
MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2020   |   ISSUE 38  |   www.pointville.ag PRICE $3

BIG BUCKS FOR 
DEAD DOGS

Story on Page 2

Antigua and Barbuda and the Republic of Estonia, last week established diplomatic relations during a visit of Antigua and Barbu-
da’s High Commissioner to the United Kingdom, Her Excellency Karen-Mae Hill. High Commissioner Hill presented her Letter of 
Credentials as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Antigua and Barbuda to Her Excellency Kersti Kaljulaid, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Estonia at the Kadriorg Palace during a two-day official visit. Story on Page 6



MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2020

PAGE 2 Local News

The government is to launch an in-
vestigation into an arrangement un-
der which opposition leader, Jamal 
Pringle, has been able to bill the Na-
tional Solid Waste Management Au-
thority for $1.4 million over a 7-year 
period for the removal of dead dogs 
from around the country.

Prime Minister Gaston Browne is 
asking Health Minister, Molwyn Jo-
seph to look into the matter to see 
whether it represents a case of over-
charging the government for the ser-
vice.

Pringle was the one who brought 
the matter to light when he informed 
the House of Representatives that 
he had been awarded the contract to 
clear dead dogs and other animals 
from St John’s and other parts of the 
country ‘because no one else wanted 

to do it’.
Following that announcement, 

Joseph asked for the records of the 
arrangement, however, the initial 
search was unable to turn up any ev-
idence of an actual contract.

“Here’s a situation where a man, 
the leader of the opposition, Hon. Ja-
mal Pringle, has had a so-called con-
tract, by the way there’s no contract, 
but he has been paid, every month, 
every year for seven years to pick up 
dead dogs from around the country. 

“I am calling the member for St 
Mary’s North to put an investigation 
in place immediately to establish 
what exactly happened,” Browne 
stated.

At the time Pringle raised the issue, 
he was accusing the government of 
entering into ‘suspicious’ contracts.

Big bucks for dead dogs
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There has been a reversal in the rate 
of salaries and wages paid to employ-
ees in the private sector compared 
with those paid to people employed in 
the public sector. 

According to Prime Minister and Fi-
nance Minister, Hon. Gaston Browne, 
salaries and wages in the public sector 
are now higher on average to similar 
rates in the private sector.

Browne said this accounts for the 
fact that most people clamour more for 
public sector employment than to find 
work in the private sector. 

“The average income in the pub-
lic sector is between $2,900.00 to 
$3,000.00 per month, while the av-
erage salary and wages in the private 
sector are marginally lower,” he dis-
closed.

He added that when security of ten-

ure, pension and other benefits are in-
cluded, it makes employment in the 
public sector much more attractive to 
young people than finding jobs in the 
private sector. 

Speaking in parliament on Friday, 
the prime minister said this fact is at 
the heart of some of the issues facing 
the country. 

“Private Sector salaries and wages, 
especially the hotels, have not risen to 
the extent to attract our people and that 
is why everybody is seeking to join 
the public sector. We are calling on the 
private sector to do something about 
that!” he stated.

Browne is of the view that it is an 
untenable situation where the public 
sector and the private sector salaries 
and wages are the same or they are 
higher in the public sector. 

“No one will want to leave the pub-
lic sector to join the private sector. 
There’s no incentive; why would any-
one leave?” he asked.

The finance minister noted that the 
government has been criticized re-
peatedly for its large wage bill and the 
number of people it employs, but the 
inequality of wages is one of the root 
causes of the problem.

He challenged the private sector to 
‘do something about it’ as it must un-
derstand that their employees are also 
stakeholders in the process. 

“The economy is expanding and 
most of the growth is recorded by the 
private sector. If you are enjoying a 
seven (7) or six (6) percent growth 
annually, you can give periodic in-
creases. Keep your staff happy!” he 
advised.

Private sector wages low!
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A Jamaican national with a history 

of being a drug mule is to appear in 
court today to answer charges that he 
attempted to import drug into Antigua 
and Barbuda.

Law enforcement officials did not 
identify the man by name, but they 
confirm that he arrived at the VC Bird 
International Airport on Thursday af-
ternoon on a Caribbean Airways flight 

from Kingston.
Immigrations officials confirm that 

the man was denied entry after he was 
searched thoroughly by customs. No 
drugs were found either on his person 
or in his luggage. However, he was de-
nied entry into the country as he did 
not meet the criteria established by the 
immigration department. He was later 
placed in the department’s detention 
centre for deportation where he is be-
lieved to have passed several packages 
of what is believed to be cocaine. The 
drugs are being tested by the govern-
ment’s laboratory for confirmation.

