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TOURISM STAKEHOLDERS: 

BRACE FOR 
THE WORST

Story on Page 3

Health Minister Molwyn Joseph tours quarantine and isolation facility at Margetson Ward with Medical Director at the Mount St John 
Medical Center Dr Albert Duncan, Dr. Linroy Christian and Dr. Sekeena Goodwin. See story on Page 4.
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Antigua and Barbuda like 
the rest of the Caribbean 
and the worldwide commu-
nity that depend heavily on 
the travel and tourism in-
dustry…are being advised 
to ‘hope for the best, but 
brace for the worst’ as the 
spread of the COVID -19 
virus cause panic and fear 
among the traveling public.

Both the Antigua Hotels 
and Tourist Association 
(ABHTA) and the Antigua 
and Barbuda Cruise Tour-
ism Association (ABC-
TA) say the impact of the 
pandemic of these sectors 
could cost them millions in 
lost earnings. At the same 
time the Antigua and Bar-
buda Chamber of Industry 
and Commercial (ABCIC) 
wants to convene a meet-
ing of its members to dis-
cuss the likely impact on the 
economy generally.

They are reacting to the 
recent announcement by the 
International Association of 
Travel Agents (IATA) that 
the airline industry world-
wide is estimated to lose 
over US$100 billion this 
year because of fears about 
the virus. Over the week-
end, the US State Depart-
ment advised Americans to 
avoid taking cruises over 
similar fears. The US State 
is closest to the Caribbe-
an and where many of the 
cruise lines are headquar-
tered, Florida has declared a 

statewide state of emergen-
cy.

ABHTA Vice Chairman, 
Alex DeBrito has confirmed 
that several properties have 
reported cancellations al-
though he said it is too early 
to say what percentage of 
people have canceled. He 
explained that cancelations 
are mainly for near-term 
stay as some people with 
reservations later in the year 
have adopted a ‘wait-and-
see attitude.

He reported that many 
of the cancelations started 
in earnest after the airlines 
announced that they would 
waive cancelation fees 
for people changing their 
flights. “The cancelations 
are coming every day so we 
have asked our members to 
give us some data so that we 
can determine the overall 
impact on the industry,” he 
told Point Express.

He drew comparison to 
the 2003 SARS outbreak 
where the industry took 
some six months to recov-
ery. However, he fears that 
the impact could be greater 
than what happened with 
that virus. “SARS was 
largely confined to Asia, 
but this COVID-19 virus is 
global with more and more 
countries reporting infec-
tions daily. Therefore, the 
impact could be at least six 
months, perhaps more,” he 
forecasted.

DeBrito said his associ-
ation is in constant contact 
with the ministries of health 
and tourism discussing 
with them the way forward. 
Asked if his association will 
petition the government for 
tax or other relief, he an-
swered, “its still too early 
for that.”

For his part, ABCTA and 
Director of the Caribbean 
Cruise Association, Nathan 
Dundas, wants a region-
al approach to the prob-
lem. He said at the moment 
there’s no uniformity in the 
protocols among the islands 

on what would be the basis 
to accept a cruise ship or to 
turn away the vessel.

“We have one more sig-
nificant month before the 
cruise season ends in the 
Caribbean. We must start 
to look forward to the next 
cruise season and hope that 
the COVID-19 is no longer 
around then. At this present 
time, it’s important we work 
with the cruise lines through 
their difficult time,” he sug-
gested.

He believes that the same 
impact is being felt in the 

Tourism stakeholders: 
Brace for the Worst

cont’d on pg 4
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As fears of the deadly 
coronavirus mount through-
out the region, Minister 
of Health, Wellness and 
the Environment, the Hon. 
Molwyn Joseph reassured 
the general public that there 
are “no confirmed cases of 
Coronavirus/COVID-19 in 
Antigua and Barbuda.”

The health minister, while 
speaking to members of the 
media on March 10, 2020, 
said, “it is not a matter of if, 
but rather when, COVID-19 
will arrive in Antigua and 
Barbuda.” 

The ‘when’ almost became 
a reality when Antigua and 
Barbuda had its first scare in 
what was feared to be a po-
tential coronavirus patient. 
In a press statement to the 
media, the ministry indicat-
ed that such concern did not 
materialize into a confirmed 
case. The ministry said, “the 
Ministry of Health, Well-
ness and the Environment 
advises that the first suspect-

ed case of COVID-19 infec-
tion was tested yesterday by 
the Caribbean Public Health 
Agency (CARPHA). The 
case involved a 72-year-old 
female visitor from New 
Jersey who arrived on island 
on February 29, 2020 and 
later took ill on March 6, 
2020.The patient was being 
cared for at a private facili-
ty and arrangements for the 
handling and management 
of the samples to be tested, 
were made by the Mount St. 
John’s Medical Centre. Test 
samples were expeditiously 
transported to the CARPHA 
in Trinidad and the results 
were confirmed to be Neg-
ative on March 10, 2020.” 
The health ministry noted. 

Minister Joseph explained 
that the process of testing 
the individual involved both 
the MSJMC, EMS, the po-
lice and the Regional Secu-
rity System (RSS). These 
steps, the minister illustrat-
ed forms a part of the gov-

ernment’s COVID-19 pro-
tocol. 

As preparation for 
the inevitable arrival of 
COVID-19 continues to in-
tensifies, the health minis-
try has advised that the Pan 
American Health Organiza-
tion (PAHO), scheduled to 
arrive on island today,has 
rescheduled their arrival to 
another date. “The team of 

technicians is expected to 
conduct meetings, site vis-
its, training and simulation 
exercises. Site visits will 
include a tour of the refur-
bished Margetson Ward at 
Holberton Hospital which 
isthe designated area for 
quarantining, isolation, 
treatment, and laboratory 
testing.” The health minis-
try stated. 

destinations by all the local stakehold-
ers. “It will be a bad financial year for 
all the tour operators and ship agents 
and restaurants and bars and duty-free 
shops, vendors, taxi drivers etc,” he 
opined

According to Dundas the cruise lines 
have taken a beaten both in their stock 
value and their profit margins. “The 
stock markets currently show the im-
pact on the Cruise Lines with two of 
the major Cruise Lines stocks drop-
ping from 12% profit to minus eight 
percent(-8%) between January and 
February. It will be a bad year for the 

cruise lines,” he declared.
Dundas is reminding the region that 

when disasters hit the area the Cruise 
Lines still returned even while there 
was rebuilding to assist in the recov-
ery. 

The cruise official said the region 
should not compromise on its people’s 
health and well-being, but he wants 
a common approach on how it deals 
with the issue. He is recommending as 
broad-based committee to look after 
the problem and to arrive at a package 
of solutions that will benefit all stake-
holders.

