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Residents of Potters are 
alarmed over what they see 
as ‘a brutal’ murder of a fel-
low villager in the wee hours 
of Saturday morning.

Several villagers report-
ed that they were awakened 
around 12:30 am by the loud 
sound of gunshots. Some 
reported that they heard be-
tween seven and nine gun-
shots that echoed in the still-
ness of the night.

On investigation they 
learned that 45-year old 
Dave Anthony was shot dead 
in his home during the hail 
of gunshots. 

On Sunday, the police 
communications department 
issued an advisory asking 
anyone with information that 
can assist their investigation 
to come forward.  “The po-
lice are asking for further 
assistance from the public 
as they continue their probe 
into the death of Dave An-
thony of Potters Village. 

According to the police…
during the early morning 
hours on Saturday, 14th 
March, the Police respond-
ed to a report, where it was 
reported that several loud 
explosions sounding like 

gunshots was heard com-
ing from a house in Potters. 
Having arrived on the scene, 
the police found Anthony’s 
body lying motionless on 
his kitchen floor with what 
appeared to be multiple gun-
shot wounds. 

He was pronounced dead 
around 3:36am by a medical 
doctor. He was at the time 
in the company of a female 
companion and a child. No 
one else was reportedly in-
jured.

Anyone with further in-
formation can contact the 
Criminal Investigations De-
partment at 462-3913 or 
462-3914.

It appears that his assail-
ants were fully intent on 
committing murder, as it 
has been reported that gas-
oline was poured around the 
wooden house leaving many 
to speculate that they wanted 
Anthony dead either by bul-
lets or by burning the house 
down with him inside.

At the time of the inci-

dent, Anthony and his girl-
friend were awakened by 
the smell of the gasoline. 
Anthony went outside to in-
vestigate at which time the 
first shots were fired. He re-
portedly managed to re-en-
ter the house and closed the 
door, but several shots were 
fired through the wooden 
door. Fatally wounded, he 
slumped to the floor where 
he died.

The news of his death has 
left several family members 
distraught as Anthony, a chef 
by profession and a favour-
ite of many, was taken away 
from them in this manner.

An early morning quarrel between 
two brothers has ended with one broth-
er being stabbed to death and the oth-
er in police custody facing possible 
charges for the crime.

Police are currently investigating the 
alleged stabbing incident in Yorks that 
led to the death of 32-year-old Kareem 
Santiago of Yorks.

It is alleged that sometime between 
7:30 and 7:45am on Friday, 13th 
March, the deceased and his brother, 
both of whom are of Hispanic descent, 
were involved in a domestic dispute, 

when he was allegedly stabbed with 
a sharp object. He was transported 
to Mount St. Johns Medical Center, 
where he was later pronounced dead 
by a medical doctor. 

The suspect is currently in police 
custody assisting the police as further 
investigations into the matter continue. 
He is likely to be charged by the police 
this week.

Also happening on Friday, the police 
were called to investigate the discov-
ery of a foetus at Perry Bay. 

The police say sanitation workers 

of National Solid Waste Management 
Authority alerted police of a foetus that 
was discovered inside a brown paper 
bag among garbage in the vicinity of 
Hoppers Playing Field around 10:30 
am. A medical doctor later arrived on 
the scene and pronounced the foetus 
dead shortly after 12:00 pm. 

Meanwhile, Police have expressed 
their concerns for the well-being of the 
mother of that foetus and are advising 
that she seek immediate medical assis-
tance and counseling as soon as pos-
sible.

Sibling quarrel leads to death

Brutal murder

Bullet holes and gasoline dis-
colouration on the door.
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Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne says a shutdown of 
the country as some are ad-
vocating is impractical and 
unnecessary at this time.

One day after he addressed 
the nation to announce that 
Antigua and Barbuda has 
encountered its first case of 
the dreaded COVID-19, the 
nation’s leader spoke via his 
weekly radio programme, 

the Browne and Browne 
Show on Point FM 99.1.

He said the challenge now 
is to manage the virus so as 
to prevent or limit its spread 
and make sure it is contained. 
“What we do not want is to 
have a spike that would be-
come unmanageable,” he 
stated. “We can’t afford to 
lose tens or hundreds of our 
citizens.”

The Prime Minister ob-
served that Antigua and Bar-
buda is vulnerable because 
COVID-19 is being spread 
from places such as the UK 
and US, which he described 
as “travel windows that we 
may not be able to close”, 
due to the country’s heavy 
reliance on vital imports 
and tourists from these key 
source markets. “It would 
cause a serious amount of 
economic dislocation. Just 
imagine if we stop flights 
from out of the UK and the 
US … practically, all the 
hotels would have to close 
and that would mean send-
ing home all the hotel work-
ers. Government’s revenue 
would reduce significantly. 
We would not be able to 
[meet] our payroll.”

Neither can the country 
turn away cargo boats, the 
Prime Minister said, as these 
are responsible for bringing 
in a large share of the import-
ed food on which the country 
absolutely depends. “We just 
cannot close our borders. It 
is not a practical solution, for 
those who are saying lock 
down the country.”

He outlined that the 
most significant challenge 
COVID-19 will pose to the 
region will be the econom-
ic devastation it is likely to 
cause. “The economic fallout 
… will be significant, and it 
is the smaller countries with-
in the Caribbean that will be 
the hardest hit.”

The Prime Minister said 

this is exactly “the type of 
situation that adds to the vul-
nerability of small states”. 
He said it was further reason 
for the region to “continue 
pushing for an international 
carve-out of development 
assistance for small states.”

He disclosed that millions 
of dollars in government rev-
enue now has to be divert-
ed to deal with the COVID 
threat, and estimates that the 
overall economic fallout will 
run into hundreds of millions 
of dollars. “The question is, 
who is going to assist the 
Caribbean in order to build 
back our economies?” asked 
the PM, who is also Minister 
for Finance.

He said the developed 
countries that make up eco-
nomic blocs such as the G7 
and multilateral financial 
institutions like the World 
Bank should begin putting 
together special packages to 
assist countries in the Ca-
ribbean who will be espe-
cially hard hit due to their 
dependence on tourism and 
other vulnerabilities. “This 
is perhaps the most signif-
icant threat that any coun-
try would have faced for, 
maybe, the last 100 years,” 
Browne added.

The Prime Minister indi-
cated that he would suggest 
to his CARICOM colleagues 
that they need to convene 
post haste for urgent discus-
sion of these challenges, and 
to devise effective plans and 
responses.

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION FORM P7 
Rule 15

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
(Probate)

In the Estate of TEON JERIORN CONNOR late of Willikies 
Village, St. Phillip’s, Antigua and Barbuda, Deceased

ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT
FIRST PUBLICATION

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed KEATH 
CONNOR of Willikies Village, St. Phillip’s Parish, in the state of 
Antigua and Barbuda for a Grant of Letters of Administration to the 
Applicant who is the grandson of the deceased, the deceased having 
died intestate on the 6th day of March 2019.

