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An important meeting was 

convened on Tuesday be-
tween members of the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Hotels and 
Tourist Association (ABH-
TA) and officials from the 
Ministry of Health, the An-
tigua Workers Unions and 
the Ministry of Tourism.

A release from the Min-
istry of Tourism said the 
meeting was convened to 
gain first-hand informa-
tion on the possible threats 
posed by COVID 19 on the 
tourism industry and proto-
cols that can be developed 
when dealing with a poten-
tial case.

The forum, held at the 
Antigua and Barbuda Hotel 
Training Institute (ABHTI), 
also provided an opportu-
nity for a condensed train-

ing session on cleaning and 
disinfecting presented by 
Ms. Janelle Williams of the 
Central Board of Health.

Minister of Tourism the 
Hon. Charles Fernandez 
outlined the priority areas 
for the government with re-
gards to the hotel sector.

“My team and I recent-
ly concluded a tour of the 
isolation facility at the Mar-
getson ward of the old Hol-
berton Hospital to ascertain 
the progress of work being 
done as well as its suitabil-
ity for the intended purpose 
and we are convinced that 
we are on the right track 
with regards to preparations 
there,” said Minister Fer-
nandez.

The tourism minister is 
recommending the estab-

lishment of a hotline to the 
Ministry of Health where 
hoteliers and other indus-
try partners can have 24 hr. 
access to pertinent informa-
tion and advice regarding 
guest issues as they arise 
concerning COVID 19.

CEO of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Tourism Authori-
ty, Colin James, stated that 
efforts are being placed to-
wards collaborating with 
the Ministry of Health to 
establish a questionnaire to 
be used by all tour opera-
tors and booking agents to 
ascertain the travel history 
and state of health of all po-
tential visitors to Antigua 
and Barbuda. This James 
reported should be complet-
ed by the end of the week.

Union representative, Da-
vid Massiah, who recently 
returned from a meeting in 
the UK relating to work-
ers issues that may arise in 
the threat of COVID 19 in 
the workplace, re-iterated 
the support of the union to 
resolve any employee/em-
ployer issues which may 
arise as a result of employ-
ee sick days, work schedule 
changes etc.

A channel of communi-
cation was opened between 
the hoteliers and Dr. Orita 
Zachariah which sought to 
enlighten on proper preven-
tative methods for contrac-
tion of the coronavirus as 
well as updates on the cur-
rent infection and mortality 
rate world-wide.

Hoteliers’ questions also 
centered on travel ban pro-
tocols for countries which 
have registered high infec-
tion rates as well as proce-
dures adopted locally for 
screening and testing visi-
tors. 

The Ministry of Health is 
the government lead agency 
for official updates and in-
formation regarding coro-
navirus protocols in Anti-
gua and Barbuda.

Government and hoteliers meet over virus
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Prime Minister Gaston 

Browne has welcomed 
Ambassador-Designate of 
Austria, Stefan Weidinger to 
Antigua and Barbuda. The 
courtesy call witnessed the 
Austrian Ambassador pre-
senting his credentials to the 
country’s leader as they both 
engaged in discussions that 
seek to deepen diplomatic 
relations between the two 
countries. 

Prime Minister Browne, 

in greeting the new Ambas-
sador, impressed upon him 
to be integral and present in 
the Antiguan and Barbudan 
community. “Please enjoy 
your stay here and we ex-
pect to see you very often 
especially when we have 
our ceremonies such as inde-
pendence. It may help to en-
hance the bilateral relations 
between both countries.” 
PM Browne stated. 

The high-level meeting in-

cluded discussions on issues 
such as climate change, De- 
risking, tourism manage-
ment, renewable energy, and 
further diplomatic relations. 

During the courtesy visit, 
PM Browne highlighted that 
the issue of De-Risking with-
in the European Union (EU) 
still hampers trade and bank-
ing for Antigua and the wid-
er region. “When they (the 
EU), take certain actions and 
place us on these sanction 
lists, you have correspond-
ing banks for example in 
Europe and the US that will 
act based on the information 
no matter how erroneous, 
and they take punitive action 
against us. They de-risk our 
banks and it becomes very 
difficult and certainly very 
expensive to facilitate trade 
with simple transactions,” 
PM Browne illustrated. 

The Prime Minister went 
on to explain how import-
ant it is to have the EU un-
derstand the effects of these 
punitive actions on the econ-
omy and livelihood of Small 
Island developing states. 

“We value your friend-
ship and we certainly value 
this relationship and we are 
asking you to assist us in 
the Council of the European 
Union to address the issues 
of De-risking and certainly 
the blacklisting that is affect-

ing us,” he emphasized. 
Throughout the diplomatic 

exchange, PM Browne reaf-
firmed his government’s full 
commitment to cooperating 
with the Austrian Govern-
ment and requested that the 
Ambassador consider the 
proposal in opening an Em-
bassy in Antigua and Barbu-
da. 

In response, the Austri-
an Ambassador thanked 
PM Browne for his warm 
welcome and stated that he 
fully understands the im-
portance of having a per-
manent representative in the 
English-speaking Caribbe-
an.  Ambassador Weidinger 
commented that “It would 
make sense to have a per-
manent representation in 
Antigua and I will certainly 
support this in presenting my 
results from this visit to my 
ministry.” 

The ambassador also 
assured Prime Minister 
Browne that he will commu-
nicate the discussion points 
to his ministry and looks 
forward to ways both coun-
tries can strengthen people to 
people exchange. 

Prime Minister Browne 
encouraged the visiting Am-
bassador to put together a 
working cooperation agree-
ment as a follow-up mecha-
nism.

