
thority (ECCAA). 

Three months ago, ECCAA 
was downgraded to Category 
2 by the United States Feder-
al Aviation Administration as 
a result of several shortcom-
ings which were identified.

Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Prime Minister, Hon. Gaston 
Browne, who was designated 
by the current chairman of 
the OECS Authority, Domi-
nica’s Prime Minister, Roo-
sevelt Skerritt, to spearhead 
the task, held a meeting on 
Tuesday with key officers to 
assess the work being done 

toward achieving the task.
Included in the virtual meet-

ing were Director General of 
the OECS, Dr. Didacus Jules, 
Antigua and Barbuda’s rep-
resentative on the ECCAA 
Board, Brian Challenger and 
Senior Advisor to the prime 
minister, Ambassador Col-
in Murdoch, who is also the 
country’s OECS Commis-
sioner.

Dr. Jules was invited to the 
board meeting to give an over-
view of the initiative by the 
OECS heads of government 
to expedite the restoration of 
Category 1 status to ECCAA. 
To accomplish this, the heads 
of government mandated the 
OECS Commission, which is 
headed by Dr. Jules, to facil-

itate the legal, technical and 
administrative work neces-
sary to achieve coordination 
across all six ECCAA mem-
bers in resolving outstanding 
issues.

Among the tasks that had to 
be completed as part of the re-
quirements of the Category 1 
status were the reconstitution 
of the ECCAA board. It was 
reported in the meeting that 
this has been completed and 
that, in fact, the reconstituted 
board convened a meeting 
last Friday. It also has a new 
chairman, Sean Matthew of 
St. Lucia.

 “This ECCAA Restoration 
Committee has been asked to 
complete four tasks as part of 
the exercise. Firstly, we are to 

work along with Ambassador, 
Sir Ron Sanders in Washing-
ton to make an outreach to the 
US Federal Aviation Authori-
ty for technical assistance to 
assist ECCAA,” Ambassador 
Murdoch explained.

Additionally, the commit-
tee is to ensure that the offer 
of technical assistance from 
the International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAO) is 
also accepted. Murdoch in-
formed that already a letter 
has been dispatched to ICAO 
accepting the assistance.

Ambassador Murdoch re-
vealed that the current Di-
rector General of ECCAA, 
Donald McPhail, is leaving 
the post in September and 
that the committee’s respon-
sibility is to identify a suitable 
replacement and to make rec-
ommendations to the board.

Restoration of Category 1 
also involves harmonizing 
specific legislations among 
the OECS countries and, ac-
cording to Murdoch, prog-
ress is also being made along 
those lines as legal draftsman 
in the Ministry of Legal Af-
fairs, Colin Hodge, has re-
ported that the draft legisla-
tion is ready for circulation.

Based on the seriousness of 
the task at hand, the commit-
tee has pledged to give Prime 
Minister Browne a weekly 
update of its work.

Positive steps towards 
Category 1 restoration



WEDNESDAY  8TH JULY 2020

PAGE 10 Feature
Do unto others as 
you would have 

them do unto you
In these unprecedented times, orga-

nizations are finally recognizing the 
value of our Human Resource (HR) 
practitioners, but have we looked 
at ourselves in the mirror lately and 
examined our consciences? Do we 
sleep well at night knowing we have 
balanced the needs of the business 
against the needs of our employees? 
We are called upon to be the con-
science of our organizations. 

This Covid-19 pandemic is far from 
over. Our nation has only just begun 

to take baby steps toward the path of 
recovery. We must accept that not all 
enterprises will survive this pandem-
ic. Equally we must recognize that the 
organizations that demonstrate steady 
leadership, business agility, innova-
tive thinking and which have a com-
mitted, highly engaged workforce are 
those which will survive. 

In progressive organizations, HR 
has a seat at the table when strategic 
decisions are being made. HR must 
ensure that when the organization is 

making decisions that will adversely 
impact the livelihood of all employ-
ees, that all options are considered 
and severing, or laying off employ-
ees, is a last resort unless the enter-
prise is over-staffed. 

The relationship between the com-
pany and its employees, or their repre-
sentatives, is not a convenience to be 
exploited at a time such as this. If the 
relationship is mired in mistrust and 
miscommunication, no effort should 

cont’d on pg 11
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be spared in attempting to 
repair the breaches of trust 
so that the parties can col-
laborate honestly. It will 
be the only hope for some 
organizations. In organi-
zations with strong labour 
management cooperation, 
employees too will have a 
seat at the table, collaborat-
ing on the way forward. 

Communication will be 
key as companies attempt 
to navigate the way for-
ward, but is the Chief Com-
municator credible? And, 
for us, empathy is another 
important skill in the tool-
box. Are we communicat-
ing sensitively and with 
respect? Are we allowing 
enough time in our meet-
ings for our employees to 
show emotion, to explain 
what the loss of income, 
even temporary, will do to 
them? 

Or are we too squeamish 
and wish to end these meet-
ings quickly so we can move 
on to dish out the next dose 
of heartbreaks? We need to 
stop to consider what it is 
like walking a few feet in 
our employees’ shoes. We 
need to show that we care, 
by our actions even more 
than our words. We HR 

professionals need to strat-
egize on our own ways to 
address more than safety 
in the workplace. We need 
a host of policies aimed at 
communicating with our 
employees who are laid off 
or working from home. We 
need to devise strategies 
without being asked in or-
der to value our employees 
even in these challenging 
financial times. 