Any person having an objection to the grant of Letters of Admin-
istration to the Applicant shall file an objection within fourteen (14) 
days of the publication of this Notice.

Dated this 10th day of March 2020

KEATH CONNOR

Filed by Peyton J. V. Knight of Peyton J. V. Knight & Associ-
ates, Attorneys-at-law whose address for service is Upper Newgate 
Street, P. O. Box 131, St. John’s Antigua, and pknightlaw@g-mail.
com and (268)-562-1653.

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION FORM P7 
Rule 15

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
(Probate)

In the Estate of TEON JERIORN CONNOR late of Willikies 
Village, St. Phillip’s, Antigua and Barbuda, Deceased

********************************************
ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION

********************************************

PEYTON J. V. KNIGHT & ASSOCIATES
SOLICIOTRS

COVID-19 could 
decimate economy – PM
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Following the cancelation 
of cruises by all the major US 
cruise lines, President of the 
Cruise Association, Nathan 
Dundas is advising his mem-
bers to be frugal in how they 
handle their financial resourc-
es.

“We have received cancel-
lations from all of the US-
based cruise lines as well as 
some of the European-based 
cruise lines.  We expect based 
on the cancellations that by 
the end of this week we will 
only have a few ships making 
the last of the calls for the sea-
son. The season had expected 
to see another 50 calls or so,” 

Dundas disclosed.
He said this translates into 

the loss of millions of dollars 
for the country.

The cruise tourism official 
urged his members to follow 
the guidelines established by 
the government through the 
ministry of health. “Notwith-
standing this, however, we 
know that lives are more im-
portant and we have to follow 
the guidelines of our medical 
authorities and our govern-
ment in an effort to minimize 
the further effects of COVID- 
19,” he stated.

Dundas sounded an op-
timistic note as he says the 

Caribbean may benefit from 
increased calls in the future 
if the region is able to get 
past the COVID-19 outbreak. 
He said the indications are 
that the upcoming summer 
months may in fact be quite 
good for the region. 

“The fact that Europe has 
become the epicenter of 
COVID-19, it means that 
ships traditionally going to 
that destination may seek in-
stead to divert to the Carib-
bean region. Of course, all of 
this is providing we no longer 
have the threat of COVI D- 
19 present with us,” he noted. 

Given the uncertainty of 

the next few months, Dun-
das wants stakeholders to 
exercise prudence with their 
finances. “I would further 
encourage all of our cruise 
stakeholders to be wise in the 
use of their financial resourc-
es at this time since we don’t 
know how long this situation 
will last. The financial impact 
will be felt by us all and may 
result in job losses and loss of 
income in the cruise sector,” 
he advised.  

Cruise Boss: Be wise 
with your money

Nathan Dundas 



PAGE 7

MONDAY 16TH MARCH 2020

Editorial
The announcement on Friday that 

Antigua and Barbuda has recorded 
its first confirmed case of the dreaded 
COVID-19 has had the effect of up-
ending life in Antigua and Barbuda…at 
least for the foreseeable future.

Every aspect of life in the nation has 
been affected; the economy, the tourism 
sector, education, the judiciary, religion, 
sports and recreation and even the way 
residents greet each other.

Antigua and Barbuda is in an active 
earthquake zone as well as in an area 
that frequently feels the full brunt of na-
ture’s destructive winds and rain in hur-
ricanes. Yet, it is unlikely that the nation, 
the region, or even the world has ever 
encountered anything like this coronavi-
rus, COVID-19. 

It was first detected in Wuhan Prov-
ince in Central China, and started to 
spread outwards, by last week it had 
been declared a global pandemic by the 
World Health Organisation with over a 
hundred countries reporting that it had 
been detected within its borders.

The Antigua and Barbuda govern-
ment, through the ministry of health, 
had began taking preemptive actions in 
anticipation that as a part of the glob-
al community, it was just a matter of 
when, not if, the virus would be detect-
ed within its shores. An area of the old 
Holberton Hospital was earmarked as 
a containment zone where anyone de-
tected to have been confirmed with the 
virus would be placed in quarantine or 
isolation depending on the severity of 
the condition.

Through traditional and social media, 
most residents have been following the 
developments and the forward march of 
the cases of infection; first in Asia, no-
tably South Korea and Japan, then the 
Middle East, mainly, Iran, and then to 
Europe. 

Italy recorded a large number of out-
breaks and in response, Antigua and Bar-
buda, like other Caribbean states, initial-
ly banned travelers from the region of 
Italy where the outbreak was centered. 
But the spread severely tested the Italian 

health services and as the infection rate 
jumped, the government took the unusu-
al step of ‘locking down’ the country. 
The first such step since World War 2.

As other countries in Europe saw 
spikes in their infection rates, there were 
calls locally to ban flights originating 
from those capitals. But for a country 
largely dependent on tourism, it was 
always going to be a tough decision to 
make.

All this took place, while the hotel 
sector reported cancelations as holiday 
makers decided in large numbers to 
forego planned vacations as fears grew 
international about contracting the virus.

Last Friday, at mid-morning, Prime 
Minister, Gaston Browne, addressed the 
nation confirming that a visitor out of the 
United Kingdom was confirmed to have 
been infected with the virus. The news 
was greeted with a rush of panic as hun-
dreds of residents descended on super-
markets and other food outlets to stock 
up on supplies.

Many supermarkets had difficulties 
keeping their shelves stock as many 
were caught off-guard by the panic and 
anxieties of shoppers. 

The fears of the virus have affected 
life in ways never experienced before. 
Churches have issued advisories to their 
pastors and other leaders introducing 
new protocols about aspects of worship. 
These include social distancing during 
the fellowship-time, the discontinuation 
of a common wine goblet during com-
munion among others.

Students in the nation’s schools are 
having an early Easter vacation as the 
ministry of education issued an an-
nouncement on Sunday closing schools 
for two weeks in the first instance. The 
UWI Five Islands Campus is also post-
poning classes during this period.

Hotel workers, taxi drivers souvenir 
vendors and others in the tourist trade 
are bracing themselves for a long and 
challenging summer. The announce-
ment that all US cruise lines are cancel-
ation cruises with immediate effect and 
the scaling back of international flights 

by the major carriers, the impact of tour-
ism generally could be severe.

Other aspects of the nation’s life im-
pacted include sports as the Antigua 
Football Association postponed all 
matches. Other associations have also 
followed by taking similar action.

On the entertainment front, several 
fetes that have been scheduled for the 
next month are also likely to be canceled 
as major social gatherings are being dis-
couraged. The annual Antigua Sailing 
Week will go on as planed but these 
events that include large gatherings will 
not take place.

The courts have also taken noticed and 
have suspended the criminal assizes.

There’s no word yet about the pri-
vate sector and government offices. PM 
Browne has is on record saying that a 
total shutdown of the island is ‘unneces-
sary’ at this time.

