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A 125-foot yacht anchored at Nel-
son’s Dockyard was partially dam-
aged by a fire Thursday afternoon 
that is believed to have been caused 
by an electrical problem.

The All Saints Fire Station re-
ceived a call about the distressed 
yacht at 3:42 pm and immediately 
rushed to the scene where they were 

able to contain the fire thus saving 
the multimillion dollar yacht.

Reports are that the electrical pan-
el was destroyed as the fire spread 
to the engine room and guest areas. 
The entire cabin was smoke-filled 
and the smoke damage is said to be 
extensive.

However, the quick action by the 

firemen is believed to have saved the 
vessel from being destroyed by the 
fire.

The owner of the yacht is report-
ed to be in Germany, but three crew 
members were living aboard the ves-
sel at the time.

Although it is believed that the fire 
originated in the electrical panel, 
Fire Chief Elvis Weaver said an in-
vestigation will take place nonethe-
less to determine the precise cause.

Meanwhile, St John’s firemen 
rushed to Bendals Thursday after-
noon to put out a bush fire. No indi-
vidual was hurt or property damaged 
by this bush fire.

Total fire calls for the year for all 
four fire stations – St John’s, All 
saints, Johnson’s Point and Coolidge 
– stand at 44.

The police are investigat-
ing an armed robbery that 
happened at a superette on 
Wilkinson Cross Street in 
the Point Area on Monday 
night.

The police have con-
firmed that they are current-
ly investigating the incident 
where a masked man en-
tered the superettte, assault-
ed the owner and demand-
ed money. After the money 
was handed over to him, 
the masked man ran outside 
into a waiting vehicle with 
two men sitting inside. They 
made a quick getaway.

Police spokesman said an 
active investigation is un-

derway to bring the perpe-
trators to justice. 

He is asking anyone with 
information that may help 

the police solve the crime to 
come forward.

Yacht fire at dockyard

Police Roundup
Armed robbery at superette
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Newly appointed Com-
missioner of Police, Atlee 
Rodney, said his dedication 
to duty will not change now 
that he has been confirmed 
in the post.

Commissioner Rodney 
explained that he has been 
a police officer for over 38 
years and that he has served 
in all positions of the force. 
“My attitude towards polic-
ing remains unchanged as I 
am still committed to such 
qualities as honesty, integ-
rity coupled with strong 
beliefs in good customer 
service.

Noting that crime in Anti-
gua and Barbuda is relative-
ly low compared with other 
Caribbean states, Rodney 
said moving forward the 
force will build on the suc-
cesses of the past while at 

the same time come up with 
new strategies to further re-
duce crime. “Someone is af-
fected by crime in society so 
it is our duty to do our best 
to keep criminal activity at 
a minimum,” he remarked.

One of his priorities is 
improving the human re-
sources of the police force 
by providing opportunities 
for officers to improve their 
skills. Another is to improve 
the state of the buildings 
from which police officers 

carry out their duties.
“There is need to improve 

the infrastructure as our 
buildings need repairs. In 
fact, some of the buildings 
housing police stations in 
the rural districts are in dire 
of disrepair,” he noted.

He noted that the po-
lice within the force is not 
unique as on a weekly ba-
sis different categories of 
government workers take 
industrial action over poor 
working conditions.

Rodney promises to 
mount an aggressive lob-
bying effort to secure much 
needed repairs to make the 
physical conditions under 
which officers function 
more conducive to good 
performances.

Local News

A bizarre and previously unheard of 
technique of marijuana cultivation is 
reported to be one of the latest means 
by which young men are wrecking 
their sanity.

The Government of Antigua and Bar-
buda, in its latest post-Cabinet briefing 
notes, said the Attorney General re-
ported to his colleagues this week that 
“several young men who have ingested 
a mixture of illicit drugs have become 
deranged.” 

During the weekly post-Cabinet 
press briefing on Thursday morning, 
the Prime Minister’s Chief of Staff, 
Ambassador Lionel “Max’ Hurst, ex-
panded on the initial revelations which 

noted that “the adverse effects of the 
drugs cause permanent harm to the 
brain, and cause the men to suffer con-
tinuing hallucinations.” 

According to Hurst, “It appears to be 
a mixture of cocaine, marijuana and 
some other anti-depressants that seem-
ingly provide them with some ecstatic 
experience. But it is at a tremendous 
cost to them.”

He said apart from being “unlaw-
ful and illegal”, the drug cocktails 
make those who ingest them “do crazy 
things” necessitating emergency com-
mitment to institutionalized psychiat-
ric care and supervision.

“They are taken to Clarevue [Psychi-

atric Hospital] and subdued when their 
behavior is outside of normalcy and 
sometimes even violent,” Hurst stated, 
before adding, “We need to dedicate 
some additional resources to ensure 
they can be treated and seek recovery.”

Then came the bombshell revelation 
by the Chief of Staff who said, “As I 
understand it, they are now planting 
marijuana … and are placing crystals 
of cocaine in the soil so that they be-
come a part of the plant itself … appar-
ently, the plant then reflects this muta-
tion that takes place when the cocaine 
is added to the soil ... It forms a very 
dangerous substance that can harm 
them for life.”

Alarm sounded about 
dangerous ganja-coke combo

Rodney confirmed:  
Dedication to duty unchanged

Antigua and Barbuda’s Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne is taking issue with state-
ments made by the Foreign Minister of Haiti 
regarding the current situation in Venezuela.

In their communique issued Wednesday 
following their intersessional meeting in 

Barbados, Heads of Government agreed 
to dispatch a mission to Haiti to observe 
the situation there. “Heads of Government 
reviewed the situation in Haiti, and rec-
ognised the complexity of the issues. They 

Haitian FM statements  
on Venezuela condemned

Newly appointed Commission-
er of Police, Atlee Rodney

cont’d on pg 5 
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Indian fugitive, Mehul Chi-
nubhai Choksi, who makes 
Antigua and Barbuda his cur-
rent home after he acquired 
citizenship under the coun-
try’s Citizenship By Invest-
ment Programme (CIP) has 
been accused of harming the 
image of the programme.

