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The Antigua and Barbu-
da Bus Association has an-
nounced some bold moves 
to ensure that benefit funds 
are definitively set aside 
and actually paid to Associ-
ation members in times of 
misfortune, or upon arrival 
of their twilight years.

Association president 
Keithroy Black and PRO 
Earl Waldron were guests 
on Point FM’s Browne and 
Browne Show last Satur-
day, 22nd February.

They said for the past 20 
years, at least, Association 
members have paid an esti-
mated $8 million to the An-
tigua and Barbuda Trans-
port Board (ABTB) for use 
of the West Bus Station.

They said this money was 
made up from fees of $5 
per day, six days a week, or 
$30 weekly, paid by each 
bus using the facilities.

For some reason, which 
the executive members say 
they have not been able 

to fathom, the payments 
were never collected from 
East Bus Station users, but 
they are hoping this can be 
changed going forward and 
equity brought into the sys-
tem across the board.

Black and Waldron 
lamented that of this $8 
million collected by the 
ABTB, “Not a dime has 
ever been paid to mem-
bers.”

The Bus Association’s 
constitution, they said, 
calls for the establishment 
of a fund, as of 2003, from 
which members could ben-

efit in case of accident or 
other unforeseen occur-
rence.

This, having never been 
done to date, the Associ-
ation wants the Transport 
Board to put something in 
place for the benefit of bus 
drivers.

Major consultations be-
tween the Association and 
the ABTB have taken place 
recently at the Sir Vivi-
an Richards Stadium, re-
sulting in Bus Association 
members voting to approve 
an increase of the daily fee 
from $5 to $8.

The aim is for the extra 
$3 per ticket to be placed 
into a provident fund of 
sorts for Bus Association 
Members who – by reason 
of age or incapacity – are 
no longer able to earn their 
living plying this trade.

It is also hoped that some 
measure of death benefits 
can be paid out of this fund 
to the survivors of bus op-
erators who pass away. 

According to Black and 
Waldron, relatives of the 
deceased members often 
call the Association to in-
quire if any financial assis-
tance or benefits are avail-
able and, sadly, have to be 
answered in the negative.

President Keithroy Black 
also noted that the Bus 
Association is in need of 
its own office, adequately 
equipped and staffed. He is 
hoping that accumulation 
of the extra money will be 
able to provide for this in 
the near future.

Bus Association wants 
benefit fund for members

Single Caribbean approach to virus
Tourism officials have made a 

strong case for a standardised Ca-
ribbean approach to dealing with 
outbreaks of infectious diseases that 
may affect people arriving in the re-
gion aboard cruise ships.

President of the Antigua and Bar-
buda Cruise Tourism Association, 
Nathan Dundas, said the region 
should implement the protocols that 
were put in place back in 2009, when 
there was the SARS virus outbreak. 
His comments come as both local and 

regional officials in both government 
and the private sector discuss ap-
proaches to the current coronavirus 
(Covid 19) outbreak.

“We need to have all the countries 
of the region adopting one common 
approach to this virus or any future 
outbreaks. Back in 2009, we met 
with all the chief medical officers 
from across the Caribbean and came 
up with a set of procedures on how 
the region as a whole would respond 
to an outbreak,” he stated.

He made reference to the cruise 
ship – Aida Perla, which was turned 
away from at least two Caribbe-
an ports, St Vincent and the Grena-
dines and Antigua and Barbuda. He 
explained that much of the problem 
surrounding that issue had to do with 
poor communications between the 
ship and local officials. For example, 
he noted that the number of people 
who were reported to have been ill 
aboard the ship kept fluctuating leav-

cont’d on pg 4
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Prime Minister Gaston 
Browne has announced that 
his government will support 
the bid of Baroness Patricia 
Scotland to seek a second 
term as Secretary General 
of the Commonwealth.

Last week Prime Minis-
ter Browne told reporters 
in Barbados, following the 
CARICOM Heads Meeting, 
that CARICOM has given 
their full-throated endorse-
ment to Scotland’s second 
bid.

“With the support of all 
of CARICOM and I believe 
that we had unanimity in 
the decision to support her 
and with the African states 
that we understand are also 
supporting her along with a 
number of states in Asia, we 
are pretty sure that she will 
have the majority support 
when we deal with this is-
sue in Kigali in June of this 

year. 
“So in terms of probabili-

ty, I believe that she would 
more than likely maintain 
her position as the secretary 
general of the Common-
wealth,” noted Prime Min-
ister Browne.

During a recent meeting 
in St. John’s with Baroness 
Scotland, she assured Prime 
Minister Browne that she 
will continue to work assid-
uously in the interest of the 
54 countries of the Com-

monwealth.  
She said that she has been 

honoured to serve the Com-
monwealth and is looking 
forward to continue the 
work started four years ago.  

“It was pleasurable to see 
that hard work that we have 
all been doing and engaged 
in to be applauded and ap-
preciated by CARICOM, 
even though you don’t do 
things for applause and ap-
preciation,” she recently 
told reporters in Barbados.

“Baroness Scotland is and 
has been the candidate pro-
posed by Dominica, Anti-
gua and Belize and I wish I 
was there because Barbados 
would have been one of the 
proposers too, let me state 
that for the record. 

“We are happy with the 
work that she has done for 
the countries of the region. 
We are happy with the work 
she has done for countries in 
the Pacific and Africa. 

“We believe that every 
other Commonwealth Sec-
retary General, has per-
formed perhaps not as much, 
had the benefit of a second 
term,” said Prime Minister 
Mia Mottley of Barbados 
following the CARICOM 
Meeting last week, during 
which Prime Minister 
Browne gave his support for 
Baroness Scotland’s second 
term in Office.

Antigua and Barbuda 
supports Baroness Scotland

ing officials with little choice but to 
take the actions that they did.

“Are we saying that in one island, 
32 passengers showing symptoms of 
(respiratory illness) is too much in 
one island, and 8 is too much in an-
other?” he asked rhetorically.

Former secretary general of the Ca-
ribbean Tourism Organisation, Hugh 
Riley, agreed with Dundas said the 
cruise ships themselves should be 
aware of the protocols that are in 
place around the world. 

He believes that if there’s an is-
sue in one part of the world, then it 
would be quite easy for the Caribbe-

an to adopt some of these procedures 
to protect their citizens and visitors 
alike.

However, he feels that while each 
Caribbean state should exercise its 
own sovereignty, there’s an argument 
to be made for closer collaboration 
among these countries towards a 
common approach.

According to Riley, the region is 
often seen as one tourist destination 
and not as individual territories so 
that should one island experience an 
outbreak of a virus such as Covid 19, 
then the entire region will be viewed 
as being infected.