“I would suggest the need for a steer-

ing committee in all of the destinations 
make up of both private and public 
sector professionals and technicians in 
health, tourism, ships agent, and tour 
operators. 

“They could then have a main steer-
ing committee at CARICOM level that 
would then coordinate the common 
criteria and approach that can be tak-
en in handling of the cruise ships. The 
Cruise Industry is an important one for 
the region and our common approach 
to its handling during this unprece-
dented time will determine in a signif-
icant way our cruise tourism future, he 
contended.

cont’d from pg 3

A sigh of relief - No confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in Antigua and Barbuda 
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With an increased num-
ber of traffic related inci-
dents in Antigua and Bar-
buda, a group of students 
from the UWI Open Cam-
pus Digital Media Man-
agement course decided to 
launch a convenient go-to- 
site for all traffic and road 
related news and informa-
tion. 

Traffic Tips at your Fin-
gertips aims at being An-
tigua’s number one source 
for driving etiquette, traf-
fic rules and daily updates. 

The online platform uti-
lizes social media hubs 
such as Twitter, Facebook 
and Instagram to educate, 
edify and disseminate in-
formation related to driv-
ing etiquette, traffic rules, 

guides and daily updates. 
The University students 

stated that the course re-
quired each group to create 
a brand that will either be a 
benefit to a business, com-
munity or be educational. 

“Every day when you 
read the news, or simply 
drive around the island, 
there are always accidents. 
Some that could have been 
easily avoidable. 

“Yes, we complain about 
speedbumps and bad roads 
but traffic accidents are 
becoming too common 
place,” one student com-
mented. 

“This is why we opted 
to create a brand that will 
both benefit and educate 
the public at large. 

“This brand is a necessi-
ty. 

“So, let us refresh your 
traffic code, give you road-
works update or simply 
have a real discussion on 
traffic management, right 
in the palm of your hand or 
at your fingertips,” another 

student chimed in.  
We encourage you to 

provide your feedback and 
we hope that you would 
Like, Follow and Share 
our journey with us. 

You can follow us on 
Facebook| twitter | Insta-
gram at traffictips268. 

Local News
‘Traffic Tips at your fingertips’-

online platform hits Antigua 
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A tribute by Petra Williams
A man for all Seasons!!  Family 

man, pan man, post man, culture man, 
a sports man carnival man, politics 
man, a disciplined man, a listening 
man, a taxi man! I could go on and 
on in the quest to describe a man for 
all seasons Eustace Archibald Cornell 
‘Manning’ Henry.

Known to most of us for his lifetime 
of service contributing to the growth 
and development of the steel pan as 
an instrument, a business and a way 
of life, though Manning is physically 
gone from us the foundation he has 
laid for pan in Antigua and Barbuda 
is embedded in our psyche and will 
be his lasting legacy.  He is a found-
ing member of the oldest steelband in 
the world with the honour of having 
suggested the bands eventual name, 
Hells Gate.  He would go on to cap-
tain the band from 1959 to 1978.  He 
was also the Band’s pan builder and 
tuner until he handed over the reins to 
his son whom he trained.  As a result 
of Manning dedication Hells Gate 
Steel Orchestra remains the only band 

nationally with 100% locally built in-
struments.

Manning was central to the devel-
opment of pan in the early years.  He 
was a part of those who faced the ire 
of those who felt that the instrument 
and the then declared cacophony em-
anating were not fit and proper for 
society. Notwithstanding, there was 
persistence by founding fathers and 
with the eventual support from select, 
well placed mainstream members of 
the community the instrument and 
the players gained widespread accep-
tance.

He was responsible for training 
hundreds of students in the art of pan 
playing. In recognition of his out-
standing contribution the Hells Gate 
Steel Orchestra opened the Eustace 
‘Manning” Henry Steel Pan Acade-
my in 2002.  The Academy provides 
tutoring in pan for individuals age 5 
to 70 years.

Manning skillfully balanced family 
life, earning an income and develop-
ing his cultural passion.  Along with 
his wife of sixty (60) years Audrey Eustace Archibald Cornell ‘Manning’ Henry. 

Manning - A man for all seasons
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Henry, Eustace sired nine (9) children of 
whom two (2) are deceased.  His prima-
ry source of income was as a Postman 
at the General Post Office where he 
worked until he retired at age 60. De-
spite his strong commitment to cultural 
development and numerous attempts he 
was never transferred to the Department 
of Culture. Manning worked as a taxi 
operator for a number of years after re-
tiring.

He invested significant sums of his fi-
nancial resources into the development 
of the band, in addition to his extensive 
personal investment.  He successfully 
incorporated his children into the band 
at an early age and facilitated the pass-
ing of the baton to ensure the continued survival of the institution.  

Manning’s involvement in his commu-
nity extended to politics. He was an ac-
tive member of the ALP for an extended 
period, rising to the ranks of Chairman 
of the Branch of St. John’s City West. 
He also supported the development of 
various community institutions and the 
work of the Spring Garden’s Moravian 
Church. The roundabout just outside 
the Deep Water Harbour was named in 

his honour, in response to requests for a 
street in the Community to be so name.  

Eustace was honoured for his long 
service and outstanding work to nation’s 
cultural development in 2015 when he 
received the Grand Cross of Most Illus-
trious Order of Merit.  The nation joins 
the family to celebrate the invaluable 
contribution of Eustace Archibald 
Cornell ‘Manning’ Henry in this this 
season of his passing.  

Hells Gate Steel Orchestra Panorama Song 2019 - Fire Under Me Foot
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On Sunday evening, 
the Directorate of Gen-
der Affairs (DoGA) with-
in the Ministry of Social 
Transformation, Human 
Resource Development, 
Youth, and Gender Affairs 
honoured 25 women and 
one private-sector agen-
cy for their outstanding 
service to the nation of 
Antigua & Barbuda at the 
Women of Wadadli Awards 
Gala.

The event, held at the 
Sandals Grande Antigua 
Resort, was the first na-
tional award ceremony of 
its kind designed to specif-
ically highlight women’s 
contributions to national 
development and promot-
ing gender equality.

DoGA Executive Direc-
tor, Farmala Jacobs, said 
that this year’s celebration 
of International

Women’s Day is espe-
cially significant and that 
the Woman of Wadadli 
Awards aimed to recognize 
the unsung heroes among 
us.

“This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of the Beijing 
Declaration & Platform for 
Action.

Women have made and 
continue to make remark-
able contributions to the 
development of Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

These contributions can 
often be overlooked so 
we decided to spotlight 
the work of women in this 
year’s International Wom-
en’s Day activity.”