That’s the view of the In-
dian High Commissioner to 
Guyana, Antigua and Bar-
buda and St Kitts-Nevis, Dr. 
K.J Srinivasa, who spoke to 
journalists at a press briefing 
during his current visit to St 
John’s. He said Choksi deci-
sion to travel to Antigua and 
Barbuda under the CIP was 
an abuse of the system.

“His action is not only an 
abuse of CIP, but it also con-
veys an image of the pro-
gramme that is not in the 
best interest of Antigua and 
Barbuda,” Dr. Srinivasa con-
tends. He said India wants the 
experience of Choksi to be a 
‘one-off’ and he believes the 
Antigua and Barbuda gov-
ernment wants the same too.

He said the 60-year old 
businessman is wanted by 
the Judicial Authorities of 

India for criminal conspira-
cy, criminal breach of trust, 
cheating and dishonesty in-
cluding delivery of property, 
corruption and money laun-
dering. He accused Choksi 
of taking ‘tax-payers’ mon-
ey from India and while his 
government wants a speedy 
resolution of the matter, he 
fully understands the position 
of the Antigua and Barbuda 
government of non-interfer-
ence in the judicial process.

“Both countries are democ-
racies and as such, we respect 
each other’s sovereignty and 
integrity. We understand 
from the Antigua and Barbu-
da government that the matter 
is being given due consider-
ation at the highest levels. We 
are told the matter is before 

the court in various stages 
with a recent hearing held on 
February 13,” he stated.

The diplomat said his coun-
try is careful in how it handles 
this case as it doesn’t want to 
give the appearance that it is 
putting pressure on another 
sovereign country. He said 
the evidence against the fu-
gitive is ‘overwhelming’ and 
once the case runs its course 
through the legal system ‘we 
would be happy to take custo-
dy of Mr Choksi’. 

Asked if the matter involv-
ing Choksi has harmed the 
relationship between Antigua 

and Barbuda and India, Dr. 
Srinivasa said ‘no’ that this 
was not the case. “We cannot 
let years of friendship be-
come strained because of one 
man,” he declared.

He said rather than strained 
relations, India has commit-
ted to increase its assistance 
to Antigua and Barbuda in 
the areas of education, culture 
and technology.

India is increasing the num-
ber of scholarships it is of-
fering students from Antigua 
and Barbuda to sixteen, up 
from four. He disclosed that 
fourteen students are already 
in India with two more due to 
leave next month.

India also wants to send 
yoga practitioners to teach 
this form of meditation and 
exercise to people in Anti-
gua and Barbuda. He said 
yoga has helped to combat 
non-communicable diseases 
such as diabetes and heart 
disease. He noted that the 
people of India are in love 
with the Rhythms of the Ca-
ribbean and he wish to have 
a collaboration between mu-
sicians from both places.

Choksi abused CIP

Indian High Commissioner to 
Guyana, Antigua and Barbu-
da and St Kitts-Nevis, Dr. K.J 
Srinivasa.

Indian fugitive, Mehul Chinub-
hai Choksi

recognised there was a multiplicity of 
views as to the way forward. Heads of 
Government agreed to dispatch a team 
of senior officials led by the Secre-
tary-General to Haiti to meet with all 
relevant stakeholders,” the statement 
said.

Describing it as an utter disregard, 
disrespect and contempt for CAR-
ICOM Heads of Government, coming 
from a Foreign Minister of the Com-

munity, PM Browne said Foreign 
Minister, Bocchit Edmond, is seeking 
to justify Haiti’s brown-nosing of the 
policies of others, in lieu of their pro-
tection, to keep Moïse and his regime 
in power.  

“Unfortunately, while the protectors 
of the regime turn a blind eye, the crisis 
in Haiti is rapidly deteriorating, mak-
ing the situation in Venezuela pale in 
comparison,” he opined. 

Under the circumstances, Browne is 

of the view that the Maduro regime has 
greater legitimacy than the Moïse re-
gime, ‘yet Edmond has the unmitigated 
gall to condemn Maduro’s administra-
tion’. This comes while his government 
is ruling by decree against the will of 
the majority of the Haitian people.

It is Haiti and those who follow them, 
to promote the agenda of others, that’s 
dividing Caricom and placing Car-
icom’s unity under strain, the prime 
minister declared.

cont’d from pg 4
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(The writer is Ambassa-
dor of Antigua and Barbu-
da to the United States and 
the Organization of Ameri-
can States.  He is also a Se-
nior Fellow at the Institute 
of Commonwealth Studies 
at the University of London 
and at Massey College in 
the University of Toronto.  
The views expressed are 
entirely his own)

Global attention to Guy-
ana has focussed on the 
current campaigning for 
general elections due on 
March 2.  Reports indicate 
a vigorous campaign with 
the country’s newly found 
resources in oil and gas 
very much on the minds of 
the contesting political par-
ties.

While the election cam-
paign is proceeding and the 
electorate awaits the date on 
which the majority will de-
cide which party forms the 
next government and who 
will be the President of the 
country, the long-standing 
contention between Guy-
ana and Venezuela has been 
ambling its way through 
the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) at The Hague.

Three weeks after the 
general election, the ICJ 

will begin four days of le-
gal arguments, between 23 
and 27 March, from Guy-
ana and Venezuelan teams 
on whether the Court has 
jurisdiction to pronounce a 
judgement.   It is important 
to emphasise that this hear-
ing is to determine wheth-
er the Court has jurisdic-
tion; it is not yet concerned 
with the merits of the case 
which the Court will hear if 
it decides that it is properly 
vested with jurisdiction.

The Venezuelan Govern-
ment disputes the ICJ’s ju-
risdiction.  In a statement 
issued on 29 November 
2019, the authorities in Ca-
racas said it “reiterates its 
historical position on the 
lack of jurisdiction of that 
international body”.   Call-
ing the Guyana application 
to the Court “absurd and 
disturbing”, the Venezuelan 
government revealed that it 
had informed the ICJ of its 
position in a memorandum 
the day before.