WILL ANNEXED FORM P7 (b): 
Rule 15

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
(Probate)

In the Estate of JAMES VESTA FRANCIS aka JAMES THEODORE DREW 
FRANCIS aka JAMES THEODORE DREW late of Liberta, St. Paul’s, 

Antigua, Deceased
ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT

FIRST PUBLICATION

TAKE NOTICE that an application has been filed by JOAN FRANCIS formerly 
of Newgate Street, in the Parish of St. John’s, in the state of Antigua and 
Barbuda, presently residing in 668 East 225th Street, Bronx New York, in the 
United States of America for a Grant of Letters of Administration with Will 
Annexed of the above named deceased who died on 12th day of September, 
2014 without revoking a will bearing the date of 6th day of September, 
1999 wherein the Applicant is the sister and beneficiary of the estate. 
Any person having an objection to the grant of Letters of Administration with 
Will Annexed to the Applicant shall file an objection within fourteen (14) days 
of the publication of this Notice.
Dated this 27th day of February, 2020

JOAN FRANCIS
Filed by Peyton J. V. Knight of Peyton J. V. Knight & Associates, 
Attorneys-at-law whose address for service is Upper Newgate Street, P. O. Box 
131, St. John’s Antigua, and pknightlaw@g-mail.com and (268)-562-1653.  

WILL ANNEXED FORM P7 (b): 
Rule 15

THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN SUPREME COURT
IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA
(Probate)

In the Estate of JAMES VESTA FRANCIS aka JAMES THEODORE DREW 
FRANCIS aka JAMES THEODORE DREW late of Liberta, St. Paul’s, 

Antigua, Deceased

**********************************************************
ADVERTISEMENT OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT

FIRST PUBLICATION
**********************************************************

PEYTON J. V. KNIGHT & ASSOCIATES
SOLICIOTRS

PM welcomes Austrian diplomat
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There’s a hive of activities 

taking place at the former 
Holberton Hospital to pre-
pare the country for what is 
expected to be the arrival of 
the much-feared coronavi-
rus in the country.

Health Minister, Mol-
wyn Joseph, is projecting 
that within two weeks the 
preparations are expected 
to conclude that will make 
it possible for the country to 
arrive at a state of readiness 
for the disease.

“We have a two-week 
window to be in a position 

to declare that we are fully 
ready to take on the chal-
lenge. We currently have 

five rooms to be allocated 
to isolation. These are ready 
except for the equipment 
that is needed to treat very 
sick people. These pieces 
of equipment should arrive 
by the end of the week,” the 
minister reported.

One of the pieces of 
equipment that is needed is 
one that will keep the rooms 
what is called ‘negative 
pressure’. He explained that 
this will ensure that nothing 
leaves the rooms where sick 
people are housed.

In addition, twelve rooms 
are also being readied spe-
cifically to house people 
in quarantine. The minis-
ter added that a further six 
rooms will be completed by 
the end of next week. Work 
is also being carried out on 
an area to house the nursing 
staff that will care for the 
sick and/or quarantined.

“We are making arrange-
ments to complete an area to 
house the nurses. That too is 
expected to be ready by the 
end of next week,” the min-
ister further explained.

As work continues in 
these areas, the ministry is 
also focusing attention on 
preparing a laboratory that 
will be an integral feature of 
this facility. “The area des-
ignated for the lab is now 
being gutted and the chief 
chemist, Dr Christian, and I 
have visited the site for him 
to advise the architect of the 
best uses for the space,” Jo-
seph noted.

He announced that a 
team from the Pan Amer-
ican Health Organisation 
(PAHO) will be visiting the 

COVID-19 readiness in two weeks

cont’d on pg 6
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Antigua and Barbuda is committed 
to strengthening ties with the Europe-
an nation of Austria.

Those sentiments were expressed 
Tuesday when Foreign Affairs Min-
ister, E.P Chet Greene, met with the 
Austrian ambassador-designate to An-
tigua and Barbuda, Stefan Weidinger, 
during a courtesy call.

Greene used the opportunity to in-
vite the Austrian diplomat to convey 

to his government Antigua and Barbu-
da’s desire on the issue. Additionally, 
he is asking Austria to consider the 
possibility of opening an embassy in 
St. John’s. The minister said the gov-
ernment will gladly donate the lands 
upon which the embassy will be con-
structed.

Minister Greene noted that the gov-
ernment is interested in cooperating 
with Austria in the areas of tourism, 

diplomatic training, renewable energy, 
and disaster resilience/management

Antigua and Barbuda is also re-
viewing an offer by Austria to help 
with establishing an OECS office in 
Vienna.  Greene gave an undertaking 
to raise this matter with his Cabinet 
colleagues.

country shortly. Joseph said 
there was some talk about 
delaying the visit by a week 
so that the team will arrive 
in time to consult on the set-
ting up of the lab.

Meanwhile, the ministry 
of foreign affairs has issued 
an official statement on the 
COVID19 epidemic. “The 
Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda has issued a trav-
el advisory to all airlines 
to deny boarding to any 
foreign national (including 
passengers and crew) who 
has travelled to cities and 

towns in Italy which have 
been quarantined by the 
Government of Italy. 

“This is a direct result of 
the significant increase in the 
number of persons testing 
positive for the COVID-19 
virus in recent days. How-
ever, citizens of Antigua and 
Barbuda as well as resident 
diplomats will be allowed 
entry. All airlines are kind-
ly asked to provide advance 
passenger information of 
the scheduled arrival of citi-
zens in order to facilitate the 
necessary quarantine,” the 
statement said.

cont’d from pg 5

Austria, Antigua and 
Barbuda to strengthen ties
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Antigua and Barbuda sim-
ply does not have the fiscal 
capacity at present to pay 
public sector employees 
wages that are significantly 
higher than what they pres-
ently earn, says the one per-
son best positioned to know.

Renowned for being a 
straight shooter when it 
comes to truths, however in-
convenient, Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne says this in-
ability to pay higher wages 
remains for now an inescap-
able reality, regardless of 
whether industrial agitation 
is mounted to press such de-
mands – or even if a change 
of government is achieved.

The head of government, 
who is also this country’s 
Minister for Finance, was 
speaking last Saturday 
on Pointe FM’s Browne 
and Browne Show.

“We do recognize that sal-
aries and wages have not 
kept pace compared to, let’s 
say, the decade of the ‘70s 
and ‘80s,” he conceded.

“But, again, I want to sig-
nal to the people of Antigua 
and Barbuda that it’s not 
something we can fix over-
night; it’s not exclusive to 
Antigua and Barbuda. It is 
a problem, literally, in all 
countries of this hemisphere 
– and in other [parts of the 
world].

“Now, having said that, 
there has to be some lev-

el of forbearance, because 
there is no quick fix; and, 
if for example there was to 
be mass protest action here 
in Antigua – or any other 
country within the Carib-
bean – to demand a sub-
stantial increase in wages, 
where is this money going 
to come from? It cannot be 
sustained,” he stated.