Adopted in 1995 in Bei-
jing China, the Beijing 
Declaration & Platform 
for Action outlines twelve 
(12) critical areas of con-
cern including women’s 
education, political partic-
ipation, healthcare, and the 
girl child, and is consid-
ered the most progressive 
roadmap for the empow-
erment of women and girls 
globally.

The awards were distrib-
uted in three (3) categories. 
The Woman of Wadadli 
Awards were presented to 
women of at least 30 years 
of age who have made ex-
ceptional contributions to 
their specific field of inter-

est and the empowerment 
of women and girls nation-
ally.

The Minister of Gender 
Affairs Woman to Watch 
Award was given to a 
woman under age 30 mak-
ing significant progress 
in her profession, and the 
Dame Gwendolyn Tonge 
Lifetime Legacy Award 
was given to a woman over 
55 years of age who has 
made significant contribu-
tions to national develop-
ment and the promotion of 
gender equality throughout 
her lifetime.

An additional award, the 
Prime Minister’s Corpo-
rate Citizen Award, was 
granted to a private sec-
tor agency that promotes 
gender equality through its 
policies and programmes.

The selection committee 
selected the following list 
of winners from a field of 
approximately 100 nomi-
nations.

Woman of Wadadli Awards
Agriculture – Novella 
Payne
Banking & Finance – 
Dawn Soleyn
Business, Industry, & 
Commerce –
Valarie Hodge
Community Changemaker 
– Barbara
Arindell
Culinary Arts – Coleen 
Simpson
Culture – Heather Doram, 

MFA, GCM
Economic Development – 
Roberta
Williams
Education – Joann Boulos 
Callias
Environmental Activism – 
Andrea Otto
Fashion – Noreen Phillips
Fine Arts – Zahra Airall

Human Rights Activism – 
Dr. Cleon
Athill
Healthcare – Dr. Jillia Bird
Law – E. Ann Henry, QC
Literature – Joanne C. 
Hillhouse
Media & Communications 
– Mickel
Brann
Music & Entertainment – 
Marion Byron
Political Leadership – Dr. 
Jacqui Quinn
Religion – Kai Davis
Science & Technology – 
Mako Williams
Sports- Renee-Edwards 
Ambrose
Tourism - Vashti Ramsey 
Casimir
Trade Unionism – Nathalie 
Payne

Minister of Gender Affairs 
Woman to Watch Award
Shawnisha Hector
Dame Gwendolyn Tonge 
Lifetime Legacy Award
E. Ann Henry, QC
Prime Minister’s Corpo-
rate Citizen Award
A.S. Bryden & Sons

Twenty-six winners awarded 
in Women of Wadadli Awards

cont’d on pg 9
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In her presentation at 

the ceremony, Honour-
able Minister of Social 
Transformation, Human 
Resource Development, 
Youth, and Gender Affairs, 
Samantha Marshall, recog-
nized the awardees as ac-
tivists in their own right, 
noting that Civil Society 
Activism is essential to 
good governance and to 
achieving the goal of gen-
der equality.

“Today... we celebrate 
civil society as equal part-
ners [with the government]. 
We need your activism, we 
need your partnership, we 
need your voices to keep 
us accountable, and we 
need your actions to help 
propel us forward.”

Prime Minister, Gaston 
Browne was also present 
to present to Corporate 
Citizen Award.

The Woman of Wadadli 
Awards Gala was spon-
sored in part by the Carib-
bean Union Bank (CUB). 
CUB’s General Manager, 
Karen Richardson noted 
the importance of promot-
ing women’s empower-
ment in the banking sector 
to sustainable develop-
ment.

“Small businesses, are 
the drivers of the economy 
and women are increasing-
ly becoming entrepreneurs. 
As a local institution, Ca-
ribbean Union Bank is 
pleased to offer financing 
options to these businesses 
and we are also especially 
pleased to partner with the 
Directorate of Gender Af-
fairs on the Women of Wa-

dadli Awards,” she said.
The business catego-

ries were sponsored by 
the Antigua and Barbu-
da Employers Federation 
(ABEF). 

The President of the 
ABEF, Sherrie-Ann Bra-
zier assisted with the dis-
tribution of the awards for 
the following five (5) cat-
egories; Banking and Fi-
nance, Business, Industry 
and Commerce, Culinary 
Arts, Tourism and Trade 
Unionism.

Recipient of the Dame 
Gwendolyn Tonge Life-
time Legacy Award, E. 
Ann Henry QC offered a 
response on behalf of the 
awardees. In her remarks, 
she expressed gratitude 
to the Ministry of Social 
Transformation and the 
Directorate of Gender Af-
fairs for the recognition of 
women.

She also reminded those 
present that while “One 
woman can make a differ-
ence, together we can rock 
this world.”

The featured speaker 
Amina Doherty congratu-
lated all awardees for their 
hard work and dedication 
to improving the lives of 
women and girls.

The year 2020 also marks 
40 years since the found-
ing of the Women’s desk, 
the agency that ultimately 
became The Directorate of 
Gender Affairs. 

Two members of the or-
ganisation’s staff, Mrs. 
Sarathine Mayers, and Mrs. 
Keren Isaac were awarded 
for over 30 years of service 
to the department.

cont’d from pg 8
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SAVE ENERGY
SAVE MONEY 
& PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT

This flyer is produced by the Government of Antigua & Barbuda. It is funded by the Global Environment Facili-
ty-United Nations Environment Programme (GEF- UN Environment) Energy for Sustainable Development in Carib-
bean Buildings (ESD) Project, with support from the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC). The 
project aims to reduce energy consumption in buildings and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

THE ENERGY FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN CARIBBEAN BUILDINGS PROJECT
CONTACT: The Department of Environment Ministry of Health and Wellness

#1 Victoria Park Botanical Gardens, Factory Road, St John’s, Antigua and Barbuda  |  Tel: 1 268 462 4625 / email: DOE@ab.gov.ag

WHAT IS?
ENERGY EFFICIENCY means “do-
ing more with less” or “reducing 

  .”deriuqer ygrene fo tnuoma eht
Put another way, it means investing 
in products and services that uti-
lize less energy but still perform in  
a satisfactory manner to give us  
value for money.

OFF: ENSURE all lights and 
equipment are turned off and 
unplugged if possible when 
not in use.

LOOK FOR THE FOLLOWING LABELS on  
appliances to save money on your energy bills 
and help protect our environment.