What are some ways in 
which we can value our 
employees?

Provide the names of laid 
off employees to the vari-
ous agencies who are dis-
tributing care packages

Collaborate with HR col-
leagues to identify any tem-
porary/short-term positions 
that any of our employees 
may be qualified to take up. 
Assist employees where 
necessary with refreshing 

their resumes. 
If time permits, research 

free online training cours-
es that employees can take 
advantage of while they are 
not working. 

Offer to draft letters to 
banks/landlords and other 
entities explaining the tem-
porary loss of income and 
have readily available in-
formation from local lend-
ing institutions regarding 
mortgage deferrals Allow 
employees to take paid 
leave prior to proceeding 
on layoff

Continue to provide 
group medical coverage for 
employees and their fami-
lies

We need strategies to 
manage and motivate our 
employees who are work-
ing from home. We need to 
be intuitive to the employ-
ees who struggle, or may 

be developing mental is-
sues, due to stress and fear 
and stand ready to support 
them. We need to champion 
health and wellness in our 
team members. We must 
preserve the dignity of em-
ployees who we lay off or 
sever. We must be fair and 
respect the law and collec-
tive agreements, ensuring 
that all our actions comply 
with the law and with estab-
lished agreements. In short, 
we must treat our employ-
ees the way we would like 
to be treated. 

The Human Resource 
Professionals of Antigua 
and Barbuda (HRPAB) 
is a registered non-profit, 
professional association 
dedicated to the advance-
ment of the HR profession 
for national development. 
We began assembling in-
formally from 2009 and 
legally registered in 2011. 
HRPAB’s growing mem-
bership represents private 
and public organizations, 
as well as independent con-
sultants, specializing in one 
or more areas of human 
resource management and 
development. Membership 
is offered for three catego-
ries: professional, non-pro-
fessional, and honorary.

Feature
cont’d from pg 10
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DeSilva And Caines 

Resign From Cabinet
Premier David Burt advised 

that Zane DeSilva and Wayne 
Caines “have accepted his invita-
tion to resign from the Cabinet.”

Premier Burt said: “The events 
of this weekend seen widely on 
social media did not represent 
this Government’s months of 
struggle and hard work to keep 
Bermuda safe. Every citizen has 
been forced to make significant 
changes in how we live, work 
and socialize; ministers are no 
different. It is this that I com-
municated to Ministers DeSilva 
and Caines. “As these men de-
part the Cabinet I am frustrated 
and immensely disappointed 
that this incident has deprived 
the community of two extreme-
ly hard working and dedicated 
ministers. “Both men worked 
tirelessly during the months of 
the pandemic response to keep 
Bermudians safe and to support 
our economic recovery. Their 
energy and zeal demonstrated 
a genuine care and concern for 
the people of Bermuda. I will 
remain forever grateful for their 
contributions. “In the coming 
days I will set out the assignment 
of responsibilities following this 
unexpected change. Make no 
mistake, our commitment is un-
changed and each day continues 
to be devoted to doing the best 
that we can to create opportuni-
ties for Bermudians.”

Zane DeSilva served as the 
Minister of Tourism and Trans-
port, while Wayne Caines served 
as the Minister of National Se-
curity. Their resignation follows 
after videos of an event circu-
lated on social media showing 

a number of people, who were 
not wearing masks, dancing to 
music at Blu restaurant. A num-
ber of people commented on 
the videos, noting that Wayne 
Caines and Zane DeSilva ap-
peared to be among those seen in 
at least one video.

Following the video circula-
tion, a Government spokesper-
son said, “M.E.F. Enterprises 
Limited was granted a large 
group exemption for the Meals 
on Wheels charity fundraising 
dinner, under the Public Health 
[COVID-19 Emergency Pow-
ers] Regulations 2020, by the 
Minister of National Security.

“The exemption was granted 
under regulation 5 [4], permit-
ting a group of more than fifty 
persons to assemble on Friday, 
July 3rd 2020 from 6:00pm to 
11:00pm at the Blu Bar and Grill 
Restaurant and as required, a 
notice was placed in the Official 
Gazette prior to the event.

“The notice required persons 
to wear masks and to adhere to 
guidelines issued by the Minis-
try of Health. From the videos 
shared, it can be seen that those 
rules were not being adhered to 
at all times during the event.

“The Government will con-
duct an inquiry and if it is con-
firmed that rules were violated 
without reasonable excuse, 
sanctions will be issued under 
Section 7[2] of the Public Health 
[COVID-19 Emergency Pow-
ers] Regulations 2020, which 
permit the Minister of Health to 
close an establishment that does 
not comply with health direc-
tions.”

A Meals on Wheels spokes-
person told Bernews, “Meals 
on Wheels is fortunate to re-
ceive many donations from the 
community and we are grateful 
for them. Often the fundraising 
activity goes on without our 
knowledge and without our be-
ing involved. That was the case 
here.” A Blu restaurant spokes-
person told Bernews, “On Fri-
day, July 3rd a fundraising din-
ner was hosted at Blu restaurant. 
Guests arrived wearing masks, 
sanitized their hands and were 
temperature checked by security 
at the entrance.