“It is in the interest of the region for 

the countries to work together so that 
there is one set of standards that are 
used across the board,” he declared.

Meanwhile, Vice Chairman of the 
Antigua and Barbuda Hotels and 
Tourist Association, Alex Debrito, 
said his organization has held meet-
ings with the prime minister as well 
as the tourism minister to find out 
what steps the government is taking 
to deal with a possible outbreak.

Additionally, he said individual 
properties are conducting training 
sessions amongst their staff on what 
to do to avoid getting infected with 
the virus should a guest develop 
symptoms of the virus.

cont’d from pg 3
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Senator Eustace “Teco” 
Lake, the former elected 
MP and Government Minis-
ter – who was forced out of 
running in the March 2018 
general elections due to kid-
ney failure requiring dialysis 
– says his recovery has been 
nothing short of remarkable 
since he became the recipi-
ent of a kidney transplant in 
2017.

Lake’s entered Parliament 
in 2009 as a fresh face when 
he wrested the St. John’s 
Rural South seat, relegating 
then UPP Minister Winston 
Williams to a single term.

But with his Antigua La-
bour Party failing to capture 
the government that year, 
Teco had to wait another five 
years before the Baldwin 
Spencer administration was 
unseated in a 14-3 landslide 
that included him comfort-
ably retaining the constitu-
ency.

He was handed the influ-
ential Ministry of Public 
Works and appeared to be 
sailing smoothly when, after 
three years in government, 
debilitating illness struck 
that was later revealed to be 
kidney failure.

The prognosis initially 
looked bleak, until Lake’s 
girlfriend at the time - in 
extraordinary act altruism - 
donated one of her kidneys, 
which was successfully 
transplanted, literally yank-
ing him from the danger 
zone of dialysis and possible 

death.
During Pointe FM’s pop-

ular Browne and Browne 
Show on Saturday 22 Febru-
ary, Lake spoke to the host 
about life since his almost 
miraculous change of for-
tune and health turnaround.

Lake disclosed that his kid-
neys were damaged by years 
of untreated high blood pres-
sure (hypertension), which, 
at the time of his 2017 crisis, 
had peaked to 220/120.

He said his partner had of-
fered to donate the kidney 
without flinching, without 
him even asking, but for 
which he is eternally grate-
ful.

He said his progress has 
been so good that his fol-
low-up checks have now 
moved from monthly tests 
of his kidney function and 
energy levels to much longer 
intervals.

He disclosed that unlike 
the norm of kidney patients 

sleeping a lot – with his 
doctor recommending four 

hours of daytime sleep for 
him – he has been able to 
function continuously for 
12 hours and more without 
nodding off for a single mo-
ment.

Asked whether this seem-
ing endurance did not come 
with some perils, Lake re-
plied: “At this point I’m fine 
and my doctor is fine with it. 
I am fine with it; it does not 
affect me in any way. I go to 
sleep at night and wake up in 
the morning.”

Lake stated, “Things have 
come a long way; praise and 
thanks to the Almighty.

Senator Eustace Lake lauds 
recovery from health ordeal

Senator Eustace “Teco” Lake
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Prime Minister Gaston Browne and 
His Excellency Mohammed Sultan 
AL Qadi, Chairman of Commercial 
Bank International (CBI) PSC of 
Dubai, along with several other board 
members of the bank, held success-
ful meeting on the recommencement 
of the Calalloo Cay Project located at 
Morris Bay, Old Road village, Anti-
gua.

The project which was started by 
Sheik Tariq has now been replaced 
by the bank and will be completed in 
partnership with the government of 
Antigua and Barbuda.

Prime Minister Browne, who is 
currently in Dubai for a series of en-
gagements, says that his government 
welcomes this partnership and looks 
forward to the completion of the proj-
ect.

While in Dubai, Prime Minister 
Browne opened the Economic Office 
of Antigua and Barbuda and met with 
the Board of the CBI and visited the 
site of Expo2020.  The country’s lead-
er also held meetings with the Invest-
ment Corporation of Dubai at the One 
& Only Resort.

Today Monday, Prime Minister 

Browne will continue a series of busi-
ness meetings to include a meeting 
with His Excellency Tariq Al Gurg, 
who is the Chief Executive Officer 
of Dubai Cares, an organization that 
is dedicated towards providing chil-
dren of developing countries with 
access to quality primary education.  
He will also meet with His Excellen-
cy Mohammed Ibrahim Al Shaibane, 
Director General of the Ruler’s Court, 
Government of Dubai, a prime gov-
ernment body of the Emirate of Dubai.

Prime Minister Browne returns to 
the nation on Wednesday. 

As a local UAE bank, Commercial 
Bank International (CBI) has been 
helping leading companies and am-
bitious people of the UAE manage 
their business and personal financ-
es with confidence since 1991. This 
confidence comes from its financial 
strength and stability, supported by its 
investment grade rating from Fitch, a 
globally recognized, independent rat-
ing agency.

New funding for Callaloo Cay
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Less than a year since it 
opened its doors for full 
operations, the Five Is-
lands Campus of  the Uni-
versity of the West Indies 
will soon have its own 
Guild of Students, the rec-
ognized student govern-
ment on campus.

One major step in this 
direction happened when 
the University Finance and 
General Purposes Com-
mittee (UF&GPC) recently 
approved the Constitution 
of the Guild of Students. 

“The Guild Council is 
the recognised means of 
communication between 
students as a body, and the 
authorities of the Univer-
sity, with Guild Council 
members serving on ma-
jor Campus and Univer-
sity Bodies,” Public Re-
lations Representative on 
the Guild,” Chaneil Imhoff 
disclosed. 

She said the Five Is-
lands Guild Constitution 
was drafted by Level Two 
student, Ezekiel Francois, 
who acts as the Vice Pres-
ident of the Guild Com-
mittee alongside Caleb 
Gardiner, President of the 
Committee, Chaneil Im-
hoff, Public Relations Rep-
resentative, Anasha Malo-
ney, Committee Secretary, 
Michael Mitchell, Com-
mittee Treasurer, D’Jorné 
Davis, Danitrea Merchant 
and Kareena Thomas with 
the guidance of Daniella 
Hickling, interim Director 
of Administration and Fi-
nance. 

“With the approval of 

the Constitution, the stu-
dent body will now have 
the power to elect a Guild 
of Students Council that 
will represent their rights, 
interests and concerns 
throughout their university 
life,” she added.