USE ENERGY  
EFFICIENT BULBS

RAISE THE ENERGY AWARENESS OF YOUR FAMILY AND 
YOUR STAFF. Let them know what your energy bills are. Simple 
changes in their behaviour can lead to significant energy savings 
and reduction in your electricity bills.

PLUG YOUR CELL PHONE 
CHARGERS, RADIOS AND 
SMALL PERSONAL ELEC-
TRONICS INTO A POWER 
STRIP that can be turned 
OFF when appliances are 
not in use

• DESIGN FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
SITE CONDITIONS AND CLIMATE 
Appliances and home electronics 
Space heating and cooling Lighting 
and day-lighting Water heating Win-
dows, doors, and skylights.

• A HOME ENERGY AUDIT provides 
a picture of your home’s energy use, 
and can help you prioritize your en-
ergy efficiency needs

• USE SOLAR LIGHTS OUTDOORS 
for security and for decorative light-
ing.

• REPLACE ELECTRIC WATER HEAT-
ERS WITH SOLAR WATER HEAT-
ERS.

TURN OFF THE CABLE BOX TOO...it 
is amazing how much energy you can 
save

WASH AND IRON clothes once weekly or when 
you have full loads for your washing machine. 
SUN-DRY only S. and iron all at the same time.

THE TV IS NOT A NIGHT 
LIGHT, TURN IT OFF when 
going to bed.

The Antigua and Bar-
buda Reparations Support 
Commission (ABRSC) ex-
tends deep fraternal com-
mendations to the Antigua 
and Barbuda National Parks 
Authority (ABNPA) for 
the ceremony held Sunday, 
8th March 2020, commem-
orating the lives of eight 
African men lost through 
a tragic explosion during 

the construction of the An-
tigua Naval Dockyard on 
8th March 1774. It was co-
incidentally on 8th March 
1737 that the last of the he-
roes of the King Court rebel-
lion was murdered by British 
plantation owners, Ms. Edith 
Oladele who was in atten-

dance, reminded us.
The eight, we were told 

at the ceremonial launch of 
the 8 March Project, were 
part of a crew of one hundred 
and seventy Africans who 
were either military men, or 
those few ‘free’ (of shack-
les) or those who provided 

leased enslaved  labour and 
proficient technical skills to 
the British Naval command 
demanding the construction 
of the dockyard. 

ABNPA through its Chair-
person Ambassador Arthur 
Thomas and the Parks Com-
missioner, Anne Marie Mar-
tin must be complimented 
for enabling the dispatch of 
two researchers to the British 
colonial historical records 
before more are destroyed 
– records that reveal, some-
times in gruesome detail 
the crimes against humanity 
which the slave trade and 
slavery are. We were told that 
the researchers found more 
than they sought. And what 
they found has deepened re-
solve to use the power of this 
‘new’ knowledge towards 
community empowerment 
and the normalization of 
Africa in our history, in our 
lives. Ms Desley Gardner, a 
Heritage Resources Officer 
told us this. She said that the 
project ‘…was not just about 
the past. It is also about the 
present and the future…we 
are working on a genealogi-
cal project…celebrating tra-
ditions, skills and continuity 
of our cultural landscape.’

The recognition that 
‘Dockyard History is Afri-
can History’ is an enormous 
leap into our self-definition. 
It helps to dispel the ‘slave’ 
image that is still lodged in 
the minds of too many of our 
people. African people, en-
slaved by the share power of 
guns and ammunition in the 

His name can go



first instance, came to these 
shores with skills. They knew 
the art and science of work-
ing black metals (iron and 
steel); they were builders – 
practitioners in all the trades; 
they knew the seas – after all, 
they were here in our lands 
before Columbus; they knew 
religion and humanity. They 
were people captured and 
kidnapped from civilizations 
that had already inflamed 
world cultures. 

The understanding that 
‘Dockyard History is Afri-
can History’, Ambassador 
Thomas told us, called for 
wider recognition of the four 
hundred Africans and Af-
rican creoles who toiled at 
the Dockyard…and by my 
extension…those who toiled 
to build the Court House 
and Shirley Heights, Gov-
ernment House, Clarence 
House, and the estate hous-
es…you get the drift: com-
memoration and celebration 
of our African heritage.

‘Dockyard History is Af-
rican History’ can be made 
incisively clear by remov-
ing the name of the British 
warmonger Nelson from its 
name. Is ‘Antigua Dockyard’ 
difficult to conceive? Would 
the captains of the luxury 
yachts spurn the Antigua 
Dockyard where shelter is 
guaranteed, where port and 
other services are excellent 
and where races and prizes 
are exciting? 

I do not suggest this in 
disrespect of Nelson. He 
has been voted as the ninth 
best Briton and they have 
showered him with hon-
ours. The plaque on his tomb 
reads: ‘The Most Noble Lord 

Horatio Nelson, Viscount 
and Baron Nelson, of the 
Nile and of Burnham Thor-
pe in the County of Norfolk, 
Baron Nelson of the Nile 
and of Hilborough in the 
said County, Knight of the 
Most Honourable Order of 
the Bath, Vice Admiral of the 
White Squadron of the Fleet, 
Commander in Chief of his 
Majesty’s Ships and Vessels 
in the Mediterranean, Duke 
of Bronté in the Kingdom of 
Sicily, Knight Grand Cross of 
the Sicilian Order of St Fer-
dinand and of Merit, Mem-
ber of the OttomanOrder of 
the Crescent, Knight Grand 
Commander of the Order of 
St Joachim.

We cannot add to that. His 
name can go. He was around 
here for only three years, 
mainly on sea and we do not 
have a formed impression 
that he cared for Antigua. 
His name can go.

We pledge support to the 
Parks Authority in whatever 
way we can in the execution 
of its 8 March Project.

Dorbrene E. O’Marde
Chair/Antigua and Bar-

buda Reparations Support 
Commission
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In what appears to be the 
clearest signal of a break in 
diplomatic relations with Ven-
ezuela, Jamaica has not only 
closed its diplomatic mission 
in Caracas, but has repatriat-
ed all assets housed there. The 
finance ministry, in July last 
year, granted a waiver for the 
removal and return of assets 
belonging to the Jamaican 
Government valuing more 
than $7 million, four months 
after Foreign Minister Kami-
na Johnson Smith announced 
the temporary closure.

Information from the fi-
nance ministry via its website 
showed that on July 4, 2019, 
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Foreign Trade ap-
plied for the waiver of several 
taxes for the return of assets. 
The Ministry of Finance, in its 
description of the application, 
said that approval had been 
granted following a “request 
for waiver of duty charges 
due to the temporary closure 
of the Embassy of Jamaica in 
Caracas, Venezuela, and the 
items returning to Jamaica”.

