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Garfield Joseph of Glanvilles is the
first reported COVID-19 death in
Antigua and Barbuda.
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DAY 4/8

Max UV Index: 12 Extreme

Wind: ESE at 13 km/h

Wind Gusts: 18 km/h

Probability of Precipitation: 60%
Probability of Thunderstorms: 20%
Precipitation: 1.9 mm

Rain: 1.9 mm

Snow: 0.0 cm

Ice: 0.0 mm

Hours of Precipitation: 2

Hours of Rain: 2

Partly sunny with a couple of showers

SUNRISE/SUNSET

Sunrise AST
5:56AM

Sunset AST
6:22PM

Local News

PM Browne Extends Best
Wishes To Boris Johnson

Duration
12:26hr

Prime Minister, Gaston Browne,
has extended best wishes to his
British counterpart as he battles the
coronavirus, COVID-19 in a Lon-
don hospital.

55 year-old Boris Johnson was
admitted to hospital with persistent
symptoms on Sunday evening and
has since been admitted to inten-
sive care.

The Antiguan head of government
said: “We are deeply concerned by
the terrible news that British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has been
admitted to intensive care from
symptoms of the coronavirus.”

He added he and his government
“extend best wishes for a speedy re-

NIGHT 4/8

Wind: ESE at 9 km/h
Wind Gusts: 17 km/h

covery and a return of Prime Minis-
ter Johnson to his duties.”

“The prayers of the people of An-
tigua and Barbuda are with Boris,
his family and the British people
in general, as we work collective-
ly to rid the world of the deadly
COVID-19 virus,” Browne was
quoted as saying.

Britain’s Foreign Secretary Dom-
inic Raab has said he is ‘confident
Boris Johnson will recover’ from
coronavirus, describing the prime
minister as a ‘fighter’.

Speaking at the daily coronavi-
rus briefing, Raab said Johnson
remained in ‘good spirits’ and was
breathing without assistance.

Probability of Precipitation: 3%
Probability of Thunderstorms: 0%

Precipitation: 0.0 mm
Rain: 0.0 mm
Snow: 0.0 cm

lce: 0.0 mm

Partly cloudy

MOONRISE/MOONSET

Moonrise AST
7:12 PM

Moonset AST
7:14AM

Duration
12:02hr
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Local News

Chief Medical Officer (CMQ) Dr. Rhonda Sealy-Thomas, right, and MSJMC Medical Director, Dr. Albert Duncan.

Antigua and Barbuda has recorded its
two COVID-19 fatalities, officials have
reported late Tuesday.

The first recorded death was that of
a 47-year-old man - Garfield Joseph of
Glanvilles -who died on Saturday mere
hours after being admitted to the coun-
try’s main hospital, the Mount St. John’s
Medical Center (MSIMC). The second
death was announced Tuesday night by
Prime Minister Gaston Browne on his
Facebook page. The identity of that in-
dividual was unknown up to the time of
going to press.

The announcement of the first death-
was made on Tuesday afternoon during
a special COVID-19 Update presented
jointly by Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Dr. Rhonda Sealy-Thomas and MSJMC
Medical Director, Dr. Albert Duncan.

According to the CMO, Joseph was
taken to MSJMC by the Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) on 4th April
2020. “He was managed for complica-
tions of diabetes mellitus but, because
of his [condition], he was also suspected
of having COVID-19 disease.” Accord-
ing to his Facebook page, it appears as
though Joseph died on his birthday.

She added that samples for testing
were taken from the man and sent to
the Caribbean Public Health Agency
(CARPHA) in Trinidad for testing.

“The patient’s immediate manage-
ment at that time included stabilization,
but despite medical intervention, the
gentleman passed away in the Intensive
Care Unit, or ICU, on the same day of
his admission.”

She said the test results for the now de-
ceased man “were reported to the Min-
istry of Health & Wellness on Tuesday
as one of 17 samples that were sent to
CARPHA on Monday, 6th April 2020”.

“Of that 17,” Dr. Sealy-Thomas con-
tinued, “five samples returned positive.”

She explained that “one of these is a
repeat, one is the patient who passed
away, one is a healthcare worker, and
the other two are currently hospitalized
at the Mount St. John’s Medical Cen-
ter.”

Providing updated figures, the CMO
said that “so far there have been 55 per-
sons in Antigua and Barbuda who have
been tested for COVID-19 disease. Of
these, 19 have been found to be positive
and 36 negative.”

Two COVID-19 Deaths

She disclosed that “three of the 19 are
healthcare workers and 12 had a posi-
tive travel history.”

Elaborating further, Medical Director
Duncan said the deceased man ‘“was
brought into the emergency room after a
two-day history of cough and weakness.
He arrived in critical condition and, ul-
timately, resuscitation failed and he was
pronounced dead.”

He noted that the man “had a number
of co-morbidities which would have
made management of this COVID virus
very difficult and also very serious.”

A family member reported that Joseph
was hospitalized just days before he
was re-admitted on Saturday for com-
plications related to diabetes, but after
two days at the institution he was dis-
charged. Two days later, he was rushed
back to the hospital and he died shortly
after admittance. The deceased was em-
ployed in the maintenanced department
at the V.C. Bird International Airport as
a plumber. It is unclear where he con-
tracted the virus.

Meanwhile, five more samples are
scheduled to be sent to CARPHA for
testing today.
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POINT

GOVID-18

- New Number

Two doctors, one nurse
among COVID cases

There is word that three health care
workers are among the nineteen pos-
itive cases of the deadly coronavirus,
COVID-19, recorded in Antigua and
Barbuda.

Information from health authorities
indicate that two doctors and a nurse
are among those being treated for
the disease. With the revelation on
Tuesday that six persons diagnosed
with COVID-19 disease are currently
hospitalized, and one having passed
away, questions naturally arose about
the remaining 12 from the total of 19
cases that have been confirmed in
Antigua and Barbuda.

That another dozen is recovering at
home under continuous medical mon-
itoring, according to the country’s

Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Dr.
Rhonda Sealy-Thomas, as she spoke
during the latest official COVID-19
briefing on Tuesday afternoon.

“The persons at home would have
mild disease,” she said, explaining
that “they do not have pneumonia or
any signs or symptoms or respiratory
distress that would require hospital-
ization.”

The CMO assured the nation that
“those cases are doing very well. We
monitor them daily ...”

Dr. Sealy-Thomas also expressed
concern about the fact that three
frontline healthcare workers are
now among those infected with the
life-threatening COVID-19 virus.

She said medical personnel are at

increased risk of infection because
they are in direct contact with pa-
tients. “It’s a challenge for us to
determine at times where someone
would have picked up an infection.”
But she also noted that while trans-
mission from patients to nurses and
doctors is always a strong possibil-
ity, healthcare providers could also
get infected outside their occupation-
al duties and pick up the virus from

within the general population.
Perhaps the least comforting —
though not necessarily the most un-
settling — bit of information coming
out of Tuesday’s update was that
so far no one has recovered from
COVID-19 to the extent of becoming
cont’d on pg 5
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Commercial Banks

to Open On Thursday

Commercial banks in Antigua and
Barbuda will open on Thursday for a
limited period...but the services they
offer will be limited as well.

