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Calvin ‘Burga’ James will 
likely die in prison after he 
was given two life sentenc-
es plus 30 years in the High 
Court yesterday.

The sentences will run 
concurrently, meaning they 
will run at the same time.

In February, James, in 
the early stages of his trial 
pleaded guilty to two counts 
of murder for the death of 
his niece, Tahisha Thomas 
and his nephew’s girlfriend, 
Sanchezca Charles.

Facing charges for five 
offences, he also pleaded 
guilty to shooting with in-
tent to murder his nephew 

Lawrence James.
During the sentencing 

hearing yesterday after-
noon, Justice Ian Morley 
described the convicted 
man as “permanently dan-
gerous”.

Burga shot his niece, his 
nephew and his nephew’s 
girlfriend in Donovans, 
when he entered the home 
they were occupying in Oc-
tober, 2018. One woman 
died at the crime scene and 
the other succumbed at hos-
pital. 

James was asking for his 
sister and when he was told 
she wasn’t there, he opened 

fire on those that were pres-
ent, before fleeing in a sto-
len vehicle.

At the time of the shoot-
ing, the suspect was on bail, 
on charges of attempted 
murder.

In 2015, Calvin James was 
charged with three counts of 
attempted murder. 

He had attacked his sister, 
tazing her with a stun gun 
and beating her with a piece 
of wood. In the same 2015 
incident, he inflicted sever-
al chops on his niece with a 
cutlass. 

He escaped before the 
police arrived, but was lat-
er traced to an abandoned 
house in Hatton. 

In their attempts to ap-
prehend him, Calvin James 

fired a flare gun at the law 
enforcement officers. He 
was subsequently arrested 
and charged.  

While he was remanded to 
prison by the Magistrates’ 
Court, a High Court judge 
later granted him bail. It 
is during that period of his 
freedom the 2018 incident 
occurred.

Police subsequently is-
sued a wanted bulletin for 
Calvin James after he went 
on the run. He was captured 
on January 13th, 2019.

During the sentencing, 
Justice Morley ordered the 
gun used to kill the two 
women be destroyed and 
the land said to have been at 
the centre of the feud to be 
vested to his sister.

Local News

GIRL UP is a United Nations Foundations Initiative 
which started in 2010, and July 2019 in Antigua.  It is a 
club aimed to empower young women ages 13-19 years old 
and tackle issues facing girls in society.  

A week ago, Girl Up Antigua hosted its first Extraordi-
nary Assembly at the NOMAD Antigua restaurant to hon-
our the three Women of Inspiration for their Black History 
Month Project held in February: Ms. Alexandrina Wong, 
Ms. Sarah Catherine Davis and Ms. Zahra Lake, who was 
represented by her sister Senator Aziza Lake.  The purpose 
of the Black History Month project was to commemorate 
Antiguan women who have made an outstanding contribu-
tion and highlight their achievements.  

During the month of February, the stories of the inspira-
tional women were shared with the public through radio 
and television.  

Other Girl Up Antigua Club activities
Since the inception of the club, Girl Up Antigua has met 

with the Housing Minister, Maria Browne, the esteemed 
Patron, and donated to the Sunshine Home for Girls during 
the Christmas season in 2019.

Interested individuals can contact Girl Up Antigua via 
email: antiguagirlup@gmail.com , Facebook: Girl Up An-
tigua, Instagram: @girlup_antigua, Website: http://clubs.
girlup.org/home or Phone: (268) 772-4278/ 773-7985/ 
77607985 or 764-6307

Girls Up Antigua – Black 
History Month Heroines
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
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without revoking a Will bearing the date of12thday of 

July, 2018, wherein the Applicant is the Sole Executor. 
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days of the publication of this Notice.
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“The entry of Covid-19, 
Coronavirus to our shores 
is inevitable. No need to 
panic, or become hysteri-
cal. We have established the 
protocols and infrastructure 
to contain its spread among 
the domestic population. In 
the meantime, kindly take 
the necessary precaution to 
protect yourselves from the 
Coronavirus. Blessings.”  

These were the words 
of Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne on his social me-
dia platforms earlier this 
month. With the reality 
of COVID-19 hitting our 
shores now settling in, the 
country has moved in full 
preparation mode. 

Last evening, hundreds 
of shoppers flooded super-
markets across Antigua, 
purchasing loose and bulk 
items in preparation for 
a possible social distanc-
ing advisory. One shopper 
commented, “the reality is 
when this virus becomes a 
real thing in the country, I 
and my family will not be 
going anywhere-especially 
a supermarket. So, I am do-
ing my bunkering shopping 

now,” the epicurean cus-
tomer said. 

Items such as Lysol, hand 
sanitizers and Clorox wipes 
are now scarce commodi-
ties on the island.

With the increased traf-
fic, supermarkets have also 
employed sanitization mea-
sures in their businesses. 
Portable handwashing ar-
eas and self-use hand san-
itizer desks can be seen on 
entry to Epicurean- one of 
the largest supermarkets on 
the island. 

While citizens continue 
to prepare for self-quaran-
tine, the COVID-19 task 
force continues to amplify 
their awareness and educa-
tion campaign. 

Over 3,000 awareness 
posters are being plastered 
across the island. Schools, 
clinics, government offic-
es, and businesses are be-
ing provided with copies 
of illustrated COVID-19 
educational reproductions. 
COVID-19 themed Town 
hall meetings and staff 
meetings are also taking 
place across the island with 
the anticipation of a major 
public consultation in short 
order.  

The Ministry of Health, 
Wellness, and the Environ-
ment have also advised that 
the isolation and quarantine 
units at the Margetson Ward 
are nearing completion; 
and, preparations are at an 
advanced stage to have test-
ing for the COVID-19 virus 
being done locally with the 
assistance of the Pan Amer-

ican Health Organization 
(PAHO). This would allow 
for the swift diagnosis of 
potential cases.

According to the minis-
try’s press statement, “the 
health ministry also advises 
that PAHO will be on the is-
land on March 16th, 2020. 
The team of technicians is 
expected to conduct meet-
ings, site visits, training 
and simulation exercises.” 

This was highlight-

ed on the same day it 
was announced that there 
are 2 suspected cases of 
COVID-19 in Antigua that 
is being investigated on 
Thursday. The health min-
istry advised that “once the 
reports of the testing results 
are available, this informa-
tion will be shared with the 
public.”

Up to press time, no con-
firmation of the test results 
was revealed. 

Local News
Country prepares for the inevitable 

Foot operated handwashing station posted outside of Epicure-
an entrance door.
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Thursday’s announcement 
by Princess Cruises that it 
will halt all further cruises 
for two months, has sent 
shock waves through the lo-
cal cruise sector.

Director of the Caribbe-
an Cruise Association and 
President of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Cruise Associa-
tion, Nathan Dundas, said 
he fears the announcement 
will lead other cruise lines 
to adopt similar measures.

Reports out of the United 
States said Princess Cruis-
es will halt global opera-
tions of its 18 cruise ships 
for two months, after two of 
its ships carried passengers 
who were diagnosed with 
the coronavirus.