The banking sector too has had to ad-
just to the new realities as evidenced by 
the ad from the Antigua Commercial 
Bank elsewhere in this paper.

There is talk now of virtual meetings, 
virtual classrooms and live-streaming 
of church services as the new technolo-
gies replace human-to-human contacts. 
Whatever its impact, it is clear that life 
in Antigua and Barbuda will change in 
ways irreversible long after COVID-19 
is a distance memory in our rear-view 
mirrors.

The nation waits with bated breadth!

COVID-19 upends life in Antigua and Barbuda
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Thousands of students 

across Antigua and Bar-
buda will spend the next 
two weeks at home after 
the Ministry of Education 
announced school closures 
from today, March 16th to 
March 27th, 2020. Accord-
ing to the press statement 
issued on Sunday, the edu-
cation ministry hinted that 
the closure of all educa-
tional institutions is to aid 
in mitigating the current 
crisis faced by the country.  

The ministry stated that 
“the Ministry of Education 
will continue to monitor 
the situation, and if the cri-
sis persists, it may have to 
extend beyond the Easter 
Vacation. Despite best ef-
forts to arrest the spread of 
COVID-19, we still face 
uncertainty and the con-
siderable unease brought 
about by this uncertainty. 

“It is necessary to im-
plement additional chang-
es informed by the rec-
ommendations of leading 
health officials and con-
sistent with education sys-
tems around the world.” 

Although the move to 
suspend school gatherings 
was applauded, there were 
several concerns raised by 
the public regarding child 
care in the absence of 
closed schools. 

However, ministry offi-
cials have advised parents 
to safeguard the environ-
ment of children while in 
parental care.  

The education ministry 
stated, “as we transition 
through this difficult time 

of COVID-19 pandemic, 
we strongly advise that 
parents/guardians manage 
the whereabouts of your 
children during this peri-
od and avoid gatherings of 
more than 4-5 persons.”  

This advice from the 
ministry is said to be based 
on proactive social dis-
tancing practices as a pre-
ventative measure against 
COVID-19. 

Though the ministry has 
plans on supplementing 
home-based educational 
tools, having access to nu-
tritional meals during the 
week was another major 
concern for some parents. 

To combat this, the edu-
cation ministry indicated 
that the National School 
Meals will begin an as-
sessment to identify the 
most vulnerable students 
who may benefit from con-
tinued school meals. Ac-
cording to the Minister of 
Education, Hon. Michael 
Browne, “the national 
school meals administra-
tion will be meeting today. 

“We have a list of stu-
dents from each school we 
serve and we will begin 
contacting those who are 

deemed most vulnerable. 
The aim is to ensure that 
these students, from vul-
nerable backgrounds, can 
access a healthy, hot, nutri-
tional meal throughout this 
school closure.” 

This was a welcomed call 
by the ministry according 
to some teachers. Primary 
school teacher at the T. N. 
Kirnon school, Ms. Tiffa-
ny Azzile told reporters on 
Sunday, “I applaud all of 
the persons responsible for 
considering children from 
low-income households at 
this time. 

“It is already a strain on 
their caregivers’ pocket to 
prepare for possible isola-
tion so this continued pro-
vision of meals will be a 
godsend for many.” 

The national school cur-
rently feeds all govern-
ment-run primary schools 
throughout the island. 

As primary and second-
ary schools begin to close 
their doors today, The Uni-
versity of the West Indies, 
Five Islands Campus has 
also issued a closure notice 
late Sunday evening. 

In a statement sent to 
media houses, the fifth 

landed campus stated that 
“the leadership of The 
UWI Five Islands Campus 
in consultation with the 
Vice-Chancellor and other 
authorities in responding 
to Sunday’s announce-
ment by the Ministry of 
Education, Science and 
Technology, has decided 
to suspend all classes from 
Monday, March 16 until 
Friday, March 27.

Correspondingly, the 
Campus will also imple-
ment a system of reduced 
business operations, for 
the same period, in align-
ment with its emergency 
response plan.”

National School Meals to the rescue
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Utter contempt, is how 
Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne described his initial 
reaction to a press release 
last week, that criticised him 
for the manner in which he 
expressed disagreement with 
a reportedly pending ruling 
that would be unfavorable 
to Government in the Half 
Moon Bay (HMB) matter.

During Pointe FM Radio’s 
weekly Browne and Browne 
Show on Saturday, 7th March 
2020, the Prime Minister 
laid into what he said was 
the intention of an unnamed 
High Court Judge to issue a 
garnishee order against the 
National Asset Management 
Company (NAMCO) to set-
tle almost US$20 million 
dollars still outstanding from 
the state’s compulsory acqui-
sition of the hotel property 
about 15 years ago.

Prime Minister Browne 
denounced the ruling as “per-
verted”, saying it bumped 
HMB to the top of the pile as 
“a preferred creditor”, which 
lacking consideration for the 
economic challenges con-
fronting the country at this 
time, especially in light of the 
COVID-19 global pandemic.

Enter the Antigua and Bar-
buda Bar Council – the exec-
utive arm of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Bar Association – 
which, in a statement issued 
on Thursday, 12th March 
2020, criticized the Prime 
Minister’s remarks, saying it 
raised questions about his re-
spect for the rule of law and 
the constitutional separation 
of powers.

The Bar Council also 
claimed that the Prime Min-
ister’s remarks did not accu-
rately represent the actions of 

the judge in question. Noting 
that the Government had re-
course to appealing any deci-
sion of the High Court it did 
not agree with, the statement 
accused the PM of being dis-
respectful, and suggested he 
was unnecessarily confronta-
tional and defiant in respond-
ing to what he said had been 
a message to him from the 
judge.

Asked to comment on the 
Bar Council’s statement, 
Browne said, “My initial re-
action is to treat the statement 
with utter contempt … I was 
not trying to decide for [the 
judge] … Sometimes you 
have an overlap between the 
Executive and … the Judicia-
ry. You don’t want the Judi-
ciary to make a decision that 
could trespass on the domain 
of the Executive, and similar-
ly the Executive should not 

be involved in the decisions 
of the Judiciary … I made it 
abundantly clear that I under-
stood the lines of separation 
… but there was a particu-
lar risk, especially in light 
of COVID-19. I thought, as 
leader of this country, it was 
fair comment for me to iden-
tify that risk and to state my 
concern.”

The Prime Minister noted 
that former Attorney Gen-
eral Justin Simon is among 
those who have criticized his 
remarks, but pointed out that 
Simon was in office when 
his Cabinet colleague – then 
Agriculture Minister Hilson 
Baptiste – made threatening 
statements in 2010 against 
Justice Louise Blenman who 
had ruled against the United 
Progressive Party (UPP) ad-
ministration in an election 
petitions case. “Justin Simon 
did not say anything then … 
It’s ironic now that he has no 
status in the government that 
he has a lot to say.”