Positions being con-
tested are The President, 
Vice-President (Head of 
ICC Committee, Guild 
Secretary, Guild Treasur-
er, The Unions Committee 
Chairperson, The Games 
Committee Chairperson, 
The Publications Commit-
tee Chairperson, National 
and International Affairs 
Chairperson, Representa-
tives of Schools, The Re-
turning Officer, The Guild 
Librarian, The Public Re-
lations Officer, The Events 
Officer,  Post-Graduate 
Representative and any 
other officer deemed nec-
essary by the Guild from 
time to time. 

To facilitate the elec-
tions, Ms. Kayah Ward, 

2019/2020 top Matricu-
lant has been appointed as 
Guild Returning Officer 

and will oversee the histor-
ic election process which 
is constitutionally due be-
tween the 1st and 31st of 
March each year. 

On May 27, 2019, the 
University Finance and 
General Purposes Commit-
tee (UF&GPC) approved 
the establishment of Five 
Islands Campus as The 
UWI’s 5th Campus and its 
4th landed Campus, locat-
ed in Antigua and Barbuda.

Vice-Chancellor Profes-
sor Sir Hilary Beckles made 
the official announcement 
at a media conference host-
ed on Wednesday, June 26, 
2019 at The UWI Regional 
Headquarters in Jamaica.

Local News
Five Island campus to formalise Guild

L-R Chaneil Imhoff, D'Jorné Davis, Danitrea Merchant, Ezekiel 
Francois, Daniella Hickling, Caleb Gardiner, Anasha Maloney
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CIBC First Caribbean 
presented Mount St. John’s 
Medical Centre (MS-
JMC) and Breast Friends 
with a check for $60-thou-
sand for funds raised at the 
banks 2019 annual CIBC 
First Caribbean Walk for 
the Cure.

The proceeds will 
be shared evenly be-
tween the two organi-
zations ($30-thousand 
each) and will aid cancer 
education, detection, treat-
ment and support programs 
offered to the community.

 “There is nothing 
more powerful than when 

people collectively care 
– and this donation is 
the manifestation of that; 
people caring about each 
other,” said Salma Crump, 
MSJMC Head of Marketing 
& Communications.

Crump said both MSJMC 
and Breast Friends are ex-
tremely grateful for the 
bank’s longtime support of 
the hospital and they are de-
lighted to receive this gift. 

“We are proud to have an 
organization care so much 
about what we do. 

“The donations we have 
received from the bank 
over the years have touched 

many lives and with our 
continued partnership they 
will impact countless more 

through the work we will be 
able to do in the Oncology 
Department,” she stated.

Local News

Big donation to fight breast cancer

There’s a need for a comprehensive 
analysis of wages paid to workers in 
Antigua and Barbuda…especially of 
wages for people in the private sec-
tor.

That’s the view of government sen-
ator, Aziza Lake, who noted that the 
minimum wage that is paid in Anti-
gua and Barbuda, already among the 
highest in the OECS, must not be 
viewed in isolation.

“The minimum wage should be 
looked at together with the cost of 
living and the rate of inflation. There 
should also be dialogue not only 
within government but amongst the 
private sector, NGOs and commu-
nity-based organizations,” she sug-
gested.

Lake disclosed that the Ministry 
of Social Transformation in its 2020 
Business plan, indicated that there 
was a plan to enact the National So-
cial Protection Bill through a repeal 
of the Poor Relief Act of 1961. 

According to the plan, its goal is 
“to provide the Government of An-

tigua and Barbuda with the appro-
priate, supportive, legal framework 
to improve integration of social 
protection policies and programmes 
germane to current and future needs 
of the poor and most vulnerable in 
society.”  

In addition, the Ministry will also 
establish the National Integrated 
Beneficiaries Registry with support 

from the European Union (EU) as 
well as conduct the second Country 
Poverty Assessment (CPA) which 
will help to properly gauge the pov-
erty level in Antigua & Barbuda.

Senator Lake highlighted that the 
minimum wage as detailed by sta-
tistics posted by the Social Securi-
ty Board shows that workers in the 
private sector take home less money 
on average than those in the public 
sector. 

“Therefore,” she stated, “some 
analysis needs to be eventually made 
with respect to the mobility of sala-
ries and wages in the last ten years in 
the private sector.”

Lake queried whether wages across 
the board remained stagnant even 
though cost of living has increased. 
Noting that there’s a view that the 
private sector is risk averse and seen 
as stagnant in certain areas she won-
dered if the private sector has ever 
looked closely at current wages to 
determine where adjustments may 
be made.

Evaluate private sector wages

Senator Aziza Lake
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Six members of parlia-
ment (MPs) from both sides 
of the political divide could 
soon face legal charges for 
breaches of Jamaica’s an-
ti-corruption laws. Case 
files for all six lawmakers 
have already been referred 
to Director of Corruption 
Prosecution (DCP) at the 
Integrity Commission, Kei-
sha Prince, for action, Sun-
day Gleaner sources have 
revealed. The commission 
is the body established to 
police Jamaica’s anti-cor-
ruption laws. The parlia-
mentarians have allegedly 
been found to be in breach 
of the Integrity Commission 
Act, which requires them to 
file annual declarations of 
their income, assets and li-
abilities.

Local integrity officials 
said the politicians are in 
violation of the law, having 

been recalcitrant in furnish-
ing the anti-corruption over-
sight body with information 
that they have been mandat-
ed to provide under the two-
year-old legislation.

No further details were 
provided to The Sunday 
Gleaner on the alleged 
breaches. However, chair-
man of the Integrity Com-
mission, retired Justice Sey-
mour Panton, was at pains 
on Friday to address swirl-
ing reports that the com-
mission’s director of inves-
tigations, David Grey, had 
recommended that a very 
senior government official 
be arrested and charged for 
failing to comply with the 
law.

CONCERNS ABOUT 
ASSET The proposed 
charge, according to mul-
tiple sources, stems from 
the continued failure by the 

top-ranking official to pro-
vide the commission with 
information requested about 
the acquisition of an asset 
that was included in his 
2017 statutory declaration 
of income and liabilities.

But since then, the sourc-
es said, the recommendation 
has been sitting before the 
commission with no action. 
“Nobody wants to touch it,” 
one source insisted.

However, Grey could not 
be reached for comment, 
and when pressed on the is-
sue, Panton denied that the 
top investigator at the com-
mission had made a recom-
mendation to higher-ups at 
the oversight body from at 
least June last year for the 
matter to be prosecuted.

In fact, the chairman said 
the only matter referred to 
the DCP in recent times was 
in relation to the six par-
liamentarians who did not 
comply with the law in re-
lation to their statutory dec-
larations.

“I thought that whatever it 
was that went to the director 
of investigations last year 
was settled. The fact that 
nothing came back to us, I 
thought it was a dead mat-
ter,” Panton stressed.