The move came after an-
other cruise ship operator, 

Viking, announced it would 
also suspend all ocean and 
river cruises until May 1. 
Viking has 16 ocean-going 
ships and more than 70 ves-
sels overall.

According to Dundas 
there are between 30 and 50 
additional calls booked for 
Antigua until the end of the 
season with one more month 
to go. “I am very concerned 
that we are not likely to get 
that number of calls if the 
trend of cancellations con-
tinues,” he observed. General Manager at Glob-

al Port Holdings Limited, 
Donnas Regis, said the fact 
that the cancellations are 
coming at the back end of 
the cruise season, is perhaps 
the one of the positive out 
this situation.

She noted that Princess 
Cruises only had two re-
maining calls for the season 
thus the impact would be 
less than had the announce-
ment take effect a month or 
two earlier.

She said its too early to 
tell the overall impact as 
there’s every likelihood that 
other vessels may fill the 
breach. She added that the 
company is working closely 
with the ministries of health 
and tourism to coordinate its 
action plan.

She disclosed that GPH 
has been holding regu-
lar meetings with its key 
stakeholders on strategies 

to ‘weather this imminent 
storm’. These meetings 
have been held with tour op-
erators, taxi drivers and ten-
ants at the Heritage Quay.

Head of the St John’s Taxi 
Association, Patrick Bur-
nett, said its too early to 
quantify the true impact of 
the cancellation and poten-
tially others on the industry., 
noting that every single can-
cellation hurts his members.

“Our season runs for six 
months, so each call is im-
portant as taxi men have to 
earn enough to take them 
through the lean months. Its 
going to be a hard couple of 
months for my members,” 
Burnett noted.

He said he has advised his 
members to take precautions 
to guard themselves from 
becoming infected with the 
virus. These include the hy-
giene tips published by the 
ministry of health.

Cancellations 
heighten fear

Director of the Caribbean Cruise Association and President of 
the Antigua and Barbuda Cruise Association, Nathan Dundas
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There is a firm commitment on the 
part of the Antiguan and Barbudan gov-
ernment that it will spend as much as it 
takes on preparing the country to with-
stand the effects of COVID-19.

Health Minister, Molwyn Joseph 
commented this week it is no longer a 
case of if, but rather when the virus is 
detected in the country. Speaking to re-
porters during yesterday’s post-cabinet 
press briefing, Information Minister, 
Melford Nicholas said while US $ 2 
million were set aside in the initial phase 
to commence preparations, it will not be 
viewed a budget, since more resources 
will have to be acquired. Rather he de-
scribed it as “a project”.

“It is often puerile to actually say we 
are starting with a budget,” he declared, 
adding this is a situation where govern-
ment does not intend to “count the pen-
nies.”

Using the isolation and quarantine fa-
cilities at the old Holberton Hospital and 
frontline staff as examples, Nicholas 
said if renovation totals in the millions 
of dollars, the funds will be sourced.  

The information minister indicated 
government’s response to the virus is in-
evitable and ports of entry, improved in-

frastructure and procurement of supplies 
are among its priorities. Cabinet notes of 
11th March outlined that; “Cabinet ex-
pressed its satisfaction that the response 
of the administration has been strictly 
in line with the guidelines issued by the 
WHO and the Pan American Health Or-
ganization (PAHO).”

Government is working assiduously 
to complete preparation for quarantine 
units at Margetson’s Ward at the old 

Holberton Hospital building. Work there 
is said to be in an advanced stage and 
officials from the Pan American Health 
Organization are expected on island next 
week to conduct meetings, site visits, 
training and simulation exercises.

Testing for the COVID-19 virus is ex-
pected to be done locally with the assis-
tance of the Pan American Health Orga-
nization (PAHO), which will allow for 
the swift diagnosis of potential cases.

LIAT is assuring the trav-
eling public that it contin-
ues to listen to its customers 
and work with the health 
and government authorities 
across all destinations as the 
World Health Organization 
has declared the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus a global 
pandemic

LIAT said it aims to meet 
or exceed guidelines from au-
thorities, as nothing is more 
important than the safety of 
its customers and employees. 

In this regard, the airline has 
implemented the following 
actions: 

· We are implementing 
travel restrictions based on 
advisories from governments 
across the region. 

· We will continue to mon-
itor and update this informa-
tion. 

· Waiving change/cancel-
lation fees on bookings for 
affected customers and will 
work with passengers to ad-
just their travel plans. 

· Ensuring that its aircraft 
are cleaned in compliance 
with global cleaning 
standards at both overnight 
and transit stops. 

· Promoting handwashing 
and healthy hygiene among 
our employees and passen-
gers. 

· We have also worked to 
ensure that alcohol-based 
sanitizing wipes are available 
for passenger use.  

· Taking measures that fol-
low the recommendations of 

regional and global health au-
thorities. 

· Activated a special Project 
Team to monitor this situa-
tion in real time. 

LIAT said it will remain 
committed to the safety of its 
passengers and employees 
as it works to connect the re-
gion. 

The airline will share any 
changes made to travel re-
strictions, its schedule and 
cancellation policies in a 
timely manner.

Awareness posters on the walls of the Prime Minister’s Office and Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs

LIAT takes COVID 19 precautions

Government preparing for COVID-19
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(The writer is Ambassador of Anti-
gua and Barbuda to the United States 
and the Organization of American 
States.  He is also a Senior Fellow at 
the Institute of Commonwealth Stud-
ies at the University of London and at 
Massey College in the University of 
Toronto.  The views expressed are en-
tirely his own)

 
Regardless of the number of Corona-

virus cases (COVID-19) that occur in 
the Caribbean, the economies of each 
of them, particularly those dependent 
on tourism, will suffer in the immedi-
ate to medium term.

Fear, and travel restrictions on 
persons living in countries with 
COVID-19, have already disrupted the 
global economy and supply chains for 
goods and services.

Indeed, every country in the world 
will be adversely affected economical-
ly even if any of them avoid a major 
public health emergency.  

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has already made an early fore-
cast that its predicted 3.3% growth in 
2020 will not occur.   Optimistically, 
the Fund now expects growth below 
2.9%. 

Growth rates in the tourism-re-
liant countries have already de-
clined.   Many hotels have experienced 
cancellations over the immediate peri-
od and well into the next winter sea-
son.    Of  the  world’s  top  twenty-five 
tourism dependent countries, nine are 
in the Caribbean.

In order of highest dependence, they 
are: British Virgin Islands, Aruba, The 
Bahamas, St Lucia, Belize, Barbados, 
Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica and 
Jamaica.   

With a reduction in the numbers of 
hotel guests and patrons of restaurants 
as well as the number of persons rent-
ing vehicles, earnings in the sector 
have dropped; jobs are being lost; and 
government revenues are declining.    

The situation is worse for those 
Caribbean countries that also rely 
on cruise-ships as part of the overall 
contribution of tourism to the econ-
omy.    The  latest  authoritative  fig-
ures rank those countries in order of 
dependence as:  St. Kitts and Nevis 
at 5.9% of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP); Antigua and Barbuda, 4.1%; 
Belize, 4.0%, St. Lucia, 3.9%; Baha-
mas 3.0%;  Dominica, 3.0%; Grenada, 
2.8%;  and Barbados, 1.5%.