Conveniently ignored by 
the Venezuelan government 
is the binding international 
Award of 1899 that estab-
lished and demarcated the 
boundary between Guy-
ana and Venezuela.   That 
boundary had been ac-
cepted, respected and even 
protected by Venezuela for 
almost 60 years until 1965 
when Guyana’s indepen-
dence from Britain was set 
to take place the follow-

ing year.  Venezuela resur-
rected an unsubstantiated 
claim, attributed to one of 
its long dead lawyers from 
the 1899 arbitral process, 
that the US Chief Justice - 
one of the Arbitrators – had 
been bribed.   It is upon this 
shaky and shady allegation 
that Venezuela asserts the 
nullity of the 1899 award.

In any event, it was the 
ICJ that had decided it 
wished to hold a hearing on 
the matter of jurisdiction, 
inviting Guyana and Vene-
zuela to submit arguments.  
Having informed the Court 
on 18 June 2010 that “Ven-
ezuela would not partici-
pate in the proceedings”, 
the Venezuelan government 
nonetheless submitted its 
memorandum.   However, 
it remains unclear whether 
legal representatives of the 
Venezuelan government 
will turn up to make argu-
ments before the Court in 
accordance with the Court’s 
advice.   

What is clear is that the 
Venezuelan government 
does not want any legal 
arbitration of its territorial 
claim; instead it wants Guy-
ana to halt the ICJ proceed-
ings and “to recommence 
the negotiation for a defin-
itive solution”.  That nego-
tiation would be between 
the Venezuela and Guyana 
governments – one that has 
been on-going in different 
formats since 1965 and 

which made no progress 
because there was no shift 
from the Venezuelan posi-
tion that it has “historic and 
legitimate rights over the 
‘Guayana Esequiba’ since 
its own birth in 1810”.

Venezuelan governments 
have not been averse to 
flexing their military mus-
cle by invading Guyanese 
territory and seizing ships 
in Guyana’s territorial wa-
ters.  These instances are 
well-recorded.

It should be noted that the 
Maduro government’s con-
tinuing claim to two-thirds 
of Guyana is matched by 
the position of leaders of 
opposition parties, includ-
ing Juan Guaidó who some 
governments regard as the 
President of Venezuela.  

Venezuela has traditional-
ly wanted negotiations with 
Guyana instead of arbitra-
tion by international legal 
machinery because succes-
sive governments have felt 
that their larger population, 
superior military might, 
and greater wealth (from oil 
and gas) placed them in a 
powerful position.   Bigger 
and more powerful coun-
tries, regardless of their 
ideological stripe, prefer to 
deal directly with weaker 
countries precisely because 
the strong can bully the 
weak and, in so doing, get 
their way without regard to 
justice.

Guyana-Venezuela 
and international law

By Sir Ronald Sanders

cont’d on pg 7
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Throughout the entire period of this 

Venezuelan claim, Guyana has been 
relatively poor, lacking in military 
strength and of no particular strate-
gic interest to the hemispheric or in-
ternational community.  All of Guy-
ana’s options for development were 
constrained by that reality.   In part, 
it explains why the Guyana govern-
ment was anxious to settle a deal with 
Exxon Mobil and others for the pro-
duction of oil and gas. 

As of 2020, Guyana officially 
joined the ranks of petroleum-pro-
ducing states, and a big one as well.  
While Guyana is still a militarily 
weak nation, its economic standing 
will improve on the back of oil and 
gas reserves. Further, there will be far 
greater international interest in the 
preservation of Guyana’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity than there was 

before. 
But the risk posed by Venezuela re-

mains, despite its current weak eco-
nomic situation and its fragile mil-
itary circumstances.   In time, these 
conditions could change while the 
ambition for claiming two-thirds of 
Guyana remains.  That is why the 
Guyana government is right to pursue 
legal recourse at the ICJ as many oth-
er nations have done from the time of 
the Court’s inception. Settlement of 
the issue will come only from lawful 
resolution.

The 15-nation Caribbean Commu-
nity (CARICOM) countries have al-
ways stated their support for Guyana 
in the territorial claim from Venezue-
la, notwithstanding the close relation-
ship that developed between some of 
their governments and the Chavez/
Maduro governments because of the 
benefits of the now defunct PetroCa-

ribe arrangements. 
At their Thirty-First Inter-Sessional 

Meeting in Barbados on 18-19 Feb-
ruary, CARICOM Heads of Govern-
ment repeated their “full support for 
the judicial process that is intended 
to bring a peaceful and definitive end 
to the long-standing controversy be-
tween the two countries”. They did so 
while reiterating “their firm and un-
swerving support for the maintenance 
and preservation of the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Guyana”.

This unanimous decision of the 
meeting - to stand up for a determina-
tion of the Guyana-Venezuela bound-
ary under the rule of international law 
by the world’s highest Court – was 
one of its better outcomes, showing 
real value for membership of the trea-
ty organisation.

Responses and previous  commen-
taries: www.sirronaldsanders.com

cont’d from pg 6
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The traditional and very popular 
recreational activities that take place 
at Fort James every year on Labour 
Day will in no way be restricted, cur-
tailed or compromised by a major 
tourism development planned for the 
area.

That assurance from the Govern-
ment of Antigua and Barbuda was 
given by the Prime Minister’s Chief 
of Staff, Ambassador Lionel “Max” 
Hurst, during the weekly post-Cabinet 
press briefing on Thursday morning.

The Fort James Development is a 
collaborative undertaking between 
Government – through the Ministry of 
Tourism and Investment – and Royal 
Caribbean Cruises, which operates a 
majority of the numerous cruise ships 
that visit Antigua and Barbuda every 
year during the annual cruise tourism 
season.

Royal Caribbean has committed to 
investing millions in the Royal Beach 
Club that is expected to feature an 
amusement park and other entertain-
ment facilities to considerably in-
crease and improve the tourism expe-
rience for cruise passengers who visit 
Antigua and are desirous of treating 
themselves to some landside or off-
ship fun and enjoyment of the desti-
nation.

On Thursday morning, Ambassa-
dor Hurst responded to a reporter’s 
question about the exact location of 
the planned Royal Beach Club and 
whether this would limit the access 
that locals have hitherto been granted 
in that area.