“It was never raised with 
us. The commissioners have 
not made any decision on 
that particular matter.”

FAILING TO PROVIDE 

INFORMATION
But according to Sunday 

Gleaner sources, the se-
nior official’s 2017 decla-
ration first raised red flags 
for members of the previ-
ous Integrity Commission, 
which is one of three legacy 
agencies subsumed under 
the new commission.

One source insisted that 
the old commission con-
cluded, after conducting a 
verification exercise, that 
the high-level government 
official was in breach of the 
law for failing to provide all 
the information requested.

Since the establishment of 
the current commission, the 
source said, a second “in-
vestigation” was conducted. 
“Meaning, the reverification 
was done … and in June last 
year the recommendation 
was to charge [name redact-
ed].” Parliamentarians are 
required by law to furnish to 
the commission a statutory 
declaration of their assets, 
liabilities and income as at 
the date of their election or 
appointment, and thereafter 
by December 31 each year.

The 2017 annual report 
of the Integrity Commis-
sion had revealed that five 
current and three former 
parliamentarians’ statutory 
declarations that were sub-
mitted to the oversight body 
did not receive the all-clear 
signal from the agency.

Jamaica: Legal Charges Expected For 
High-Level Politicians … 

Six MPs Could Face Courts For Breaching Anti-Corruption Law … 
Recommendations Made For Very Senior Government Official To Be Arrested And Charged

Jamaica Gleaner
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The European Union (EU) 
and the Caribbean Develop-
ment Bank (CDB) (on 14 
February 2020)

launched the new round 
of a EUR8.7 million pro-
gramme designed to make 
Caribbean businesses bet-
ter equipped to access new 
trade opportunities. The 
programme – the CARI-
FORUM-European Union 
Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) and the 
CARICOM Single Mar-
ket and Economy (CSME) 
Standby Facility for Ca-
pacity Building – will be 
financed by the 11th Euro-
pean Development Fund 
(EDF) and administered 
by CDB. Speaking at the 
launch in St John’s, Anti-
gua and Barbuda’s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Immigration, the Hon-
ourable E.P. Chet Greene, 
welcomed the Standby Fa-
cility, noting that “as small 
developing States, there is a 
need for us to become more 
economically resilient.” “I 
take pleasure in congratu-
lating the EU for providing 
these resources … aimed at 

addressing our trade-related 
challenges and constraints,” 
added Minister Greene.

Through this programme, 
CDB will select and fund 
projects to build capacity 
in the public and private 
sectors so that Caribbe-
an businesses can take full 
advantage of the EPA and 
CSME agreements, and 
trade successfully in the 
EU and throughout CAR-
IFORUM. CDB Director, 
Projects, Daniel Best said 
the programme aligned with 
the Bank’s ongoing work to 
improve trade facilitation in 
the Region.

“These funds have the 
potential to facilitate sig-
nificant progress in improv-
ing intra-regional trade and 
making it easier for our pri-
vate sector, especially MS-
MEs, to access international 
markets,” he emphasised.

Trade Policy Manager 
with the EU Delegation, 
Adam Wisniewski, ac-
knowledged that “many 
have asked questions about 
the effectiveness of the EPA 
signed more than 10 years 
ago and the real pace of the 

CSME implementation.” 
He continued that the pro-
gramme was designed to 
help the Region overcome 
some of the challenges that 
have slowed full imple-
mentation of the EPA and 
CSME, including strength-
ening capacity, legislative 
drafting and support of the 
CSME focal points.

“These Standby Facili-
ties are designed to address 
some of these challenges. 
[They] were created out of 
a need for a flexible and 
rapid mechanism to pro-
vide capacity building to 
CARICOM and CARI-
FORUM Member States,” 
stated Wisniewski. Deputy 
Programme Manager at the 
CARIFORUM Directorate, 
Karen Dhani-Coonjah high-
lighted

the opportunities ahead if 
the Region could overcome 
these challenges through 
programmes such as the 
Standby Facility, stating:

“It is well recognised and 
documented that the key to 
unlocking the trade potential 
between CARIFORUM and 
the EU will be a sustained 

effort to improve trade fa-
cilitation at the national

level.” This is the second 
iteration of the programme 
managed by the Bank, 
which oversaw the previous 
facility between 2012 and 
2018 under the 10th EDF 
and which funded nearly 30

projects in the agriculture, 
food processing and manu-
facturing industries, among 
others. Projects under the 
previous facility included 
one to support the accredi-
tation of the Belize Citrus 
Growers Association Lab-
oratory and another to im-
prove the Bureau of Stan-
dards of Jamaica Packaging 
Laboratory.

EU, CDB Launch Standby Facility 
for Capacity Building (CDB Press Release)
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Unlike its predecessor, 
this new travel document 
is of international standard 
and is in compliance with 
Doc 9303 of the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organ-
isation (ICAO), an agency 
of the United Nations (UN) 
responsible for providing 
guidance on the issuance 
of Machine Readable Trav-
el Documents (MRTDs). A 
highlight of the security fea-
tures of the new Electronic 
Laissez-Passer includes the 
following:

• Iridescent ink: Ink 
containing semi-opaque 

pigments that become visi-
ble/invisible depending on 
the angle of view as well as 

the light.
• Letterpress printing: 

A printing technique that 
creates a recessed image, 
pressed into the substrate 
by, for example, a stamp or 
punch. Letterpress printing 
may be recognised by the 
sharp edge surrounding the 
image (the bead) and a pos-
sible relief on the other side 
of the substrate.

• Collated: A text or 
image that has been applied 
to the substrate at succes-
sive positions. Together, 
they form a complete image 
or give the appearance of 
movement.

• Duotone watermark: 
An image and/or text creat-
ed during the paper-produc-
tion process by varying the 
density of the paper. This 
type of watermark consists 
of lighter and darker sec-
tions (positive and nega-
tive).

• Contactless chip: 
Located in the back cover 

that meets ICAO specifica-
tions. The use of the new 
OECS Electronic Lais-
sez-Passer ensures that 
staff and representatives of 
OECS Institutions and Or-
gans on official travel duties 
are afforded the relevant 
privileges and immunities 
as granted under the Re-
vised Treaty of Basseterre. 

The new OECS Electron-
ic Laissez-Passer will there-
fore ease the movement of 
staff and officials of OECS 
Institutions and Organs 
through regional and inter-
national borders. 

OECS Director Gener-
al, Dr. Didacus Jules, wel-
comed the introduction of 
the new official travel doc-
ument noting that “the new 
machine-readable Lais-
sez-Passer is in keeping 
with the standards set for 
international organisations 
and I look forward to the 
full roll-out in the coming 
months.”