The man is believed to have passed 
the drugs into the toilet in the deten-
tion centre but his attempts to flush the 
drugs failed as instead, the packages 
clogged the toilet. 

Immigration officials retrieved the 
packages and turned the man over to 
the police. It is believed that he will 
face at least two charges; importation 

of drugs and possession with intent to 
transfer.

The man was intercepted in Barba-
dos in 2017 attempting to smuggle 
drugs into that country. He was fined 
and deported immediately.

Health ministers from across the Caribbean are to utilize 
the available technology to strategize on how to deal with 
an outbreak of the deadly novel coronavirus.

Today, Minister of Health, Molwyn Joseph will join his 
counterparts Ministers of Health in the Caribbean region in 
participating in a virtual executive information session on 
the Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV). 

The Antigua and Barbuda team at the virtual conference 
will include the country’s Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Rhon-
da Sealey-Thomas. The session will also include all PAHO 
member states.

The Caribbean region to date, has had NO suspected cas-
es of the deadly virus that started affecting people in Wu-
han Province in the People’s Republic of China.

The Ministry of Health has adopted a proactive stance in 
its efforts to prevent the virus from spreading to Antigua 
and Barbuda. Several individuals who recently traveled to 
China have been quarantined and a cruise ship that was due 
to dock in St John’s last week was turned away.

Court appearance for ‘drug mule’

Health Ministers 
to discuss virus

cont’d on pg 5
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The police are expressing 
frustration at the frequency 
with which they are called 
to investigate cases where 
teenagers, especially girls, 
go missing from home for 
extended periods of time.

Police spokesman In-
spector Frankie Thomas 
expressed the sentiments 
while reporting that the 

teenage girl – 18-year old 
Zinajah Peters of All Saints 
Village – has been located. 
He said the girl returned 
home sometime after mid-
night Sunday morning. She 
was unharmed.

The police official report-
ed that the young woman, 
a student at the All Saints 
Secondary School who was 
reported missing since last 
week Wednesday, was said 
to have spent the time with 
a male companion in New 
Winthropes. 

He noted that while the 
young woman is not a mi-
nor the police nonetheless 
are carrying out an inves-
tigation to determine the 
circumstances under which 
she went ‘missing’ and to 
ensure that at no time did 
she encounter potential 
harm or danger.

Thomas feels that the 
parents ought to be more 
involved in their children’s 
lives and to take measures 

that will bring an end to 
these cases where teenage 
girls go ‘missing’. 

When this happens, he 
continued, the police are 
forced to divert much re-
sources to assist in locating 
these children and return 
them to their parents as soon 
as possible.

According to Thomas…
the police will not ‘throw 
up’ their hands in light of 
the current problem, but he 
noted that the law enforce-
ment agencies cannot tackle 
the problem by themselves. 
They need help from all in 
society.

Meanwhile, the elderly 
Buckley’s man, 70-year-
old George Attwood, whose 
family first reported him 
missing to the All Saints Po-

lice Station on Tuesday, is 
still missing.

Thomas said several 
search parties including fel-
low villagers and policemen 
have failed to locate the 
man.

MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2020
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Despite not showing any symptoms of the virus, the min-
istry reports that two females and three males have never-
theless been ordered quarantined for 14 days, in Antigua; 
the quarantine period has been proposed by the World 
Health Organization (WHO).  

Additionally, four Antigua and Barbuda students returned 
home and they too have been quarantined, although they 
were not near the epicenter of the disease. 

Meanwhile, the old Margetson Ward at the Holberton 
Hospital is to be repaired and retrofitted for both quaran-
tine and isolation. The ministry has also placed an order for 
additional masks, gloves and body suits to protect health 
workers, who have reportedly become victims of the virus 
in at least one country. 

The government has commended health professionals in 
Antigua and Barbuda who have been acting intelligently 
and skillfully to prepare the nation for every eventuality. 

cont’d from pg 4

Police express frustration

Zinajah Peters

George Attwood
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TALLINN, Republic of Es-
tonia – Antigua and Barbuda 
and the Republic of Estonia, 
last week established diplo-
matic relations during a vis-
it of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
High Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom, Her Excel-
lency Karen-Mae Hill .  High 
Commissioner Hill present-
ed her Letter of Credentials 
as Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of 
Antigua and Barbuda to Her 
Excellency Kersti Kaljulaid, 
President of the Republic of 
Estonia at the Kadriorg Pal-
ace during a two-day official 
visit.