“The sit-down dinner pro-
ceeded without any incident 
during the 2 hour period, how-
ever at the end of the evening a 
surprise saxophonist played as 
some guests were leaving and, in 
the excitement, social distancing 
was not maintained. “We realize 
that with summer now upon us 
that it is getting hotter and masks 
are being removed when they 
are not supposed to, however we 
understand that this is still not ac-
ceptable behaviour at this time.

“We fully intend to adhere to 
all protocols as laid out by the 

Government and will be clos-
ing Blu for 2 days to conduct 
rigorous training for all staff. We 
will ensure all protocols are ful-
ly understood when a situation 
arises where social distancing is 
not being followed and how this 
should be handled.

“Bermuda has worked very 
hard to maintain its current 
COVID-19 status and we intend 
to do our part to ensure it stays 
this way. We apologize to the 
public and our valued guests as 
we work to navigate the chang-
es and developments that each 
evolving phase brings.”

OBA Leader Craig Cannonier 
had said, “The Premier cannot 
stay silent on this issue. If this 
happened to OBA MPs, I am 
sure he would be leading the 
calls for resignations. Is he going 
to demand the resignations of 
these Ministers for this flagrant 
abuse?

“If he does not, how can we 
take these Ministers seriously 
knowing that when it suits them, 
they will defy their own Govern-
ment’s protocols. They have lost 
the people’s respect.”

 Zane DeSilva and Wayne Caines
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Marcia Weekes

Barbados: Day of action on 
racial wealth gap ‘not racist’

Two women pushing for 
Blackout Day to be recognised 
in Barbados are insisting the ini-
tiative is not racist.

Marcia Weekes and Lisa Niles 
see Bajan Blackout as a way to 
not only encourage people to pa-
tronize black businesses, but as a 
means to encourage economic 
empowerment within the black 
community.

Blackout Day, which takes 
place tomorrow and is being cel-
ebrated internationally, has been 
designated as a day shoppers are 
encouraged to buy from black-
owned businesses only.

The initiative comes in the 
wake of protests against police 
brutality in the United States 
and renewed attention to the de-
cades-long racial wealth gap.

In an interview with Barbados 
TODAY, Weekes and Niles said 
the aim was mainly to empower 
black people and black business-
es. They pointed out that even 
though blacks accounted for 
more than 90 per cent of Bar-
bados’ population, the majority 
of established businesses on the 
island were white-owned.

Niles said while Blackout Day 
was conceptualized in the US, 
she felt a “tailor-made” initiative 
could be held in Barbados.

“I thought that it was import-
ant that as a community, as a 
black community, that we do 
something to uplift ourselves. 
We have tailor-made what we 
are doing in terms of the Bajan 
Blackout and our objectives are 
to uplift the black community in 
Barbados and to use economic 
power to fight racial injustice 

and economic disparity,” said 
Weekes, the principal of Carib-
bean School of Arts and the artis-
tic director of Praise Academy of 
Dance Barbados.

“We are encouraging econom-
ic strength in the community and 
we are moving towards a black 
wealth creation strategy and rais-
ing the level of efficiency and 
effectiveness of black-owned 
businesses.”

Weekes maintained that the 
initiative was in no way meant to 
be racist.

“I don’t see anything about rac-
ism in those objectives, which is 
sometimes the way people view 
something, depending on the 
lenses they are looking through. 
But based on the objectives, 
there is nothing racist in wanting 
to love yourself and wanting to 
uplift your family and uplift your 

community,” she contended.
“It’s very difficult in Barbados 

for black businesses to even get 
loans and to survive and if we 
don’t come together as a com-
munity to help each other, who is 
going to help us?”

Niles, a qualified economist 
and educator, said she believed 
the initiative was particularly rel-
evant to Barbados.

“It makes socio-economic 
sense that the black community 
be empowered, that the black 
community be given a broader 
and more meaningful participa-
tion in the financial and econom-
ic spectrum of Barbados,” she 
contended.

However, Niles acknowl-
edged that one of the areas in 
black businesses which needed 
to be improved was customer 
service.

She said that, in many instanc-
es, more training was needed for 
workers.

“One of the first things we talk 
about when we talk about sup-
porting black-owned businesses 
is that the level of service, both in 
goods and services, the quality is 
not excellent and that is another 
objective that we have. We want 
to educate and enable our busi-
ness people to improve the qual-
ity of service that they provide,” 
Niles said.

She said there were also plans 
to facilitate financing for black-
owned businesses so they could 
improve their operations.

The duo has created a registry 
for black businesses which can 
be accessed through the Face-
book page ‘Black Businesses in 
Barbados’.
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Trinidad: Commissioner supports gang 

truce; calls for them to turn in guns
Commissioner of Police, 

Gary Griffith says he’s in full 
support of two major gangs in 
Trinidad and Tobago calling 
a truce, but he’s challenging 
them to take things a step fur-
ther.  “Since you are telling 
the whole country that there’s 
a truce and you need peace, I 
am providing the opportunity 
for you to hand in all your fire-
arms because as gang mem-
bers who want to have a truce, 
I would expect that what you 
will do now is to give up all 
your firearms and then work to 
help this country,” he said. 