New Machine-Readable OECS Electronic 
Laissez-Passer for Officials of OECS Institutions

The Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) Commission has begun the issuance of its new Electronic 
Laissez-Passer. The new OECS Electronic Laissez-Passer replaces the previous travel document utilised by staff 
and representatives of OECS Institutions and Organs on official travel missions.
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Regional News

(CMC) — The Trump administra-
tion has listed five Caribbean countries 
among 84 worldwide that are eligible 
for H-2A and H-2B visa programmes 
that allow US employers to bring for-
eign nationals to the US to fill tempo-
rary agricultural and nonagricultural 
jobs. US Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) and the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), in con-
sultation with the Department of State 
(DOS), said the five Caribbean coun-
tries are eligible to participate in the 
programmes in 2020. The Caribbean 
countries are Barbados, Dominican 
Republic, Grenada, Jamaica and St 
Vincent and the Grenadines. 

But USCIS said while the Domini-
can Republic is eligible to participate 
in the H-2A programme, it is not eli-
gible to participate in the H-2B pro-
gramme.

For 2020, USCIS said the DHS has 

determined, with the concurrence of 
the Office of the Secretary of State, 
that the countries designated as eligi-
ble in 2019 will remain unchanged.

“DHS maintains its authority to add 
countries to the eligible countries list 
at any time, and to remove any coun-
try whenever DHS and DOS deter-
mine that a country fails to meet the 
requirements for continued designa-
tion,” said USCIS in a statement.

It said examples of factors that could 
result in the exclusion of a country 
or the removal of a country from the 
list include fraud, abuse, denial rates, 
overstay rates, human trafficking con-
cerns, and other forms of noncompli-
ance with the terms and conditions of 
the H-2 visa programmes by nationals 
of that country.

Typically, USCIS said it approves 
H-2A and H-2B petitions only for 
nationals of countries that the DHS 

secretary has designated as eligible to 
participate in the programmes. 

However, USCIS said it may ap-
prove H-2A and H-2B petitions, in-
cluding those that were pending as of 
the date of the Federal Register no-
tice, for nationals of countries not on 
the list on a case-by-case basis “only 
if doing so is determined to be in the 
interest of the United States”.

USCIS said the list does not affect 
the status of H-2 beneficiaries who 
currently are in the United States, 
“unless they apply to extend their sta-
tus”. 

It also said that the list does apply to 
nonimmigrants changing status in the 
United States to H-2A or B. 

“Each country’s designation is val-
id, subject to removal for failure to 
meet the requirements for continued 
designation, from January 19, 2020, 
until January 18, 2021,” USCIS said.

Five Caribbean countries 
eligible for United States 

H-2A and H-2B visa programmes
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Saudi officials have ordered the ar-
rest of a female rapper who appeared 
in a music video for her song Bint 
Mecca, or Girl from Mecca, stating 
that it is offensive to the customs and 
traditions of the holy city.

In the video, a Saudi woman iden-
tified as Ayasel Slay raps about her 
pride in being from Mecca, home to 
the holiest site in Islam, the Kaaba.

The video was uploaded to Ayasel’s 
YouTube channel - which has since 
been removed - last week and featured 
her rapping in a cafe with a group of 
smiling children as her backup danc-
ers.

“A Mecca girl is all you need/Don’t 
upset her, she will hurt you,” sang 
Ayasel, describing how a woman from 

Mecca exceeded all other Saudi wom-
en in beauty and strength.

“With her, you can complete the Sun-
na [get married]/Your life with her will 
become Paradise,” she asserts proudly.
On Thursday, Mecca regional authori-
ties said in a Tweet that the governor 
had issued orders that Ayasel and the 
video production team be prosecuted.

“Prince Khalid bin Faisal of Mec-
ca has ordered the arrest of those 
responsible for the Bint Mecca rap 
song, which offends the customs and 
traditions of the people of Mecca and 
contradicts the identity and traditions 
of its esteemed population,” the tweet 
said.

Social media storm
The song has attracted strong reac-

tions from social media, with racial 
undertones used in the hashtag #You_
Are_Not_Mecca’s_Girls directed at 

Mecca governor orders arrest of 
Saudi female rapper

Ayasel Slay

cont’d on pg 15
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Ayasel’s African origins. 
“Enough of this depravity,” one user 

said, referring to the video. “I hope the 
punishment for this African woman 
will be imprisonment then deporting 
her back to her country.”

“Immediate deportation is the an-
swer, in addition to holding every for-
eigner who claims to be from Mecca 
accountable,” one user said.

“Including all Somalis living here,” 
another replied in agreement.

Others spoke out against these com-
ments.

“If anything needs to be deported, 
it is your racism, your arrogance, and 
your deep reverence for yourselves,” 
one Twitter user retorted.

“The singer is young and has maybe 
realised her mistake, as Mecca is a holy 
place and has revered status,” Twitter 
user Nouf al-Qahtani said. “But don’t 
let your comments fall to racist levels 

... racism is a disease in society.”
“[Some] Saudis are saying that the 

singer is black and can’t be from Mec-
ca, as if Mecca is known for its blond-
haired and blue-eyed women,” another 
social user commented sarcastically.

Comments also pointed out what 
they said was hypocrisy and double 
standards on the part of Saudi authori-
ties and their reaction to the rap video.

“What a contrasting situation ... [the 
government] invites singers and danc-
ers to the country and no one object-
ed but this girl did this song and now 
everyone is against her?” social media 
user Sultan al-Hamedi asked.

It is not the first time a Saudi female 
rapper has released a video. In June 
2018, a rapper by the name of Leesa A 
dropped a video where she celebrated 
the country’s lifting of a ban that pro-
hibited women from driving. The vid-
eo went viral but, unlike Asayel Slay’s 

song, was well received.
Saudi Arabia hsa in recent years 

implemented a series of social and 
economic reforms, championed by 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
(MBS), including giving women the 
right to drive and opening up the con-
servative kingdom for entertainment 
and tourism.

The reforms have, however, been 
accompanied by a deepening crack-
down on government critics, including 
the detention of high-profile wom-
en’s rights activists including Lou-
jain al-Halthloul, and the murder of 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi 
agents at country’s consulate in Istan-
bul in 2018.

Amnesty International has described 
Saudi Arabia’s human rights record as 
“abysmal”, adding the nation is in the 
“grip of a sweeping crackdown against 
critics of the government”.

LONDON — The U.S. 
government and WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange 
will face off Monday in 
a high-security London 
courthouse, a decade af-
ter WikiLeaks infuriated 
American officials by pub-
lishing a trove of classified 
military documents.