President of the Bankers Associa-
tion, Michael Spencer, said all com-
mercial banks will open from 8:00am
to 12 noon on Thursday for cash only
services.

Spencer said the banks have been
urging customers to make use of inter-
net banking or use their ATM cards to
conduct business.

However, he noted that the banks
recognize that there are some custom-
ers who do not possess debit cards nor
have internal access.

Therefore, the decision to open the
banks tomorrow is to accommodate

these individuals.

Additionally, Spencer said, the an-
nouncement of an extended 24-hour
curfew for the nation, the banks have
decided that they will open for two
days each week — Wednesdays and
Fridays — from 8:00 am to 12 noon to
accommodate customers.

The ABBA president said these
hours of operation will continue until
further notice.

Meanwhile, Spencer is reporting
that individual banks are putting in
place measures to reduce the exposure
of their staff to possible infection from
the COVID-19 virus.

He disclosed that some banks are
putting in place glass shields between
their tellers and the public and in cases

where they are not yet in place...banks
are advising customers to stand sever-
al feet away from the tellers.

Under the new protocols being in-
stituted, only a limited number of cus-
tomers are allowed in the bank at any
one time and even while queuing up
upside, customers are advised to stand
at least six feet away from each other.

In related news, the treasury depart-
ment will be paying out cheques to
weekly paid government workers on
Thursday, but it will not be open to the
general public.

Accountant General, Dr. Cleopatra
Gittens said staff of the treasury will
report to work tomorrow but it will
not be a ‘normal’ day as only govern-
ment’s weekly wages will be paid.

cont’d from pg 4
virus free.

The first patient to be
diagnosed here with the

concentrated in a particular
area, “But in terms of clus-
ters ... at least four of the
confirmed cases are asso-

ciated with travel to Mont-
serrat for the St. Patrick’s
Day festival ... That’s very
interesting for us and we’re

looking at other persons
who would have travelled
to Montserrat; we’re doing
surveillance on them.”

disease on March 12 (a
24-year-old female who ar-
rived by air from the UK)
is said to be “recovering
nicely”, but has tested pos-
itive for the virus in two
subsequent repeat tests.

“She continues to im-
prove,” Dr. Sealy-Thomas
said, “she has no symptoms
currently. She is back to
her normal self ... we are
going to look closer at her,
because it’s a very interest-
ing case, and we need to
see what’s really happen-
ing there.”

The CMO explained that
the confirmed cases are not

e seat belt is one of our best
protections in a car crash.

The real breakthrough with
modern seat belts came in 1958
when Swedish engineer Nils Bohlin
invented the three-point seatbelt.

EVolutIon o road salety

Up until this peint, seat belts in
cars were two-point lap belts,
which strapped across the body,
with the buckle placed over the
abdomen.

Volvo had estimated that the seat
belt had saved more than one

million lives in the four decades
since it was introduced.

[SIB

A Message from Antigua and Barbuda Transport Board
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The 24-hour curfew that
has been imposed on Anti-
gua and Barbuda under the
state of emergency has been
extended for another week.

A special publication of
the Official Gazette said the
extension takes place from
Thursday April 9 at 6:00 am
to Thursday April 16, 2020
at 6:00 am.

The state of emergency
has been imposed under the
Public Health Act (Danger-
ous and Infectious Disease)
(Amendment) No.2 Regula-
tions, 2020.

Signed by the Chairman
of the Central Board of
Health, Eustace Lake, the
extension of the curfew is
part of government’s move
to further control the spread
of the dangerous infectious
disease COVID-19. Under
the statute, the Board ‘here-
by issues and directs that the
following special measures
be observed throughout An-
tigua and Barbuda’.

The curfew restricts move-
ment of all persons, except
special categories of work-
ers identified by profession.
All other individuals are to
remain in their place of res-
idence (homes) during the
curfew period.The regula-
tions also describe what the

Curfew Extended

wearing of masks now mandatory

law considers as ‘place of
resident’ as follows;

(1) Freedom of movement
of every person in Antigua
and Barbuda shall be ex-
ercised only in accordance
with the provisions of these
Regulations.

(2) Except as provided
herein, every person shall
remain confined to his or her
place of residence (which
includes the porch, gallery
and yard space of his or
her home) to avoid contact
with others who do not form
part of his or her immediate
household occupant.

The Gazette said all busi-
nesses and churches are to
remain closed across the
country except for a few
essential services. These
include supermarkets, gas
stations, pharmacies, banks,
credit unions, money trans-
fer services are among busi-
nesses permitted to open
from 7:00 am to 12 noon
daily.

It is now mandatory for
persons to wear face masks
in public or whenever they
leave their homes. “Every

person who is permitted to
leave his or her residence
for any portion of the cur-
few period must wear a face
mask which completely
covers both the nose and the
mouth of that person.,” Reg-
ulations #7 said.

During the curfew period,
everyone is also mandated
to practice social distancing.

The regulations state as
follows;

(1) Every business per-
mitted by this regulation to
operate during the curfew
period shall observe the so-
cial distancing protocols as
follows —

(a) ensure that all custom-
ers and staff maintain phys-
ical distancing of no less
than six (6) feet in or around

their business;

(b) determine the number
of persons that may be per-
mitted in the establishment
at any one time by permit-
ting one person for every
fifty square feet of store
space;

(c) place distance markers
at six feet interval showing
where persons are permitted
to stand at a check out point;

(d) place distance markers
at six feet interval to show
where persons are permitted
to stand while waiting out-
side of the establishment;

(2) In addition to social
distancing, owners of busi-
nesses permitted operate
during the curfew period
shall ensure that there is a
sanitizing station available
at the entry to the business
and sanitary procedures are
observed by all customers.

Residents are also advised
that it is now an offence to
go the beach during the cur-
few period. Such acts would
be a violation of the law.

The entire issue of the Of-
ficial Gazette is printed in
today’s issue of Point Ex-
press newspaper.
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Accommodation for Farmers

RESS

Farmer Browne’s crops in his (5x12 - 60 sq ft) outdoor kitchen planter include: tomatoes, chives, thymes, squashes, okras and

sweet peppers. All flowering, bearing or both.

Three agencies of govern-
ment are coming together to
assist the local farming com-
munity maintain contact with
its customers even though the
country is under a 24-hour cur-
few as part of a state of emer-
gency.

The lead agency, the St
John’s Development Corpora-
tion (SJDC) said in a statement
that the move is designed to
achieve two main objectives;
firstly, to ensure that the curfew
does not negative affect farm-
ers’ ability to sell their produce,
and secondly, to ensure that

both farmers and their custom-
ers practice the new health pro-
tocols mandated by the Min-
istry of Health to curtail the
spread of the COVID-19 virus.