The U.S. State Department has been 
discouraging Cruise ship travel, warn-
ing U.S. citizens, particularly travel-
lers with underlying health conditions, 
“not to travel by cruise ship”.  The 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention has issued guidance, cau-
tioning travellers of “increased risk 
of infection of COVID-19 in a cruise 
ship environment.”

Fear of being quarantined on a cruise 
ship anywhere in the world has fright-
ened potential passengers.  Cruises to 
the Caribbean have been badly affect-
ed.  Stock values in Carnival Corp. is 
down 52.7% year-to-date; Royal Ca-
ribbean is down 61.3%, and Norwe-
gian has fallen 65%. 

Obviously, all the commercial busi-
nesses in the tourism sector in Carib-
bean countries will also face a reduc-
tion  in  their profits.      If  the fear over 
COVID-19 persists and the quest for a 
vaccine is protracted, these business-
es  could  fall  into  financial  loss.    In 
those circumstances, even more work-

ers will be laid-off and their restrict-
ed spending will impact other sectors 
from which they buy goods and ser-
vices.

Governments will be particular-
ly hard-pressed because they will be 
deprived of revenues at a time when 
they are required to spend more mon-
ey, much of it in foreign exchange, 
in their attempts to militate against 
COVID-19 which, despite best efforts, 
will enter their countries and could 
spread into community clusters as it 
has done elsewhere in the world.

Small Caribbean states do not have 
the considerable resources or econom-
ic and fiscal tools of rich North Amer-
ican and European countries that can 
be deployed by Treasury Departments 
and Central Banks.   But, there are 
still come options available provided 
all sections of the society assume the 
mantle that “everyone is in this togeth-
er”.

Measures to stop the incubation and 
spread of the virus, including good 
hygiene, meticulous handwashing, 
self-isolation, cancellation of events 
that attract large crowds – all of these 
are necessary.  But steps will also 
have to be taken to help both persons 
who become unemployed and those 
self-employed persons who get ill with 
COVID-19 and are forced not to work 
for a minimum of 14 days.

By Sir Ronald Sanders

Financial measures 
necessary to ride-out 

the Coronavirus

cont’d on pg 9
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The banking sector could 

be enormously helpful in 
efforts to keep the econo-
my buoyant by implement-
ing several actions.  Among 
them: renegotiate payment 
terms for house mortgages 
and other property, partic-
ularly vehicles, for persons 
who are either temporarily 
laid-off or self-employed 
persons who cannot earn 
because of illness; bank 
fees and charges, which 
are higher in the Caribbean 
than in many other parts of 
the world could be reduced 
significantly; and interest 
rates on loans could also be 
decreased while COVID-19 
affects economies.

Certainly, government 
debt to domestic banks 
should be renegotiated and 
the banks should agree to 
extend the repayment peri-
ods and reduce the interest 
rates while governments 
are compelled to increase 
spending to deal with the 
public health emergency 
that all Caribbean countries 
now face.

If, heaven forbid, Banks 
are unwilling to adopt such 
measures, which, ultimately, 
will be to their benefit by en-
suring that loans don’t sour, 
and customers can continue 
to buy their services, then 
governments might have to 
resort to legislation to urge 
them in a sensible direction.

Trade Unions and other 
bargaining agents could also 
play an important part in the 
current crisis by putting into 
abeyance all demands for in-
creased wages and payment 
of arrears.   Making such de-

mands, at a time when both 
governments and the private 
sector face reduced income, 
would destabilize already 
unstable economies.

Governments might also 
have to consider placing a 
moratorium on repayment 
of foreign debts.  The repay-
ment of such debt requires 
foreign exchange, whose 
earning will be reduced by 
the decline in tourism.  Fur-
ther, existing foreign ex-
change reserves will dwin-
dle as those reserves are used 
to continue to import goods 
and services for the society, 
including new spending on 
equipment and medicines to 
fight the coronavirus. 

No reasonable inter-
national bank or foreign 
lending agency, including 
Export-Import banks of in-
dividual nations, could de-
mand to be paid debts in full 
at a time of impossibility, 
when there is every possi-
bility of debts being dis-
charged in the future.

The spread of COVID-19 
in North America and Eu-
rope, and the economic ef-
fect on the Caribbean region, 
once again demonstrates the 
region’s vulnerability to ex-
ternal circumstances. 

The need for a stronger, 
more resilient, more inte-
grated region - at all levels 
including fiscal policies and 
financial strategies - is em-
phasised by the vulnerabil-
ity that COVID-19 has un-
derscored, even though the 
virus itself hardly hit Carib-
bean shores.

Responses and previous 
commentaries: www.sir-
ronaldsanders.com

cont’d from pg 8
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The Antigua and Barbuda 
Bar Council expresses its 
unwavering support for the 
Rule of Law, the Separation 
of Powers and for the inde-
pendence and integrity of 
our judiciary. 

In an interview broadcast 
on PointFM radio station 
on or about7 March, 2020 
(and subsequently reported 
on by various media out-
lets), the Honourable Prime 
Minister Gaston Brown at-
tributed certain actions to 
a judge of the High Court 
of Justice and further com-
mented critically on those 
alleged actions in relation 
to a court case involving 
the Government and HMB 
Holdings Ltd. 

There is nothing improp-
er about anyone expressing 
concern with a particular ju-
dicial decision or character-
izing a decision as “flawed”. 
However in doing so it is 
important, particularly for 
members of the Executive 
and senior government of-
ficials, to demonstrate re-
spect for the Rule of Law 
and Separation of Powers 
which form the foundation 
of our democratic society. 

It is the considered view 
of the Bar Council that some 
of the Honourable Prime 
Minister’s words during 
the above-referenced inter-
view raised real concerns 
with respect to the Rule of 
Law and the doctrine of 
Separation of Powers. Ad-
ditionally, the information 
conveyed in that interview 

did not accurately represent 
the actions of the judge who 
was the apparent subject of 
the Prime Minister’s criti-
cisms. 

In the interview it was 
stated that a judge “is about 
to or has made a garnish-
ee order” on NAMCO. In 
fact, the Bar Council has 
confirmed that, while there 
was an application for gar-
nishment brought before 
a Judge, that application 
was not fully heard and the 
Judge has to date made no 
final decision in respect of 
such application. It is there-
fore not accurate to suggest 
the judge had made a gar-
nishee order at all. 

In any event, an appli-
cation for garnishment is 
a well-established process 
by which judgements of the 
Courts may be enforced. 
The rules and procedures 
pertaining to such applica-
tions are long- standing and 
provide considerable pro-

tections for both parties to 
such proceedings. 

The Bar Council consid-
ers the use of the words 
“perverted” and “nonsense” 
as inappropriate to describe 
a judge’s actions. Further 
and of even greater concern 
was the Honourable Prime 
Minister’s statement in re-
sponse to a purported re-
quest from the judge to give 
an undertaking not to sell 
shares or assets of NAM-
CO. 

The Prime Minister said, 
“I sent back a message to 
tell him [the Judge] that I 
am not giving him any such 
undertaking so if he want 
put me in jail he can put me 
in jail.”. 