“The beaches will continue to be 
accessible to the entire public at all 
times,” Hurst stated categorically. 
“But the object is to ensure that on 

Labour Day there is nothing that will 
impede the large numbers of people 
who drive there and who celebrate on 
Labour Day. 

“This has been going on since 1951 
and, as a consequence, you can imag-
ine that it is not an event we hope to 
bring to an end.”

He noted that while “Fort James is 
historic … it is also decrepit … The 
object is to bring it back to life again 
and ensure that this important part of 
our history is not lost as a result of 
carelessness. 

“We are going to invest millions of 
dollars in Fort James. Royal Carib-
bean Cruises is also going to be in-
vesting somewhere close to US$100 
million.” 

Hurst stressed that locals would also 
have access to the Royal Beach Club 
when it becomes operational.

Officials from the Flor-
ida Caribbean Cruise As-
sociation (FCCA) and the 
government have arrived 
at a consensus on how to 
handle passengers visiting 
aboard a cruise vessel who 
may show signs of infec-
tion with the coronavirus.

This happened this week 
when the FCCA team visit-
ed the country for talks with 
officials in both the public 
and private sectors.

Chief on their minds was 
the protocols that have been 

put in place by Antigua and 
Barbuda to counter the 
spread of the coronavirus 
(Covid 19) especially as it 
pertains to cruise vessels 
visiting St John’s Harbour.

Sources close to the talks 
said the prior arrangement 
when anyone took sick 
aboard a visiting cruise 
ship, the vessel’s medical 
officer would contact their 
local agent, who in turn 
would notify the Ministry 
of Health.

However, during this 

week’s talks, it was agreed 
that the ship’s medical of-
ficer would speak directly 
with the Chief Medical Of-
ficer, who will discuss the 
situation with a team that 
includes the ministers of 
health and tourism.

That team will make a de-
termination on whether the 
ship is allowed to dock and 
passengers are allowed to 
come ashore dependent on 
the medical risk as assessed 
by the CMO.

The FCCA team also met 

with representatives of the 
Hadeed Group to discuss 
the tourism project develop-
ment at Side Hill, which the 
prime minister announced 
during the 2020 National 
Budget presentation. 

A spokesman for the 
group said the discussions 
went ‘very well’. 

“They liked the project 
we are proposing to un-
dertake to further boost the 
country’s tourism develop-
ment.” The spokesman stat-
ed.

‘Fort James will remain 
completely ours’ – Hurst

Accord reached on 
protocols for cruise ships
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There is an outpouring of quiet across the 

country following the news that Lady Ava 
Lake-Ramsey has died.  

The widow of the late Dr. Prince Ram-
sey passed away in Jamaica on Wednesday, 
where she was receiving medical treatment.

Lady Ramsey reportedly suffered a heart 
attack approximately two weeks ago and 
was warded in the Intensive Care Unit of 
Mount St. John’s Medical Centre (MS-
JMC).  

Thereafter, she reportedly suffered a series 
of heart attacks and had to be sedated before 
arrangements were made for her to be me-

divac to Jamaica for advanced treatment..  
News came on Wednesday that she passed 
away. Lady Ava Ramsey was quiet, and 
unassuming, a permanent fixture alongside 
her late husband.  She was a career banker 
and retired after decades of service to the 
Bank of Nova Scotia.

Her passing comes nine months after Dr. 
Prince Ramsey lost his battle to cancer.  
One of her last public appearances was in 
Paradise View when the local government 
department of the Ministry of Social Trans-
formation named a street in her late hus-
band’s honour.

The woman who gave birth to three 
of the original members of the popular 
Burning Fames band has died.

Agneta Isaac Edwards died on 
Wednesday at the Mount St John’s 
Medical Centre at what family mem-
bers described as ‘old age’.

She was the mother of 13 including 
Toriano ‘Onyan’ Edwards, Clarence 
“Oungku” Edwards and David ‘Kro-
cus’ Edwards. As well as grandmother 
to Rhone ‘Fox’ Watkins.

Toriano described her as ‘a very 

good’ mother who instilled in her chil-
dren a strong sense of discipline and 
honesty. 

He noted that whenever one of her 
children returned home with some-
thing he/she did not leave home with, 
her refrain was always, “carry um 
back’.

It was at her home in Potters that the 
band practiced and honed their skills 
that allowed them to conquer the soca 
world. They have performed to sold 
out crowds in many of the top capitals 

of the world.
Burning Flames have also influ-

enced many bands and soca artists in-
cluding Machel Montano, the top soca 
performer today.

One of the longest serv-
ing and highly respected 
Accountant General, Ru-
dolph Brown, was laid to 
rest Thursday afternoon at 
his home church cemetery 
in Newfield.

Brown not only held the 
reins of the country’s fi-
nances, but for many years 
he served as treasurer of 
the Eastern West Indies 
Province of the Moravian 

Church.
Retired Bishop, Dr King-

sley Lewis, who partici-
pated in the funeral said 
of Browne, “I served with 
him on that Provincial 
Board for approximately 
three years and give thanks 
for his service then, par-
ticularly as he was a very 
busy person in his public 
avocation as Accountant 
General. 

Given the long hours he 
worked, I am sure many 
others in his position 
would not have taken on 
the task of Provincial Trea-
surer, which can often be a 
frustrating one.”

Brown has received a 
number of accolades for 
his many years of out-
standing public service in-
cluding an MBE from Her 
Majesty, the Queen.

Lady Ava Ramsey passes

Mother of ‘Burning 
Flames” Dies

Former Accountant General laid to rest
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CARICOM Heads of Government 
have reiterated the call for the creation 
of an “appropriate intergovernmen-
tal tax body with the adequate means 
and powers to set standards and rules” 
which support an equitable and uni-
versal approach to an international tax 
governance infrastructure.

The call was made Wednesday 
against the background of the black-
listing of countries by the European 
Union (EU). The strategy of blacklist-
ing and de-risking leads to the with-
drawal of correspondent banking ser-
vices. The EU has used its tax good 
governance standard to label some Ca-
ribbean countries as non-cooperative 
tax jurisdictions, despite the fact that 
the countries in question are not des-
ignated as non-compliant by the rele-
vant regulatory authorities, such as the 
Financial Action Task Force and the 
OECD Global Forum.