According to the statement,
special provisions have been
made to accommodate the
farmers at the Public Market
Complex and the PDO com-
plex, commonly referred to as,
Bend Down. On Thursday and
Saturday this week, from 7:00
am to 12 noon, farmers will
have access to these areas to
set up their booths from which
they sell their produce.

The other agencies involved
are the Police Department and
the Extension Division of the
Ministry of Agriculture.

SIDC is going a step further
to assist both the farmers and
their customers by putting in
place water stations where they
can practice good hygiene by
washing their hands regularly.
This has been proven as one of
the ways to reduce the spread
of the virus.

The Extension Division will
update farmers of any changes
now that the curfew hours have
been officially extended.
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MBS Makes Available Critical Services

People who regularly access services
from the Medical Benefits Scheme
(MBS) are being told not to worry as
three critical areas of its operations
continue to function during the curfew
hours.

A release from MBS is advising the
general public that it continues to pro-
vide essential services to its beneficia-

——

. /m :|
“We = N\ Care”
s.'_".!-"l

Medical Benefits
Scheme

You Still Have Access td

MBS Services
and- 9th April 2020

ries and stakeholders.

“These services offered are consis-
tent with the guidelines of the State of
Emergency imposed by the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic,”
the release stated.

It identified the Antigua Barbuda
Central Medical Procurement Unit

Payment of Contribution
available 24 hours electronically or via Drop Box

We are accepting R3As and Monthly Contributions via Dropbox at our
Nevis Street Pharmacy from 8:00 am to 11:00 am,
Or

Pay your monthly contributions via Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT):

Banking information
Beneficiary Account #

— (100004425

Medical Benefits Scheme

Beneficiary Bank

Antigua Commercial Bank

Routing #

Email signed PDF file of R3As to: Contributions@mbs.gov.ag

001320695

These amendments are in light of the Government’s imposed State

of Emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

(ABCMPU) managed and operated
by the MBS which continues to pro-
vide critical institutional support in the
form of pharmaceuticals and medical
supplies, to the Mount St. John’s Med-
ical Centre (MSJMC), public clinics
and our first responders.

In addition, the services of the ABC-
MPU can be accessed weekdays from
8:00am to 4:00pm. MBS continues to
provide limited pharmacy service to
beneficiaries daily. The MBS pharma-
cies located at Nevis Street, Clare Hall
and Browne’s Avenue will operate a
drop-off service only, Monday to Fri-
day, from 8:00am to 11:00am. Bene-
ficiaries will be able to pick-up com-
pleted prescriptions in 48-hour.

Beneficiaries are also reminded to re-
fill their prescriptions when they have
at least 5 days, but not more than sev-
en days of medication left. Social dis-
tancing and hand sanitizing protocols
are enforced at all MBS pharmacies.
Employers can also make payment by
sending their remittance forms and
monthly contributions electronically.

All R3A’s (Remittance Form) can be
sent to email address contributions@
mbs.gov.ag and should be signed by
an authorized person. Employers can
make payments to MBS via electron-
ic funds transfer, using the following
bank detail;

MBS Bank: Antigua Commercial
Bank Ltd

MBS Account Number: 0100004425

Routing Number: 01320695

Employers without access to elec-
tronic banking can place R3As and
cheque payment for monthly contribu-
tions in a drop off facility at the main
MBS Pharmacy on Nevis Street during
the hours of 8:00am and 11:00am.

Contributions paid into MBS support
the Ministry of Health’s COVID-19
response, provide critical pharmaceu-
ticals and medical supplies to the MS-
JMC, and medication for thousands of
beneficiaries in Antigua and Barbuda.
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3. Repeal and replacement of Regulation 5A

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT (DANGEROUS INFECTIOUS DISEASE) (AMENDMENT)
(NO. 2) REGULATIONS 2020
STATUTORY INSTRUMENT

2020, NO. 27

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT (DANGEROUS INFECTIOUS DISEASE) (AMENDMENT) (No. 2) REGULATIONS 2020,
made by the Board pursuant to Section 102 of the Public Health Act, Cap. 353.

1. Citation and commencement

(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Public Health Act (Dangerous Infectious Disease) (Amendment) (No. 2)
Regulations, 2020.

(2) This regulation shall come into effect at 5:59a.m. on Thursday the 9% day of April, 2020.
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2. Interpretation
In these Regulations —

“principal Regulations” means the Public Health Act (Dangerous Infectious Disease) Regulations 2020, Statutory Instrument
No. 16 0f 2020
3. Repeal and replacement of Regulation SA

The principal Regulations are amended by repealing and replacing Regulation 5A as follows —
“SA. Special measure applicable to the period 9" April to 16" April, 2020
For the further control of the spread of the dangerous infectious disease COVID-19, the Board hereby issues and directs that
the following special measures be observed throughout Antigua and Barbuda:
1. Duration
These special measures shall take effect from 6:00a.m. on Thursday 9* April 2020 to 6:00a.m on Thursday 16™ April, 2020.
2. Restriction on freedom of movement
(1) Freedom of movement of every person in Antigua and Barbuda shall be exercised only in accordance with the

provisions of these Regulations.

(2) Except as provided herein, every person shall remain confined to his or her place of residence (which includes the
porch, gallery and yard space of his or her home) to avoid contact with others who do not form part of his or her immediate
household occupant.

3. Mandatory Curfew

(1) A mandatory 24-hour curfew shall be in effect from 6:00a.m. Thursday 9™ April, 2020 to 6:00a.m. Thursday 16
April, 2020 (referred to herein as the “curfew period”).

(2) Subject to this regulation, the curfew period will not apply to individuals who are involved in a medical emergency.
4, Closure of all businesses and exceptions

(1) Except as provided in this regulation and subject to subparagraph (2) all businesses shall remain closed for the
duration of the curfew period.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this regulation, no business activity or service not listed in the Schedule to
the Essential Services Act, 2008 shall be permitted to open or operate on Friday 10 April, 2020 (Good Friday), Sunday 12%
April, 2020 (Easter Sunday) and Monday 13™ April, 2020 (Easter Monday).

(3) The following services, whether provided in a private or public capacity may continue during the curfew period —

(a) doctor’s offices;

(b) clinics;

(c¢) pharmacies;

(d) provision of healthcare services and residential care services;
(e) residential or elderly care facilities and establishments;

(4) The following businesses are permitted to open and operate only between the hours of 7:00a.m. to 12:00noon. each
day —

(a) fish and meat markets, abattoirs;

(b) vending of agricultural produce;

(c) wholesale or retail grocery stores, supermarkets and community shops;
(d) gas stations;
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(e) critical cleaning services, sanitation workers;

(/) authorised delivery services of necessities (food, groceries, medicine, water, fuel);

(g) Banking Institutions licensed under the Banking Act 2015;

(h) Credit Unions

(i) Money gram and Western Union Money Transfer Services for the purpose of receiving moneys only.

(5) Registered livestock and vegetable farmers are permitted to be at their farms between the hours of 4:00a.m. and
6:00p.m.