The Bar Council consid-
ers these words to be in-
dicative of a disregard for 
the Court’s authority. Such 
words suggest to the pub-
lic that it is acceptable to 
be confrontational with the 
Court and that it is accept-

able to defy an order of a 
judge (or in this case what 
appears to have been an an-
ticipated order). The idea 
that any member of the Ex-
ecutive would embrace or 
encourage defiance of any 
actual or anticipated judi-
cial pronouncement is ab-
horrent to the doctrine of 
Separation of Powers. 

Further there is nothing 
unusual or improper about 
a judge enquiring of a par-
ty (or of one party enquir-
ing of another at a hearing) 
whether an undertaking 
may be offered as an inter-
im resolution pending hear-
ing of certain matters. Such 
undertakings are general-
ly volountary and cannot 
properly be characterized 
as a perverted decision of 
the court. 

Moreover, there is a sys-
tem of appeal in place 
which offers recourse to any 
person who disagrees with 
a judgment. It is perfectly 
acceptable to express an in-
tention to appeal a decision 
with which one disagrees. 
In fact the Honourable 
Prime Minister also indicat-
ed such an intention. How-
ever to suggest that the head 
of the Executive branch of 
government might deliber-
ately disobey a court order 
undermines public confi-
dence in the Rule of Law. 

The Bar Council is en-
couraged by the fact that the 
Honourable Prime Minister 
did acknowledge in his in-

Antigua and Barbuda Bar Association 
Press Release on Respect for Rule of Law 

cont’d on pg 11
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terview the doctrine of Sep-
aration of Powers. However 
such acknowledgement is 
not consistent with oth-
er statements made in the 
same interview which have 
the potential to undermine 
the Rule of Law. 

It is an imperative pillar 
of good governance that 
the members of our Execu-
tive and of our Legislature 
demonstrate by their words 
and actions unreserved re-
spect for our Courts and for 
our esteemed judiciary who 
are one of the vanguards of 
our democracy. 

The Antigua and Barbuda 
Bar Council therefore takes 
this opportunity to express 
our continuing trust in the 
integrity and independence 
of the Courts and our sup-
port for all the hard-work-

ing judges who continue 
to honourably serve our 
jurisdiction. We also call 
on all members of the Ex-
ecutive and the Legisla-
ture to demonstrate at all 
times unreserved respect 

for the judiciary and to en-
sure that all comments in 
respect of judges and court 
decisions are expressed in 
terms which recognize the 
important role of the judi-
ciary in our democracy and 

which promote the Rule of 
Law. 

Antigua and Barbuda Bar 
Council (Executive of the 
Antigua and Barbuda Bar 
Association) 12 March, 
2020.

Sandals International (Antigua) 
has named a butler as its employee 
of the year, 2019-20.

In a statement to the local media, 
the resort named Wendel Richards, 
as a true hospitality professional, 
naming him as its Diamond Team 
Member of 2019, the highest em-
ployee accolade on property.

For this singular honour, Richards 
received an engraved acrylic award, 
a stay for two for five nights at an-
other Sandals resort and a 42” flat 
screen SMART television are among 
the many prizes he won.

The statement said that by winning 
this award, Richards is now a con-
tender for the Ultimate Team Mem-
ber of the Year, as he will compete 
against the top employees at the oth-
er Sandals resorts across the Carib-

bean.
The prizes there include 

US$20,000, one week’s paid vaca-
tion at a Sandals of his choice, first 
class air transfer for two, among oth-
er VIP treatments. 

Working in the hospitality industry, 
and more specifically at Sandals, has 
come as second nature to Richards. 

He grew up in a household where 
his family members worked in the 
hotel sector and his mother worked 
at Sandals.

An Antiguan by birth, Richards 
grew up in Potters Village. He at-
tended the Potters Primary School 
and later the Clare Hall Secondary 
School. Upon graduating from the 
secondary institution, he applied for 
a job at the resort.

“It was a very positive experience,” 

he said of his early months with the 
company. “I started out as a waiter.”

Shortly after, the awards came roll-
ing in.

“Month after month I won the 
Most Guest Nominated Award,” he 
said. “After the (then) General Man-
ager saw how good I was, he sug-
gested that I become a butler. At first 
I didn’t want to be a butler because I 
loved what I did.”

However, after some of the butlers 
encouraged him, Richards was even-
tually convinced that he needed to 
give it a try. 

He became a butler officially in 
August 2006.

“I enjoy making the guests’ va-
cation most memorable and enjoy-
able,” he said. “I enjoy exceeding 
guests’ expectations.”

Sandals names Employee of the Year

cont’d from pg 10
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Antigua and Barbuda par-
ticipated in the drafting of the 
Resolution now up for dis-
cussion at the Organisation of 
American States on “Wom-
en’s Representation and Par-
ticipation in the OAS”. 

The country’s permanent 
representative to the OAS, 
Sir Ron Sanders said the 
country was pleased to have 
been a part of this important 
exercise.

However, he said while An-
tigua and Barbuda was proud 
to be among the sponsors of 
the Resolution, it still felt that 
it could have gone further. 

“Mr. Chairman, were it left 
to the delegation of Antigua 
and Barbuda alone, the Res-
olution before us would have 
been very different, and it 
would have been named dif-
ferently.

“It would have been enti-
tled, “The failures of the OAS 
to ensure representation and 
participation of Women”, Sir 
Ron explained.

Additionally, he added, it 
would have listed the several 
resolutions adopted by Gen-
eral Assemblies of the OAS 
mandating the Secretariat to 
remedy the many deficien-

cies in this Organization that 
have prevented women to be 
treated as equals.

As an example,he said 
previously, in June 2004, by 
Resolution AG/RES. 1977 
(XXXIV-O/04), APPOINT-
MENT OF WOMEN TO 
SENIOR MANAGEMENT 
POSITIONS AT THE OAS, 
the General Assembly had 
urged the Secretary Gener-
al to, among other things, 
achieve by 2005 the goal of 
having women occupy 50 
percent of posts at each grade 
level within the OAS organs, 
agencies, and entities, partic-
ularly at the P-5 grade level 
and above, in order to achieve 
gender balance at all levels in 
the OAS.

Sadly, according to Sir Ron, 
neither this nor the other four 

goals have been achieved. 
Despite all these resolu-

tions, spanning a period of 21 
years, the Organization has 
still not fulfilled these man-
dates and it is felt that this 
Permanent Council is still 
repeating the same urgings 
made by General Assemblies 
as far back as 1999. 

“There is clearly something 
very wrong, and it is up to 
member states to right that 
wrong.Women’s rights are 
human rights; they are polit-
ical rights; and they are civil 
rights. We cannot, with any 
credibility, argue for respect 
for human, political and civil 
rights, without demonstrat-
ing, within our own organi-
zation, our high regard for 
the rights of our women,” Sir 
Ron declared.

Antigua and Barbuda helps 
draft pro-women resolution
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TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS TO THE DESTINATION 
STEPPED-UP FROM 14 TO 21 DAYS. 

EOC TO MEET THURSDAY AND MPS TO BE INFORMED
The travel restrictions 

which were issued by 
the Government of Sint 
Maarten have now been in-
creased from 14 to 21-days, 
Prime Minister Silveria Ja-
cobs disclosed on Wednes-
day.