A judge at Woolwich 
Crown Court will begin 
hearing arguments from 
lawyers for U.S. authori-
ties, who want to try As-
sange on espionage charges 
that carry a maximum sen-
tence of 175 years in pris-
on.

The extradition hearing 
follows years of subter-
fuge, diplomatic dispute 
and legal drama that have 
led the 48-year-old Aus-

tralian from fame as an 
international secret-spiller 
through self-imposed exile 
inside the Ecuadorean Em-
bassy in London to incar-

ceration in a maximum-se-
curity British prison.

Assange has been indict-
ed in the U.S. on 18 charges 

U.S. prosecutors to lay out 
case against Julian Assange at 

extradition hearing

By The Associated Press

cont’d on pg 16
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over the publication of classified doc-
uments. Prosecutors say he conspired 
with U.S. army intelligence analyst 
Chelsea Manning to hack into a Pen-
tagon computer and release hundreds 
of thousands of secret diplomatic ca-
bles and military files on the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

U.S. authorities say WikiLeaks’ 
activities put American lives in dan-
ger. Assange argues he was acting as 
a journalist entitled to First Amend-
ment protection, and says the leaked 
documents exposed U.S. military 
wrongdoing. Among the files pub-
lished by WikiLeaks was video of 
a 2007 Apache helicopter attack by 
American forces in Baghdad that 
killed 11 people, including two Reu-
ters journalists.

Journalism organizations and civil 
liberties groups including Amnesty 
International and Reporters With-
out Borders say the charges against 
Assange set a chilling precedent for 
freedom of the press.

“What we have is an assault on 
journalism,” left-wing Greek law-
maker Yanis Varoufakis said at an 
Assange support march in London on 
Saturday. “The only charge against 
Julian, hiding behind the nonsense of 
espionage, is a charge of journalism.”

Assange’s legal saga began in 2010, 
when he was arrested in London at 
the request of Sweden, which wanted 
to question him about allegations of 
rape and sexual assault made by two 
women. He refused to go to Stock-
holm, saying he feared extradition or 

illegal rendition to the United States 
or the U.S. prison camp at Guantana-
mo Bay, Cuba.

In 2012, Assange sought refuge in-
side the Ecuadorean Embassy, where 
he was beyond the reach of U.K. and 
Swedish authorities.

For seven years Assange led an 
isolated and increasingly surreal ex-
istence in the tiny embassy, which 
occupies an apartment in an upscale 
block near the ritzy Harrod’s depart-
ment store. Confined to the building, 
he occasionally emerged onto a small 
balcony to address supporters, and re-
ceived visits from celebrity allies in-
cluding Lady Gaga and “Baywatch” 
actress Pamela Anderson.

The relationship between Assange 
and his hosts eventually soured, and 
he was evicted in April 2019. British 
police immediately arrested him for 
jumping bail in 2012.

Assange’s legal team insists the 
American case against him is politi-
cally motivated. His lawyers say they 
will present evidence that the Aus-
tralian was offered a pardon by the 
Trump administration if he agreed to 
say Russia wasn’t involved in leak-
ing Democratic National Commit-
tee emails that were published by 
WikiLeaks during the 2016 U.S. elec-
tion campaign.

Assange’s lawyers say the offer was 
made in August 2017 by then-Repub-
lican Congressman Dana Rohrabach-
er, who claimed to be acting on behalf 
of President Donald Trump.

The White House has called the 

claim “a complete fabrication and a 
total lie.” Rohrabacher acknowledg-
es discussing the Democrat leak with 
Assange, but denies offering a pardon 
from the president.

An end to the saga could still be 
years away. After a week of open-
ing arguments, the extradition case is 
due to break until May, when the two 
sides will lay out their evidence. The 
judge is not expected to rule until sev-
eral months after that, with the losing 
side likely to appeal.

If the courts approve extradition, 
the British government will have the 
final say.

The case comes at delicate time for 
trans-Atlantic relations. The U.K. has 
left the European Union and is keen 
to strike a trade deal with the U.S.
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Iran has reported eight 
deaths and 43 infections from 
the new coronavirus, prompt-
ing neighbouring states to cut 
travel links with Tehran amid 
concerns authorities failed to 
respond fast enough to the 
rapidly-spreading epidemic.

Turkey, Pakistan, Afghan-
istan and Armenia closed 
their land borders with Iran 
on Sunday as officials in Teh-
ran reported three new deaths 
and 15 new cases in one day.

Since the infection, official-
ly known as COVID-19, was 
first detected in the Iranian 
city of Qom on Wednesday, 
there has been a sharp in-
crease in cases in the country 
while Lebanon and the Unit-

ed Arab Emirates (UAE) said 
people travelling from Iran 
had tested positive for the 
pathogen upon entering their 
territories. The death toll in 
Iran is the highest number re-
ported outside China, the epi-
centre of the outbreak, where 
the virus has claimed more 
than 2,400 lives and infected 
over 77,000 people.

As the virus spread in Iran, 
authorities closed down 
schools and cancelled art and 
film events in a bid to stem 
the outbreak. They also des-
ignated at least 230 hospitals 
across the country to treat in-
fections. But some medical 
staff are expressing concern 
over what they called a lack 

of adequate equipment at 
hospitals, while some mem-
bers of the public accused 
the government of failing 
to take adequate preventive 
measures. A senior official 
from the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO), meanwhile, 
expressed concern crippling 
sanctions imposed by the 
United States as part of a 
“maximum pressure” cam-
paign could affect Iran’s abil-
ity to deal with the epidemic.

A nurse in the city of Rasht 
in Gilan said there was a lack 
of equipment at hospitals in 
the northern province, where 
four cases of the infection 
have been recorded. 

“We are [at] the forefront 

of dealing with people who 
are suspected of being infect-
ed. But we do not have the 
standard protective clothes 
or masks. We’ve been given 
the gowns that are used in op-
eration rooms, we know that 
it is not effective. We also do 
not have the necessary disin-
fectant and sanitizer liquids.” 
Meanwhile, a physician in 
Tehran, also speaking on the 
condition of anonymity, said: 
“They [authorities] are not 
prepared to tackle the disease 
at all. Even hospitals are not 
well-equipped.” Fahimeh, 
a civil servant in Tehran, 
echoed the sentiment, saying 
she feared for her 42-year-
old husband, who suffered a 
heart attack two years ago.