He recalled that two years 
ago his government had 
granted public servants 
a 5-percent “interim in-
crease”, saying, “We will 
have to give an additional 
amount … and when we 
would have added that addi-
tional amount, it will far ex-
ceed what would have been 
offered in other Caribbean 
countries.”

Browne said he hoped 
that those who were “push-
ing for an increase” were at 
least “able to appreciate the 
extra efforts of [his] gov-
ernment”. Elaborating fur-
ther, he said: “It’s not that 
we have surpluses sitting on 
that we can give them in-
creases.”

He pointed out that this 
was exacerbated by the 
fact that Antigua and Bar-
buda had “the largest pub-
lic service per capita in the 
entire Caribbean”, and this 
seriously exacerbates the 
impact of granting large 
across-the-board wage in-
creases to so many people.

Big wage increases 
at odds with fiscal 

reality – PM Browne
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A new executive has been 
elected to manage the af-
fairs of the Antigua and 
Barbuda Scout Association 
following the organisa-
tion’s annual general meet-
ing last week.

The new executive is 
led by Chairman of the 
Council, Vinema Jarvis, 
Vice-Chairman of the 
Council, Cordel Josiah, 
Honorary Treasurer, Char-
relle Browne,  Honorary 
Secretary, Dr. Janil Go-
re-Francis, Leader Repre-
sentative, Leslie Scotland, 
Leader Representative, 
Kenny Richards, Leader 
Representative, Paget Ter-
ry, Lay Member (Public 
Relations Officer), R. An-
derson Edghill, Lay Mem-
ber Dean Ernest Flemming, 
Lay Member, Phillip Isaacs 

Sr., and Lay Member, Der-
rick Nicholas.

Three distinguished indi-
viduals continue to serve as 
Trustees to the Association. 

They are Dame Eusalyn 
Lewis, Dr. Hayden Thom-
as, and Clarence Pilgrim.   

The Governor General, 
Sir Rodney Williams serves 

as Chief Scout of the Asso-
ciation, with Patricia Salm-
on serving as Ex Officio 
Member in the capacity of 
Chief Commissioner.

The Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals 
Control Board (PTCCB) is from Mon-
day March 2 until Friday March 6, 
2020 observing Pesticides Awareness 
Week under the theme, ‘The Many 
Faces of Chemicals Management’.

The Board is a division of the Min-
istry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Bar-
buda Affairs. 

In her address marking the occasion, 
Minister Samantha Marshall noted that 
the Board, with the support of Cabi-
net, has established an Inspectorate 
that has commenced the inspection of 
chemical retailers. 

She said the goal of the initial in-
spection phase is to chart a path to-
wards full compliance with the Law. 

Punitive measures are not envi-
sioned within this initial phase of en-
forcement action, the Minister stated, 
but rather a collaborative and cooper-

ative approach toward sound manage-
ment of chemicals. 

Activities for the week include pro-
viding an understanding of the leg-
islation which governs the judicious 
use of pesticides and toxic chemicals 
in Antigua and Barbuda; highlighting 
the need for collaboration between the 
various regulatory agencies and the

commercial dealers and users of tox-
ic chemicals; emphasizing the need 
for commercial pest control operators 
and distributors to function within 
the scope of the Pesticides and Tox-
ic Chemicals legislation; establishing 
timelines for compliance and increas-
ing public awareness.

“Chemicals provide a means to man-
age or eradicate pests before they reach 
a level that pose an uncontrollable risk 
to human, animal, and environmental 
health,” the Minister observed. She 

said it was important to recognize that 
“chemicals are inherently toxic and 
should be managed throughout their 
lifecycle to safeguard the health of our 
communities and our environment.

“Mismanagement of chemicals, in-
clusive of poor regulatory practices,” 
Minister Marshall added, “increases 
the risk of potential negative effects 
and potential irreversible harm to hu-
mans and the ecosystem, as many of 
these chemicals may cause severe 
health impacts [including] but not 
limited to cancer, damage to the [re-
productive and] hormonal system and 
varied physical reactions.

She gave the assurance that the cur-
rent Gaston Browne administration is 
committed to ensuring that the PTC-
CB is provided with the necessary fi-
nancial and other resources to ensure 
compliance with the law.

Minister pledges resources for chemical safety

Scouts Association names new executive



PAGE 9

WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH 2020

Local News

Two young women who 
recently returned from suc-
cessfully completing Mas-
ters’ Degree studies in the 
United Kingdom through 
the Chevening Scholarship 
initiative, are encouraging 
other nationals to apply for 
the programme.

Since 1983, Chevening 
has brought over 50,000 ex-
ceptional professionals from 
over 160 countries around 
the world to study in the UK 
through scholarships and 
fellowships funded by the 
UK government.

At a reception held at 
Freedom Hall Tuesday night 
to celebrate their success-
ful completion of the pro-
gramme, the young wom-
en – Sasha-Gay Middleton 
and Trecia-Gaye Malcolm 
– both young women de-
scribed one of the highlights 
of their lives so far.

“It was a wonderful op-
portunity to study and live 
in the UK…it was a vigor-
ous programme, but would 
I trade it? Certainly Not! 
It was an incredible expe-
rience where sometimes I 
questioned myself, but in 
the end, it brought out im-
portant skills set in me,” 
Malcolm told the audience. 
She added that she now 
knows her strengths and 
weaknesses as she moves 
into another phase of life, 
the world of work.

For her part, Middleton 
said she was humbled to 
have been selected as one 

of 1,800 recipients of the 
scholarships from over 
65-thousand applicants. 
“The experience was in 
a word ‘unforgettable’. I 
went there with no friends 
and knowing no one, but I 
was able to interact with so 
many people from so many 
different countries that I 
have been able to forge 
friendships that will last for 
a long time,” she recalled.

Both women were espe-
cially thankful for the op-
portunities the scholarship 
offered for them to trav-
el widely. They traveled 
throughout Europe and even 
spent two weeks in Ugan-
da working with people 
there on the challenges they 
face in their developmental 
thrust.