(6) Licensed fishermen are permitted operate during the curfew period between the hours of 2:00a.m and 6:00a.m.

(7) Public transportation services are permitted to operate during the curfew period from 6:00a.m. to 7:00 p.m. provided
the operator of the public transport and the passengers wear a face mask and the passengers are seated in a staggering
formation with one person in every row that would normally accommodate 2 persons and no more than 2 persons in the
back scat.

(8) The curfew period shall not apply to persons who are employees or officers of the following —

(a) The Royal Police Force of Antigua and Barbuda including the Fire Brigade;

(b) The Antigua and Barbuda Defence Force;

(c) Office of National Drug and Money Laundering Control Policy (ONDCP);

(d) Customs and Excise Department;

(e) Immigration Department;

(/) Mount Saint John’s Medical Centre;

(g) Emergency Medical Services and E-911 Services;

(h) Media workers and other employees of a broadcasting service to the extent that they are traveling for work;
(i) Her Majesty’s Prison;

(7) Air Traffic Control Services;

(k) Meteorological Services;

(1) LIAT (1974) Ltd.

(m) Antigua and Barbuda Port Authority;

(n) Telecommunication Service providers;

(o) Antigua and Barbuda Airport Authority;

(p) Businesses licensed to provide private security services;

(g) Commercial Banks and Credit Unions to the extent required to facilitate ongoing automatic banking services.
(r) all members of Parliament,

(s) the Treasury Department, as determined by the Accountant General;

(1) the Inland Revenue Department, as determined by the Commissioner of Inland Revenue;

(1) National Solid Waste Management Authority;

(v) healthcare workers and employees of allied health care services;

(w) critical construction services (limited to BHM, Meridian Construction Company and CCECC);
(x) Brokers and Shipping agents

5. Public Service, Statutory Bodies, State-owned enterprises and the Magistrates Court

(1) Subject to subparagraph (3), members of the public service who are not employed in the provision of services under
paragraph 4(8) are permitted to work during the curfew period based on the instructions of the Permanent Secretary of the
Department or Division.

(2) Subject to subparagraph (3) employees of statutory bodies are permitted to work during the curfew period based on
the instructions of the Director or Chairman of the Board of the Statutory Body.

(3) All Permanent Secretaries within the civil service, and the Directors and Chairmen of Board of the Statutory Bodies
shall encourage and support employees in working from home to the extent that this is possible.

(4) The Magistrates’ Court shall continue to function as advised by the Chief Magistrate.
6. Social Distancing Protocol
(1) Every business permitted by this regulation to operate during the curfew period shall observe the social distancing

protocols as follows —
5
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(a) ensure that all customers and staff maintain physical distancing of no less than six (6) feet in or around their business;
(b) determine the number of persons that may be permitted in the establishment at any one time by permitting one person
for every fifty square feet of store space;

(c) place distance markers at six feet interval showing where persons are permitted to stand at a check out point;

(d) place distance markers at six feet interval to show where persons are permitted to stand while waiting outside of the
establishment;

(2) In addition to social distancing, owners of businesses permitted operate during the curfew period shall ensure that
there is a sanitizing station available at the entry to the business and sanitary procedures are observed by all customers.
7. Wearing of face mask in public

(1) Every person who is permitted to leave his or her residence for any portion of the curfew period must wear a face
mask which completely covers both the nose and the mouth of that person.

(2) No person is permitted to be in any motor vehicle, supermarket, market, or in any street or in any public place
without wearing a face mask

8. Education and religious instructions

(1) Subject to subparagraph (2), all religious and educational places of instruction or worship shall remain closed.

(2) Subparagraph (1) shall not prohibit any activity referred to therein if done by electronic or virtual means.
9. Restriction on social gathering

(1) No person shall —

(a) host or attend at any private party which includes any person from outside of his or her immediate household
occupant;

(b) attend or participate in any organised sporting event or any sports stadium;

(c) hold any banquet, ball or reception;

(d) any social event.

(2) For the duration of the curfew period —

(a) weddings;
(b) meeting of a fraternal society, social or private club, civic organisation or association,
are banned.

(3) Funerals, if held during the curfew period, must be conducted in the cemetery with no more than ten (10) mourners,
the officiant, two (2) representative from the funeral home and two (2) persons employed to work in the graveyard, all of
whom shall practice social distancing and wear a face mask.

10. Restriction on Road Traffic

(1) No person shall drive any vehicle on any public or private road except for the purpose of —

(a) transporting someone who has a medical emergency;
(b) going to the supermarket or any of the businesses permitted to open pursuant to this regulation;
(c) going to an automatic banking machine within the period 7:00a.m. to 12:00p.m;

(2) Only the driver and one other person are allowed to be in a private vehicle.
11. Absolute restriction on the movement of children

No person under the age of eighteen (18) years is permitted to be on any street or in any vehicle, whether a private or public
transport, during the curfew period, except in the event of a medical urgency.
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12. Closure of Beaches

All beaches are closed for the duration of the curfew period.

13. Approval of other measures

Measures implemented by the Port Authority, Customs or Immigration division to control the Spread of the dangerous
infectious disease in their scope of operations shall not be held to be in conflict with these Regulations.

14. Extension of measures

The Board may, by notice published in the State media and on Government website, extend the period of curfew, or in its
discretion, modify or discontinue any measure, but subject to the modification or discontinuance being published in the
official Gazette as soon as possible thereafter.”

15, Offence

A person who fails to comply with these special measures commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine
of five thousand ($5,000.00) dollars or to imprisonment for six (6) months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Made the 4" day of April, 2020.

F Eustace Lake
Chairman of lbt"" Centrsl Board of Health
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OECS Commission mobilizes EC$1.2M
in resources to help fight the spread of
COVID-19 in the Eastern Caribbean
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PARERSHIP AGAINST
#VID-19

“Engaging the Region’s Private Sector”

With the number of cases
around the world increas-
ing daily, the onslaught
of the novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19) continues to be
a massive threat to the vari-
ous sectors within the East-
ern Caribbean. This pan-
demic emphasizes the need
for greater collaboration and
a progressive movement
towards sustainable devel-
opment among its Member
States.

Ahead of the first Sustain-
able Development Summit
(SDM2020) scheduled for
later this year, the Organi-
sation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) Commission
said the event is designed
to bring heads, hands and
hearts together, with a de-
termination to provoke re-
gional harmonization and a
paradigm shift.

The Director General of
the OECS Commission, Dr.
Didacus Jules said,

DOECS

of Eastern Caribbean States

CELEBRATING
OUR PRIVATE SECTOR PARTNERS
WHO JOINED THE FIGHT
AGAINST CoviD-19

y—

“Life as we know it has
been drastically changed
and as a consequence of this
pandemic, we are examining
all possibilities; and galva-
nizing our efforts in the fight
against this disease, which
will help us ensure that
when the time is right, we
are safe enough to convene
for the SDM Summit.”