“I’m concerned about my 
husband, because I am not 
sure whether hospitals are 
really prepared to provide re-
quired services to patients,” 
said the 32-year-old, who pre-
ferred to give one name, not-
ing the warning by the WHO 
the infection posed risks to 
elderly patients or those who 
have underlying conditions 
such as heart disease and di-
abetes. “I am not happy with 
the government response, be-
cause they are not well-pre-
pared even though they knew 
the coronavirus could come 
to Iran. For example, the 
health ministry keeps saying 
that there’s no shortage of 

Neighbours close borders with 
Iran as virus concerns rise

Medical staff worry hospitals are not equipped to handle outbreak while 
others say authorities failed to act swiftly.

by Maysam Bizaer

cont’d on pg 18
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masks and hand-sterilising gels. But, on 
the ground it’s not like this,” she said, 
noting how pharmacies in the city were 
facing a shortage of masks and hand 
sanitizers.

In the hard-hit city of Qom, an import-
ant Shia religious city, a journalist said 
one sign of health officials not being pre-
pared for a potential outbreak was how 
they only “conducted diagnosis tests 
only after deaths happened”.

The situation in Qom, where 26 infec-
tions and several deaths have been re-
corded, “will get worse”, he said.

Some also questioned why authorities 
were slow to cut air links with China, 
one of Iran’s closest trading partners. 
Tehran suspended flights to Beijing on 
February 3, four days after WHO de-
clared the outbreak that emerged in the 
central Chinese city of Wuhan a global 
health emergency. 

Ali Fathollah-Nejad, a visiting fellow 
at the Brookings Doha Centre, said the 
outbreak has further eroded the Irani-
an public’s trust in the government, as 
it comes amid widespread dissatisfac-
tion over perceived mismanagement 
at a time of a worsening economy, as 
well as anger at the Iranian authorities’ 
heavy-handed crackdowns on dissent 
including a bloody crackdown on peo-
ple protesting a rise in fuel prices in No-
vember. “There is concern that Iranian 

authorities delayed informing the public 
of the outbreak, similar to the actions of 
the Chinese government,” he said, refer-
ring to anger in China after it emerged 
that authorities there had been aware of a 
deadly new viral outbreak in late Decem-
ber but only began taking precautionary 
measures weeks later, in late January. 
Fathollah-Nejad added: “It deepens the 
feeling [in Iran] that the government 
failed to take the precautions necessary 
to protect the health and the lives of the 
people. Because of Iran’s need to keep 
its contacts with China intact, they kept 
up flights and other links to China, while 
other countries were more careful.”

But Iranian authorities have defended 
their conduct, with government spokes-
man Ali Rabiei saying on Friday that the 
health ministry has acted “honestly and 
transparently” in handling the outbreak. 

Health Minister Saeed Namaki told 
the semi-official ISNA news agency that 
the government has “acted honourably 
in preventing the epidemic of infectious 
diseases”. “

The latest such example is our col-
leagues’ management in dealing with 
countrywide floods in March last year 
when no pandemic broke out,” he said, 
referring to measures to deal with water-
borne diseases in the wake of unprece-
dented and deadly flooding that hit 25 
out of 31 provinces in Iran in March last 
year. 

Peyman Saberian, head of Tehran’s 
emergency services, told PANA news 
agency on Wednesday the capital was 
ready for an outbreak. “We have no 
shortage of clothing and equipment,” he 
said. “The most important thing is for 
people to take care of their own health 
and personal hygiene.”

Dr Abdinasir Abubakar from WHO’s 
Regional Office for the Eastern Medi-
terranean also expressed confidence in 
Iran’s ability to handle an outbreak.

“Iran has one of the best healthcare 
systems in the region and they have the 
capacity to handle the outbreak,” he told 
Al Jazeera on Sunday. However, he said 
US sanctions could hurt Tehran’s ability 
to respond to the crisis.

“The embargo may have impacted 
[the] overall economy and Iran may not 
[be] able buy [the] technology required 
to produce essential equipments and 
medicine. However, Iran is one of the 
countries in the region with adequate 
preparedness and capacities for such 
outbreaks.”

Download Pointe FM App

cont’d from pg 17
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New citizenship law protests 
in India ahead of Trump’s visit
Police have used tear gas to 

disperse large crowds protesting a 
new citizenship law in India’s cap-
ital New Delhi just a day before US 
President Donald Trump begins a 
two-day visit of the country.

In the latest eruption of violence at 
protests on Sunday, hundreds of peo-
ple supporting the new law clashed 
with those opposing it, with the two 
groups pelting each other with stones 
in the Maujpur area in the northeast-
ern part of the city, according to tele-
vision footage. 

On Sunday, a separate protest also 
erupted in the northern Indian city 
of Aligarh, where protesters threw 
stones at the police, state administra-
tion official Chandra Bhushan Singh 
said. India’s Citizenship Amend-
ment Act, which eases the path for 
non-Muslims from neighbouring 
Muslim-majority nations to gain 
citizenship, has triggered weeks of 
sometimes violent protests against 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government. 

The law is seen by opponents as 
discriminating against Muslims and 

has deepened concerns that Modi’s 
administration is undermining In-
dia’s secular traditions. 

Trump is expected to raise the is-
sue of religious freedom in the coun-
try with Modi. The US president left 
for India on Sunday, predicting that 
“many millions” will greet him on a 
lightning visit with Modi. 

“I look forward to being with the 
people of India,” Trump said as he 
left the White House on his first trip 
to India. 

“We’re going to have many mil-
lions and millions of people,” he 
said. “I hear it’s going to be a big 
event, some people say the biggest 
event they ever had in India. That’s 
what the prime minister told me.” 

Ahead of the India trip, which will 
see him and his wife Melania visit 
the Taj Mahal and attend a rally with 
Modi in the world’s largest cricket 
stadium, he has repeatedly mused on 
the “millions” he expects to turn out. 

Enormous crowds are guaranteed 
during the one-night trip, given 
Modi’s own prowess at staging me-
ga-rallies.
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Kittitian Golfer Adrian 
Norford summoned the lion 
in him as he came roaring 
back to claim his maiden 
Antigua Open Golf Title 
at the Cedar Valley Golf 
Course on Sunday.

Down four shots heading 
to the back nine during Sun-
day’s grand finale, Norford 
began to roar loudly and his 
main rivals, Dion Massiah 
and Marlon George began 
to crumble.

The 35 year old took the 
lead after number 11, and 
from then on it was smooth 
sailing for the hard hitting 
and powerfully built Kitti-
tian as he came home with 
a 73 for a two day total of 
143. For his successful ef-
forts, Norford took home 
the overall replica trophy, 
the championship flight 
trophy, bottles of rum, per-
fume, golf apparel and an 
umbrella. Massiah, who 
ended the tournament with 
144 finished as the runner up 
while George finished third. 
In the ladies division, it was 
another first time winner as 
Sabiena Winston excelled 
over her rivals to claim her 
inaugural crown.