At their just-concluded 31st Interses-
sional Meeting in Bridgetown, Barba-
dos, CARICOM Heads of Government 
dealt with the subjects of blacklisting, 
derisking and correspondent banking. 
They have deemed blacklisting as an 
existential threat to the economic se-
curity of CARICOM Member States.

According to the Communique is-

sued at the conclusion of the Meeting, 
the Heads of Government stressed that 
the defensive tax measures threatened 
by the European States could have se-
rious financial repercussions on vul-
nerable CARICOM States and their 
ability to attract the investments need-
ed to build resilient economies.

“The measures have the potential 
of causing devastating economic, so-
cial and political consequences for 
our States as a result of the harm that 
will be inflicted on our global image, 
our economic competitiveness and re-
source mobilisation efforts,” the Com-
munique read.

The Region has been consistent in 
its characterisation of blacklisting and 
its domino effects on Member States 
and has been intensifying its advoca-
cy against the EU’s stance. Late last 
year, for example, Prime Minister of 
Antigua and Barbuda, the Hon Gaston 
Browne led a high-level delegation to 
a Round Table with the United States 
Congress Financial Services Commit-
tee. The “mutuality of interest” of the 
Caribbean and the US was acknowl-
edged during the Round Table. Prime 
Minister Browne argued that the pro-
cess of de-risking which has led to a 
withdrawal of relations by some US 

banks from Caribbean banks, posed a 
serious threat to the Region’s welfare, 
including its capacity to import goods 
from the US. There was acknowledge-
ment also that the impact of withdraw-
al of correspondent banking relations 
was felt not only in financial terms, 
but in the critical role it plays in global 
trade, investment and other financial 
services.

Heads of Government expressed ap-
preciation for the opportunity to meet 
with members of the United States 
Congress Financial Services Commit-

CARICOM wants inter-governmental 
tax body to set standards, rules

Prime Ministers Allen Chastanet of Saint Lucia, Dr. Hubert Minnis of The Bahamas and Dr. Keith Mitchell of Grenada in discussion at the Meeting

Prime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda, 
the Hon Gaston Browne at the Meeting

cont’d on pg 13
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tee to address the deleteri-
ous impact of de-risking on 
CARICOM Member States.  
That meeting resulted in a 
number of outcomes aimed 
at building the capacity of 
respondent banks in the 
Community and changing 
the risk perception of CAR-
ICOM States by US Gov-
ernment agencies.  Heads 
of Government commend-
ed the CARICOM Ambas-
sadors in Washington DC, 
USA, for their sterling work 
in advancing the CARICOM 
Advocacy against De-Risk-
ing,” the Communique said.

 The Round Table was 
but one of the interven-
tions CARICOM has been 
making. From Bucharest to 
Basseterre, Heads of Gov-
ernment, the CARICOM 

Secretary-General and other 
Community spokespersons 
have been bringing atten-
tion to the matter, seeking 
understanding and interna-
tional advocacy of govern-
ments on the Community’s 
behalf. As the Heads of 
Government were meeting, 
the EU’s Economic and Fi-
nancial Affairs Council an-
nounced that several CAR-
ICOM Member States had 
met the requirements of tax 
governance. 

Of the 16 jurisdictions the 
EU’s Economic and Finan-
cial Affairs Council (ECO-
FIN) removed from Annex 
II, five were CARICOM 
Member States – Antigua 
and Barbuda, The Baha-
mas, Barbados, Belize, and 
St. Kitts and Nevis, and two 

were Associate Mem-
bers – Bermuda, and the 
British Virgin Islands.

The countries, ECO-
FIN said, had “man-
aged to implement all 
the necessary reforms 
to comply with EU tax 
good governance princi-
ples ahead of the agreed 
deadline and are there-
fore removed from An-
nex II”. Member States 
welcomed the news.

“This news of our re-
moval from the EU list 
affirms that The Baha-
mas takes its position 
as a global financial 
center very seriously. 
Coming off this list was 
not an easy process. We 
engaged many stake-
holders and executed a 

comprehensive strategy to not 
only address the EU’s concerns 
but also to defend the jurisdic-
tion against recent attacks on 
the legitimacy of our financial 
services business,” said Depu-
ty Prime Minister and Minister 
of Finance of The Bahamas, K. 
Peter Turnquest.
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After several false starts, 
the Mia-Mottley administra-
tion appears to have made an-
other major breakthrough in 
its bid to collect Value Added 
Tax (VAT) on online purchas-
es.

Multinational e-commerce 
giant, on Monday informed 
customers of Amazon Web 
Service (AWS), its subsidi-
ary, that from March 1, 2020, 
it would begin to charge Value 
Added Tax at a rate of 17.5% 
to Barbadian customers.

AWS provides on-demand 
cloud computing platforms 
and APIs to individuals, com-
panies, and governments, on 
a metered pay-as-you-go ba-
sis. The Seattle-based compa-
ny detailed its intention in an 
email correspondence titled 
“Important Announcement” 

in which it noted that the new 
measures are consistent with 
tax legislation which came 
into effect on December 1, 
2019. The company said 
that a tax compliant invoice 
would be issued to Barbadian 
customers from April 1 this 
year.

The correspondence was 
reportedly sent to all AWS 
customers whose records in-
dicate that their Billing Ad-
dress or Contact Address is 
in Barbados. It explained to 

customers that the website 
calculates taxes based on the 
customer location, which is 
determined by Amazon’s Ac-
count Location hierarchy. To 
ensure compliance, Amazon 
has urged Barbadian resi-
dents whose accounts are not 
listed in Barbados, to update 

their details by visiting the 
Billing Address and Contact 
Address page of the AWS 
Billing Console.

“Tax invoices will appear 
in the Bills page of the AWS 
Billing Console along with 
your anniversary and sub-
scription summary invoices 
starting on April 1, 2020,” the 
email further explained.

“If you receive your anni-
versary or subscription in-
voices via email today, you 
will also receive tax invoices 

via email starting on April 1, 
2020,” it added.

Barbados TODAY’s efforts 
to reach Minister in the Min-
istry of Finance and Econom-
ic Affairs Ryan Straughn for 
a comment on the develop-
ments were unsuccessful.