 The Emergency Opera-
tions Center (EOC) will be 
meeting on Thursday and a 
meeting will be held with 
Members of Parliament 
(MPs) to provide them with 
an update on national prepa-
rations for COVID-19.

 Jacobs said the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) on Wednesday de-
clared that the coronavirus 
COVID-19 is now an inter-
national pandemic.  Such 
a declaration calls on all 
countries to speed up their 
response and containment 
measures and to be pre-
pared to take any additional 
measures that are required 
to protect public health. 
The Government contin-
ues to work closely with 
the Government of French 
Saint-Martin and Kingdom 
counterparts in order to pre-
pare and plan to mitigate 
the spread. Prime Minister 
Jacobs added that the busi-
ness community as well as 
Government will have to 
look at ways of allowing 
workers to work remotely 
from home, especially for 
persons who have traveled 

to COVID-19 hotspots in-
cluding those who are not 
mentioned in the country’s 
travel restriction lists. Per-
sons should self- isolate for 
14-days at home; contact 
their family physician (GP) 
and provide a list of their 
flu-like symptoms to their 
GP if they develop any.  
The family physician will 
determine if the Collective 
Prevention Services (CPS) 
should be contacted. For 
more information you can 
call the 914-hot line during 
business hours.

 Children with flu-like 
symptoms should remain 
home; self-isolation is the 
best way to contain commu-
nicable diseases.  Special 
attention should be paid to 
senior citizens, especial-
ly those with pre-existing 
health (respiratory) condi-
tions. Passengers and air-
line crew who have been in 
China (People’s Republic), 
Hong Kong (SAR China), 
Iran, Italy, Japan, Korea 
(Rep.), Macao (SAR Chi-
na) or Singapore in the past 
21 days, are not allowed to 
transit or enter Sint Maarten.

 This does not apply to na-
tionals of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands (being from 
Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, 
Netherlands, St. Eustatius, 
Saba and Sint Maarten); and 
this does not apply to resi-
dents of Sint Maarten.

All passengers must fill 
in the embarkation card in 
order to know where the 
passengers are coming from 
before the aircraft/ship ar-
rives in Sint Maarten.

 There are zero cases of 
suspected or confirmed 
COVID-19 on Dutch Sint 
Maarten at this time.  Our 
screening processes at our 
ports of entry have been 
stepped up in cooperation 
with the airlines who are 
also following their own 
screening protocols based 
on World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) recommenda-
tions.  There is no reason 
to panic; stay calm and take 
preventative hygiene mea-

sures at home, on the job, 
in school that have been 
promoted by the Ministry 
of Public Health for the 
past several weeks via the 
Government’s Department 
of Communication. Per-
sons should refrain from 
hugging and touching each 
other when visiting family 
or friends.  We have to get 
back to the ‘No touch rule’ 
in order to protect ourselves 
at this point in time with the 
global COVID-19 outbreak.  

 The Government con-
tinues to work diligently to 
increase capacity within the 
public health sector, but this 
will take some time.
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Lockdown – PM Holness 
says Jamaican schools will 

be closed for 14 days

St. Maarten: Carnival Postponed! 
Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness closes all Jamaican 
Schools from today. 

Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness has announced that 
Jamaicans schools will be 
closed for a period of 14 
days in light of the corona-
virus outbreak.

This was disclosed at a 
press conference at the Of-
fice of the Prime Minister 
on Thursday afternoon.

Holness said that as of 
March 13 schools across the 
island will be closed for 14 
days with a plan to review 
that decision after 10 days.

He said the period will 
give time to parents to pre-
pare for having their chil-
dren at home, as well as give 

educational institutions an 
opportunity to make prepa-
ration for students to contin-
ue learning at home.

The Prime Minister also 
disclosed that the Heart 
Trust/NTA will be closed 
during the 14-day period.
Teachers’ colleges and com-
munity colleges, as well as 
early childhood institutions, 
will be closed.

Universities are not in-
cluded in the 14-day lock-
down. However, Holness 
said that the government 
is encouraging the tertiary 
institutions to offer online 
classes.

The Government of St. Maarten has 
decided to postpone Carnival 2020 in 
response to the rapid spreading of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 

The foundation was informed of this 
in a meeting called by Government on 
Thursday, March 12 and agrees that 
public safety comes first. The SCDF 

will issue a series of notices to the pub-
lic and all Carnival stakeholders in the 
coming days. Please monitor the media 
for updates.

POSTPONED
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Early Grade teachers in the 
OECS producing their own 

culturally  relevant books to teach reading!

The USAID/OECS Early 
Learners Programme (ELP) 
has facilitated the training 
of primary school teachers 
in Bloom Software to enable 
the creation of customized 
content for their classrooms. 

One of the challenges in 
the OECS is a lack of cul-
turally relevant books for 
students and the Bloom soft-
ware makes it easy to create 
simple relatable books. The 
software is so user-friendly 
that primary school students 
are also being encouraged 
to create their own books 

to engender more reading 
throughout the OECS.

Thus far a total of ap-
proximately 130 teachers 
have been trained across 
the OECS, with training 
still ongoing in Saint Lucia. 
These learning sessions are 
enabling teachers to cre-
ate books with content that 
would facilitate learning 
in a more culturally rele-
vant way. Teachers know 
their students and curric-
ulum, and therefore have 
the opportunity to create 
tailor-made books that can 

address specific topics and 
meet the needs of their stu-
dents. Teachers with basic 
computer skills who partic-
ipated in the sessions felt 
well equipped and confident 
to go back to the schools 
and teach the students how 
to create and publish their 
own books. The creation of 
books by students facilitates 
and enhances reading and 
writing skills. Further, when 
the students create content 
that they are interested in, 
they are keen to read and 
share their publications. 

This fuels creativity, criti-
cal thinking and stimulates 
interest in reading and writ-
ing.

Dominica held one of the 
most recent Bloom Soft-
ware training sessions with 
48 primary school teach-
ers. According to the facil-
itator and ELP Coordinator 
Carine Burnette, “The pro-
gramme is quite important 
as it gives teachers or any-
one who wants to write, the 
opportunity to generate and 
express ideas. The software 
further enables the teachers 
to publish their books for 
utilization within the class-
room setting. The teachers 
had the opportunity to cre-
ate content that was relevant 
to the students in their class-
rooms and the specific les-
sons that they are working 
on to make the subject more 
interesting and relevant. 
Language, characters and 
activities within the books 
can be specifically related 
to the Caribbean lifestyle 
which enhances the read-
ing and learning process. 
The teachers were very en-
thusiastic about going back 
to the classroom to use the 
software and share it with 
their students.”

The OECS/USAID ELP will run through to September 2020 continuing to develop and implement 
impactful initiatives that advance early grade reading throughout the OECS.
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Police probe live radio threat
 on Wickham’s life

Renowned Caribbean Pollster and Talkshow 
host Peter Wickham 

A threat on the life of poll-
ster and talkshow host Peter 
Wickham, made Tuesday on 
live national radio, is now 
the subject of a police in-
vestigation.