Channeling resources
through the Commission’s
Pharmaceutical ~ Procure-
ment Service (PPS) system
— a proven economic strate-
gy used by the Commission
for many years — is one of
several strategies being em-
ployed by the OECS Com-
mission in response to the
COVID disease.

The OECS was nimble at
scaling up these activities
under the PPS model to con-
duct swift mass purchasing
of critical medical supplies
to be distributed across the
region. The system leverag-

es economies of scale for the
Member States and ensures
equitable availability and af-
fordability of essential drugs
for citizens, health organi-
zations and retailers. This
mass purchasing helps both
citizens and organizations
prepare for longer periods
of self-isolation and possi-
ble worldwide shortage of
essential drugs and testing
supplies.

Dr. Jules explains that
while the Commission is still
executing plans to strength-
en regional support by host-
ing the SDM 2020 Summit,

“The immediate focus is
for the OECS to remain at
the coordinating centre of
the COVID-19 response ef-
forts. Our role is to keep that
dialogue going; and main-
tain that convergence of pol-
icy and action well beyond
September. We also have a
WhatsApp group with the
heads of government; so
these exchanges are happen-
ing in real time.”

He noted that this level of
tight-knitted regional coop-
eration between government
heads is one of the primary
premises of the Commission
and the glue that birthed the
concept for the Sustainable
Development Movement.

Adding to this sentiment,
Head of Health, Human and
Social Cluster for the OECS
Commission, Dr. Carlene
Radix said,

“Our joint effort response

to COVID-19 is part of the
‘MOVEMENT’ concept. In
our role as the Health Unit
within the Commission we
work closely with partner
health organizations with-
in the region — the Carib-
bean Public Health Agen-
cy (CARPHA) and the
Pan-American Health Orga-
nization (PAHO) — to facili-
tate coordination and syner-
gies. We have collaborated
with these organizations to
identify gaps and provide
solutions to all the Member
States at every level.”

In addition to maximizing
the power of the PPS sys-
tem, Dr. Radix added that
the OECS Health Unit is
embarking on several inte-
grated response approaches,
one of which is leveraging
the Commission’s conven-
ing power to get chief medi-
cal officers to work together
and take a closer look at sit-
uations that may be unique
to the smaller islands.

Through this harmoni-
ous model of operation, the
OECS was able to help the
Member States better assess
and articulate their needs
for medical supplies, hu-
man resources and measures
that are needed to curb the
spread of the virus.

Furthermore, several busi-
nesses have provided fund-
ing under the OECS Part-
nership Against COVID-19:
Engaging the Region’s
Private Sector initiative.

Cont’d on pg 15
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Thanks to Massy Stores
Saint Lucia, Sagicor Life
(EC) Inc, Republic Bank,
Bank of Saint Lucia and LU-
CELEC, over USD$450,000
(EC$1.2 million) has been
mobilized to date. Resourc-
es will be distributed across
the Eastern Caribbean in-
cluding medical supplies,
education programmes,
purchasing of infrared ther-
mometers, aid with lab test-
ing and the implementation
of a COVID-19 awareness
campaign across the Mem-
ber States.

The OECS Commission is
sparing no effort to combat
the virus and its ramifica-
tions. Exploring solutions
and mobilizing global re-
sources not just in health,
but on all fronts including
education, social, environ-
mental and economic sec-
tors. So far, the Republic of
Cuba has provided human
resource support, where
doctors and nurses are being
deployed across the Mem-
ber States; while a mass sup-
ply of personal protective
equipment from Direct Re-
lief, including N95 masks,

gloves and gowns, were
received. Adding to the
COVID-defense operations,
the OECS Commission has
also requested a supply for
Real-Time (RT) PCR labo-
ratory equipment produced
by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) in
Vienna, Austria.

Dr. Jules noted that,

“The TAEA will also be
providing training for doc-
tors and lab technicians, who
will be handling and activat-
ing the RT PCR device. He
noted that the device would
tremendously boost testing
capability within the region
and provide quick turn-
around time for results.”

Head of the OECS De-
velopment Cooperation
and Resource Mobilization
Unit; and chief project coor-
dinator for SDM2020, Lisa
Stone-Taylor, reiterated that

“The PPS model and
its handling of pandemics
will be on full display at
SDM2020; giving business-
es, Small Island Developing
States (SIDS), and other
countries an opportunity to
learn about the PPS mecha-

nisms and possibly join the
partnership.”

She added that,

“As we explore the oppor-
tunities that this pandemic
has presented, COVID-19 is
forcing us to be agile and is
bringing to the forefront the
need for all of us to look at
sustainability through dif-
ferent focal lens. Once the
COVID ordeal has passed
and it becomes safe for so-
cial gatherings to resume,
SDM2020 will create a
space for these discover-
ies and provide a platform
for the launch of several
pioneering models and pro-
grammes for multi-sectoral
impact.”

While it is still very early
days in analyzing the true
impact of the OECS strate-
gy, the OECS Director Gen-
eral noted some key lessons
for future crisis planning.

“The first lesson is the
importance of having a stra-
tegic mind-shift that em-
phasizes vulnerability to
resilience; we define resil-
ience as a multidimensional
construct — climatic, envi-
ronmental, social [including
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health and well-being], eco-
nomic, infrastructural and
psychological. Ever since
the double whammy of
Hurricanes Irma and Maria
which wrought devastation
to several OECS Member
States, we have been re-de-
fining what resilience should
mean for us as Small Island
Developing States.

The second lesson is
the vital importance of a
deep functional integration
among the OECS Member
States. This will ensure that
there is policy convergence,
compliance with vital in-
ternational protocols (for
example the International
Health Regulations), shar-
ing of resources and joint
procurement of  critical
needs, harmonization of ini-
tiatives,” Dr. Jules said.

Finally, Dr. Jules noted
that “This is a stark reminder
that this pandemic presents
some consequences of our
failures; we ought to learn
from our history to strategi-
cally position ourselves for
the future. Future-proofing
is not a luxury; it is an im-
perative.”




WEDNESDAY 8TH APRIL 2020

PAGE 16

Regional News

CDB to provide US$3M for equipment

in response to the C

CDB Vice-President (Operations), Monica La Bennett.

The Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank (CDB) is provid-
ing funds to purchase per-
sonal protective equipment
needed by its Borrowing
Member Countries (BMCs)
to tackle the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Bank’s Board of Di-
rectors recently approved
US$3 million for the pro-
curement of these urgently
needed supplies.

According to the Caribbean
Disaster Emergency Man-
agement Agency (CDE-

MA), personal protective
equipment, such as masks,
goggles, gloves, and safety
gowns are among the prior-
ity items required by BMCs
to enhance their COVID-19
preparedness and response.
CDB will centrally procure
this protective equipment.