She had a tally of 169, to 
edge her nearest rival, Ser-
afina Nicholas by a single 
stroke. Kris Karmajian was 
declared the ladies over-
all net winner. Victory as 
well for Dwayne Hill, Leon 

“Kuma” Rodney, Canice 
Louis and Ceri Mort.

Hill took the men’s A 
flight, Rodney was the vic-
tor in the B division, Louis 
had the better of his rivals in 
the seniors category while 
Mort prevailed in the super 
seniors section.

Victory as well for Rick 
Solsberg, who walked away 
with the super seniors Net 
trophy over Hilroy Hum-
phreys, Leroy “Jawanza” 
Daley took the seniors 
equivalent and Eugene 
“Kasseba” Silcott captured 
the A Flight’s Net prize.

But the biggest Net winner 
of the day was the People’s 
favorite, Anderson “New-
man” Wynter who secured 
the double, winning the B 
flight and overall net prizes.

Thanks to his two day tal-
ly of 138, He will have a 
free pass to play in the Roy-
al Marriott St Kitts Open 
over the Whit weekend.

The junior winner was 
Keion James.

Sponsorship for the annu-
al event came from the West 
Indies Oil Company, H&G 
Paints, Cool and Smooth, 
Flo’s Perfumes Plus, Hawk-
eye Security, Horizons Food 
Ltd, Frank Wall and Snick-
ers Candy, Walter Heav-
en and Goddard Catering 
Group.

Over sixty golfers took 
part in the championship...

Kittians Win 
Antigua Open
2020
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Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
selection panel named the 
14 member squad Saturday 
for the upcoming T/20 in-
ternational series against Sri 
Lanka.

Andre Russell and Oshane 
Thomas have been recalled 

to the squad.
Russell, 31 is a two time 

ICC T/20 World Cup win-
ner. He has successfully 
completed the CWI return 
to play assessment pro-
gramme under the supervi-
sion of CWI medical team 

in his native Jamaica.
The powerfully built all 

rounder has so far played 47 
T/20s for the West Indies.

Thomas, who turned 23 
last week, is selected after 
making a full recovery from 
a car accident in Jamaica 

recently.
The squad is led by 

Captain Kieron Pollard, 
Fabien Allen, Dwayne 
Bravo, Sheldon Cotterell, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Shai 
Hope, Brandon King and 
Nicolas Pooran.

Also included are Rovman 
Powell, Andre Russell, 
Lendl Simmons, Oshane 
Thomas, Hayden Walsh Jr., 
and Kesrick Williams.

The two T/20s will be 
played at the Pallakele In-
ternational Stadium in Kan-
dy on Wednesday, March 4 
and Friday, March 6. First 
ball 9:30am Eastern Carib-
bean time.

Sports News

The technical center was 
booming with excitement 
last Friday with Cutting 
Edge slicing Wadadli Unit-
ed 2-0.

On target was Denica 
Samuel in the 20 before 
Marlena Lesnioski closed 
the door in the 38 minute 
with a lovely finish.

The featured game saw 

Fort Road and Trendsetters 
play to a one-all draw.

Nicola Stewart gave 
Trendsetters the lead 

before Fort Road equalized 
in the 30 minute with a 
neat finish from Kitanya 
Hughes. 

West Indies avoided up-
set against Thailand before 
winning by seven wickets 
Saturday at the WACA in 
Perth.

Thailand on their Global 
debut at the Women’s T/20 
World Cup managed only 
78 for 9 in their 20 overs.

Koncharoenkai led the 
way with 33 while Stepha-
nie Taylor picked up 3 for 
13.

In response the Caribbean 
ladies survived a mini-
collapse that saw them fall 
to 27 for 3.

Taylor and Campbelle re-
stored order to the innings 
with 26 and 25 not out.

West Indies next outing is 
Wednesday against Pakistan 
after Thailand face England 
in Canberra.

Cool and Smooth Empire continued their 
fine form this season with a comfortable 
4-2 win over bottom of the table West 
Ham at the Antigua Recreation Ground on 
Saturday.

Rakeem Beauty Joseph the leading mar-
kasman in the division with 15 strikes 
from 12 games dominated the attack with 
a hattrick.

The USVI International netted in the 33, 

44, 75 minutes after teammate the talented 
Jayvaughn Pope Joseph open the scoring 
in the 8 minute with a right foot shot just 
outside the 18 year box.

West Ham improved in the second half 
with a goal from Junto Jeffery after a Rati-
jah Hulk Davis own goal.

Empire move to 36 points from 16 outing 
behind league leaders Sap who lead the 
division with 37 points from 17 games.

Cutting Edge slice Wadadli 
United in women’s football

West Indies name T/20 squad

WI women 
avoid upset

Empire beat West Ham 4-2



MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2020

Editor : Everton Barnes, Published by Pointville Communications, Lower North Street, St. John’s, Antigua Tel:-1-
268-562 4989, Editor: editor@pointville.ag 
Advertisement: sales@pointville.ag, Reporting: news@pointville.ag

In the Premier Division on Sunday 
the action kicked off in-front of 3500 
spectators with Grenades continuing 
their poor form over the last two 
weeks with a boring goalless draw 
against Pigotts Bullets. 

Both teams lacked creativity, pen-
etration and suffered from the blis-
tering sun which saw the officials 
giving a 10 minute break in the first 
half. 

Grenades remain top of the league 
with 27 points

In the second game Parham 
continued their recent rich form with 
a 2-1 win over Five Islands.

On target for Parham was Daryan 
James in the 12th and 35th minute.

National player Quinton Griffith 
scored a well placed penalty in the 41 
minute for Five Islands who failed to 
convert on a number of occasions in 
the second half.

The featured game arrived between 
defending champions Liberta Black-
hawks and Old Road.

But the evening belongs to the men 
from South who looked sharpe early 
led by Raheem Deterville who struck 
in the 4 and 90. Jamoy Stevens add-
ed one in the 28 minute.

Malique Martin scored the lone 
goal for Liberta.

Meanwhile over the weekend at 
the ARG Swetes narrowly defeated 
All Saints United 1-nil Saturday.

Akeem Weekes found the back of 
the net early in the 13 minute, but 
would be disappointed after wasting 
a number of chances in the first half.

All Saints United lacked 
penetration as they continue to show 
a need for a good striker a problem 
they failed to address in the transfer 
window.

In the second game of the evening 
Cool and Smooth Hoppers destroyed 
Rangers 5-nil.

Hoppers accumulated their goals 
in the 37, 67, 63, and a 91 minute 
own goal via Terry Roberts.

Hoppers now move to 26 points 
one point behind league leaders 
Grenades on 27.

Grenades draw; Parham 
beat Five Islands 2-1