The Prime Minister said his 
only intention was to point 
out the impact that certain 
judicial decisions could have 
on the country’s economy at 
this delicate moment of un-
precedented challenge from 
corona virus. “Ultimately, 
what I’m trying to do here is 
to protect the interest of the 
people … I don’t have any 
reason to apologize. I saw it 
as fair comment … As a lead-
er, you have to look at certain 

Local News
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cont’d on pg 11

PM dismisses criticism 
of earlier comments
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The current sitting of the 
Criminal Assize Court has 
been postponed over con-
cerns related to the coronavi-
rus – COVID-19 outbreak.

Court officials made the 
decision over the weekend 
shortly after the announce-
ment that Antigua and Bar-
buda had recorded its first 
confirmed case of the corona-
virus.

In a circular sent to all ju-
rors sitting during the assizes, 
they were advised not to re-
port to court today (Monday 
16) until further notice. Court 
sources say there are con-
cerns that a continuation of 
criminal cases that normally 
attract as much as 60 persons 
per case could raise alarm 
among the jurors.

The sources say the mea-

sure is a precautionary one as 
the court adopt a ‘wait-and-
see’ approach before making 
a final determination on how 
soon it will resume.

“We are about three weeks 
away from the end of the 
current sitting so bringing 
an early end to the assizes 
would not be too disruptive 
to the process,” one official 
explained.

He noted that the announce-
ment regarding an early start 
to the Easter vacation means 
that this would add additional 
strains on those members of 
the jury pool who have chil-
dren, who now must contend 
with how to take care of them 
now that schools are out.

Senior officers of the court 
will meet today to discuss the 
way forward.

threats and be proactive in addressing them.”
Browne suggested that some of those criticizing him for the 

remarks “may be trying to impress others – maybe members 
of the bench – and those trying to score cheap political points. 
All I feel at this point is total contempt for them, and I will not 
respond any further.”

The Prime Minister would not be drawn into commenting 
on the legal responses that his government may be contem-
plating, in the event of the anticipated adverse ruling.

cont’d from pg 10

Criminal assizes 
postponed
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From our friends at the Mount St. 
John’s Medical Center

With the report of the first case of 
COVID-19 being confirmed in Anti-
gua & Barbuda, here’s what you need 
to know… 

FIRST… We’re hopeful this patient 
will make a fast and full recovery. 
This is undoubtedly a frightening sit-
uation for the patient and their family. 

 1. Even though a person in Antigua 
has developed the illness, the risk to 
the general public remains low. 

 2. Home isolation of confirmed 
cases who aren’t sick enough to be 
hospitalized is a proven measure that 
will help limit the spread of disease. 

NOTE: It’s important for you to un-
derstand this, as isolating these types 
of cases at home may become more 
routine if additional cases are identi-
fied.

 3. The symptoms of COVID-19 are 
similar to what someone may be 
experiencing as the result of seasonal 
influenza – namely a fever, cough, or 
shortness of breath.

 NOTE: These symptoms on their 
own are not worrisome and should 
not cause alarm. But if you or a family 
member exhibits these symptoms 
and you have recently traveled to 

areas with widespread COVID-19 
illness or has been in close contact 
with a known positive case, you 
should immediately call the Response 
Hotline: 46-COVID (462-6843) or 
send an email to COVID@msjmc.
org. You can also notify your health 
care provider, who will coordinate 
with the appropriate public health of-
ficials to determine next steps.

 4. There is currently no vaccine 
available for coronavirus and it is 
flu and respiratory disease season. 
Mount St. John’s Medical Centre 
(MSJMC) recommends taking 
everyday preventive actions to stop 
the spread of germs including regular 
hand washing, covering coughs and 
sneezes with a tissue or an elbow, and 
staying home when you’re sick. 

 For those of you who’ve asked 
about home-isolation. Please know 
that an assessment is carried out 
by health officials to ascertain the 
suitability of the residential setting 
for home care prior to taking this 
measure. Considerations include 
whether:

1. The patient is stable enough to re-
ceive care at home 

2. Appropriate caregivers are avail-
able at home 

3. There is a separate bedroom 
where the patient can recover without 
sharing immediate space with others 

4. Resources for access to food and 
other necessities are available 

5. The patient and other household 
members have access to appropriate, 
recommended personal protective 
equipment (at a minimum, gloves 
and facemask) and are capable of 
adhering to precautions recommend-
ed as part of home care or isolation 
(e.g., respiratory hygiene and cough 
etiquette, hand hygiene) 

6. There are household members 
who may be at increased risk of com-

plications from COVID-19 infection 
(.e.g., people 65 years old, young 
children, pregnant women, people 
who are immune-compromised or 
who have chronic heart, lung, or kid-
ney conditions). 

NOTE: If it is determined that some-
one can be isolated at home, they are 
monitored by a medical team and are 
required to follow prevention mea-
sures outlined by the team until they 
are cleared to return to their normal 
activities. Some preventive measures 
include: 

1. Separating themselves from other 
people and animals in the home 

 2. Wearing a facemask
 3. Covering their coughs and 

sneezes 
 4. Cleaning their hands often 
 5. Avoiding sharing personal 

household items 
 6. Cleaning all “high-touch” 

surfaces everyday 
 7. Monitoring their symptoms 
NOTE: If they have a medical 

emergency and need to call 911, they 
should notify the dispatch personnel 
that they have, or are being evaluat-
ed for COVID-19 – And if possible, 
put on a facemask before emergency 
medical services arrive. 

OTHER USEFUL INFO 
Don’t go to the Emergency Depart-

ment (ED) for COVIS-19 testing. 
The Emergency Department is only 
for those who need the most critical 
care.*

NOTE: If you have chest pain, 
shortness of breath, dizziness, a se-
vere headache or other potentially 
life-threatening problems, go to the 
Emergency Department or call 911. 

SOURCES: Mount St. John’s Med-
ical Centre, Min. of Health Wellness 
& the Environment, World Health Or-
ganization, Centers for Disease Con-
trol & Prevention.

COVID-19 in Antigua and Barbuda 
– Here is what you need to know 



Taxi drivers across Jamaica 
are being warned by Health 
Minister Dr Christopher 
Tufton that the Government 
may confiscate their licences 
if they continue to bar nurses 
from accessing their services, 
due to fear that COVID-19 
may be transferred to them 
and other passengers. Though 
the minister noted that in an-
other day or two, five buses 
will be dedicated to trans-
porting nurses to and from 
work, he has demanded that 
taxi operators desist from the 
practice.

Minister Tufton said re-
ports from the Nurses Asso-
ciation of Jamaica are that 
some taxi operators in Man-
chester, St Ann, Trelawny, 
St James, Westmoreland and 
Kingston have been leaving 

healthcare workers strand-
ed. “If the practice becomes 
continuous, then we may 
need to take action otherwise. 