“With the disruption of
supply chains, increased de-
mand, and soaring prices,
the Caribbean Development
Bank will purchase per-
sonal protective equipment
in bulk to achieve greater

value for money and cer-
tainty of supply to frontline
helpers who are fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said
CDB Vice-President (Oper-
ations), Monica La Bennett.
The Caribbean Disaster
Emergency = Management
Agency, the Pan American
Health Organisation, and
the Caribbean Public Health
Agency, which are respon-
sible for emergency re-
sponse coordination for the
Region’s health sector, will
work closely with nation-

OVID-19 pandemic
hod

¥

al governments to identify
their needs. In partnership
with CDEMA, the Bank
will distribute the equip-
ment to eligible Borrowing
Member Countries.

CDB’s response to COVID
19 to date includes US$140
million, which will be di-
rected mainly towards the
most vulnerable groups and
give the highest priority to
strengthening social safety
nets in Borrowing Member
Countries.
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‘Sexual violence’ incident
during 24 - hour lockdown
saddens Minister Rigobert

Dr. Gale Rigobert

The Minister of Education,
Innovation, Gender Relations
and Sustainable Development,
Hon. Dr. Gale Rigobert has ex-
pressed deep sadness over the
news of a reported case of sex-
ual violence during the 24-hour
lockdown period, as part of the
Government of Saint Lucia’s
efforts at reducing the commu-
nity spread of COVID-19.

Recent incidents bring to
the fore the increased risks
for gender-based violence as-
sociated with sudden and un-
expected changes in the lives

and livelihoods of citizens. The
minister is urging the general
public to demonstrate its sense
of community by looking out
for the most vulnerable in our
communities. This includes
our children and our women,
especially in remote and un-
derserved areas. The Division
of Gender Relations and its
partners, especially those of-
fering essential services for
gender-based violence, are
quadrupling efforts to ensure
that there is increased access to
information on gender-based

violence — what it is, how we
can each play our part to elim-
inate gender-based violence,
and where we can get help.
The Division is calling on all
citizens to pay attention to the
public service announcements
(PSAs), to peruse and like the
Women'’s Support Center, Cri-
sis Center and Division of Gen-
der Relations Facebook pages
and to visit the Department
of Education, Innovation and
Gender Relations website for
useful information on how you
can help to stop gender-based
violence.

We also take the opportunity
to appeal to essential services
workers to be more vigilant
than usual, adopting the prin-
ciple of if you see something,
say something, as the usual
first contacts for persons at risk
are no longer available.

Essential service workers
have now become first con-
tacts for the most vulnerable
who are hardly ever the ones
to seek help for themselves.

GOT NEWS
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CALL: 268 562 4989 | EMAIL: NEW@POINTVILL.AG

We appeal to the general pub-
lic to call the 202 hotline for
intimate partner violence and
the 203 helpline for other types
of crises. Both lines operate a
24-hour service. Call 999 for
criminal emergencies and 911
for medical and fire emergen-
cies. These services are meant
to help you and to make it eas-
ier to get help to you. You can
dial these numbers from any
phone at any time.

Minister Rigobert appeals
to the general public to show
greater empathy and compas-
sion and to exercise tolerance
and respect. “COVID-19 is a
test of our mettle and is a true
test of our resilience, faith and
strength. We need our energy
and every bit of our mental ca-
pacity and health to go through
this unpredictable situation. We
can do it together. Let us look
out for one another and play
our part to end gender-based
violence in our own comers,”’
Dr. Rigobert said.
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Coronavirus warship row: Acting
US Navy secretary resigns

Acting US Navy Secretary Thomas Modly has submitte
his resignation

The acting secretary of the
US Navy has resigned amid
uproar over his handling of
a coronavirus outbreak on
an aircraft carrier.

Thomas Modly fired the
USS Theodore Roosevelt’s
captain after he pleaded for
help in a letter leaked to me-
dia. Mr Modly apologised
on Monday after it emerged

he had called Captain Brett
Crozier’s actions ‘“naive”
and “stupid”.

The secretary’s exit comes
a day after US President
Donald Trump signalled he
might get involved in the
dispute.

Defence secretary Mark
Esper said Mr Modly had
“resigned of his own ac-

cord”. The Pentagon chief
said the crew’s health and
safety were a priority for the
department. Army Under-
secretary James McPherson
is expected to replace Mr
Modly.

Capt Crozier was fired
last week, and footage of
his crew sending him off the
warship with applause went
viral.

Mr Modly flew 8,000
miles on Monday to the Pa-
cific island of Guam, where
the USS Theodore Roos-
evelt is docked, and berated
the crew for having cheered
the captain as he left the
ship.

Mr Modly told the crew
what their former captain
did “was very, very wrong”
and amounted to “a betray-
al of trust with me, with his
chain of command”, accord-
ing to recordings leaked to
US media.

“If he didn’t think that in-
formation was going to get
out into the public... then he
was a) too naive or too stupid
to be the commanding offi-
cer of a ship like this,” Mr
Modly said. “The alternative
is he did it on purpose.”

Amid rebukes from mem-
bers of Congress, Mr Modly
issued an apology the same
day, saying: “I do not think
Captain Brett Crozier is na-
ive nor stupid. I think and al-
ways believed him to be the
opposite.”

Capt Crozier sent a let-

ter to defence officials on
30 March begging for as-
sistance with a coronavi-
rus outbreak on his vessel,
which has more than 4,000
crew.“We are not at war.
Sailors do not need to die,”
he wrote, requesting the
quarantine of nearly the en-
tire crew. When asked about
the controversy on Monday,
President Trump told report-
ers: “You have two good
gentlemen and they’re argu-
ing. ’'m good at resolving
arguments.”

The president said he
“heard very good things”
about Capt Crozier and did
not want his career to be ru-
ined “for having a bad day”,
but added that “the letter
should not have been sent to
many people unclassified”.

The US Navy is investigat-
ing Capt Crozier’s actions.

Democratic ~ lawmakers
in Congress have called for
an inquiry into the decision
to fire the captain. Former
Vice-President and current
Democratic presidential
front-runner Joe Biden also
spoke out. He said Capt
Crozier’s firing was “close
to criminal” and he should
have been commended for
saying “what had to be said”.

Over 155 of the aircraft
carrier’s crew have tested
positive for Covid-19. More
than 1,000 sailors who have
tested negative for the virus
are ashore in Guam, quaran-
tining in hotels.
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Grisham leaving as White House press
secretary after holding no formal briefings

After less than a year on
the job, White House press
secretary and communi-
cations director Stephanie
Grisham is stepping down,
according to senior Trump
administration officials.

Grisham is returning to the
East Wing to start immedi-
ately as first lady Melania
Trump’s chief of staff and
spokesperson, her office an-
nounced Tuesday. She pre-
viously served in the East
Wing as communications
director and deputy chief of
staff.

Sources tell ABC News
Kayleigh  McEnany, a
spokesperson for the Trump
campaign, will transition to
the West Wing to fill the role
of press secretary.

In February, McEnany
said during an interview
with Fox Business that,
thanks to President Trump,
“we will not see diseases
like the coronavirus” come
into the country. At the time,
the United States had over a
dozen cases, and since then,
hundreds of thousands more
Americans have been infect-
ed.