The ongoing political ten-
sions in Guyana appeared 
to boil over on Voice of 
Barbados radio while Wick-
ham was presenting the 
Down to Brass Tacks call-
in programme, apparently 
drawing the ire of a caller 

about his comments on the 
post-election impasse.

The caller said: “I warned 
you before sir to stay out of 
the affairs of my country 
and you still meddle into it.”

Wickham asked: “You are 
Guyanese?”

The caller did not reply 
but said: “Now I know that 
you are travelling soon from 
now, make your peace with 
the Lord before your leave.”  
The call ended.

Wickham, a Director of 
the Caribbean Development 
Research Services, which 
conducts public opinion 
polling across the Caribbe-
an had expressed concern 
about the process in Guy-
ana. A week after the March 
2 regional and general elec-
tions, the winner is yet to be 
declared after the electoral 
commission released unver-
ified results from the popu-
lous Region Four, prompt-
ing the Opposition People’s 
Progressive Party/Civic to 
file an injunction asking the 
court to bar the declaration 
of a winner while the court 
reviews the case.

Wickham suggested that 
the data published so far fa-
vours the Opposition PPP/
Civic and the party was like-
ly to be declared the winner.

Today, Chief Justice Rox-
ane George-Wiltshire or-
dered the Guyana Elections 
Commision to restart or 
continue the verification of 
the results for Region Four 
by 11 a.m. on Thursday.

Wickham, who described 
the call as a threat, con-

firmed this evening he had 
lodged a report with the 
police and that an investiga-
tion had begun.

On his Facebook page, 
he also invited anyone with 
information about the caller 
to provide any information 
they could.

Wickham also made it 
clear that he would not be 
intimidated.

A defiant Wickham said: 
“I should also add that I re-
main committed to my work 
in the region and promise to 
continue offering profes-
sional opinions whenever 
the opportunity arises (as 
long as I am in this busi-
ness).

“I do appreciate that my 
comments will often delight 
and sometimes offend, but 
such is life!”
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Anger, confusion in Europe as 
Trump issues coronavirus travel ban

Travel to the US from most of Eu-
rope will be suspended for 30 days 
beginning on Friday, President Don-
ald Trump announced, citing a need to 
combat the spread of the coronavirus.

Trump’s move on Wednesday came 
amid rising global panic after the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
warned that the spread and severity 
of the illness, now considered a pan-
demic, was due to “alarming” levels 
of inaction. The ban applies to the 
26-country Schengen Area. Among 
the countries excluded from the ban 
as they are not in that zone are infec-
tion-hit countries such as the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, Romania, Bulgar-
ia, Croatia and Cyprus. “The restric-
tion applies to foreign nationals who 
have been in the Schengen Area, 26 
countries in Europe with open bor-
ders agreements, in the last 14 days,” 
a White House statement said. “Those 
who are exempt from these restric-
tions, such as American citizens, will 
be directed to a limited number of air-
ports where screening can take place.

“There is extensive travel back and 
forth between Europe that heightens 
the risk here in the United States.”

The response to Trump’s move in 
Europe ranged from anger to confu-
sion. “The European Union disap-
proves of the fact that the US decision 
to improve a travel ban was taken uni-
laterally and without consultation,” 
Ursula von der Leyen and Charles 
Michel, the respective presidents of 
the European Commission and Euro-
pean Council, said in a joint statement.  
“The European Union is taking strong 
action to limit the spread of the virus.

“The coronavirus is a global crisis, 
not limited to any continent and it re-
quires cooperation rather than unilat-
eral action.”

Trump said on Thursday that he did 
not notify EU leaders because “it takes 
time” and he had to move quickly. 
He added that he excluded the Unit-
ed Kingdom because the country was 
doing a good job at controlling the 
spread of the coroanvirus.  Many had 
concerns over the economic impact 
of travel bans. The news hit financial 
markets hard, with stocks diving and 
oil slumping, as investors were disap-
pointed by the lack of broad measures 
to offset a likely fall in consumption.

British finance minister Rishi Sunak 
played down the prospect of the UK 
imposing similar travel restrictions, 
but acknowledged the US decision 
could have a knock-on effect on the 
British economy.

He told BBC Radio 4’s Today pro-
gramme: “With regard to flight bans, 
we are always guided by the science 
as we make our decisions here, and 
the advice we are getting is that there 
isn’t the evidence that interventions 
like closing borders or travel bans are 
going to have a material effect on the 
spread of the infection.”

Meanwhile, many observers said the 
ban lacked clarity and could be inter-
preted as a political move.

“Non-Schengen and UK excepted: 
this is not about containment, this is 
about sending a political message. In 
a time where the EU is challenged to 
its core, the US is closing its borders 
and turning its back on allies,” tweet-
ed Benjamin Haddad, director of the 
Future Europe Initiative at Atlantic 
Council.

Al Jazeera’s Laurence Lee, reporting 
from London, said: “The EU is abso-
lutely furious about this, bewildered, 
and trying to work out what the ram-
ifications are. They weren’t consult-
ed apparently before Trump said this 

in the middle of the night, European 
time.

“They are trying to understand what 
it means. There are enormous concerns 
about trade between the EU and US. 

“Trump seems to be making a cyn-
ical but political point out of this, by 
blaming Europe but not the UK. But it 
is a problem for the UK too, because 
European travellers who want to go to 
the US will think maybe I should stop 
off in London and travel from there.”

If that happened, Lee said, it would 
be extra strain on Britain’s National 
Health Service.

Trump said it was possible that he 
could extend or shorten the Europe 
travel ban depending how the situation 
plays out. 

There have been more than 126,000 
cases of the virus worldwide since its 
outbreak late last year in China, and 
over 68,000 people have recovered.

China is the epicentre of the crisis, 
with most infections and deaths, fol-
lowed by Italy, Iran and South Korea.

EU ‘disapproves’ of travel ban as observers ques-
tion efficacy of order which excludes some infec-
tion-hit countries
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Coronavirus: US is failing 
on testing, says Fauci

The testing system for coro-
navirus in the US is currently 
failing, a top health official 
has admitted. 

“The system is not really 
geared to what we need right 
now... let’s admit it,” said Dr 
Anthony Fauci from the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases.

Authorities in the US have 
come under fire for carrying 
out far fewer tests than many 
other affected countries.

There are currently more 
than 1,300 confirmed cases 
of the virus in the US.

President Donald Trump 
says the US has “a tremen-
dous testing set up where 
people coming in have to 
be tested”. However, he has 
not given further details, and 
there has not been routine 
testing for the virus in the US. 

How many tests are being 
done in the US?

In an interview with CNN 
on Thursday, Vice-President 
Mike Pence could not con-
firm how many Americans 
had been tested for the virus, 
saying he “would leave that 
to the experts”.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC), a total of at 
least 11,079 specimens have 
been tested since January. 
However, the number of peo-
ple tested is likely to be low-
er, as patients typically pro-
vide at least two specimens 
for testing.

Furthermore, government 

officials say they do not know 
the number of people being 
tested, because some tests are 
being conducted by private 
hospitals and laboratories 
that have not been reporting 
in to the CDC.