Information showed that 
the waiver was sought and ap-
proved for goods valued $3.2 
million in common external 
tariff (CET); $3.2 million in 
general consumption taxes; 
and $700,000 special con-
sumption taxes (SCT).

In announcing the tempo-
rary closure of the embassy, 
effective April 1 2020, John-
son Smith said in a statement, 

“As we have previously stat-
ed publicly, we have been 
monitoring circumstances re-
lated to the operations of the 
embassy, both in the wider 
context of our diplomatic rep-
resentation review, as well as 
in the particular circumstanc-
es of the mission in Caracas. 
The ministry, along with its 
embassy, has been experienc-
ing significant challenges in 
the operations at the post for 
some time, and temporary 
closure is now the practical 
solution.” She said that for 
the last two years leading up 
to the decision to close, the 
ministry had been “reviewing 
its resident diplomatic pres-
ence overseas due to the ev-
er-changing global environ-

ment and the emergence of 
new patterns of trade and in-
vestment as well as technical 
and economic cooperation”. 
Johnson Smith further noted 
that during closure of the em-
bassy in Caracas, the manage-
ment of Jamaica’s relations 
with Venezuela will be un-
dertaken from the ministry’s 
headquarters in Kingston.

NO STANDING
The Sunday Gleaner could 

not ascertain what, if any, re-
lations Jamaica has with Ven-
ezuela as at March 4, 2019. 
Jamaica currently has no 
standing in the South Amer-
ican oil-producing country, 
since the relationship began 
to fizzle after Venezuela’s 49 
per cent shares in the Kings-

ton-based oil refinery, Petro-
jam, was expropriated by the 
Jamaican Government via 
emergency legislation. The 
shares were held by PDV-
Caribe – a subsidiary of the 
Venezuelan state-owned firm 
Petroleos de Venezuela (Pd-
VSA). The expropriation 
came after Jamaica, in Janu-
ary 2019, voted with 18 other 
members of the Organization 
of American States (OAS) not 
to recognise Nicolás Mad-
uro’s second term in office 
as Venezuela’s president. In 
June 2018, the OAS General 
Assembly adopted a similar 
resolution.

Jamaica said then that, “The 
fundamental values and prin-
ciples, including the main-
tenance of the rule of law, 
respect for human rights and 
democracy, as well as non-in-
tervention in the internal af-
fairs of states, remain perti-
nent considerations.” Even as 
Jamaica seized the shares, it 
still maintained the embassy 
there, until last year. Venezu-
ela’s political crisis has been 
rising since the disputed 2018 
election. Several countries 
have not recognised Maduro’s 
legitimacy, citing the absence 
of the opposition, which did 
not participate in the election. 
Since then, there has been a 
failed attempt to overthrow 
Maduro as well as failed ef-
forts to install Juan Guaido, 
who is backed by the United 
States, as the president.

Ja Repatriates Assets From Embassy 
In Caracas - Finance Ministry Waived More 

Than $7m In Taxes In 2019

Foreign Minister, Hon. Kamina Johnson Smith.
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President David Granger is 
confident that there will be a 
peaceful, lawful resolution to 
the current political standstill 
in a short period of time. In 
one of his few statements to 
the public since the gener-
al and regional elections of 

March 2, 2020, Granger, who 
is Leader of A Partnership for 
National Unity + Alliance 
for Change (APNU+AFC), 
acknowledged that there has 
been uncertainty and unease 
since the declaration of the re-
gion four results. But he main-
tained that there is clear Con-
stitutional independence for 
the Guyana Elections Com-
mission (GECOM). As such, 
he stated categorically that 
he cannot, did not, and will 
not interfere in the work of 
GECOM. He said that he, at 
all times, acted in accordance 
with the Constitution and the 
laws of Guyana. Continuing, 
the President urged that calm 
and peace be maintained, 
and that the people must join 

him in allowing the Elections 
Commission to execute its le-
gal and procedural mandate 
to deliver credible elections. 
He said that the Opposition 
had intimidated the returning 
officer, Clairmont Mingo, 
causing an interruption of his 
work.Further, in acknowledg-
ing that the Opposition has 
asked the Supreme Court to 
prevent GECOM from mak-
ing a declaration of the fi-
nal results, Granger said that 
though it is right to wait on 
the Court – as GECOM Chair, 
Justice (ret’d) Claudette Singh 
has urged – he is sure that the 
Opposition has been dissemi-
nating a false narrative. This, 
he added, is reflected in the 
tabulation it has published of 

its statements of poll for re-
gion four. The President gave 
a stern condemnation of the 
violence that has occurred re-
cently, and assured that secu-
rity forces have been working 
tirelessly to bring back order 
and justice. “It is my sworn 
duty, as President, to uphold 
the Constitution and keep our 
citizens safe. I intend to do so. 
I will not allow political male-
factors to hijack our democ-
racy and compromise public 
order and human safety. Law 
and order will be maintained.” 
“Guyanese will continue to 
live with each other. We must 
not allow ourselves to be pro-
voked into taking any action 
which will engender hate or 
disharmony.”

Granger confident of swift and peaceful 
resolution to political impasse

US, Canada discuss democracy in Guyana

President David Granger

US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, Deputy Prime Minister of Canada, Chrystia Freeland

The Governments of the Can-
ada and the United States 
have been in talks about sup-
porting the democratic transi-
tion in Guyana.
This was revealed in a tweet 
by US Secretary of State, 
Mike Pompeo, after a meet-
ing he had with the Canadi-
an deputy Prime Minister, 
Chrystia Freeland.

The discussion also includ-
ed, according to Pompeo, the 
importance of the strength of 
the Organisation of American 
States (OAS). The OAS has 
fielded an observer mission 
for Guyana’s 2020 elections, 
and is one of the internation-
al observer groups who were 
threatened by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Karen Cum-

mings with a revocation of 
accreditation. The OAS has 
called for the tabulation of the 
election result to be conduct-
ed in accordance with all nec-
essary legal, procedural re-
quirements. Pompeo’s tweet 
follows public statements by 
several governments and re-
gional organizations, stating 
their concern for the integ-

rity of the electoral process 
in Guyana. Statements have 
come from Norway, France, 
St. Vincent & the Grenadines, 
CARICOM and others.
The matter of whether the 
verification of the region four 
general and regional elections 
results is a legal necessity is 
in the Court and will be ex-
amined today.
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Economist: Crisis likely 
if virus not contained

-Marlon Madden
With many Caribbean economies 

still performing below par, there are 
mounting fears among officials about 
the devastating impact the dreaded 
COVID-19 could have on the region’s 
bread and butter tourism industry and 
related sectors.