Griffith says he’s prepared 
to support the gangs’ initia-
tive, especially due to the role 
they’ve allegedly played in the 
country’s ongoing crime situ-
ations.  “I welcome this. This 
is excellent news. If it means 
that persons who have been in-
volved in criminal activity that 
have been instrumental in and 
been the catalyst for the ma-
jority of the 5,000 murders in 
the last decade and they decide 
to say ‘let us form a truce’ be-
cause we want peace”, he said. 

The Commissioner is chal-
lenging them to give up 
their guns if they’re serious 
about their initiative. 

“A truce cannot be cosmet-
ic; that you high five one gang 
leader and others but then say 
we’ll keep our firearms. You 
cannot have a cosmetic truce, 
you cannot be half pregnant,” 
he said. 

Questioned on whether he 
was calling for a gun amnes-
ty, Griffith says that’s a matter 

for the Minister of National Se-
curity and the Prime Minister 
to decide on.  This weekend, a 
slew of local dancehall artistes 
came together to call a truce 
between the Rasta City and 
Muslim gangs in Trinidad and 
Tobago.

Meanwhile, Cops in Mor-
vant police killings will no 
longer be on active duty The 
police officers whose weap-
ons were discharged during 
the shooting incident in Mor-
vant will no longer be on active 
duty. The officers have been 
removed from administrative 
and operational duty.

Commissioner of Police 
Gary Griffith made the an-
nouncement while speaking at 
a media briefing on Tuesday 

at the Police Administration 
Building in Port of Spain.

“With immediate effect, all 
those involved in firing their 
weapons during this incident 
would no longer be on active 
duty, either operational or ad-
ministrative. I expect that the 
Police Complaints Authority’s 
findings would be sent to me 
as quickly as possible for me to 
take decisive action and disci-
plinary action, if required, or to 
ensure the officers report to full 
duty based on the findings.”

He added: “This is not in 
anyway to be seen as a sign 
that the officers are being ac-
cused or blamed or disciplined 
for wrongdoing.”

It comes one day after Di-
rector of the Police Complaints 

Authority David West formally 
advised the Commissioner of 
Police that officers involved in 
the fatal shooting of three Mor-
vant men should be suspend-
ed. Joel Jacobs, Israel Moses 
Clinton and Noel Diamond we 
gunned down on June 27.

A video of the incident went 
viral on social media sparking 
days of protests in and around 
the capital city.

Responding to the PCA’s 
recommendation, the Commis-
sioner of Police said he would 
not be pressured or bullied into 
making any decisions based on 
emotions or otherwise.

“This situation is getting 
more and more like a lynch 
mob wanting immediate action 
with no due process.”

Police Commissioner, Gary Griffith
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Jamaican Student Deportation Fears

Regional News

Hundreds of Jamaican stu-
dents who pursue tertiary stud-
ies in the United States could 
find themselves at risk of being 
deported if their universities 
switch to online-only courses, 
according to a statement from 
the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) yesterday.

It was revealed that it may 
affect thousands of foreign stu-
dents.

The US mainstream media 
have quoted ICE as saying that 
students who fall under certain 
visa categories “may not take a 
full online course load and re-
main in the United States”.

The report further added that 
the State Department will not 
issue visas to students enrolled 
in schools and/or programmes 
that are fully online for the fall 
semester nor will US Customs 
and Border Protection per-
mit these students to enter the 
United States.

Universities across the US 
are beginning to transition to 
online courses as a result of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Jamaican-American immi-
gration attorney Dahlia Walk-
er-Huntington told The Glean-
er yesterday that the measures 
will impact some students’ 
studies.

“Some colleges and univer-
sities have not yet even figured 
out what they are doing for the 
fall as yet.

“Some will have to leave 
based on their schedules and 
others will not be granted visas 
to study,” said Huntington.

According to the immigra-
tion specialist, “if they don’t 
leave or enrol in another pro-
gramme, the government can 

begin removal proceedings 
against them.

The Washington-based Stu-
dent and Exchange Visitor 
Program (SEVP) announced 
modifications to temporary 
exemptions or non-immigrant 
students taking online classes 
owing to COVID-19 for the 
fall 2020 semester.

As a result of the pandemic, 
SEVP instituted a temporary 
exemption regarding online 
courses for the spring and sum-
mer semesters.

“The policy permitted 
non-immigrant students to 
take more online courses than 

normally permitted by feder-
al regulation to maintain their 
non-immigrant status during 
the COVID-19 emergency,” 
the SEVP stated.

ICE suggested that students 
currently enrolled in the US 
consider other measures, like 
transferring to schools with 
in-person instruction.

There’s an exception for uni-
versities using a hybrid model, 
such as a mix of online and 
in-person classes.

Visa requirements for stu-
dents have always been strict 
and coming to the US to take 
online-only courses has been 

prohibited.
“These are not some fly-by-

night universities, these aren’t 
scams, these are legit univer-
sities who would normally 
have in-person curricula but 
for coronavirus,” said Theresa 
Cardinal Brown, director of 
immigration and cross-border 
policy at the Bipartisan Policy 
Center in Washington DC.