These people run taxis and 
they need licences. If they 
are actively refusing to carry 
out essential services to our 

workers, at an important peri-
od of time when we need the 
public health system to be re-
sponding, then those who are 
involved could lose licences 
if the practice becomes suf-
ficiently widespread,” Tufton 
told The Sunday Gleaner yes-
terday. The minister is assur-
ing the public that nurses take 
extra precautionary measures 
when carrying out duties, as 
their safety and that of pa-
tients is paramount.

He added that, “We are 
looking at the extent to which 
the respective hospitals can 
give some support to trans-
porting our nurses to central 
points. We have solutions 
in terms of our own pro-
grammes, but at the same 
time, taxi drivers should not 
refuse our nurses access.”
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Nurses Left Stranded By Fearful Taxi Drivers - 
Tufton Threatens Operators With Sanctions

Prime Minister Andrew Holness and Local Government Minister 
Desmond McKenzie at a COVID-19 press conference at the Of-
fice of the Prime Minister - Ricardo Makyn photo

Family Of Patient Zero Getting Death Threats
Relatives of the wom-

an who became Jamaica’s 
first confirmed case of the 
coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) have been get-
ting death threats from angry 
residents in their commu-
nity, two family members 
have revealed.

‘Family Member 1’ and 
‘Family Member 2’ opened 
up, too, about how they 
have been stigmatised and 
shunned by taxi operators, 
shopkeepers and other res-
idents in their Bull Bay, St 
Andrew, community and 
their struggles to cope.

“Some of them don’t 
have any food since Tues-

day night. If they want to 
go downtown [to purchase 
supplies], nobody not tak-
ing them in dem vehicle be-
cause they know them from 
the community,” Family 
Member 2 said.

“And even if they went to 
places like hardware stores, 
they are not selling them.”

The family members ac-
knowledged, during an in-
terview with The Sunday 
Gleaner on Friday, that they 
are cousins of the woman 
identified by health author-
ities as ‘Patient Zero’ (a 
Jamaican visiting from the 
United Kingdom) and spoke 
on the condition that their 

By Ian Allen
Grace Gospel Hall in Harbour View, St Andrew, where Patient 
Zero attended a funeral for family matriarch Gloria Clarke earlier 
this month.

cont’d on pg 14
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names would not be published.
Other family members, they said, re-

fused to participate in the interview be-
cause they were fearful for their safety.

On Friday evening, Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness declared their com-
munity a quarantine zone, curtailing 
movement in and out, along with sev-
eral other communities in Seven Miles 
and Eight Miles, Bull Bay, bordering 
St Andrew and St Thomas, to contain 
the spread of COVID-19.

With some eight confirmed cases 
of severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) and the 
health ministry now tracking between 
200 and 300 persons who may have 
come in contact with the patients, Ja-
maica has been declared a disaster area 
under the Disaster Risk Management 
Act Declaration of Disaster Area Or-
der 2020.

IMPROVING STEADILY 
The two family members disclosed 

that Patient Zero’s condition has been 
steadily improving, but said they have 
not been able to ascertain the status of 
10 other family members who were 
taken from their homes last Tuesday 
night by health authorities and placed 
in quarantine facilities.

“She is improving,” they said of Pa-
tient Zero, who, according to health 
officials, arrived in the island from the 
UK on March 4 for the funeral of fam-
ily matriarch Gloria Clarke three days 
later.

“The latest update that we got is that 
she is not having any fever. She is fine. 

That’s what she has told other family 
members when they call her,” Family 
Member 1 told The Sunday Gleaner.

The two admitted that they have had 
close contact with their cousin, includ-
ing at Clarke’s funeral, and that they 
have self-quarantined on the instruc-
tions of health authorities, but said 
they have not had any symptoms of 
COVID-19.

“Until now, there is no one else in 
the family who has any symptoms or 
nothing at all,” Family Member 1 pro-
tested.

Despite this, they claimed, members 
of the family, including children, have 
been verbally abused and threatened 
with violence by angry residents be-
cause of speculations in viral social 
media messages which suggested that 
they knew their cousin was stricken 
with the virus and kept it quiet.

Further, the two family members 
say other residents are furious over the 
community-wide dislocations since 
health officials confirmed that the first 
case of the coronavirus was in the sea-
side community east of the capital city.

THREATS TO BURN DOWN 
HOUSE

Among other things, one resident 
reported that before the quarantine, 
nervous taxi operators refused to pro-
vide service to and from the communi-
ty since it was confirmed that Patient 
Zero resided there.

“They [residents] were saying that 
she knew [she was infected] and we 
kept it like that and that the whole a 
we fi dead off. Names and pictures all 

over social media, even my children 
get involved,” Family Member 1 relat-
ed.

“Persons in the community or wher-
ever they come from were threatening 
to say they should bun dung the house 
and such things,” Family Member 2 
interjected.

They admitted that they are nervous 
and fearful, but said “the only thing we 
are doing is just putting it in the hands 
of God”.

“Because we are a God-fearing 
family and we believe in God,” Fam-
ily Member 2 added before making a 
compassionate plea to the entire coun-
try.

“We are just like everybody else, 
we are human beings and we have 
feelings. We have learnt to live with 
HIV…it doesn’t make any sense they 
run and try to punch us out because 
there are other persons who have it 
who they don’t know about.”

The two family members, who were 
at Clarke’s funeral, held at Grace Gos-
pel Hall, in nearby Harbour View, dis-
missed reports that their cousin dis-
played symptoms of the coronavirus 
during the service.

“When I just got there, I went to her 
because she wanted me to make notes 
of something for the funeral and I was 
with her for some time. Nobody was 
coughing or anything like that,” Fami-
ly Member 1 said.

“She was sweating, but it was not 
like how they are exaggerating about. 
It’s not true,” Family Member 2 insist-
ed.

cont’d from pg 13
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CARICOM High Level Team arrives in 
Guyana to  supervise  Elections Recounts

The Independent High-Level Mission (from left): Ms Angela Tay-
lor, Chief Electoral Officer, Barbados; Mr Anthony Boatswain, 
former Finance Minister, Grenada; Ms Francine Baron, Chair 
of the Team and former Attorney General and Foreign Minister, 
Dominica; Ms Fern Nacis-Scope, Chief Elections Officer, Trin-
idad and Tobago; Ms Cynthia Barrow-Giles, Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Government, UWI.

A CARICOM High Lev-
el Team is now in Guyana 
to supervise the re-counting 
of ballots from the coun-
try’s 2 March 2020 Elec-
tions. CARICOM Chairman, 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley 
of Barbados, on Saturday an-
nounced that Guyana’s Pres-
ident Mr David Granger had 
requested that the Caribbean 
Community field an Inde-
pendent High-Level Team 
to supervise the recounting 
of the ballots in all Regions, 
and that this was agreed to 
by Opposition Leader Mr 
Bharrat Jagdeo. 