British High Commission-
er representative, Lindsy 
Thompson described the 
Chevening Scholarship 
Programme as unique op-
portunity that has helped 
to elevate careers, trans-
form communities, shift and 
deepen perspectives, and 

build intercontinental bridg-
es.  “Its aim is to invest in 
the development of future 
leaders who will return to 
their homes to make major 
contributions in their fields 

towards their countries,” 
she declared.

The UK government of-
ficial noted that in Antigua 
and Barbuda Chevening 
scholars and alumni are ex-
ceptional.  “We have alumni 
who are leading the way in 
journalism, in the financial 
sector, in pathology, and 
have even served as a Prime 
Minister. There is no doubt 
that Antigua and Barbuda 
has benefited from the in-
vestment that has been made 
in our alumni’s learning, 
and from their subsequent 
efforts in their careers,” she 
added.

Scholarship winners recount 
‘wonderful’ experiences
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The Antigua Black Pineapple pro-

ducers training session was the last 
activity of the FAO’s Mission here in 
Antigua.

 A group of FAO Consultants have 
been meeting with various target 
groups to sensitize participants on GI 
as a tool for rural development and in-
tellectual property protection and ben-
efits for Antigua and Barbuda. 

The objective of Monday’s meeting 
was to get into the details of specifica-
tions in terms of what can be defined 
to build a Geographical Indication on 
the Antigua Black Pineapple.

Although overseas-based FAO Con-
sultant Catherine Teyssier thinks the 
Antigua Black has great prospect for 
becoming a GI, she thinks that the pro-
duction of the commodity needs to be 
strengthened.

“I think its high potential for the lo-
cal market because tourists in particu-
lar, they are looking for it, but we have 
some production issues as production 
today is really weak so there will be a 
need to support the producers,” Teys-
sier stated

In recent times, government is mov-
ing to bolster production of the local 
commodity with the Pineapple Expan-
sion Programme at Cades Bay.

FAO Consultant, Mr. Julius Ross 
noted that discussions at yesterday’s 
meeting highlighted some of the prob-

lems and challenges which farmers are 
facing and they also came with some 
useful suggestions which can help to 
determine the specifications of the 
product in order to arrive at a GI.

According to Ross, based on the dis-
cussions, it was clear that planting ma-
terial is one of the issues that they will 
have to look at with a view of giving 
very clear instructions.

A Pineapple taste test using local 
and imported pineapples was also 
conducted during yesterday’s meeting 
and based on the feedback, it was con-
cluded that the Antigua Black was the 
preferred choice.

 “The taste test that we did with the 
two pineapples; the imported one and 
the local one, was very interesting 
indeed and you can clearly see from 
the results that the Antigua Black is 
the preferred variety to the other one 
which was imported and although it 
was a small tasting, brought out the 

point of the quality of the Antigua 
Black Pineapple,” Ross said.

Ms. Ricki Camacho from the Anti-
gua and Barbuda Intellectual Property 
and Commerce Office, welcomed the 
meeting and said that she is looking 
forward to working with the farmers 
in making the progressive step with 
regards to Geographical Indications.

“I think today’s session regarding 
technical specifications is very import-
ant to bring all the farmers/producers, 
who are really the most important part 
of this whole process, together. I think 
that it will benefit all of us in the fu-
ture if we are able to work along with 
our farmers who really will make this 
whole process a success and really 
help us to define the Antigua Black 
with regards to technical specifica-
tions and I look forward to continually 
working with the farmers in hopes to 
one day registering the geographical 
indications that’s known as the Anti-
gua Black Pineapple.”

Francis Henry, A former director of 
agriculture who has been in farming 
basically all his life, also shared his 
views on the meeting.

“Well I think it’s an important step 
in the commercialization of the pine-
apple; getting to a trademark it’s an 
important aspect. We produce but 
other people can produce and get into 
our market; I think this would be an 
important facet to brand your produce 
and ensure that you can get the best 
price for it.”

FAO consultants meet with pineapple producers
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One hundred and forty-nine 
staff members, some of whom 
were supposed to spend their 
first day on the job on Mon-
day after leaving their former 
jobs, have been cut deepest 
by the abrupt closure of three 
upscaled restaurants.

With mounting bills, fami-
lies to support and children to 
feed, employees of Cin Cin 
by the Sea, Hugo’s Barbados 
and Primo Bar and Bistro, all 
members of Chaps Restau-
rants Limited are now fac-
ing an uncertain future about 
when and how severance will 
be paid to them.

The confused and frustrat-
ed former employees vented 
their frustration while attend-
ing a meeting at the compa-
ny’s Canewood, St. Michael 
offices around 4 p.m after be-
ing informed of the compa-
ny’s closure while preparing 
this morning for another day 
of work. Hours before, Chief 
Executive Officer Joanne 
Pooler explained the compa-
ny’s decision not to inform 
workers of the closure was 

to ensure they maintained the 
high quality of service ex-
pected of them. The workers 
still don’t know how much 
money they will be getting 
beyond last week’s pay.

“I just took on three guys 
who quit their jobs to come 
to Hugo’s last week. All last 
week they could have told us 
not to let these guys quit their 
jobs and come to Hugo’s. 
This is very unprofessional 
and this has hurt me to the 
core,” revealed an assistant 
manager at the Sand Street, 
Speightstown restaurant.

He explained that some of 
the company’s directors had 
not even been informed of the 
decision.

In a memo sent to staff and 
printed on the front of each 
restaurant, Pooler explained 
that the decision to close was 
based on declining revenues 
due to overall guest spend, 
increased government taxes 
and “unfair” duty-free tax 
concessions given to restau-
rants attached to hotels but 
not to standalone restaurants.

“It was six in the morning 
[on Monday]. I just woke up. 
How am I to tell all of my 
staff that they are out of a job 
and we hadn’t been informed 
formally. It’s just chaos… to-
tal chaos,” the assistant man-
ager told Barbados TODAY.

In the parking lot of the 

Canewood offices, a 25-year-
old man stood aimlessly in 
the parking lot. He told re-
porters he had just quit his 
job at KM2 Solutions as a 
Data Entry clerk and was ea-
ger to start work on Monday 
as a host at Hugo’s. “I am dis-
appointed, a little angry. I am 
pissed because I have other 
things that I have to do like 
paying rent, child support, 
and bills. I really don’t know 
what to say about that. I just 
have to wait and see,” he said.