“The bigger issue is some 
of these countries have travel 
restrictions on and they can’t 
go home, so what do they do 
then?” she added. “It’s a co-
nundrum for a lot of students.”
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Trump administration begins formal 
withdrawal from World Health Organization

The Trump administration 
has notified Congress and the 
United Nations that the United 
States is formally withdrawing 
from the World Health Orga-
nization, multiple officials tell 
CNN, a move that comes amid 
a rising number of coronavirus 
cases throughout the Americas 
in the last week alone.

Sen. Robert Menendez, the 
top Democrat on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
tweeted the news Tuesday.

“Congress received notifi-
cation that POTUS officially 
withdrew the U.S. from the 
@WHOin the midst of a 
pandemic. To call Trump’s re-
sponse to COVID chaotic & 
incoherent doesn’t do it justice. 
This won’t protect American 
lives or interests—it leaves 
Americans sick & America 
alone,” he wrote.

A State Department offi-
cial also confirmed that “the 
United States’ notice of with-
drawal, effective July 6, 2021, 
has been submitted to the UN 
Secretary-General, who is the 
depository for the WHO.”

The letter addressed to the 
UN is very short, around three 
sentences, a source briefed on 
the correspondence told CNN, 
and it will trigger a one-year 
withdrawal timeline. However, 
this source also cautioned that 
they cannot confirm they saw 
the final version of the letter.

While lawmakers from both 
parties have long cited system-
ic problems with the WHO, 
many have also denounced the 
President’s decision to with-
draw during a once-in-a-centu-

ry global pandemic.
Despite alleging that the 

World Health Organization 
“enabled” the Chinese gov-
ernment’s sweeping cover-up 
of the coronavirus pandemic’s 
origins, members of the GOP 
China task force urged Presi-
dent Donald Trump last month 
to reconsider his decision to 
terminate relations with the in-
ternational body, arguing that 
the US can do more to affect 
change as a member.

Among its current functions, 
the WHO is attempting to co-
ordinate efforts to get personal 
safety and medical equipment, 
like ventilators, to hospitals 
around the world.

Some have warned that 
withdrawal in the current en-
vironment could also interfere 
with clinical trials essential for 
developing vaccines, as well as 
efforts to trace the spread of the 
virus globally. Meanwhile, the 
number of coronavirus cases 
continues to surge across the 
US and in various countries 
around the world.

There are at least 2,953,423 
cases of coronavirus in the 
US, and at least 130,546 peo-
ple have died from the virus in 
the country, according to Johns 
Hopkins University’s tally of 
cases.

On Monday, Johns Hopkins 
reported 17,346 new cases and 
261 deaths. The totals include 
cases from all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia and other 
US territories, as well as repa-
triated cases.

Trump has repeatedly in-
sisted that the rise of cases in 

the US is purely the result of 
increased testing, but a WHO 
official knocked down that 
claim on Monday. The Trump 
administration has already di-
verted funding from the WHO 
and the process to formally 
withdraw will take a year to 
complete. Critics of the deci-
sion hope that the withdrawal 
decision will be reversed if 
Trump loses the presidential 
election in November.

“Whatever is done now 
can be reversed in the year to 
come, because it will not be fi-
nal,” a UN diplomat told CNN 
Tuesday, pointing to how long 
the process of withdrawal will 
take. Trump’s decision to per-
manently terminate the US 
relationship with the WHO 
follows a years-long pattern of 
railing against global organiza-
tions, with the President claim-
ing that the US is being taken 
advantage of. The President 
has questioned US funding to 
the United Nations and NATO, 
withdrawn from the Paris cli-
mate accord and repeatedly 
criticized the World Trade Or-
ganization.

But health experts, US law-

makers and world leaders have 
expressed concern over de-
funding the organization amid 
a pandemic.

After Trump’s announce-
ment in May, a WHO spokes-
person told CNN, “We have no 
comment to offer at this point.”

WHO scientists and experts 
are scheduled to travel to Chi-
na this weekend to investigate 
the origins of the novel corona-
virus, WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
announced on Tuesday.

Specifically, experts will be 
seeking to trace the narrative 
of how the coronavirus might 
have spread from the wild to 
possibly farm animals to hu-
mans, said Dr. Mike Ryan, 
executive director of WHO’s 
Health Emergencies Program.

Trump initially announced 
his intention to withdraw from 
WHO in May and has consis-
tently accused the organization 
of aiding China in covering up 
the origins of the virus. He has 
also claimed that if the WHO 
had acted appropriately, he 
could have instituted a travel 
ban on people coming from 
China sooner.
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Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro has tested positive for coronavirus.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Brazil’s President Bolsonaro 
tests positive for Coronavirus

He took the test, his fourth, 
on Monday after developing 
symptoms, including a high 
temperature.

Mr Bolsonaro has repeatedly 
played down risks of what he 
has called the “little flu”, say-
ing he would not be seriously 
affected. He has opposed lock-
downs, which he says hurt the 
economy.

Brazil has the second-high-
est number of Covid-19 cases 
and deaths in the world, after 
the US.

He made the announcement 
in a TV interview on Tuesday, 
saying the fever he had been 
experiencing had gone down 
and that he felt “very well”.

Mr Bolsonaro said that he 
had started experiencing symp-

toms on Sunday. He said he 
had had a high temperature, a 
cough and had felt unwell.