“I’ve spoken directly to 
both the President and Lead-
er of the Opposition and 
they have both committed 

to abide by the results of a 
fair and transparent recount 
of each and every ballot, 
as supervised by the CAR-
ICOM Team,” the CAR-
ICOM Chairman said. The 
Independent High level team 
is chaired by the former At-
torney-General and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Domi-
nica Ms Francine Baron, and 
comprise former Minister 
of Finance of Grenada Mr 
Anthony Boatswain; Senior 
Lecturer in the Department 
of Government of UWI Ms 
Cynthia Barrow-Giles; Chief 
Electoral Officer of Barba-
dos Ms Angela Taylor; and 
Chief Elections Officer of 
Trinidad and Tobago Ms 
Fern Narcis-Scope.
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SVG To Launch COVID-19 Food 

Security And Impact Mitigation Plan

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 
(SVG) has already seen its exports 
of live lobsters by Bequia Seafoods, 
a major exporter, grind to a halt. This 
is as a result of interruptions in air 
transport between the United States of 
America and Hong Kong.

Rainforest Seafoods has also post-
poned the scheduled groundbreaking 
of a multi-million dollar state of the 
art processing plant in Calliaqua due 
to the pandemic. However, construc-
tion continues in an attempt to meet 
the 2020 scheduled date for opening.

The restriction of the movement of 
goods and people between Europe 
and the United States of America and 
between other countries and China 
will certainly create a spatial scar-
city of food and possible inflation in 
food prices. How will this affect SVG, 
the OECS and CARICOM Member 
States?

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forest-
ry, Fisheries, Rural Transformation, 
Industry and Labour, yesterday con-
cluded its second day of meetings to 
craft the COVID-19 Food Security 
and Impact Mitigation Plan. The doc-
ument will be sent for the consider-

ation of Cabinet today, on Friday 13th 
March, 2020 and subsequent approv-
al.

Hon. Saboto Caesar, in an interview, 
noted that,

“St. Vincent and the Grenadines has 
a robust food production platform, 
which will bolster internal food sup-
ply systems should food import avail-
ability become compromised.”

The Minister, without detailing the 
plan, noted that,

“The country can expect an intensi-
fication in the production of a basket 
of commodities which will mature be-
tween 4 – 12 weeks. The Green House 
Park in Montreal will increase produc-
tion to move into maximum capacity.”

“We will increase our monthly tar-
gets for 2020 budgeted areas, and 
simply intensify production over the 
upcoming days. The Orange Hill Bio-
technology Institute, for example, has 
already increased seedling production 
of tomatoes, sweet peppers, lettuce 
and cabbage, others will be added in 
the coming days.”

Central to the functioning of the 
plan is the administrative role of 
the Internal Food Security Council 

(IFSC) – expected to be comprised of 
senior technicians in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries, and Forestry, 
and commercial stakeholders in the 
value chain.

The plan is expected to touch from 
backyard gardening to commer-
cial-scale production. In a recent 
address by Minister Caesar, at the 
prize-giving ceremony of the Nation-
al School Gardening Competition, he 
invited all agriculture science teachers 
to actively partner with the Ministry 
of Agriculture to further build the is-
land’s food production capacity.

Last week the country exported cat-
tle and pigs to Grenada; root crops, 
plantains and bananas to Trinidad and 
Tobago, Barbados, the British Virgin 
Islands, and the Leeward Islands. Co-
conut water is also a growing export 
from SVG to several islands in the 
OECS.

The Minister concluded the meeting 
by thanking stakeholders and staff for 
assisting in the drafting of the plan. 
He has asked farmers and fishers to 
redouble their efforts in production to 
ensure that the island maintains high 
levels of food security.

Global food systems have been severely disrupted by the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Italy reports 368 coronavirus 
deaths in 24 hours: Latest updates

Over 1,800 killed so far in Italy, the worst-hit country after China, with total number of cases hitting nearly 25,000.

-Aljazera 
Italy on Sunday reported 368 new 

deaths from the coronavirus outbreak 
as the country’s death toll hit 1,809 
while the number of positive cases 
rose to 24,747 from 21,157 on Satur-
day, the country’s civil protection au-
thority said. Governments around the 
world have stepped up restrictions on 
the movement of their citizens to re-
duce the spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, which has killed nearly 5,800 
people with over 153,000 infect-
ed globally, according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO).

-Spain became the second Europe-
an country to impose a nationwide 
lockdown after 2,000 new cases were 
confirmed and the number of reported 
deaths doubled.

Iran announced more than 100 peo-
ple have died in the past 24 hours, with 
the confirmed cases nearing 14,000. 
Tehran said its fight against coronavi-
rus is being severely hampered by US 
sanctions. In the Philippines, the capi-
tal Manila has been sealed off, with its 
12 million residents told to avoid trav-
el for a month. Schools in the city have 
been closed and large events banned.

In the United States, increased 
screening measures for people return-
ing from Europe have caused chaos 
at airports. - Serbia declares state of 
emergency over coronavirus: pres-
ident Serbia’s president declared a 
state of emergency to halt the spread 
of the coronavirus deploying soldiers 
to guard hospitals and shutting down 
many public spaces. “From tomorrow, 

there is no more school, no nurseries, 
no universities, everything closes, no 
training, sports... We will close down 
to save our lives, to save our parents, 
to save our elderly,” said President 
Aleksandar Vucic. -France reports its 
biggest jump in coronavirus deaths, 
total at 120 France recorded 29 addi-
tional coronavirus deaths, the biggest 
one-day increase in the country since 
the outbreak, bringing the total death 
toll to 120, Health Minister Olivier Ve-
ran said. Around 900 more infections 
were recorded in the past 24 hours, 
taking the total to 5,400 since January, 
Veran told France 2 television.

Separately, the national health agen-
cy Sante Publique France, which has 
been updating its tally daily, put the 
new toll at 127 deaths
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As U.S. cases of the coro-
navirus climb well past 
3,000, New York City an-
nounced on Sunday it will 
close public schools on 
Monday, and states and cit-
ies are ordering bars and 
restaurants to close in an 
effort to encourage social 
distancing and try to stem 
the outbreak.

New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo announced on Sun-
day evening that Westches-
ter, Nassau, Suffolk and 
New York City schools will 
close this week. Cuomo 
also said in a statement that 
New York City must put a 
plan in place to make sure 
children who rely on school 
meals will still get fed and 
parents, especially health 
care workers and first re-
sponders, will be provided 
childcare.

In a press conference on 
Sunday, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio said schools will close 
Monday and remain closed 
at least until April 20. The 
mayor said there is a chance 
schools could remain closed 
for the rest of the school 
year.The announcement 
comes after widespread 
calls to close the schools 
and “furious” teachers who 
thought it was irresponsible 
to keep schools open. “It 
is time to take more dra-
matic measures,” the may-
or said, adding he knows 
“the full cost of shutting 
our schools.” The deci-
sion comes on a day where 
states and cities across the 

country took more dramatic 
measures to try to contain 
the new coronavirus. Ohio 
governor Mike DeWine 
announced Sunday he has 
ordered all bars and restau-
rants in the state to shut 
down service beginning at 
9 p.m. this evening.