This warning was sounded on Mon-
day as the University of the West In-
dies (UWI) hosted a Vice-Chancel-
lor’s Forum – COVID 19: Partnering 
in the Caribbean’s Response.

While panellists pointed out that 
governments and the university were 
working closely with national and 
regional institutions to minimize the 
threat to the region, they agreed that 
should the virus, which originated in 
China, reach our shores, it could have 
devastating consequences.

Director of Economics at the Bar-
bados-based Caribbean Development 
Bank (CDB) Dr Justin Ram warned 
that Barbados and other regional 
states were in no position to deal with 
a health crisis since they were already 
in a “tough place” economically, cou-
pled with other developmental chal-
lenges including unemployment and a 
decline in population growth.

“On top of this we are likely to be 
dealing with a major crisis if it is not 
contained quickly,” warned Ram.

He told the gathering that after a 
simulation by the IDB to determine 
the impact of the virus on at least 
one economy, it was determined that 
it could have a far-reaching impact, 
putting a dent in the tourism industry, 
negatively affecting wholesale, retail 
and transportation, fracturing supply 
chains and reducing productivity.

“If we have a hit on tourism, it is 
not only the tourism industry that is 
likely to be impacted. There are also 

these indirect impacts. So for example, 
in some of our countries the agricul-
ture sector provides significant inputs 
to tourism, and if tourism is impacted 
there is a reduced demand and there 
will be a knock-on reduced demand 
for agricultural products and knock-on 
reduced demand for taxi drivers,” he 
explained.

He warned there was likely to be a 
decrease in well-being, an impact on 
jobs and lower tax yields due to the 
knock-on effects in a reduction in 
tourism.

The tourism industry alone direct-
ly employs some 2.4 million people, 
contributing just over US$60 billion 
or 15.5 per cent to the region’s gross 
domestic product.

Ram said with the region importing 
“quite a lot” from other regions in-
cluding the US, if COVID 19 was to 
have a greater impact in the United 
States our supply chains are likely to 

be impacted.
“Think about what could happen 

if we can’t import our food from the 
United States. Do we have the contin-
gencies in place to allow us to get our 
food from other source markets and 
how quickly can those contingencies 
be put in place?” he said.

He also warned that a health crisis 
in the Caribbean could lead to lower 
primary balances for governments, 
higher public debt and low economic 
growth.

The economist cautioned that put-
ting monetary policies in place would 
have very little impact and suggested 
that governments come up with a fis-
cal response instead.

“There needs to be a fiscal response 
when it comes to dealing with this par-
ticular crisis,” said Ram.

“I think the policy response needs 
to be on the demand side. We have to 
think about how we support the econ-

Dr Justin Ram, Director of Economics Caribbean Development Bank 
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omy at this time . . . we have to think 
about how we support labour markets 
and how we support the private sector. 
Governments should sufficiently think 
about resourcing our hospitals and pri-
mary care facilities at this point with 
the right amount of labour and finan-
cial resources,” said Ram.

He also suggested that governments 
start thinking about providing health 
insurance to help the less fortunate 
pay for medical bills associated with 
the virus.

“Governments should also be en-
couraged to support and encourage 
sick paid leave because if you have 
guaranteed sick paid leave it is going 
to be easy for you to self-quarantine, 
and that is going to be critical at this 
point. It can be an instant stabilizer in 
the economy because we don’t want a 
situation where we are saying stay at 
home and you don’t have an income,” 
he said. Ram said private sector firms 

were likely to suffer liquidity crunches 
because of falling demand, and there-
fore governments should be thinking 
about offering “temporary tax and 
wage relief as automatic stabilizers”.

“Financial intermediaries might 
need to become part of the act in the 
fiscal response, because we need to 
ask for forbearance to borrowers at 
this point if things become critical, be-
cause it doesn’t make sense for a finan-
cial intermediary to be hounding down 
a lender when they can’t pay. You have 
to think about the long-term.”

He also pointed to the need for dig-
itization, adding that this would be-
come critical in the need for medical 
check-ups. Ram said digital technolo-
gy would also be critical to help people 
to continue to carry out transactions.

Officials have predicted that global 
tourism could witness a reduction of 
between one per cent and three per 
cent as a result of the COVID-19 dis-

ease and the industry could lose be-
tween US$30 million and US450 mil-
lion as a result.

Dr Michelle McLeod, Head of the 
UWI Centre for Hotel and Tourism 
Management in the Bahamas, said she 
was confident adequate steps were be-
ing taken in the region to deal with the 
threat of the virus.

However, she agreed there could be 
some devastating impact on the tour-
ism industry.

“In terms of the impact on employ-
ment in particular, if you are looking 
at the cruise ship industry we have a 
number of small micro and small en-
terprises – store vendors, taxi opera-
tors and attractions that are all part of 
that cruise industry – we have to be 
particularly concerned as to what mea-
sures can be put in place. The impact 
on employment of these very import-
ant operators would not be as great,” 
said McLeod.
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Jamaica has 
confirmed 

first COVID-19 
infection

Jamaica confirmed its 
first imported case of 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) on Tuesday 
10th March 2020.

Below is the statement 
from Minister of Health and 
Wellness Dr Christopher 
Tufton regarding the pa-
tient:

The patient is a Jamaican 
female who had travelled 
from the United King-
dom, which has cases of 
COVID-19. She arrived in 
the island on March 4, pre-
sented to the public health 
system on March 9, and has 
been in isolation since then.

Based on the patient’s 
travel history and symp-
toms, health professionals 
suspected COVID-19. A 
clinical sample was collect-
ed and sent to the National 

Influenza Centre, where 
laboratory tests confirmed 
the diagnosis today at ap-
proximately 11:00 am. The 
patient and family members 
have been informed.

The patient’s infection 
was travel-related. Howev-
er, steps are being taken to 
prevent the risk of commu-
nity spread.

These measures include:
• The dispatch of a 

health team to the home of 
the patient for assessment 
and initiation of public 
health measures.

• The identification 
and contact tracing for all 
possible exposed persons.

• Meeting of ministry 
officials with members of 
staff at the hospital and the 
necessary interventions put 
in place.

“The virus does not discriminate,” said Health Minister 
Dr Christopher Tufton.
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Coronavirus: Troops sent to 
New York ‘containment zone’
New York Governor An-

drew Cuomo has announced 
a one-mile (1.6km) corona-
virus “containment zone” 
around a town north of New 
York City. New Rochelle 
has seen “probably the larg-
est cluster” of US cases, he 
said. National Guard troops 
will be used to clean schools 
in the town and deliver food 
to any quarantined individ-
uals. The death toll in Italy, 
one of the countries worst 
hit by the virus, rose to 631 
as the authorities placed the 
whole country in lockdown.