He added that on Monday he 
had felt worse, which prompt-
ed him to take the coronavirus 
test.

Mr Bolsonaro is in a high-
er-risk group because of his 
age, 65.

He said he was taking hy-
droxychloroquine - champi-
oned by US President Donald 
Trump - and azithromycin, an 
antibiotic, to treat the illness. 
Neither has been proven to be 
effective against the virus.

Contact tracing and tests will 
be carried out for the people 
Mr Bolsonaro has met recently.

His previous three tests for 
the virus all came back neg-

ative. The executive director 
of the World Health Organi-
zation, Dr Mike Ryan, wished 
President Bolsonaro “a speedy 
and full recovery from this dis-
ease”, adding: “I think the mes-
sage to us all is: we are vulnera-
ble to this virus.”

Back in April, Mr Bolsona-
ro said that even if infected, he 
would “not have to worry as I 
wouldn’t feel anything, at most 
it would be like a little flu or a 
little cold”.

The number of Covid-19-re-
lated deaths and infections 
- at that time under 3,000 and 
40,000 - has since soared.

Despite this, President Bol-
sonaro has argued that regional 
lockdowns are having a more 
damaging effect than the virus 

itself, and accused the media of 
spreading panic and paranoia.

His other comments on the 
virus include:

11 March:”From what I have 
seen until now, there are other 
kinds of flu which have killed 
more people than that [corona-
virus] one”

18 March: “Today we have 
information, that because we 
have a more tropical climate [in 
Brazil] we’ve almost reached 
the end [of the pandemic], or 
it’s already over... the virus 
doesn’t spread as fast in warm 
climates like ours”

20 March: “After being 
stabbed, I’m not going to be 
brought down by a little flu”

He has since continued to rail 
against measures that he deems 
“dictatorial” such as the clos-
ing beaches or requirements to 
wear face coverings.

On Monday, he made further 
changes to a law that would re-
quire Brazilians to wear masks 
in public.

He has attended a number of 
public events without a mask, 
even when local rules required 
him to wear one.

On Sunday, Foreign Minister 
Ernesto Araújo posted a photo 
on social media showing him-
self with President Bolsonaro 
and others attending an Inde-
pendence Day celebration at 
the US embassy in Brasilia.

None of those in the photo 
were wearing a mask or ob-
serving social distancing.
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Egypt, France, Germany and Jordan 
warn Israel over annexation

The foreign ministers of 
Egypt, France, Germany and 
Jordan have urged Israel to 
abandon plans for annexing 
settlements in the occupied 
West Bank, warning such ac-
tion could have “consequenc-
es” for relations.

The government of Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu had set July 1 as 
the date when it could begin 
to annex Jewish settlements 
in the occupied West Bank, as 
well as in the strategic Jordan 
Valley.

The move was endorsed by 
a Middle East plan unveiled 
by US President Donald 
Trump in January.

Netanyahu’s office made 
no announcement on July 1, 
but said talks were continuing 
with US officials and Israeli 
security chiefs.

“We concur that any annex-
ation of Palestinian territories 
occupied in 1967 would be a 
violation of international law 
and imperil the foundations of 
the peace process,” the min-
isters said in a statement after 
a joint video conference on 
Tuesday.

“We would not recognise 
any changes to the 1967 bor-
ders that are not agreed by 
both parties in the conflict.

“We also concur that such 
a step would have serious 
consequences for the securi-
ty and stability of the region, 
and would constitute a major 
obstacle to efforts aimed at 
achieving a comprehensive 
and just peace.

“It could also have conse-
quences for the relationship 
with Israel,” the statement 
added, underlining their com-
mitment to a two-state solu-
tion based on international 
law.

In recent weeks, the EU has 
mounted a diplomatic cam-
paign against the annexation, 
highlighted by a visit to Je-

rusalem by German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas to raise 
concerns about the prospec-
tive plans.

But the bloc cannot threaten 
Israel with formal sanctions 
without unanimous support 
among members.

After occupying the West 
Bank in the 1967 Six-Day 
War, Israel began establish-

ing a network of settlements 
during the following decade. 
Construction has continued to 
this day.

Despite being viewed as 
illegal under international 
law, the settler population has 
jumped by 50 percent during 
the past decade.

Netanyahu’s government set July 1 as the date when it could begin to annex Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank and Jordan Valley
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US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin has been under pressure to share more 
information about the PPP loans

Moguls and lobbyists get millions 
in government aid

The US government has distributed 
more than $521bn (415bn) to businesses 
from its emergency coronavirus aid. This 
week, the public finally got a glimpse of 
who’s been getting the money.

The list, released by the US Treasury 
Department, reignited debate about the 
controversial programme, called the Pay-
check Protection Program (PPP).

“We don’t want to say that the PPP 
didn’t help small businesses - it did. But 
well-connected small businesses got 
helped first and most,” said Joshua Got-
baum, a guest scholar at the Brookings 
Institution think tank.

The programme was intended to help 
small firms and prevent widespread lay-
offs during the pandemic. It offers loans, 
distributed by banks, that can be forgiven 

if firms use them primarily to pay staff 
wages, But it has faced significant criti-
cism, including that money has gone to 
bigger companies that don’t need the help. 
Government inspectors have also warned 
that it is at risk of fraud, due to limited 
transparency and oversight.