“How long will this or-
der be in effect? We don’t, 
frankly, know,” DeWine 
told reporters Sunday. “It 
will be in effect for as long 
as it needs to.”

DeWine said carryout 
and delivery services were 
not included in the order, 
and said his administration 
is working to help small 
businesses that will inevi-
tably suffer because of the 
closures. Ohio’s decision 

comes as other states are 
putting in place similar pro-
tocols. On Sunday, Illinois 
governor J.B. Pritzker or-
dered bars and restaurants 
in the state to close from 
March 16 to March 30. On 
CNN Sunday, Los Angeles 
mayor Eric Garcetti said he 
plans to enact a similar pol-
icy in his city.

Boston mayor Marty 
Walsh ordered bars, restau-
rants and clubs to cut their 
capacity in half by remov-
ing tables and chairs to en-
courage social distancing, 
said beer gardens cannot 
open until the crisis pass-
es, and said lines should 
not form outside, according 
to NBC Boston. He also 
loosened rules applying to 

takeout. “We are basically 
allowing every single estab-
lishment that serves food in 
the city of Boston to serve 
takeout,” Walsh said.

Washington D.C. may-
or Muriel Bowser also an-
nounced a series of proto-
cols restaurants and bars 
must follow, including lim-
iting service to tables of six 
peoples or less, ensuring 
patrons are seated at least 
six feet apart at tables and 
booths, and ordering night-
clubs and multi-purpose 
facilities to suspend opera-
tions. New York City is not 
closing bars and restaurants, 
but is cracking down on es-
tablishments that violate its 
earlier rule of keeping oc-
cupancy at half the capac-
ity of eating and drinking 
spots. Law enforcement au-
thorities will be enforcing 
penalties on the half-ca-
pacity rule, de Blasio said. 
The efforts by states and 
cities are meant to force 
more people to participate 
in social distancing, one of 
the best ways to slow the 
spread of a virus and mini-
mize its effects on the most 
vulnerable populations. The 
best tool we have right now 
in this response is to give 
individuals breathing room 
from one another,” Jason 
Schwartz, an assistant pro-
fessor in the department of 
health policy at the Yale 
School of Public Health, 
previously told NBC News. 
“This is really critical.”

New York City to close schools; bars, restaurants 
around U.S. ordered closed over coronavirus

Gov. Andrew Cuomo ordered schools closed in New York City 
as Ohio and Illinois ordered all bars and restaurants in the state 
to shut down service.
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The US has cut interest 
rates to almost zero and 
launched a $700bn stimulus 
programme in a bid to pro-
tect the economy from the 
impact of coronavirus.It is 
part of a co-ordinated action 
announced on Sunday in the 
UK, Japan, eurozone, Cana-
da, and Switzerland.

Announcing the US move, 
the Federal Reserve said 
the “outbreak has harmed 
communities and disrupted 
economic activity in many 
countries”.

Fed chairman Jerome 
Powell will hold a news 
conference later on Sunday. 
US President Donald Trump 
said the Fed’s action “makes 
him very happy”. 

The Fed has cut rates to a 
target range of 0% to 0.25%, 
and said it would it begin 
buying bonds - quantitative 
easing - a move that pumps 
money directly into the 
economy. The central bank 
had already cut interest rates 
by half a percentage point af-
ter an emergency meeting on 
3 March. 

It was the first rate cut out-
side of a regularly scheduled 
policy meeting since the fi-
nancial crisis in 2008. Stock 
markets have plunged amid 
fears that economic paralysis 
will wipe out corporate prof-

its and spark a global reces-
sion. But in a statement on 
Sunday, the Fed said: “The 
Federal Reserve is prepared 
to use its full range of tools 
to support the flow of credit 
to households and business-
es and thereby promote its 
maximum employment and 
price stability goals.”

Coronavirus: 
US slashes rates 

and launches 
huge stimulus 

programme

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell was scheduled to 
hold a media conference later on Sunday

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International
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 Put an extra spring in your step, Aries. 
The slow, steady pace may be some-
thing that you’re comfortable with, but 
note that the situations of the day call 
for something much more dynamic and 
brave.

You may feel anxious today, even more so 
than usual, Leo. Your nerves may be quite 
jittery, and there’s a feeling that you may 
not be on exactly the right track. More 
than likely, what you need to do is sim-
ply calm down and relax. Let your brain 
slow down and think clearly without the 
distraction of many people telling you 
what to do.

 Don’t be a pushover today, Libra. This 
is your time to lead. At least get your 
opinion out in the open and let it be 
known to the people around you. Put 
some passion in your day in order to 
liven things up and get the energy 
moving. A powerful transformation 
may take place within you as you start 
to wield your power instead of give it 
blindly away to others.

Be prepared for all-out combat with 
people today, Taurus, even though 
this is pretty much the opposite of 
your normal style. In fact, “opposite” 
is the name of the game for you today. 
Don’t be surprised if you walk into an 
ice cream shop wanting vanilla and all 
they have is chocolate. Remember to 
not get upset by these types of situa-
tions over which you simply have no 
control.

 Other people are the most important 
aspect of your day today, Virgo. You’ll 
find that things might get a bit difficult 
and unruly alone, but if you connect 
with others, even the most challeng-
ing task becomes almost effortless. 
One toothpick is easily broken, but 50 
toothpicks together are as strong as 
steel. Conjure up this power created by 
a force of people who all share a com-
mon goal.

Control is apt to be a big theme for 
you and the people around you today, 
Gemini. You’ll find such a brutal dis-
pute over who is holding the reins that 
once someone finally gets a firm hold 
of them, he or she is apt to take the situ-
ation to the extreme. There’s an aggres-
sive tone to things that can’t easily be 
ignored. Keep an eye on your associates 
on a day like this.

Be careful of getting into fights today, 
Sagittarius. However, if a squabble or 
altercation of some sort seems inevi-
table, don’t shrink away and hide. It’s 
important that you face the source of 
the attack and stand up to whomever 
or whatever is getting in your path. 
Conjure up the warrior inside you and 
you might surprise yourself with the 
incredible power you have within.

You have a great deal of power at your 
disposal today, Scorpio. You should 
keep in mind that just about anything 
you wish for will come true. Don’t 
waste words or actions. Concentrate 
your energy and focus it on one or two 
important things instead of dispersing 
it and thereby diluting your overall 
power. There isn’t anything to fear on 
a day like this.

Issues regarding freedom are apt to 
come up today in more ways than 
one, Capricorn. These issues could be 
connected with opportunities for ad-
venture and travel. Although you ini-
tially want to dive into this promised 
freedom, take time to reflect on what 
you need in your current situation be-
fore making any final decision. Don’t 
forget the other people in your life and 
how such actions might affect them and 
your relationships.

 In general, things should be going ex-
tremely well for you today, Cancer, so 
don’t miss this opportunity to pursue 
your dreams in every sense of the word. 
Do things with passion and don’t hold 
back. Remember that your mind and will 
are the only things stopping you from get-
ting where you want to be. There’s a great 
deal of magnetism at your disposal today, 
so enlist others to help you.