Alyssa Farah, a Pentagon
spokesperson and longtime
aide to Trump’s new chief of
staff Mark Meadows, will be
named as the White House’s
director of strategic com-
munications, according to
sources. Ben Williamson, a
senior adviser to Meadows,
is expected to become a se-
nior communications advis-
er in the press office.

As Trump’s third press

secretary, Grisham replaced
Sarah Sanders in July 2020.
As communications direc-
tor, she succeeded former
Fox News executive Bill
Shine, assuming the role
after it had been left vacant
for a number of months. Her
appointment was announced
in a tweet by Melania Trump
last June.

Grisham has been a
long-serving member and
loyal of the Trump adminis-
tration, beginning as a cam-
paign aide in 2015 and later
serving as a deputy press
secretary under Sean Spicer.
Grisham developed a rep-
utation for prioritizing the
first family’s privacy while
working for the first lady.

Through her tenure as
press secretary, Grisham
never gave a traditional
briefing, saying they had
become “a lot of theater.”
She has publicly criticized
the press a number of times,
asserting that the media does
not regularly cover the pres-
ident’s successes.

Last month, Grisham spent
two weeks in self-quaran-
tine after coming into con-
tact with a Brazilian offi-
cial who tested positive for
COVID-19. She tested neg-
ative for the virus.

Grisham fervently defend-
ed the president throughout
his impeachment, appear-
ing on a number of news
programs, including ABC’s
“Good Morning America”
last December. In that in-
terview with ABC News
Chief Anchor George Steph-

anopoulos, Grisham ada-
mantly insisted the president
“did nothing wrong” in re-
gard to withholding aid from
Ukraine. She also attempted
to justify derogatory com-
ments Trump made about
the deceased husband of a
Michigan congresswoman
who supported his impeach-
ment, saying the president
was a “counter-puncher.”
Grisham came under
fire in November 2019 for

claiming without evidence
that Obama administration
aides left behind taunting
notes for incoming Trump
officials as they vacated
their White House offices in
2017. A number of Obama
staffers flatly denied leaving
any negative messages, and
some even shared letters of
encouragement that they
said they left behind for their
Successors.

White House Press Secretary Stephanie Grisham listens as
President Donald Trump speaks to the media aboard Air
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CROSSWORD

Sudoku Puzzles

Across
1 President’s in la-la land! Go — and quickly! (4,1,4)
6 She’s suffering daily (5)
9 Greek primate’s eaten shellfish (5)
10 Insists chief isn’t a criminal (9)
11 See women planning trips with kids. occasionally

— one’s down with them (3,7)
12 Annoyance to the royals? That’s heartless and unkind (4)
14 Maine bankers invested in US money and bonds (7)
15 Conserving energy, passes on the wacky baccy (7)
17 Mentions bishop’s missed calls (5,2)
19 Artist carrying can shouts at pack (7)
20 Shallow and largely fake — bigly! (4)
22 Odd — square in the centre awfully quiet (10)
25 Valuing mostly art? Unlikely — he’s got money but no taste (9)
26 Very, very angry losing head — that’s clear (5)
27 Thoroughbred irritated over what it’s carrying (5)
28 Times empty on day — Murdoch’s writers taking the mick (9)
Down
1 Allowed American tax evader to take stage first (5)
2 Liberal take on MP entertaining with mistress (4,5)
3 Surprised at bone spurs (nothing cut out) — that’s being rude! (10)
4 Men getting brown stopping in sun (7)
5 Laugh about Washington’s leader — what’s he on? (7)
6 Slow learner gets letter wrong way round (4)
7 Spin a lot of rubbish (5)
8 Tricks boy’s acquired — they’re inflammatory! (9)
13 Enjoying a good relationship? First Lady’s reticent at first

— I wasn’t expecting that ... (4,1,5)
14 ... mind you, she does say Vlad’s right about Republican at the top (9)
16 Game is on TV — fee to be arranged (4,5)
18 Experts, quiet ones, impress department (7)
19 Shelter to put up poor person (4-3)
21 Moved furtively heading off, but didn’t do anything (5)
23 Charges youngsters over ecstasy (5)
24 Picked up passenger OK (4)
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Aries (Mar 21-Apr19)

There's a direct line between your work and your money
today, and it could bring you some surprising opportunities.
Whether you focus this energy on spending or saving is up to
you, just keep an eye on your urges for unplanned
extravagance. You may also seek to create a connection
between feeling fulfilled in your daily routine and how you
earn resources to fund your life choices. It can be wildly
liberating to seek out new possible avenues for work and
wealth, as long as you don’t spend your imaginary new dollars
before they've arrived.

Gemini (May 21- Jun 20)

Your past is calling you today, ready to be viewed with new
eyes and a fresh perspective. Perhaps this will unlock new
solutions to your biggest worries or illuminate assumptions
you didn't know you held. Take the day to inventory the
beliefs you were raised with and what new traditions you're
ready to claim for yourself that will strengthen your early
foundations. If you're having trouble tapping into what ails
you, change up your work space or move items in your home.
An updated view can encourage updated viewpoints.

Leo (Jul 23 - Rug 22)

Despite any financial fears that may arise for you now, you
hold the keys to your fiscal future. You could be given the gift
of autonomy at work, and it would be best leveraged by
brainstorming different avenues to achieve success. If you
have ideas in meetings, don't hesitate to speak up. If you see
new ways of solving old problems, show others the brilliance
of your ways. Today offers one-of-a-kind perspectives that
could pay off financially for you, as long as you ground them
into practical solutions and not rogue acts of rebellion.

Libra (Sep 23 - 0ct 22)

You may be presented with an unexpected resource of some
kind today, either from the physical or spiritual realm.
Whether you find money on the street or you're given a
symbolic message from a loved one who has passed, you are
reminded you're connected to the flow of the universe and all
its gifts. Tokens like this can hold rich potential, even if they're
just felt internally. If you're unsure of which blessings are
finding their way to you, spend time in quiet solitude. It's only
then that you can tune into the subtle clues coming from the
Cosmos.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21

Your attention is being drawn to the ways your habits and
routines could work harder to fulfill your emotional needs.
Consider what'’s most important to you and find ways to treat
those values as the most precious resources in your everyday
life. Working toward goals that motivate you on a deeper level
should be central to your work, and today offers an
understanding of the steps you can take to align your
professional life with your morals and emotional needs.
Unifying your inner and outer selves brings a kind of harmony
you may not have known was possible.

Aquarius UJan 20 - Feh 18)

You are being called to dig into your belief system and see
which are yours and which were put upon you in your youth.
You have had rebel energy since the day you were born, but
now you must consider what exactly it is you're rebelling
against. The ways we rely on others can often become so
ingrained we don't see how it impacts us, and this is especially
true with inherited modes of thinking. Today offers
illumination into your allegiances, so you can take control of
which rules you wish to break.