The names published on Monday rep-
resented firms that received loans worth 
more than $150,000 - less than 15% of 
the more than 4.8 million overall loans. 
And some flaws in the data have surfaced. 
(Scooter company Bird said it was errone-
ously listed.)

Steve Ellis, president of budget watch-
dog group Taxpayers for Common Sense, 
called the disclosures long overdue. But 
he warned that the government will have 
to provide much more information if it 

wants to build confidence that programme 
is not being abused. “Just because they’ve 
provided a list of names and businesses ... 
doesn’t mean the money wasn’t wasted or 
doesn’t mean the money was wasted,” he 
said. So who got the money?

Recipients included businesses owned 
by the family of Jared Kushner, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s son-in-law; a ship-
ping business owned by the family of 
Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao; 
and several members of Congress or their 
spouses.

New York law firm Kasowitz, Benson & 
Torres, headed by Mr Trump’s long-time 
personal attorney Marc Kasowitz, also 
received a loan worth between $5 million 
and $10 million. It was among dozens of 
law firms that received PPP aid.

Dozens of tenants of Mr Trump’s real 
estate company also received money, as 
did many powerful Washington lobby 
groups and political organisations, such as 
the Black Congressional Caucus.

Mr Gotbaum said it was “scandalous” 
that firms tied to politicians were bene-
fiting from the programme, which at one 
point ran out of money.

Kanye West’s Yeezy apparel brand - 
which recently announced a long-term 
deal with Gap - got a loan worth between 
$2m and $5m, which was expected to help 
save 106 jobs.

Several other high profile fashion fig-
ures also got funds in that range, including 
Oscar de la Renta and Vera Wang.

The Nobu restaurants and hotels backed 
by actor Robert De Niro also received 
worth between $11m and $28m, while 
Francis Ford Coppola Winery, owned by 
the director’s family, received a loan worth 
between $1m and $2m.

“We are using the PPP loan to ensure 
employee wages and benefits continue 
during these uncertain times,” the winery 
wrote on Twitter after the deal was flagged. 
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1 Selfish (13)
8 Reddish-brown colour (4)
9 Give up (8)
10 Not ideal (6,4)
12 Solid (6)
14 One who holds forth (6)
15 Solo (10)
19 Merchant (8)
20 Winding spool on a fishing rod (4)
21 Group that does each other favours
              — not rowdy bloke (anag) (3,3,7)

2 Disgust (8)
3 Go one better than (5)
4 Support (5,2)
5 Dimwit (5)
6 Boat racing event (7)
7 Farewell (informal) (2-2)
11 Ancestor (8)
13 Leafstalks usually cooked, sweetened 
              and eaten in puddings (7)
14 Abide by — watch (7)
16 Soothe (5)
17 The Turn of the ___ , 1898 Henry
              James horror story (5)
18 Legendary Swiss crossbowman and folk hero (4)
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ARIES (Mar 21-Apr. 19):  What will be will be. No 
matter how hard you try, you might not have a contingency 
plan for every problem that arises. Bolster your confidence 
to handle whatever comes up. Let a special someone treat 
you like royalty.

TAURUS (Apr. 20-May 20): Steer clear of temptation. 
With many important responsibilities on your plate, avoid 
those who may try to lure you away from obligations toward 
fun and games now. Don’t make key decisions based on 
your emotions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):  Feel bad or learn, your 
choice. Instead of letting any recent mistakes erode your 
confidence, let them teach you an important lesson. It may 
be best to maintain a low profile and focus on studying a 
favorite subject.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): If you’re going to talk, 
have something worth saying. Watch for cues that someone 
may need their space now and keep communications to the 
point. This may give you and a loved one needed peace and 
help maintain harmony.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You’ve got it made. Events may 
transpire in a way that leaves you a lot of free time while 
those around you are busy bees. Someone may appreciate a 
helping hand, or you could get the jump on future projects.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Put off procrastinating. 
Don’t drag your feet over an unpleasant task, as the sooner 
you get it over with, the sooner you can move on to better 
things. Your advice to someone may not be appreciated.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22.): Just say no. Under certain 
conditions you could fall for someone’s pitch to sell you 
something you don’t need if you’re not careful. Stick around 
trusted friends and colleagues who’ll be happy to steer you 
out of trouble.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Tomorrow may cast things 
in a different light. An item that you absolutely must have 
right now may seem unnecessary later. Trust the counsel of 
a friend or loved one to set you straight.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): The in-crowd may 
not be all they are cracked up to be. Confidence comes from 
within; focus on that instead of trying to impress others. 
Find tasks over which you can have complete control.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Give your inner child 
a timeout. Try to keep your composure even if those around 
you are horsing around in an inappropriate place or time. An 
extravagant purchase may not be necessary.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Keep your head 
in the clouds but your feet on the ground. Others may 
enjoy dazzling with what “could” be; you should only be 
concerned with what is. Stay rooted in reality if you hope to 
set attainable goals.

PISCES (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Never say never. Sticking 
to outdated rules or policies may put you at a disadvantage 
when it comes to negotiations. Compromise may come at a 
cost, but you should end up gaining much more.
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A high level of optimism surrounds the West Indies camp 
as they look to end a 32 year wait to win a Test cricket series 
in England.