There is a great deal of startup energy 
working for you today, Aquarius. You 
may feel as if you’re walking on hot 
coals. This isn’t a good day to sit on 
the couch watching TV. The coals will 
burn you for sure. It’s important that 
you keep moving. Engage in activities 
that exercise your mind as well as body. 
You’ll feel much better if you can point 
to something and say that you created 
it.

Your energy will light up any room 
you enter today, Pisces. Feel free to take 
advantage of this incredible magnetism 
by initiating and encouraging others to 
join you in creative activities and bold 
adventures. However, be careful that 
your head doesn’t get too big. You can 
be proud without becoming egotistical; 
otherwise you’ll end up losing your fol-
lowers before you even get started.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20) Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 22) Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 18)

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sept 22)
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)

Your Stars Foretold
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Sports News
Head coach of the Grenades Football 

Club Derrick Prettyboy Edwards is con-
cerned with the lengthy halt to the ABFA 
2019/20 premier league season. 

Speaking to PointeXpress the former 
national striker says with only two more 
rounds of matches remaining he is hop-
ing that some measure can be found to 
complete the season as soon as possible.

Edwards pointed to the possibility of 
playing the games behind closed door 
for the short period remaining. 

Known during his playing days as 
number 4 must score he noted that the 

30 days ban will affect his club tremen-
dously. 

He added that his overseas players 
need to get back to their families and it 
will hit the executive financially costing 

more to complete the season.
Grenades have eight overseas based 

players on their roster.
Edwards says he will try to keep his 

team in sharp through training over the 
period. He is confident that when all is 
done and dusted Grenades will lift their 
first Premier Championship.

Grenades presently lead the 10 team 
completion with 31 points from 16 out-
ings two points clear of Green Bay Hop-
pers on 29. 

Only one of both teams has any chance 
of winning the grand prize.

Jennings Secondary 
brushed aside Glanvilles by 
9 wickets last week in the 
Ministry of Sports Under-15 
cricket league.

Playing at Jennings, Glan-
villes could only manage 60 
for 5 from 15 overs. Matthew 
picked up 2 for11 in 3.1 overs.

In response the home team 
rushes to 62 for 1 from 7.4 
overs. Tanez Francis made 32 
and Malinga Bruney was un-
beaten on 13.

In the Under 19 category 
All Saints Secondary rolled 
over Ottos Comprehensive 
School by 122 runs. Batting 
first ASC accumulated 178 
for 5 declared with Tarek 

Charles stroking 84 and Ken-
ny Sutton adding 55. 

OCS was then bowled out 
for 104 with Sutton picking 
up 5 for 29, Demetri Lucas 
3 for 22 and Ajahrie Joseph 
2 for 15. Batting a second 
time the young men from 

All Saints posted 109 for 2 
declared with Brent Joseph 
leading the way unbeaten on 
54 and Sutton making 36.

OCS was bundled out for 
just 61 with Sutton and Lucas 
grabbing 5 wickets each.

At Factory Jennings Sec-

onday and Antigua State 
College played to a draw. 
Jennings 127 all out, Glenton 
Williams 30, Demari Benta 
5 for 18, and 37 all out Ben-
ta 4 wicktes.  ASC 50 for 8 
Grayson Cuffy 20, Matthew 
Miller 6 for 29, and 62 for 2 
Grayson Cuffy 22 not-out.

Princess Margaret School 
and Antigua Grammar 
School, PMS 195, Kiel Wil-
liams 67, Tyrese Damon 33, 
Yanique Watley 33 not out, 
Tyree Moore 4 for 29, and 
74 for 3 Michael Greaves 40, 
Watley unbeaten 28. AGS 
118 all out Melique Jacobs 
20, Michael Greaves 5 for 
23, Jaydin Coates 2 for 22, 
and 71 for 7 Greaves 6 for 27. 
Match drawn.

The Antigua and Barbuda Football Associ-
ation notified its members last Friday of the 
stance taken by the Ministry of Sports to ban 
all sporting activities for 30 days. Appear-
ing on Pointe FM Saturday Sports Talk with 
Epilus, Blinds and Blacks the secretary of the 
ABFA Rohan Hector emphasize the impor-
tance of following the guidelines set out by 
the Government, Ministry of Health and Min-
istry of Sports to reframe from all sporting 
and social gatherings for the period stipulated. 

The Secretary noted that the directive also 

include training sessions.  He added the ABFA 
has a responsibility to thousands of players 
and supporters of the sport in keeping them 
safe.

The football administrator says they will be 
dialoging with their members and stakehold-
ers on a regular basis over the period since 
there is no precedence to follow in respect to 
COVID-19 and sports.

He articulated that the smart thing to do at 
this point is join forces with Government and 
health officials by following their guidelines. 

Edwards: Concern over lengthy stoppage

Derrick Prettyboy Edwards, right. 

Jennings top Glanvilles in School Cricket

Hector urging members to comply
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The Royal Air Force Target Rifle 
Club (RAFTR Club) completed their 
Caribbean 2020 tour with victories 
in the two day championship with 
host Antigua and Barbuda Shooting  
Club.

The tournament was held at Crabbs 
Shooting Range. On Day-One the 
Royal Air Force amassed a total of 
1436 points with 74 Vbulls. Antigua 
and Barbuda Shooting Club had 1350 
with 65 Vbulls settling for second.

On day-two both Clubs competed 
in the individual competition.

For RAFTR Club Scott Glanville 
posted 147 points with 13 Vbulls, 
followed closely by David Calvert 
with 147 points and 11 Vbulls, and 
Chris Fitzpatrick on 146 points with 
13 Vbulls.

For Antigua Andy Perry 142 points 
with 7 Vbulls, Rohit  Dukhiram 140 
points  with 7 Vbulls, and Christmas 
Joseph 138 points  with 9 Vbulls.

Antigua and Barbuda received high 
praise from David Calvert who high-
lighted the Hospitality of the people 
who he interacted with and promise 
to promote Antigua and Barbuda as a 

shooting destination.
Meanwhile president of the Antigua 

and Barbuda Shooting Club Thomas 
Benjamin said this was just the tip of 

the iceberg for his Club and added 
that it was a learning experience for 
his team.  The Royal Air Force Rifle 
Club will head home on Tuesday.

All football matches in the 
Female, First Division and 
Premier League was post-

poned over the weekend af-
ter the nation recorded the 
first case of Coronavirus. 

The Ministry of Sports 
issued a directive dated 
March 12 2020 banning all 
sporting events for 30 days 
because of COVID-19 pan-
demic.

All members of the ABFA 

were notified on Friday 13 
to cease all group activities 
with immediate effect until 
further notice. 

All training sessions and 
public gathering will be af-
fected.

Football postponed for 30 days

RAFTR Club win big 
over A&B Shooting Club