The measure known as the 

“Amazon tax”, announced 
during Prime Minister Mia 
Mottley’s June 2018 bud-
get was initially to begin in 
October of that year but was 
shifted two months later to 
December 1 and then to De-
cember 15th.

The following year, legisla-
tion was introduced to allow 
the Barbados Revenue Au-
thority (BRA) to outsource 
tax-collecting powers to an 
online third-party and the 
measure was to be introduced 
by July 1. This also was un-
successful.

When first introduced, nu-
merous businessmen includ-
ing former Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (BCCI) 
President, Eddy Abed praised 
the move for placing local 
retailers and wholesalers 
on a level playing field with 
their overseas counterparts. 
Smaller businesses, however, 
complained that the measures 
could cripple their chances of 
survival by significantly in-
creasing their costs.

Nevertheless, changes were 
made to the Value Added Tax 
Act last December adding 
further scrutiny to the VAT 
collection process.

Shortly after, current BCCI 
president Trisha Tannis ex-
pressed concern about com-
pliance from popular interna-
tional online companies like 
Amazon, Wal-Mart, Alibaba.

Amazon says it will begin 
collecting 17.5 per cent vat

Article by Kareem Smith
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The UK is delivering a two-day workshop in Antigua and Barbuda as
part of its Commonwealth Cyber Security Programme.

At the last Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 2018, the UK 
committed to support cyber security capacity building in the Commonwealth.  
£5.5m has been allocated through the Foreign and Commonwealth (FCO)’s 
Commonwealth Cyber Programme.

The workshop is being delivered by Get Safe Online, a UK-based non-profit 
organization. 
The workshop participants include Senior Government Officers and leaders in 
the business community.  

During the Opening Ceremony, Resident British Commissioner to Antigua and 
Barbuda, Ms Lindsy Thompson, noted the importance of the workshop in order 
for people to realise the benefits that come from a digital life, while avoiding 
its pitfalls.

In his opening remarks, the Minister of Information, Hon. Melford Nicholas, 
shared the need to drive informational technology forward as a critical 
component. The workshop will move to St Vincent and the Grenadines and 
Grenada next week. More information about the Get Safe Online campaign, 
and online safety information, can be found at getsafeonline.ag.

For more information, please contact: 
Jameel Lee Political & Projects Officer

Email: jameel.lee@fco.gov.uk Tel: + 1 (268) 771-9011

NEWS RELEASE

In an effort to improve its 
emergency response capac-
ity, the OECS Commission 
partnered with USAID’s 
Global Health Supply Chain 
– Procurement and Supply 
Management (GHSC-PSM) 
Programme to host a work-
shop on Emergency Supply 
Chain (ESC) Preparedness 
in Saint Lucia from 12-13th 
February 2020. The two-
day workshop sought to de-
velop and strengthen opera-
tional plans for responding 
to outbreaks of infectious 
diseases in the region such 
as the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19).  

Comprised of a series of 
working sessions covering 

scenarios for different dis-
ease outbreaks, key staff 
members of the Commis-
sion in Saint Lucia, which 
included the OECS Phar-
maceutical Procurement 
Service (PPS), were trained 
to manage the response, 
procurement and provision 
of health supplies during 
emergency situations.

The sessions also imple-
mented a set of ‘Playbook’ 
materials that provided 
guidance on preparatory 
measures that can be taken 
to optimise operating pro-
cedures for the management 
of health supplies during 
emergencies. 

OECS PPS Strengthens 
Emergency 

Preparedness for Disease 
Outbreaks

The OECS Pharmaceutical Procurement Service (PPS) attends 
training to improve emergency supply chain processes for disease 
outbreaks such as COVID19
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Washington (CNN)The 
intelligence community’s 
top election security official 
delivered a briefing to law-
makers last week warning 
them that the intelligence 
community believes Russia 
is already taking steps to 
interfere in the 2020 elec-
tion with the goal of helping 
President Donald Trump 
win, three sources familiar 
with the matter tell CNN.

Last week’s briefing, led 
by election security official 
Shelby Pierson and first re-
ported by The New York 
Times, addressed the overall 
picture of Russia’s efforts, 
including hacking, weapon-
izing social media and at-
tacks on election infrastruc-
ture, one of the sources said.

The briefers said Russia 
does favor Trump, but that 
helping Trump wasn’t the 
only thing they were trying 
to do as it was also designed 

to raise questions about the 
integrity of the elections 
process, the source added.

Trump became irate in a 
meeting with outgoing act-
ing Director of National 
Intelligence Joseph Magu-
ire last week for allowing 
the information about Rus-
sia’s meddling efforts to be 
included in the briefing, a 
White House official said.

Russia’s interference in 
the 2016 election -- which 
the US intelligence com-
munity believes was aimed 
at boosting Trump’s candi-
dacy and hurting his oppo-
nent, Hillary Clinton -- led 
to special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation. The 
prospect of further interfer-
ence in 2020 will further test 
US defenses against foreign 
meddling, which Trump has 
repeatedly downplayed as 
he has dismissed any sug-
gestion that Kremlin influ-

ence played a role in his 
election.

Pierson’s briefing was 
not well received by either 
Trump or House Repub-
licans who were present, 
sources tell CNN. When 
Trump learned of it, he 
seemed most frustrated that 
House Intelligence Chair-
man Adam Schiff, a Demo-
crat who has been a promi-
nent critic, was included in 
the briefing, according to 
a person familiar with the 
matter.

Trump believed that 
Schiff in particular would 
use the information to try 
and undermine him over the 
coming months as he runs 
for election, the person said, 
and Trump blamed Maguire 
for the information getting 
to Schiff.

On Wednesday, Trump 
announced he was naming 
Richard Grenell, a staunch 

loyalist and current US am-
bassador to Germany, as 
acting DNI despite him not 
having experience in intel-
ligence. A source familiar 
with internal discussions 
said White House officials 
saw Grenell as a good stop-
gap solution for the acting 
DNI vacancy as time was 
running out on Maguire’s 
time in the position and be-
cause of Trump’s dissatis-
faction with Maguire due to 
the intelligence briefing.