.
@

Cuncer

Taurus (Apr 20 — May 20]

You have something to share with the world, a unique point
of view that is itching to be expressed. Today's energies offer
you new insights into yourself, your modes of operation, and
how you can infuse a little more creativity into your everyday
life. Spend time imagining yourself in a new setting and
devote attention to the hobbies that make you feel most
inspired now. Revelations can come from unlikely places, so
lean into the things that make you feel good and watch as
new buds begin to bloom.

Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22

Look to your social network today for ideas on how to bring
more meaning to your own routines, especially as it relates to
turning the things you love into small, devotional acts.
Consider setting time aside each day to do something that
helps you feel connected to the people who matter most to
you. Scheduling regular telephone sessions, going through
old letters, or including more pictures of friends in your space
can serve as an important reminder of the abundant love
you've cultivated. Sometimes it's the little things that can
spark the greatest joy.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22)

There are unique points of view to be gained from the larger
world, and you may yearn to explore your way through life’s
biggest questions. It could be emotionally fulfilling to step
into new territory that is well outside of your normal comfort
zone. Take small risks that help you expand your horizons,
without the need for permanent change. Read articles about
cultures that embrace your values, seek information that
furthers your spiritual path, or plan a future vacation. Seeking
growth has the potential to enrich you in unexpected ways.

Scorpio (0ct 23 - Nov 21)

Your closest companions are on your mind in a big way now.
Whether it’s an unexpected call from a good friend or a loved
one reaching out to you, this is a day for making connections
that enliven you. External input is the best way to see yourself
clearly and you may get that in spades today. You could find
yourself on the receiving end of heartfelt suggestions or
advice. There is wisdom in these messages, despite the words
being used to convey them. Sort through the noise and you'll
find the truth.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)

Innovation can look a lot like disruption, and today is an
exercise in determining which changes help you and which
are pure distractions. There’s a lot of juicy momentum in your
creative life; to avoid falling into a fantasy state, only
participate in activities that fulfill your big picture goals. For
example, instead of doodling, try making a vision board. Or, if
you're tempted to binge your favorite show, try a
documentary about a topic that could further your
educational goals. Make sure what you do now will make a
difference long-term.

Pisces (Feh 19 - Mar 20)

Your closest partnerships provide solace from any disruptions
you may encounter today. If things seem to go awry or your
best-laid plans are thrown off track, leaning on your allies for a
sympathetic ear and practical advice is the best way to soothe
your anxieties. Something in your life seems to be amiss. It
could be that you've felt as though you haven't gotten to
connect with your confidantes as much as you've needed. Life
isn't meant to be lived alone, so call on those you trust to help
lift your spirits.
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Former national player
committed to development

Oslyn “Pigeon” Grego-
ry from the Grays Green
Community has commit-
ted himself to the develop-
ment of female basketball
in Antigua and Barbuda.

The former national
player says his goal is to
re-introduce Female bas-
ketball program starting
from the schools upward.

The 6’4” coach said he
is focus mainly on the fe-
males because no one apart
from Wings wants to com-
mit to the development of
the young ladies.

The former national
player believes that coach-
es in Antigua and Barbuda
need to pay more attention
to the female program and
it should be made manda-
tory that every coach enter

three Female teams from
their zone in a nation-
al Mini- Girls Basketball
program.

Pigeon as he is called
presently works with Sea
View Farm, Buckleys, JT

Ambrose, Liberta, Cobbs
Cross, Irene B. Williams
and All Saints Secondary.

His local Club is Cy-
clones Basketball Club,
and if you are interested
in registering contact 723-

)

9029.

Gregory says COVID-19
has disrupted his summer
league so he is in consul-
tation with parents in an
attempt to push back the
league to September.
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Former FIFA executives accused
of bribes over worlid cup bidding

Former FIFA executives
took bribes in return for vot-
ing for Russia and Qatar to
host the World Cup, accord-
ing to US prosecutors.

In what could be high-
ly significant twist in the
FBI’s long-running inves-
tigation into allegations of
football corruption, a new
indictment was revealed in
the US District Court on
Monday.

The documents claim sev-
eral former FIFA executive
committee members were

offered or received bribes in
connection with their votes.
Former FIFA vice-presi-
dent Jack Warner of Trin-
idad and Tobago was al-
legedly paid four million
pounds through a host of
offshore shell companies to
back Russia’s 2018 bid.
Russia beat England to
win the right to host the most
recent World Cup in 2018.
Warner was president of the
North and Central Ameri-
can and Caribbean confed-
eration CONCACAF.

Former FIFA vice-president Jack Warner

The Department of Jus-
tice also made allegations
against Nicolas Leoz, the
former president of South
American governing body
Conmebol, and ex- Brazil
federation supremo Ricardo
Teixeira.

Both are accused of tak-
ing money in exchange for
their votes in favour of Qa-
tar to host 2022 World Cup.
Qutar denies allegations.

Former executives at US
television giant 21* Century
Fox have also been charged
in the indictment with mak-
ing payments to South
American football officials
to secure broadcast rights.

The FBI is investigating
the illicit handshakes and
backroom deals hidden in
the infrastructure of football
events, venues and market-
ing contracts.

Pepe Guardiola’s Mother dies
after contracting coronavirus

Manchester City manag-
er Pep Guardiola’s moth-
er, Dolors Sala Carrio, has
died age 82 in Barcelona
after contracting coronavi-
rus.

Last month, Guardiola
donated one million euros
to help fight the outbreak.

The money will be used
to purchase medical equip-
ments and protective ma-
terial for staff involved in

treating those admitted to
hospital.

Barcelona is in Catelonia,
which is one of the areas in
Spain with the most con-
centrated number of cases.

Manchester City on their
social media posted ev-
eryone associated with the
Club sends their most heart-
felt sympathy at this most
distressing time to Pep, his
family and all their friends.

Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
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He 1s back!

Daniel “Bakka” Bailey,
the nation’s most successful
sprinter, is back and has re-
sumed training in anticipa-
tion of Tokyo 2021. Bailey,
a guest on TIMEOUT Pro-
gramme on Point FM, said
the coronavirus pandemic
which led to the games be-
ing pushed back to 2021 has
given him an opportunity to
give it one more shot.

Bakka said he recently
contacted his coach Glen
Mills informing him of his
plans, he noted Mills react-
ed positively and has since
sent him a plan to start his
training.

The national record hold-
er at 9.91sec says he plans
to do some of his work here
before flying out to Jamaica
later this year to continue
preparation for the 2021 in-
door season with an eye on
2021 Olympics.

When quizzed about his
relationship with the vari-
ous national sporting bodies
and the media here in Anti-
gua. Bailey said there has
been a lack of understanding
of what it takes to be and
maintain an elite athlete.
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Bailey noted that the lack
of understanding has con-
tinued which led to two
former top athletes Miguel
Francis and Rai Benjamin
switching to represent Great
Britain and United States re-
spectively.

The four time Olympian
will look to make his fifth
appearance next year once
the present pandemic blows
over. Bakka says at the end
of his career he will switch
his attention to coaching
and assisting young Anti-
guans excel at the highest
level.
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