The latest increase in 
deaths in Italy - 168 - is the 
biggest the country has re-
corded in a single day, and 
the total number of cases 
went from 9,172 to 10,149.

Italy’s death toll is the 
highest outside China, 
which recorded its lowest 
number of new infections, 
just 19, on Tuesday.

China, where the virus 
was first detected, has seen 

a total of 80,754 confirmed 
cases, with 3,136 deaths.

What does containment 
mean?

New York state has 173 
active cases, the most in the 
US, and 108 of them are in 
Westchester County, where 
New Rochelle is located. 

New York City, 25 miles 
(40km) south of New Ro-
chelle, has 36 confirmed 
cases of the virus in its pop-
ulation of eight million peo-
ple. Mr. Cuomo said there 
would be no travel restric-
tions in New Rochelle (pop-
ulation 77,000) but large 
meeting points in the area 
would be closed.  Schools, 
gathering places and busi-
nesses in the virus hot 
spot will be closed for two 
weeks. Officials will also 
set up a coronavirus testing 
facility at a local hospital.

“It is a dramatic action but 
it is the largest cluster in the 
country and this is literally 
a matter of life and death,” 

Mr Cuomo said, adding that 
numbers of cases were “go-
ing up unabated” in New 
Rochelle. “You’re not con-
taining people. You’re con-
taining facilities.” A syna-
gogue is at the centre of the 
New Rochelle outbreak, lo-

cal media report. 
A man in his 50s who at-

tended religious services is 
believed to be “patient zero” 
in the region. Around 1,000 
people associated with the 
temple are now under quar-
antine.

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo says travel is not restricted 
in and out of the city
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Trump proposes eliminating payroll 
tax through the end of the year

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump told 
lawmakers he wants a pay-
roll tax cut that would last 
at least through the election 
to give consumer spending 
a jolt as the coronavirus 
threatens to cripple eco-
nomic growth.

The president told Repub-
licans at a closed-door lunch 
Tuesday that he wants the 
payroll tax rate to drop to 
zero through the end of the 
year, according to a White 
House and a Senate official.

Another White House of-
ficial added that different 
timelines were discussed. 
Trump is currently backing 
only those that would stretch 
through at least November 
or December, with some 
talk of expanding the cuts 
beyond 2020. The official 
argued that anything short-
er would be bad politically 
and make less economic 
sense, with the impact of the 
coronavirus likely to stretch 
through the summer.

Trump has made the grow-
ing economy, record stock 
market numbers and low 
unemployment a keystone 
of his re-election pitch, 
sometimes telling crowds 
that they have no choice but 
to vote for him or else their 
retirement savings will be at 
risk. Under the president’s 
timeline, he would ensure 
that the tax is zeroed out 
throughout his re-election 
campaign.

Trump also repeated to 
senators his comments from 
Monday expressing a desire 
for federal assistance to pro-
vide paid sick leave, loans 
for small businesses and tax 
relief for specific industries, 
according to White House 
aides and senators who at-
tended the lunch.

Help for the oil industry 
was also discussed, sena-
tors said. The White House 
is considering federal assis-
tance for the shale oil indus-
try, which has been hit hard 
by the oil price collapse this 
week, a White House of-
ficial said. But the official 
cautioned that the situation 
is still fluid and that any aid 
would not be on the level of 
an industry bailout.

Payroll taxes, which are 
distinct from income taxes, 
are paid by both employers 
and employees, with work-
ers paying 6.2 percent of 
their salaries up to $137,000 
to fund Social Security and 
employers matching that 
amount. The cut applies 
only to those who get pay-
checks, so it would provide 
little relief to people who 
are laid off as a result of an 
economic downturn.

“They are talking about 
specific industries that 
would be hurt the worst and 
to try and get first of all this 
payroll tax deduction,” said 
Sen. David Perdue, R-Ga., 
who, like the president, is 
up for re-election this year. 

“So I think that’s at the top 
of my list as having imme-
diate impact. My view is 
whatever you do, you want 
to roll it through the end of 
the year.”

But Perdue admitted that 
the stimulus tool would not 
help everyone.

“If you’re not getting paid, 
that doesn’t help,” said Per-
due, a member of the Bank-
ing and Budget committees.

The tax cuts and other 
forms of major economic 
stimulus would have to be 
approved by Congress to go 
into effect, so they would 
require support from Demo-

crats. Trump’s allies in Con-
gress have publicly been 
told to put politics aside and 
work with Democrats to 
pass an economic assistance 
package.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi, D-Calif., met Tuesday 
with Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin to discuss 
the outlines of a stimulus 
package. Asked whether 
any measure could pass this 
week before recess, Pelosi 
said that she “will see” and 
that Democrats are readying 
their own package.

Trump proposes payroll tax cut, other measures to offset coro-
navirus economic damage
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Saudi Arabia increases oil 
output to record high

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- 
Saudi Arabia’s state-run oil giant Sau-
di Aramco said Tuesday it would in-
crease its crude oil production to 12.3 
million barrels a day in April, a record 
amount.

The move seemed to make good on 
the country’s promise over the week-
end to increase output after Russia re-
fused to cooperate on cutting produc-
tion. That led to a 25% plunge in the 
price of crude on Monday, the sharpest 
decline seen since the 1991 Gulf War. 
International benchmark Brent crude 
traded up more than 8% Tuesday over 
$37 a barrel.

In a filing to Riyadh’s Tadawul stock 
market Tuesday, Aramco said the in-
crease in production represented a rise 
of 300,000 barrels per day. Analysts 
said that likely would involve releas-
ing stored barrels as well. Russia later 
responded by saying it too could in-
crease output.

“The company has agreed with its 
customers to provide them with such 
volumes starting 1 April 2020,” Ar-
amco said in the filing. “The company 
expects that this will have a positive, 
long-term financial effect.”

Saudi Aramco shares, whose trade 
briefly halted before announcing the 
production decision, closed up 9.88% 
in trading to 31.15 riyals, or $8.30, 
giving the world’s most-valuable 
company a valuation of $1.66 trillion. 
That’s still below its initial public of-
fering price of 32 riyals in December.

It came a day after Aramco shares 
collapsed by 10% and were pulled 
from trading for reaching the Tad-
awul’s maximum permitted loss in a 
day, dropping its valuation to $1.4 tril-
lion. Aramco had offered only a sliver 
of its shares on the Tadawul for inves-
tors.