Grenell was already being 
considered for other White 
House positions when fill-
ing the DNI position be-
came a pressing need, the 
source said.

James Clapper, who 
served as director of na-
tional intelligence under 
President Barack Obama, 
told CNN’s Wolf Blitzer 
on “The Situation Room” 
Thursday evening that it is 
“quite predictable” Russia 
would again try to interfere 
in the election.

“This is not a big sur-
prise, but it illustrates the 
tremendous challenge that 
the intelligence communi-
ty has where they’re teeing 
up facts that our President 
doesn’t want to hear, and 
with a result that the mes-
senger got shot in the form 
of Joe Maguire being asked 
to leave,” Clapper said.

Russia is looking to help Trump win 
in 2020, election security official 

told lawmakers

By Jim Acosta, Dana Bash and Jeremy Herb
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Ethiopian Sirak Asfaw, 
who fled to the Netherlands 
in the late 1970s, found the 
crown in 1998 in the suit-
case of a visitor and realised 
it was stolen.

The management con-
sultant protected it until 
he alerted a historian and 
Dutch police of his discov-
ery last year. On Thursday, 
Ethiopia’s Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed received the 
crown, thought to be one of 
just 20 in existence.

The crown has depictions 
of Jesus Christ, God and 
the Holy Spirit, as well as 
Jesus’ disciples, and was 
probably given to a church 
by the powerful warlord 
Welde Sellase hundreds of 
years ago.

In a tweet, Mr Abiy said 
he was grateful to Mr Sirak 
and the Dutch government 
for the return of the “pre-
cious crown”.

Donald Trump’s longtime 
adviser Roger Stone was 
sentenced to 40 months in 
prison as part of a case that 
has roiled the Justice De-
partment and drawn the US 
president’s ire. Stone was 
convicted on charges in-
cluding lying to a congres-
sional panel investigating 
Russian interference in the 
2016 United States presi-
dential election. 

US District Judge Amy 
Berman Jackson handed 
down the sentence after 
Stone’s lawyer asked that 
the veteran Republican op-
erative receive no prison 
time.

Stone’s belligerence and 
lies represent “a threat to 
our democracy”, the judge 
said in a stern lecture during 
the hours-long sentencing 

hearing. “He was not pros-
ecuted - as some have com-
plained - for standing up 
for the president. He was 
prosecuted for covering up 
for the president,” Jackson 
said. “There was nothing 
unfair, phoney or disgrace-
ful about the investigation 
or the prosecution,” Jack-
son added, citing words that 
Trump has used.

The judge also said Stone 
“knew exactly what he was 
doing” when he posted an 
image on social media last 
year that positioned a gun’s 
cross-hairs over her head.

“The defendant engaged 
in threatening and intimi-
dating conduct toward the 
court,” Jackson said.

“This is intolerable to the 
administration of justice,” 
she added.

Trump ally Roger Stone sentenced to 40 months in prison

Ethiopian 18th Century crown 
returns home from Netherlands

An 18th Century Ethiopian crown has been returned home after
being hidden in a Dutch flat for more than 20 years.

The crown has depictions of Jesus Christ

The longtime Trump adviser was convicted 
last year of witness tampering and lying to 
US Congress.
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Irish Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkar resigned on Thurs-
day, but stayed on as interim 
leader while the country’s 
three main parties battle out 
coalition talks after an in-

conclusive election.
Varadkar, Ireland’s first 

openly gay leader, tendered 
his resignation as taoiseach, 
or prime minister, to Presi-
dent Michael Higgins after 

the first sitting of Ireland’s 
lower house of parliament 
since a February 8 election, 
which radically recast the 
political landscape.

“In accordance with the 

constitution, the taoiseach 
and the government will 
continue to carry on their 
duties until successors have 
been appointed,” a govern-

Irish PM Leo Varadkar resigns, 
retains caretaker role

Varadkar’s resignation as taoiseach, or prime minister, follows a February 8 election, which saw his party lose seats.

cont’d on pg 19
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ment statement said.
Parties in the 160-seat 

chamber - the Dail Eireann 
- convened and nominated 
candidates to lead a new 
government as taoiseach, 
but with none commanding 
a majority, the Dail was ad-
journed until March 5.

Sinn Fein leader Mary 
Lou McDonald received the 
most votes backing her.

At 45, it was far short of 
the 80 needed to take office 
but it was a symbolic victo-
ry reflecting the surge the 
nationalist party enjoyed in 
the election.

Sinn Fein, which once 
served as the political wing 
of paramilitary the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
became the second-biggest 
party with 37 seats - break-

ing the historic duopoly of 
centre-right parties Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail.

“The people who vote for 
us aren’t going anywhere,” 
said McDonald.

“We have made a commit-
ment to them to represent 
them well and to make our 
very best effort to deliver 
that government of change 
- and that is precisely what 
we intend to do.”

Sinn Fein leader Mary 
Lou McDonald received the 
most votes backing her.

At 45, it was far short of 
the 80 needed to take office 
but it was a symbolic victo-
ry reflecting the surge the 
nationalist party enjoyed in 
the election.

Sinn Fein, which once 
served as the political wing 
of paramilitary the Irish 

Republican Army (IRA), 
became the second-biggest 
party with 37 seats - break-
ing the historic duopoly of 
centre-right parties Fine 
Gael and Fianna Fail.

“The people who vote for 
us aren’t going anywhere,” 
said McDonald.

“We have made a commit-
ment to them to represent 
them well and to make our 
very best effort to deliver 
that government of change 
- and that is precisely what 
we intend to do.”

Micheal Martin’s Fian-
na Fail party won the most 
seats in the election at 38, 
but suffered significant loss-
es on the party’s 2016 wins.

He received the backing 
of 41 lawmakers in Thurs-
day’s contest.

Sinn Fein has been his-

torically associated with the 
IRA, which fought British 
rule in Northern Ireland for 
decades until the late 1990s, 
when a peace agreement 
largely ended violence that 
left more than 3,000 dead 
on all sides.

It won the popular vote 
with 24.5 percent of first 
preference ballots and 
picked up 14 seats by at-
tracting voters with a cam-
paign focusing on Ireland’s 
housing shortage and health 
crisis.