Casey Collins, 33 also re-
signed from his previous 
job and officially started as 
a waiter just last week. He 
explained that he was the 
only employed person in his 
household and bills had been 
mounting. For other more 
longstanding employees, ru-
mors had been swirling for as 
long as two years. But such 
questions were often quelled 
by the CEO, they said. During 

Regional News
MONDAY 2ND MARCH 2020

Chaps Restaurants’ CEO Joanne Pooler

Confused and frustrated employees turned up for work on 
Monday

New employees caught in shock closure

cont’d on pg 13
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the day, Minister of Tourism 
Kerrie Symmonds blasted 
the company’s top brass for 
its treatment of workers as 
he walked out of a meeting at 
Cin Cin along with Ministry 
of Economic Affairs and In-
vestment Marsha Caddle.

At the time, Symmonds 
indicated that the develop-
ment caught the Barbados 
Government by surprise, but 
expressed hope that efforts 
would be made to minimise 
the dislocation caused as a 
result. “In all of this, I think 
it is important for us to un-
derstand that labour matters 
in this country and it leaves 
a bad taste in everybody’s 
mouth if you create a situa-
tion where there is no prior 

notice given and people just 
come to work to find out 
there is no job and that is 
the part that I will not accept 
because tourism cannot be 
about the investor only. It has 
to be about the people who 
are making it work on a day 
by day basis. “So we have 
made it very clear, even if we 
can come to some form of 
cooperation going forward, 
there has to be an understand-
ing that that type of approach 
to investment is not going to 
be acceptable in Barbados,” 
he said. Barbados TODAY 
understands workers were 
informed that the company 
needs 700,000 to pay sev-
erance and is contemplating 
filing for bankruptcy so it can 
liquidate its assets.

cont’d from pg 12
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Grenada 
Charter 

flight passengers 
refused entry

- Linda Straker

Health Minister Nickolas 
Steele said that Grenada 
did not allow travellers to 
disembark from a charter 
flight with Chinese busi-
nesspeople because two of 
the passengers were recent-
ly in China and Singapore. 
“Grenada still has a travel 
restriction in place for any-
one who travelled there and 
so we had to act according-
ly.”

Steele confirmed the 
plane which landed at Mau-
rice Bishop International 
Airport (MBIA) with 7 pas-
sengers didn’t come directly 
from China to Grenada, but 
stopped in the Cape Verde 
islands.

“We are also on high alert 
in Grenada and the rest of 
the region and that also re-
quired us to be provided 
with additional information 
about the passengers when 

submitting manifest re-
quirements, and what we re-
ceived guided us in making 
the decision to have them 
not disembark,” he added.

The flight with its passen-
gers continued to Barba-
dos which currently has no 
travel restrictions in place 
for Covid-19, but provides 
screening for high tempera-
ture and other symptoms of 
all arriving passengers.

This is the third charter 
flight with Chinese busi-
nesspeople to arrive in Gre-
nada since the coronavi-
rus became a global health 
concern. The passengers 
of the first two were al-
lowed to disembark because 
they were not considered a 
health risk. The first came 
from Beijing and the second 
from Panama. It is not clear 
if they are on China state 
business with state officials 
or private sector representa-
tives in the region.

Health Minister Nickolas Steele
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A former Miss Jamaica 
contestant, Tamara Sinclair, 
died last month, presumably 
from injuries she sustained 
when a Bronx woman and 
her friends reportedly beat 
her up after she refused to 
let her attacker into a bank 
lobby. As a result, a wom-
an, Reign Harney, is now 
facing murder and robbery 
charges in relation to the 
death of Sinclair, who was 
a nursing assistant. Har-
ney was arrested last week 
and arraigned in the Bronx 
Criminal Court last Friday. 
Reports are that Sinclair, 
44, was in a TD Bank ves-
tibule on White Plains Road 
near Pelham Parkway South 
on February 11, when Har-
ney banged on the glass 
door, demanding that Sin-
clair let her in. Sinclair re-
fused and later crossed the 
street to a Bank of Ameri-
ca location, where Harney 
and two friends reported-
ly attacked her. Police re-
sponded to the assault, but 
no report was filed. One of 

the women who is still at 
large, snatched Sinclair’s 
cell phone, pushed her 
to the ground and kicked 
her when she tried to fight 
back, prosecutors said. An-
other of the assailants took 
Sinclair’s wallet, gave it 
to Harney to rifle through, 
and kicked the victim down 
the bank vestibule steps, 
according to court papers. 
Sinclair filed a police report 
on February 17. Three days 
after that, she went to Mon-
tefiore Medical Centre com-
plaining of head and chest 
pains, police sources said. A 
doctor warned Sinclair that 
blood clots that developed 
from the beating could kill 
her, but her family said she 
feared a big hospital bill, so 
she went home. She subse-
quently died at home.

The NYPD is investi-
gating why no report was 
filed the day of the attack, 
and trying to apprehend the 
other two persons who were 
reportedly involved in the 
attack.

Former Miss 
Jamaica 

contestant dies 
after beating at 

ATM in New York
Forrmer Miss Jamaica contestant, Tamara Sinclair.
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Talks Appear To Falter As Carnival 

Threatens To Pull Vessels Over 
Coronavirus Protocols

Jamaica is at risk of losing 
at least three ship calls this 
week as a “stand-off” over 
protocols between the Min-
istry of Health and Wellness 
and Carnival Cruise Limit-
ed deepened last night, with 
the cruise line threatening 
to bypass the country if the 
Government failed to soft-
en its stance on safeguards 
against the deadly novel 
coronavirus, or COVID-19.

Up to last night (Monday 
night), ministry officials 
were locked in discussions 
with senior executives of 
the cruise line who warned 
of their intention if local 
authorities did not relent on 
the stringency of protocol 
demands.

Carnival’s hard-line po-
sition was triggered after 
one of its ships was initial-
ly denied landing privileges 
to Ocho Rios yesterday un-
til further information was 
provided. Passengers from 
nations on Jamaica’s ban 
list were not allowed to dis-
embark.

“It could be a stand-off 
the way it is now, but this 
is something that we have 
to hold true to,” Minister 
of Health and Wellness Dr 
Christopher Tufton told The 
Gleaner on Monday night in 
summing up the stalemate.