Aramco’s decision likely will flood 
global energy markets and put further 
pressure on prices. The company had 
reached $2 trillion in early days of 
trading in December.

The lower oil prices come as there’s 
less demand for air travel amid the 
spread of the new coronavirus around 
the world, further depressing prices. 
However, that likely will push down 
gasoline prices at the pump for Amer-
icans. On average, a gallon of regular 
unleaded in the U.S. sold for $2.36 a 
gallon, according to AAA, down from 
$2.43 a month ago. Russian Energy 
Minister Alexander Novak sought to 
project confidence, saying in an inter-

view broadcast by Russian state tele-
vision Tuesday that “despite the de-
crease of prices and volatility that we 
are witnessing today, our sector stays 
competitive.” 

He said that in the short-term, Rus-
sia can increase output to 200,000-
300,000 barrels a day and could even-
tually boost it to 500,000 barrels a day.

At the same time, he noted that Rus-
sia remains open for new talks with 
OPEC. 

“I want to say that the doors are not 
closed,” he said. “We have scheduled 
further meetings to estimate the situa-
tion on the market for May-June.”

Saudi Arabia’s state-run oil giant Saudi Aramco says it will increase its oil production to 12.3 million barrels 
a day in April, a record amount
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Aurelien Raphael was too good for the rest of the field.
French national Champion Aurelien Raphael dominated 

the field in the AUA Triathlon winning in a new course re-
cord of 1 hour 57 minutes. 

In second, was Jeffery Kelsick, followed by Shawn 
Weathered in third and Ricardo Dinato and Timothy Thom-
as in fourth and fifth respectively.

 In the female section Jane Hanson took the honors 
followed by Distinguin Maya and Alisha David. 

Pedram Segolcne was fourth and Celine Merino fifth.

Raphael dominates 
AUA Triathlon
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Lion Hill F.C , Bendals 
and Master Ballerz was 
dominant in the ABFA Sec-
ond division on Monday.

Former Premier League 
Champions Lion Hill ham-
mered Glanvilles 7-nil led 
by a hattrick from Calroy 
Douglas and a double from 
Rickroy Johnson. Also on 
target were Keron Prince 
and Cassel Southwell.

 Master Ballerz trounced 
Mahico Stars 7-zip with 
three goals from Dalton 
Lewis. Ronaldo Foster 
scored twice while Keithlyn 
Samuel and Kaleel Hill add-
ed a goal each.

Bendals continued their 
good form led by dynam-
ic striker Alvah Guishard 
brushing aside Freemans 
Village 5-0. Guishard found 
the back of the net on two 
occasions, with help coming 
from Jeron Samuel, Omego 
Otto and Jahbendigo Jacobs.

Also successful on Mon-

day was English Habour 
who rolled over Urlings 3-0. 
Their goals came via strikes 
from Nigel Graham, Wayne 
Phillip and Allan Martin.

 Action continued in 
the second tier yesterday 
(Tuesday) with Young Lions 
of Old Road dismantling 
Young Warriors 6-nil. Zavier 
Joseph found the back of the 
net in the 22, 45, and 52. He 
was assisted with goals by 
Nicholas Caybe  who scored 
twice and Beresford Rogers.

Earthquake inched past 

CPTSA Wings 1-0 via a Jor-
dan Francis 29 minute con-
version

Tamo F.C edged past Jen-
nings United 1-nil. Jahiem 
Dyett scored the lone goal.

 Blackburn Palace went 
under to JSC Progressors 
3-0 with Jamie Harris, Alex 
Browne and Danroy Thom-
as inflicting the damage.

Green City and Bethesda 
F.C played to a 1-1 draw. 
Renato Archibald gave 
Bethesda the lead in the 28 
before Teshawn Hobson 

equalized in the 35.
 In the Second division 

today (Wednesday) 5’P’s 
F.C Wadadli will tackle At-
tacking Saints 4:20pm at the 
Technical Center, followed 
by Garden Stars and Real 
Blizzard at the same venue.

 Bolans and Sap will clash 
in a round south derby at 
4:20pm in Bolans, Fort 
Road will host Aston Villa 
and the game between Em-
pire and Tryum has been 
postponed to Friday at Ca-
shew Hill.

Sports News

The rebranding of the former Sticky 
Wicket continues.

Cricket West Indies (CWI) and the 
Government of Antigua and Barbuda 
collaborated to purchase Sticky Wick-
et facility now rebranded the Coolidge 
Cricket Facility.

 Appearing on the TIMEOUT program 
on Pointe FM earlier this week General 
Manager Nelly Yeates says the facility 
is a mixture of sports, entertainment and 
leisure. But she was quick to emphasize 
the operations is cricket centered first.

CWI hosts most of its camps at the 
ground.  There are a number of areas 
available for rent including the Veran-
dah, Restaurant, Car-Park, and the field.

 A number of fetes and other events 
will be hosted there for the upcoming 
Carnival season and Nelly noted that 
Pink Nick, where the field will be 
covered in Pink and a wedding has been 

booked on the field.
Yeates says a concerted effort is made 

by the ground staff which features a 
young lady Portia to keep the field and 
court-yard lush and beautiful.

 The manager added that plans are 
in the pipeline to upgrade the Museum 
area featuring most of Cricket West 
Indies legends.

Presently, six pitches are been 
prepared to make the environment as 
comfortable as possible for CWI and 
visiting teams. Management has plans 
to reach out to overseas cricket teams 
and schools who might want to travel to 
the Caribbean for preseason training or 
matches.

Lots of goals in ABFA Second Division

The crowd came out to witness Second Division football.

Coolidge Cricket Facility continues rebrand

General Manager of the Coolidge Cricket 
Facility Nelly Yeates
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Meet national player Ki-
eron Richards.

Standing 6’1, 200 pounds 
meet Grenades midfielder 
Kieron Richards.

The national player was 
introduced to the sport at 
age 5 playing with Ottos 
Rangers coach by Tamo 
where he quickly developed 
a love for the game.

The graduate of the Jen-
nings Secondary School 
credits Ottos Rangers for 
his development as a play-
er. Richards has represent-
ed Rangers, Swetes,  Bassa, 
All Saints United, and Gre-
nades who presently lead 
the ABFA Premier Division.

The 25 year old dream to 
become a professional play-
er, a goal he believed can be 
attained by the end of the 
year. 

The defensive midfielder 
is confident his team will 
lift their first Premier league 
title this season.

His favorite player is Paul 
Pogba, who he labeled a 
complete midfielder.

Grenades presently on 31 
points two ahead of Hop-
pers on 29 has two rounds 
of matches left to complete 
their mission.

Football player profile 
- Kieron Richards

Kieron Richards