The Atlantic, which is run-
ning a project to track the 
number of tests being con-
ducted, estimates about 8,000 
people have been tested. 
Meanwhile, lawmakers who 
went to a briefing with health 
officials told Politico that 
fewer than 10,000 Americans 
had been tested. 

By contrast, South Korea 
has tested more than 210,000 
people and is testing near-
ly 20,000 people every day, 
while in the UK, more than 
29,700 people have been test-
ed, and more than 1,000 tests 
are being carried out per day.

In neighbouring Canada, 
there are currently about 100 
confirmed cases. About half 

of those are in Ontario, which 
has tested about 4,185 sam-
ples. 

Dr Fauci acknowledged to 
a congressional hearing that 
the US faced particular diffi-
culties with testing. 

“The idea of anybody get-
ting it [testing] easily, the 
way people in other countries 
are doing it, we’re not set up 
for that. I think it should be, 
but we’re not.”

Why has testing in the US 
been slow?

It could be down to a com-
bination of factors. 

The US declined to use a 
test approved by the World 
Health Organization in Jan-
uary - instead, the CDC de-
veloped its own coronavirus 
test. However, there were 
manufacturing defects with 
the initial CDC tests which 
meant many of the results 
were inconclusive.

Lawmakers who attended 

Thursday’s health briefing 
said that there were also prob-
lems with the supply chain 
for testing kits, with stocks of 
cotton swabs and gloves run-
ning low.

And earlier this week, the 
director of the CDC told 
a congressional hearing: 
“There’s not enough equip-
ment, there’s not enough peo-
ple, there’s not enough inter-
nal capacity.”

“The truth is... we’ve un-
derinvested in the public 
health labs.” 

What’s the reaction been?
On Wednesday, President 

Donald Trump announced 
sweeping travel restrictions 
on 26 European countries - 
but was criticised by Demo-
cratic leaders Nancy Pelosi 
and Chuck Schumer for not 
addressing the lack of suffi-
cient coronavirus testing kits. 

Republican lawmakers 
have also expressed frustra-
tion, with one senator, James 
Lankford saying: “We’ve got 
a long way to go to be able to 
get rapid, efficient testing.”

Mr Lankford added that 
it was “not accurate” when 
President Trump said every-
one in the US who wanted to 
get tested could get one.

Meanwhile, Senator Mitt 
Romney said it was “very 
frustrating” that the testing 
had been slow.

“You can’t get wipes for 
your countertop. You can’t 
get alcohol... and it’s very 
difficult to get tests.”
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Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s wife, Sophie 
Grégoire Trudeau, has been 
placed in isolation after test-
ing positive for coronavirus.

She is feeling well and has 
mild symptoms, and will 
remain in isolation for 14 
days, according to a state-
ment from the Prime Minis-
ter’s office. 

He is not being tested at 
this time.

Health officials will reach 
out to those who’ve been in 

contact with her as neces-
sary, the office said.

“The Prime Minister is in 
good health with no symp-
toms. As a precautionary 
measure and following the 
advice of doctors, he will 
be in isolation for a planned 
period of 14 days,” the of-
fice said in a statement. 

“Also on the advice of 
doctors, he will not be tested 
at this stage since he has no 
symptoms. 

“For the same reason, 

doctors say there is no risk 
to those who have been in 
contact with him recently.”

He will continue with his 
duties, and plans to address 
Canadians today. 

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Judge orders Chelsea 
Manning to be released

Former Army intelligence analyst Chelsea 
Manning speaks to reporters outside fed-
eral court shortly in Alexandria, Virginia, 
on March 8, 2019.

A federal judge ordered Thursday that 
former Army analyst Chelsea Manning 
immediately be released from the Vir-
ginia jail where she’s been held in con-
tempt for almost a year.

Manning, 32, was taken to a hospital 
Wednesday after she attempted suicide, 
her legal team said. She had been sched-

uled for a hearing Friday in Alexandria, 
Virginia, where she has been held since 
May after she refused to answer ques-
tions from a grand jury looking into the 
release of documents to WikiLeaks.

But U.S. District Judge Anthony Tren-
ga said Thursday that the grand jury 
had completed its business and found 
that Manning’s “appearance before the 
Grand Jury is no longer needed.” He or-
dered the Justice Department to release 
her immediately but ordered her to pay 
the $256,000 in fines that had accrued as 
she fought the order to testify.

Manning was convicted at a court-mar-
tial of espionage and other charges in 
2013 for leaking secret military files to 
WikiLeaks. She has refused to answer 
further questions about WikiLeaks, ar-
guing that she already did so during her 
trial seven years ago.

She was ordered jailed in May 2019 

after refusing to appear before the grand 
jury, even with a grant of immunity. She 
was told then that she would be jailed 
and fined each day until she agreed to 
appear or until the grand jury went out 
of existence. (Federal grand juries typi-
cally serve limited terms.)

Manning was sentenced to 35 years in 
prison, but she was released in 2017 af-
ter President Barack Obama commuted 
her sentence. Manning said she refused 
to testify before the grand jury because 
“I don’t believe in the grand jury pro-
cess.” “I don’t believe in the secrecy of 
this,” she said outside the courthouse be-
fore she was jailed.

Her lawyers asked that the fine be set 
aside, but the judge denied the request 
Thursday, declaring that it had been 
“necessary to the coercive purpose” of 
the civil contempt order that put her in 
jail in the first place.

Sophie Trudeau, wife of Canadian Prime 
Minister, tests positive for coronavirus

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and his wife, Sophie 
Gregorie Trudeau.
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 Put an extra spring in your step, Aries. 
The slow, steady pace may be some-
thing that you’re comfortable with, but 
note that the situations of the day call 
for something much more dynamic and 
brave.

You may feel anxious today, even more so 
than usual, Leo. Your nerves may be quite 
jittery, and there’s a feeling that you may 
not be on exactly the right track. More 
than likely, what you need to do is sim-
ply calm down and relax. Let your brain 
slow down and think clearly without the 
distraction of many people telling you 
what to do.

 Don’t be a pushover today, Libra. This 
is your time to lead. At least get your 
opinion out in the open and let it be 
known to the people around you. Put 
some passion in your day in order to 
liven things up and get the energy 
moving. A powerful transformation 
may take place within you as you start 
to wield your power instead of give it 
blindly away to others.

Be prepared for all-out combat with 
people today, Taurus, even though 
this is pretty much the opposite of 
your normal style. In fact, “opposite” 
is the name of the game for you today. 
Don’t be surprised if you walk into an 
ice cream shop wanting vanilla and all 
they have is chocolate. Remember to 
not get upset by these types of situa-
tions over which you simply have no 
control.

 Other people are the most important 
aspect of your day today, Virgo. You’ll 
find that things might get a bit difficult 
and unruly alone, but if you connect 
with others, even the most challeng-
ing task becomes almost effortless. 
One toothpick is easily broken, but 50 
toothpicks together are as strong as 
steel. Conjure up this power created by 
a force of people who all share a com-
mon goal.

Control is apt to be a big theme for 
you and the people around you today, 
Gemini. You’ll find such a brutal dis-
pute over who is holding the reins that 
once someone finally gets a firm hold 
of them, he or she is apt to take the situ-
ation to the extreme. There’s an aggres-
sive tone to things that can’t easily be 
ignored. Keep an eye on your associates 
on a day like this.