But its flagship policy on 
Irish unity is likely to be a 
top issue if it gains power.

It wants a referendum on 
uniting the two parts of the 
island within five years.

cont’d from pg 18
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The pioneer and trailblazer 
of the horoscope wheel, Aries 
energy helps us initiate, fight 
for our beliefs and fearlessly 
put ourselves out there.

The drama queen and regal rul-
er of the horoscope clan, Leo 
energy helps us shine, express 
ourselves boldly and wear our 
hearts on our sleeves.

The balanced beautifier of the 
horoscope family, Libra ener-
gy inspires us to seek peace, 
harmony and cooperation—
and to do it with style and 
grace.

The persistent provider of 
the horoscope family, Taurus 
energy helps us seek security, 
enjoy earthly pleasures and 
get the job done.

The masterful helper of the 
horoscope wheel, Virgo ener-
gy teaches us to serve, do im-
peccable work and prioritize 
wellbeing—of ourselves, our 
loved ones and the planet.

The most versatile and vi-
brant horoscope sign, Gemini 
energy helps us communi-
cate, collaborate and fly our 
freak flags at full mast.

The worldly adventurer of 
the horoscope wheel, Sagit-
tarius energy inspires us to 
dream big, chase the impossi-
ble and take fearless risks.

The most intense and fo-
cused of the horoscope signs, 
Scorpio energy helps us dive 
deep, merge our superpow-
ers and form bonds that are 
built to last.

The measured master plan-
ner of the horoscope family, 
Capricorn energy teaches us 
the power of structure and 
long-term goals.

The natural nurturer of the horo-
scope wheel, Cancer energy 
helps us connect with our feel-
ings, plant deep roots and feath-
er our family nests.

The mad scientist and hu-
manitarian of the horoscope 
wheel, futuristic Aquarius 
energy helps us innovate and 
unite for social justice.

The dreamer and healer of 
the horoscope family, Pisces 
energy awakens compassion, 
imagination and artistry, 
uniting us as one.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20) Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 22) Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 18)

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sept 22)
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)

Your Stars Foretold
Leisure
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Download Pointe FM App

Non Sequitur Garfield

LuannCathy

C L A S S I F I E D

SALE!!!
ON SAMSUNG PHONE  
& LG PHONES @
Donofficial Accesso-
ries Store
Upper Nevis Street 
Tel # 268 720 4488
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Ratijah Hulk Davis 17 
years old, 6’3, 250 pounds 
from the Village of Grays 
Farm is one of the rising 
football stars in Antigua 
and Barbuda. 

Davis who recently grad-
uated from the Princess 
Margret High School is the 
leader of the most success-
ful Club Cool and Smooth 
Empire defense in the 
ABFA First Division Pro-
gram. 

Hulk as he is affection-
ately known started play-
ing at the tender age of 7 
when he was convince by 
National Under -20 coach 
George Cajawawa Warner 
to learn the sport.

The national Under 17 
player who won 3 high 
school championships two 
under 15’s and one under 
20 said he learned a lot 
participating in the school 
football program.

Hulk as he is affection-
ately known has three 
internationally caps and 
one goal at the under 17 
level playing against Be-
lize, Dominican Republic, 
Dominica an experience he 
says were very challenging 
competing against players 
who were bigger and fast-
er.

Empire is presently 
second in the First Divi-
sion behind Sap with two 

games in hand and Ratijah 
believe the team chances 
of promotion this season is 
very good. 

He added as a young 
unit they are learning fast 
even though they under-
estimated by most of their 
opponents because of their 
youth and size.

Davis says he is confi-
dent that once his team is 

promoted they can be suc-
cessful with the players 
presently on the roster and 
there is no need to import 
players. 

His goal is to become a 
professional player and as-
sist his family financially.

Empire’s next outing 
is Saturday against West 
Ham at the Antigua Recre-
ation ground at 3pm.

Young football star on the rise
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Antigua Grammar School 
(AGS) were victorious in 
School under-15 cricket 
program yesterday (Thurs-
day) at Jennings. Batting 
first Jennings could only 
muster 99 for 9 from 25 
overs.  Malinga Bruney top 
scored with 24.

Matthew Miller, Tanez 
Francis and Micah McKen-
zie destroyed Jennings pick-
ing up three wickets each. In 
response AGS made 92 for 
5 from 12.2 overs.  T. Moore 
made 31 and X Hopson was 
in good form on 25 not out 
guiding his team home.

At Rising Sun Ground 
Clare Hall Secondary en-
joyed success over Novell 
Richards Academy.

AGS, CHSS enjoy 
success in U-15 cricket
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The reigning French 
Sprint Triathlon Champi-
on Aurelien Raphael has 
confirmed his return to 
Antigua to defend his title 
in the AUA Rohrman Tri-
athlon on Saturday March 
7th 2020.

Raphael, a former Eu-
ropean Junior Champi-
on will also take part in 
the Jumby Bay Rohr-
man Barbuda on Sunday 
March 8th.

Raphael won the Anti-
gua title in 2019 in stun-
ning fashion, breaking 
the two hour barrier and 
setting a course record of 
1 hour 57 minutes, and 
21 seconds, for the 1,500 
meter swim, 40km bike, 
and 10k run.

Raphael’s confirmed 
presence has already at-
tracted a contingent of 
over 20 French amateur 
athletes who will test 
themselves against him, 
in one of the only triath-
lons in the world which 
allows amateur triathletes 
to race side by side with 
pro athletes.

The AUA Rohrman 
Antigua features 10 tri-
athlons including junior 
age groups of 6 and un-

der, 7-8, 9-10, 11-12 and 
13-15. The adult’s events 
include Olympic, Sprint 
and mini distances both 
available in the individual 
or team formats.

The event continues 
with a second day for the 
Jumby Bay Fund Rohr-
man Barbuda which in-
volves running events 
along with fun activities 
such as tug a war.

The Rohrman is a tri-
athlon festival named in 
honour of the late Jona-
than Rohr, a former tri-
athlete and AUA student.

Raphael to return for 
AUA Rohrman Triathlon