“The Carnival people are 
saying that they are going to 
be pulling their vessels from 

Jamaica. I think they have 
three due to come in this 
week. But they were mak-
ing some demands of us to 
give them guarantees, based 
on what they say they would 
do,” Tufton said.

With more than 3,000 
COVID-19 deaths and al-
most 90,000 infections 
globally, Jamaican govern-
ment officials drew a red 
line last week, preventing 
the MSC Meraviglia from 
docking in Ocho Rios.

Tufton said the cruise ves-
sel was denied access be-
cause it was in breach of the 
Quarantine Act, as authori-
ties did not file that they had 
health concerns on board. 
The Costa Luminosa was 
forced to await clearance 
last Friday and a limited 
number of persons on board 
disallowed from disembark-
ing.

The health and wellness 
minister said last night that 
the Government was un-
willing to exercise the flex-
ibility demanded by Carni-
val, insisting that the health 
risks to its population were 
paramount.

“Our position is that we 
can’t give those guarantees 
because there are certain 
procedures that are required 
for them to file, prior to the 
ship landing or within a cer-
tain time, and we require 
those as a matter of our pro-

tocols. They are now saying 
that we don’t have any pro-
tocols and they can’t come 
to Jamaica, so they are by-
passing Jamaica, and I think 
they may be doing it to St 
Lucia, too.

“My position is simple. 
We value the cruise indus-
try and the benefits that it 
brings in terms of the tour-
ists that come ... but at this 
point in time, the reality is 
that the health and safety 
of the Jamaican people and 
population in light of the 
coronavirus is an absolute 
priority.”

The Ocho Rios cruise ship 

schedule has four Carnival 
cruise vessels – Horizon, 
Sunrise, Vista, and Sensa-
tion – down to make a total 
of nine visits to Ocho Rios 
from March 3-31.

So far, Jamaica has record-
ed no cases of COVID-19, 
but health authorities are 
fearful given the rate of 
spread, with more than 30 
new countries impacted in 
the last week alone.

Speaking to The Gleaner 
last night, Michael Belna-
vis, chairman of the Nation-
al Cruise Council and may-
or of St Ann’s Bay, could 

Minister of Health and Wellness Dr Christopher Tufton

cont’d on pg 17
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not confirm if Carnival had decided 
to pull out of Ocho Rios, but said he 
would not be surprised of that devel-
opment given the heightened concern 
over coronavirus.

Belnavis said he had spoken with 
Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett 
earlier in the day but the topic of Car-
nival suspending calls to Ocho Rios 
had not arisen.

He said, however, that local officials 
must take steps to avoid the spread of 
COVID-19 to Jamaica’s shores – even 
if there is pushback from cruise lines.

“It’s up to the island to make them 
feel comfortable, and yes, we want the 
business, but at the same time, we have 
to think of our people and ensure that 
there are no situations where we en-
danger the population,” Belnavis said.

“It’s a lose-lose situation when you 
have a ship come and they (passen-
gers) can’t come off the ship. What is 

a win-win in that situation?”
Belnavis said if one person were to 

contract the novel coronavirus, it could 
damage the island’s tourist industry.

“It’s up to them (cruise lines) to in-
sist that they check and double-check 
and triple-check, to ensure that there 
are no issues there. No issue with their 
workers and no issue with the people 
coming in (passengers). None. Zero 
tolerance!” he insisted.

Meanwhile, president of the St Ann 
Chamber of Commerce and chairman 
of the JHTA Ocho Rios and Runaway 
Bay chapter, Vana Taylor, declined 
to comment, saying she was unaware 
of any decision by the cruise line to 
change its schedule.

Jamaica has imposed travel restric-
tions on nationals of five countries - 
China, Italy, South Korea, Singapore, 
and Iran.

Non-essential travel is discouraged 
and personnel at all airports and sea-

ports have been sensitised, the min-
istry said. Jamaica has developed the 
local capacity to test for the virus and 
set up several quarantine facilities. A 
COVID-19 Coordinating Task Force 
will be appointed this week.

People’s National Party President 
Dr Peter Phillips said on Sunday that 
his party was ready to be a part of a 
national response to the threat of coro-
navirus and possible economic fallout.

“We are prepared to help to manage 
the crisis if called upon by the Gov-
ernment. 

“We are willing to work in every area 
and guide the Government through the 
economic crisis, crime and the corona 
crisis,” Phillips said.

Speaking in Golden Spring at a po-
litical meeting, Phillips said that a 
PNP government would have moved 
months ago to set up a national task 
force and execute an emergency re-
sponse.

cont’d from pg 16
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Amazon removes 1 million products for 
misleading claims, price gouging amid 

coronavirus outbreak
Lawmakers are calling for online platforms to be held liable for counterfeits.

A man wearing a face mask holds a box of the American electronic commerce company Amazon in Central district, Hong 
Kong, Feb. 12, 2020. 

Amazon has removed 
more than 1 million prod-
ucts for misleading claims 
or price gouging amid the 
novel coronavirus outbreak, 
the company confirmed 
Tuesday. “There is no place 
for price gouging on Am-
azon,” a company spokes-
person told ABC News. 
“We are disappointed that 
bad actors are attempting 
to artificially raise prices on 
basic-need products during 
a global health crisis, and, 
in line with our longstand-
ing policy, have recently 
blocked or removed tens of 
thousands of offers.”

In addition to the tens of 
thousands of offers removed 
due to price gouging, the 
company also confirmed it 
recently blocked or removed 
more than 1 million prod-
ucts for suspect or mislead-

ing claims as the COVID-19 
outbreak fuels worldwide 
anxiety. The spokesperson 
added that Amazon “has 
always required sellers pro-
vide accurate information 
on product detail pages and 
we remove those that vio-
late our policies.”

The move comes after 
numerous media reports 
that the cost of face masks 
and hand sanitizers from 
third-party merchants was 
skyrocketing on the plat-
form, and as Amazon was 
inundated with offers for 
health products with suspect 
health claims.

Facebook similarly an-
nounced it was banning ads 
on its platform that guar-
antee a cure, create a sense 
of urgency or otherwise 
attempt to cash-in on the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

On Monday, a group of 
bipartisan lawmakers also 
proposed a new bill, dubbed 
the Shop Safe Act, which 
would hold e-commerce 
platforms accountable for 
counterfeit goods sold on 
their sites.