Be careful of getting into fights today, 
Sagittarius. However, if a squabble or 
altercation of some sort seems inevi-
table, don’t shrink away and hide. It’s 
important that you face the source of 
the attack and stand up to whomever 
or whatever is getting in your path. 
Conjure up the warrior inside you and 
you might surprise yourself with the 
incredible power you have within.

You have a great deal of power at your 
disposal today, Scorpio. You should 
keep in mind that just about anything 
you wish for will come true. Don’t 
waste words or actions. Concentrate 
your energy and focus it on one or two 
important things instead of dispersing 
it and thereby diluting your overall 
power. There isn’t anything to fear on 
a day like this.

Issues regarding freedom are apt to 
come up today in more ways than 
one, Capricorn. These issues could be 
connected with opportunities for ad-
venture and travel. Although you ini-
tially want to dive into this promised 
freedom, take time to reflect on what 
you need in your current situation be-
fore making any final decision. Don’t 
forget the other people in your life and 
how such actions might affect them and 
your relationships.

 In general, things should be going ex-
tremely well for you today, Cancer, so 
don’t miss this opportunity to pursue 
your dreams in every sense of the word. 
Do things with passion and don’t hold 
back. Remember that your mind and will 
are the only things stopping you from get-
ting where you want to be. There’s a great 
deal of magnetism at your disposal today, 
so enlist others to help you.

There is a great deal of startup energy 
working for you today, Aquarius. You 
may feel as if you’re walking on hot 
coals. This isn’t a good day to sit on 
the couch watching TV. The coals will 
burn you for sure. It’s important that 
you keep moving. Engage in activities 
that exercise your mind as well as body. 
You’ll feel much better if you can point 
to something and say that you created 
it.

Your energy will light up any room 
you enter today, Pisces. Feel free to take 
advantage of this incredible magnetism 
by initiating and encouraging others to 
join you in creative activities and bold 
adventures. However, be careful that 
your head doesn’t get too big. You can 
be proud without becoming egotistical; 
otherwise you’ll end up losing your fol-
lowers before you even get started.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20) Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 22) Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 18)

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sept 22)
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)

Your Stars Foretold
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Sports News

Mikel Arteta Arsenal man-
ager tests positive for coro-
navirus and the club’s game 
against Brighton on Satur-
day has been postponed.

The Gunners have closed 
their training ground and 
club staff who had recent 
contact with Arteta will now 
be isolated.

37 year old Spaniard says 
he is really disappointed, he 
noted that he took the test 
after feeling poorly.

Arsenal expect a signifi-
cant number of people will 
self isolate including the full 
first team squad.

Antigua Grammar School defeated Sir 
Novel Richards School by 67 runs in the 
Ministry of Sports Under-15 School cricket 
competition.

AGS posted 164 for 6 with Treyorn Fran-
cis smashing 46 and Ronaldo Antigua add-

ing 21.
Jayquan and Brian Balgobin picked up 2 

wickets each.
In response SNRS manage 97 with Jar-

ed-Jon-Baptiste scoring 35 and Treyorn 
Francis bagging 6 for 16 in 4.1 overs.

Former national captain 
presently the president and 
coach of Cool and Smooth 
Empire Veron Epilus Ed-
wards Jr. is happy with the 
performance of his team for 
the 2020 ABFA First Divi-
sion season.

Speaking to his Co- Host 
Vernon Springer on the TIM-
EOUT program Edwards 
said the Executive of the 
13 times champions made a 
decision two years ago after 
relegation to rebuild a squad 
with local talent mostly com-
munity based.

To date the decision seems 

to be bearing fruit as Em-
pire leads the First Division 
standings.

When ask about some of 
the outstanding perform-
ers he pointed to captain N. 
Starci Watkins who is one of 
the only remaining players 
for his leadership and com-
mitment, senior player Mike 
France and Sydney Samuel 
Jr.,16 year old Zahiem Mus 
Greene the son of former 
national goalkeeper Keithly 
Zazawaki Greene, Rakeem 
Joseph USVI international, 
and Ratijah Hulk Davis 17 
year old 6’2 250 pound de-

fender.
Edwards says he is confi-

dent his team will gain pro-

motion this season because 
of their, desire, focus, hunger 
for success.

Edwards proud of team

Former national captain presently the president and coach of 
Cool and Smooth Empire Veron Epilus Edwards Jr.

Arsenal 
manager 

tests 
positive for 
COVID-19

Grammar School defeats Sir 
Novel Richards in School Cricket



Today (Friday) is an im-
portant day in the 2020 ABFA 
First Division promotion race 
when 13 time premier league 
champions Cool and Smooth 
Empire who presently lead 
the division clash with Tryum 
at Cashew Hill at 5:00pm.

Both teams played to a one-
all draw in their first encoun-
ter at the ARG.

A win for Empire would 
move them closer to a pre-
mier league return while 
Tryum need a win and keep 
their hopes of a top two finish 
alive.

The men for west will try 
to use their speed, skill, youth 
and top striker Rakeem Beau-
ty Joseph to keep their good 
form alive while Tryum will 
look to use their experience.

A big crowd is expected at 
Cashew Hill later today (Fri-
day).

Attacking Saints and Real 

Blizzard were successful in 
the ABFA second division 
on Wednesday, while Aston 
Villa and Sap kept their au-
tomatic premier league hopes 
on track in the first division.

Attacking Saints Ham-
mered 5,P’ s F.C Wadadli 9-0. 
Shakeem Lanquaduc and 
Malone Joseph netted twice, 
while Dorian Cole, Keron 
Mc Kenzie, Roneba Cordice, 
Nasheem Phillip and Josshue 
Samuel scored a goal each.

Real Blizzard upset league 
leaders  Garden Stars 2-1. On 
target for Blizzard was Taha-
rie James in the 1, and Mil-
lique London in the 30. Tarek 
Charles had equalized in the 
17.

In the closely contested 
First Division Sap ease past 
their community rivals Bo-
lans 2-0 at Bolans.

Tyrique Tongue in the 32 
and Rockeem Russell in the 
80 led the way.

Aston Villa edged past Fort 
Road 2-1. Fort Road took 

the lead in the 7 but Villa 
bounced back through Revi-
ro Torres Yasnay and Omega 
Jeffery.

Empire continue to lead the 
standings with 42 points from 
18 games, Sap lies second on 
41 from 20 outings, Villa 39 
from 17 games, and Tryum 
on fourth with 39 from 19 
matches.

In First division games 
played yesterday (Thursday) 
Willikies destroyed Potters 
5-1, Bluejays brushed aside 
John Hughes 3-1, West Ham 
and Police played to a one-all 
draw.              

In the female program at 
the technical center Grenades 
and Trendsetters played out a 
1-1 draw.

FRIDAY 13TH MARCH 2020

Editor : Everton Barnes, Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua Tel:-1-
268-562 4989, Editor: editor@pointville.ag 
Advertisement: sales@pointville.ag, Reporting: news@pointville.ag

Empire to clash with Tryum

Blue Jays F.C.