Ahead of the first ever bio-secure series set to begin to-
day (Wednesday) at the Ageas Bowl in Southampton, pav-
ing the way for international cricket to resume in the wake 
of the coronavirus pandemic, Head Coach, Phil Simmons, 
said his team is confident of victory  and retaining the Wis-
den Trophy on English soil.

“We definitely have belief. I think that the attitude I have 
seen, especially today (Tuesday) in training, it shows me 
that the guys have the belief that we can win the series 
here,” Simmons stated.

Simmons said the key factor for Jason Holder’s side is to 
play proper cricket in all three facets of the game. 

Joseph significantly improved; 
could rattle England warns Roach

Key West Indies strike 
bowler, Kemar Roach, be-
lieves young pace bowler, 
Alzarri Joseph, can have a 
decisive impact against En-
gland in the upcoming Test 
series.

Roach and Joseph are ex-
pected to form part of a four 
pronged bowling attack that 
also includes the returning 
Shannon Gabriel and West 
Indies Captain, Jason Hold-
er.

The quartet did well on 

home soil last year when the 
team secured a 2-1win over 
England and the Wisden 
Trophy.

On that occasion, while 
it was Roach who played a 
starring role with the ball, 
Joseph provided plenty of 
support with a 10 wicket 
haul for the series and gave 
the English batsmen plenty 
to think about.

Ahead of the upcoming 
series, Roach believes his 
young teammate’s game has 

improved much since their 
last outing.

“Once he sticks to his 
game plan and has confi-
dence in himself, I don’t see 
why he can’t do very well in 

this series,” Roach told the 
media.

“He is a fantastic talent 
and we all know what he is 
capable of,” the Barbadian 
added.

West Indies confident 
they can defend the 

Wisden Trophy
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Samuel, proved to be the 
most soft spoken of the 
bunch. 

Notwithstanding this, she 
shares her sisters’ hopes for 
obtaining a scholarship to 
pursue a university educa-
tion. At present however, 
Ajahna enjoys the subjects 
mathematics and visual arts 

at her school, Princess Mar-
garet  Secondary.

Like her sisters and father, 
she too is a loyal Manchester 
United fan, but her favourite 
player and football hero is 
Man U’s Anthony Martial.

The girls’ father, Vincent 
“Nabu” Samuel, a popular 
coach within the Ministry 
of Sports, came in for high 

praises from his daughters 
who credited him for their 
successes so far. The sis-
ters recognised and thanked 
their dad for his tremendous 
commitment, love and sup-
port in their personal and 
athletic development which 
has set them apart from their 
peers.

The girls made it clear 

however, that being coached 
by their dad is no walk in the 
park as he is just as tough 
and demanding of them 
during training as he is with 
the other girls and women 
who are a part of the Cutting 
Edge team which has the 
proud distinction as one of 
the two top female clubs in 
Antigua and Barbuda.

cont’d from pg 24
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The Samuel Sisters from 
the village of Greenbay 
are talented, ambitious and 
focused. The four sisters, 
daughters of national youth 
coach, Vincent “Nabu” 
Samuel, are among the top 
players in the domestic fe-
male football league who 
also represent Antigua and 
Barbuda at the regional and 
international level.

Demica Samuel, the eldest 
of the four, attends the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Institute of 
Continuing Education (AB-
ICE) and is recognized as 
one of the top defenders in 
female football.

The 19-year-old has repre-
sented the Empire Star Girls 
and the Antigua and Barbu-
da National Team at all lev-
els.

The former Ottos Compre-
hensive player’s favorite po-
sition is right back however 
she has no problem fitting 
in anywhere across the de-
fence. The Cutting Edge star 
has expressed aspirations of 
furthering her education at 
the tertiary level, pursuing a 
degree in business.

Younger sister, Denisia 
Samuel, 17, attends the Ot-
tos Comprehensive School 
and has represented the na-

tional team at the Under-15 
and Under-17 levels.

Denisia, who prefers the 
right back p;ay position, 
also represents the Cutting 
Edge Football team coached 
by her dad Nabu.

Although they have their 
strengths on the field of play, 
both Demica and Senisia are 
versatile as within their club 
Demica plays right back and 
while Denisia plays center 
back.

Denisia shared that her 
favorite player is Manches-
ter United’s Marcus Rash-

ford; the team and a player 
all supported by the entire 
Samuel family.

“My goal is to attend col-
lege and take it from there, 
“ the young Greenbay resi-
dent confirmed.

Yet another member of the 
Samuel squad is 14-year-
old Denesha who is also a 
national player at the youth 
level.

“My dad introduced me to 
the game and I fell in love 
with it.” Denesha beamed. 

“I used to play netball,” 
she continued, “but football 
drew my attention and now 
I am enjoying the sport and 
looking forward to gaining a 

scholarship in the future.”
Denesha’s first nation-

al outing was in St. Kitts 
against Dominica and ac-
cording to her, an experi-
ence she will never forget 
for a very simple reason.

“I scored!” she told us ex-
citedly.

The third Samuel sister 
went on to share that she 
enjoyed the recent female 
football league at the ABFA 
Technical Center which was 
ultimately postponed on 
March 13th 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The large crowds were 
encouraging and assisted in 
producing a better standard 
of play Denesha explained.
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