“Consumer lives are at 
risk because of dangerous 
counterfeit products that are 
flooding the online market-
place,” Rep. Doug Collins, 
R-Ga., said in a statement. 
“Congress must create ac-
countability to prevent these 
hazardous items from in-
filtrating the homes of mil-
lions of Americans. The 
SHOP SAFE Act would 
make families safer by re-
quiring online sellers to help 
prevent the sale of counter-
feit products to consumers.”

Hank Johnson, D-Ga., 
added that “counterfeit 

products pose significant 
threats to consumer health 
and safety and have dev-
astating impacts on busi-
nesses.” “Platforms must 
do their part in ensuring 
that their sellers are reliable 
and that their products are 
authentic,” Johnson said. 
“This legislation makes 
great strides in addressing 
the increasing problem of 
unsafe counterfeit prod-
ucts sold to unsuspecting 
consumers by encouraging 
platforms take steps that are 
reasonable, workable and 
necessary for keeping dan-
gerous counterfeits out of 
consumers’ hands.”

An Amazon spokesperson 
responded to the proposed 
legislation in a statement, 
saying that it “strictly pro-
hibits counterfeit” goods 
and has invested more than 
$400 million to fight fraud 
and counterfeit abuse on its 
site.

“This past January, we 
committed to reporting all 
confirmed counterfeiters 
to law enforcement to help 
them build stronger criminal 
cases that can hold counter-
feiters accountable,” the 
statement added. “We are 
actively fighting bad actors 
and protecting our store and 
we will continue to work 
with brands, government 
officials and law enforce-
ment.”
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25 dead in Tennessee as tornadoes wreak 
havoc on towns including Nashville

A state of emergency has been declared in Tennessee.
Twenty-five people have been killed 

after devastating tornadoes ripped 
through Nashville and other areas of 
Tennessee, flattening homes, tossing 
airplanes and downing power lines, 
according to the governor. The torna-
do in Nashville was just one of three to 
hit Tennessee early Tuesday. Nineteen 
people died in Putnam County, Ten-
nessee, officials said. Fatalities were 
also reported in Wilson, Davidson 
and Benton counties. People remained 
unaccounted for as of Tuesday after-
noon, particularly in Putnam County, 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee said.

A state of emergency has been de-
clared in Tennessee. Two of those 
killed were Michael Dolfini, 36, and 
Albree Sexton, 33, according to Nash-
ville police. About 47,000 are without 
power and dozens of building have col-
lapsed, officials said. Winds reached at 
least 155 mph -- EF-3 tornado level -- 
in Mount Juliet and Donelson.

Some Super Tuesday polling sta-
tions were impacted, officials said. Al-
ternative locations will be offered for 
voters. Tennessee Secretary of State 
Tre Hargett said residents can call 
the Division of Elections toll-free at 
1-877-850-4959. A judge ruled that all 
Tennessee polling stations will have to 
extend Super Tuesday hours, a Dem-
ocratic Party spokeswoman told The 
Associated Press. Nashville resident 
James Duncan said sirens started in 
the middle of the night before “howl-
ing” winds moved in.

“Things started hitting the window, 
and my girlfriend and I shot out of bed 
and darted for the bathroom. We could 
hear objects slamming against the 
building ... it was terrifying,” Duncan 
told ABC News. “They say tornadoes 
sound like a train ... they were not ly-
ing. The feeling in my head from the 

pressure was insane. I’ve never felt 
anything like it. We were shaking.”

“Then the power cut out and the 
noise started to fade,” he continued, 
but he smelled a gas leak and first re-
sponders quickly evacuated the apart-
ment to investigate the suspected leak.

“Downed power lines were every-
where,” Duncan added. “We had to 
walk roughly a mile through the de-
bris and wreckage ‘til we could get to 
a zone where a friend could pick us 
up. I was trying to reach out to friends 
in the area to see if they were OK. It 
was chaos. It felt like we were in a bad 
dream.” Jeremy Vaughn said he spot-
ted “the funnel cloud” and heard what 
sounded like a train. He told ABC 
News he ran down to the first floor of 
his apartment building, where he hud-
dled with his neighbors, who “were 
crying and screaming -- we didn’t 
know what was going on.” Outside, 
Vaughn added, it “looked like a war 
zone,” with the apartment building’s 
roof on the ground, the street littered 
with insulation and pieces of wood.

In hard-hit Mt. Juliet, 7-year-old 
Brock Maxwell was rescued by Mt. 
Juliet Fire chief Jamie Luffman in the 
aftermath of the twister. Brock’s fami-
ly took video of the moment Luffman 
carried him to safety across live wires 
in the middle of the night. The twist-
ers left planes decimated at the John 

C. Tune Airport in West Nashville. 
No one there was injured and crews 
from Nashville International Airport 
will help rebuild, said Doug Kreu-
len, Nashville International Airport 
president and CEO. President Donald 
Trump in a tweet pledged the federal 
government’s support. Trump said he 
will travel to Tennessee on Friday.

While the “damage is devastating,” 
residents are already stepping up to 
help their community, according to 
Nashville Mayor John Cooper. He 
said the website for Nashville volun-
teer organization Hands On Nashville 
has crashed three times from so many 
people trying to sign up to volunteer. 
More than 5,000 people signed up by 
Tuesday afternoon, he said. The dam-
age and power outages shuttered Nash-
ville schools Tuesday and Wednesday.

The mayor posted photos of himself 
assessing the severe damaging at one 
Nashville elementary school. Nash-
ville is the capital of country music 
and stars have spoken out in the wake 
of the destruction. Country music 
singer Maren Morris tweeted that “the 
tornado must have missed our block 
by an inch.” “I am so depleted look-
ing at the damage that has happened to 
our beautiful city. There are so many 
people in the streets helping already, 
though,” she said. “Thinking of those 
who lost their loved ones + homes.”

A man walks past storm debris following a deadly tornado, March 3, 2020, 
in Nashville, Tenn. A man walks past storm debris following a deadly tornado, 
March 3, 2020, in Nashville, Tenn.Mark Humphrey/AP
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Mike Tyson cries as he 
reveals he feels ‘empty’ after 

retiring from boxing

Tyson, a former heavyweight champion, said he is working on
 “the art of humbleness.”

By Janelle Griffith
Former heavyweight box-

ing champion Mike Tyson 
broke down in tears during 
a recent episode of his pod-
cast featuring Sugar Ray 

Leonard, saying he feels 
“empty.” During the epi-
sode of “Hotboxin’ with 
Mike Tyson,” he told Leon-
ard, “I know the art of fight-
ing, I know the art of war. 

That’s all I’ve ever studied. 
That’s why I’m so feared, 
that’s why they feared me 
when I was in the ring. I 
was an annihilator, that’s all 
I was born for.”

“Now those days are 
gone. It’s empty, I’m noth-
ing,” Tyson, 53, said.

He said he is working on 
“the art of humbleness.”

“That’s the reason why 
I’m crying, ‘cause I’m not 
that person no more. And I 
miss him.”

Tyson, who was disqual-
ified from a fight in 1997 
after he bit a chunk out of 
Evander Holyfield’s right 
ear, said he is fearful of his 
old self.

“’Cause sometimes I feel 
like a b----,” he said on his 
podcast. “Because I don’t 
want that person to come 
out ‘cause if he comes out, 
hell is coming with him.”

“And it’s not funny at 
all,” he said. “It’s not cool, 

like, I’m a tough guy. It’s 
just that I hate that guy. I’m 
scared of him.”

Tyson was convicted of 
rape in 1992 and served 
three years in prison. He re-
tired from boxing in 2005.
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Coronavirus: Student from Singapore 
hurt in Oxford Street attack

A student from Singapore 
has said he was beaten up 
by a group of men who told 
him: “I don’t want your 
coronavirus in my country.”

Jonathan Mok, 23, said he 
was walking down Oxford 
Street last Monday when he 
heard shouts of “coronavi-
rus”.

When he confronted the 
four men, he said, they 

launched a surprise attack 
that left him badly hurt.

The Met Police said it 
was treating the attack as 
“racially aggravated”. No 
arrests have been made.

University College Lon-
don student Mr Mok, who 
included pictures of his 
injuries in a widely shared 
Facebook post, said he was 
attacked at about 21:15 
GMT near to Tottenham 

Court Road station.
Describing the attack, he 

wrote: “All of a sudden, 
the first punch was swung 
at my face and took me by 
surprise.”

Mr Mok said his face was 
“exploding with blood” 
from the attack, which left 
him in “daze and shock”.

He said the coronavirus 
outbreak has been used 
by some as an excuse to 

“further hatred for people 
different from them”.

“I just think it’s a pity to 
have such experiences taint 
the image of this beautiful 
city with so many nice peo-
ple,” Mr Mok added.

Up to a fifth of the 
workforce may be off sick 
during the peak of a coro-
navirus epidemic in the 
UK, the government has 
said in its latest plans.

“I was attacked because of the colour of my skin”
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West Indies fast bowler Alzarri Jo-
seph has been in outstanding form re-
cently.

His father Alva Joseph appearing 
on the TIMEOUT program yesterday 
(Tuesday) said that he was very proud 
of the progress his son has been mak-
ing.

The former Antigua and Barbuda 
opening batsman says his son has a 
good heart and has been contributing 
to young cricketers around the island.

The tall lanky fast bowler has been 
instrumental in acquiring equipments 
for the Empire Nation Cricket team, 
and young cricketers look forward to 
his return, as he makes his business to 

assist them with gears.
Alva noted that, Alzari favorite form 

of the game is Test Cricket but he is 
looking forward to breaking into the 
T/20 set up.

The 23 year old fast bowler recent-
ly invested in a bowling machine, nets 
and other equipment with the vision of 
improving his game.

The former Empire opening batsman 
said he has been focusing recently on 
his 16 year old son Alzari Joseph who 
is an all rounder.

Joseph when asked about Leeward 

Islands Hurricanes says, he is disap-
pointed with their performance and 
believed the time has come to invest in 
young talent.

The former right handed batsman 
says more investment is needed in fa-
cilities to assist the young cricketers in 
their development. 

Alzari who arrived on island yes-
terday from Sri Lanka picked up 10 
wickets in the three One Day Interna-
tionals.

In the Ministry of Sports 
Under-19 two day compe-
tition Antigua State College 
rolled over Ottos Compre-
hensive Secondary School 
at Rising Sun.

Batting first ASC amassed 
245 for 8 from 40 overs.  
Grayson Cuffy led the way 
with 53, while Demari Ben-
ta and Arantes Crump made 
44 and 39 respectively.

Xaveek Topping picked 
up 3 for 64 and Francis 
Bowen 2 for 22.

OCS was rattled out for 
only 48 with Jaylen Francis 
grabbing 4 for 14 off 6 overs 
and Demari Benta 2 for 3 in 

2 overs.
Batting a second time they 

were bundled out for 30 all 
out.

Jaylen Francis 4 for 2 off 
5.5 overs and Demari Benta 
2 for 8 off 7 overs.

Antigua State College 
victorious by an innings and 
168 runs.

Sports News
State College top OCS in School cricket

Cricket profile: Alzarri Joseph

West Indies fast bowler Alzarri Joseph’s 
father Alva Joseph



N. Starci  Watkins, Cool 
and Smooth Empire cap-
tain, started playing foot-
ball at the tender age of 8. 
He was introduced to the 
sport by former national 
players Micah Samuel and 

Fernando Abraham. 
He joined the Empire 

youth program at age 11 
and has been with the Club 
since.

The team from Gray’s 
Farm was relegated two 
years ago which saw a ma-
jor movement of players 
away from the club, but 
Starci remained assuming 
a leadership role.

When asked about his fu-
ture plans with the club he 
said to gain promotion this 
year and win silverwares.

His favorite player com-
ing up was Empire former 
player and president Len-
nie Quashi.

Watkins says he is confi-
dent with a few additions 
the young team can be 
successful if elevated this 
season.

Empire presently top Di-
vision one with 39 points 
and five games remaining.

The midfielder who has 
seven goals to date this 
season believes three wins 
in the five remaining games 
will see his team back in 
the big yard next season.
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