In her presentation to Pres-
ident Kaljulaid, Ambassador 
Hill stated: “I am honoured 
and delighted to present my 
credentials to you, Your Ex-
cellency, as the first Ambas-
sador (non-resident) of Anti-
gua and Barbuda to Estonia 
and also the first female and 
youngest to do so. I also con-
vey warmest greetings to 
you from Prime Minister, the 
Honourable Gaston Browne 
and the Government of An-
tigua and Barbuda.  It is also 
a great privilege to represent 

the Government and people 
of Antigua and Barbuda as 
we seek to establish and grow 
our developmental, trade 
and investment, and cultural 
partnerships,” High Commis-
sioner Hill stated.

President Kaljulaid wel-
comed Ambassador Hill to 
Estonia and expressed how 
elated she is that formal re-
lations have been established 
following previous diplomat-
ic engagements. President 
Kaljulaid also reflected on 
her short stayover in Antigua 
while en route to a CAR-
ICOM Heads of Government 
Meeting in St. Kitts, recalling 
the delicious seafood, stun-
ning scenery, and warmth of 
the people. During the bilat-
eral engagement, Ambassa-
dor Hill noted that one for-
eign policy objective of the 
Government of Antigua and 
Barbuda is to establish rela-
tions with strategic partners 
who understand the particular 
challenges faced by small de-
veloping states. Both Ambas-
sador Hill and the President 
then engaged further on sub-
ject-matters such as trade and 
investment, climate change 

and resilience, gender and 
equality, education, derisking 
and blacklisting, information 
technology and e-Gover-
nance, and culture. 

Ambassador Hill arrived in 
the Estonian capital, Tallinn 
on 4 February and held dis-
cussions with Estonian offi-
cials and organisations. They 
met with the Director-Gen-
eral of Estonian Chamber of 
Commerce, Enterprise Esto-
nia, the Director of the Cyber 
Security Division of the In-
formation System Authority, 
the e-Governance Academy, 
and officials from the Min-
istries of Foreign Affairs and 
Education. The discussions 
centred on possible trade and 
investment initiatives, tour-
ism and marketing prospects, 
e-Governance and cyberse-
curity cooperation, scholar-
ship opportunities at Estonian 
universities, and cultural ex-
change programmes.

Also, Antiguan and Bar-
budan students at the Tallinn 
University of Technology, 
Shamaise Peters and Kaiszia 
Celestine had the opportu-
nity to meet with Ambas-
sador Hill. Her Excellency 

commended them for tak-
ing advantage of the educa-
tional opportunity to pursue 
higher education in Estonia 
and challenged them to push 
the boundaries of their goals 
while remaining committed 
to contributing to the devel-
opment of Antigua and Bar-
buda. 

The Republic of Estonia is 
a northern European country 
with a population of 1.3 mil-
lion. It is a member of the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), and currently sits 
as a non-permanent member 
of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC). After 
gaining independence from 
Soviet Russia in 1918 and 
again in 1991, Estonia rapid-
ly transformed into a devel-
oped country with a very high 
human development index 
being ranked 30 out of 189 
measures countries. Leading 
up to and after joining the EU 
in 2004, Estonia pioneered 
the digital revolution and 
e-governance and is as such 
today recognised as a glob-
al leader in information and 
communication technologies. 

Antigua & Barbuda and Estonia 
establish diplomatic relations
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Mounting backlog of cas-

es at the Industrial Court has 
moved the government to 
take steps to appointment a 
Vice President which is ex-
pected to help the court op-
erate more efficiently.

The House of Representa-
tives last Friday passed an 
amendment to the Industrial 
Court Act that provides for 
the appointment of a VP. 
This will allow for simul-
taneous sittings of the court 
to hear new cases as well as 
deal with the longstanding 
problem of backlogs in out-
standing cases.

Attorney General, Stead-
roy “Cutie” Benjamin noted 
that the current Industrial 
Court Act only provides for 
the appointment of a Presi-
dent of the Court who serves 

as its chairman during hear-
ings. Under the existing law, 
if the president of the court 
is absent then the court is 
not able to meet.

“This cannot continue 
in this day and age with so 
many cases being filed in 
the court. The amendment 
makes provision for the ap-
pointment of a vice presi-
dent who may then form 
his/her own court thus mak-
ing it possible for there to 
be concurrent meetings,” he 
explained.

He further explained that 
when the Labour Code was 
passed in 1975 the inten-
tion was to see the speedy 
resolution of matters and 
in 1976 when the Industri-
al Court came into being it 
was the understanding that 

where difficulties arise in 
industrial matters these will 
go before the court for reso-
lution expeditiously.

Unfortunately, accord-
ing to the attorney general, 
hearings of new cases be-
fore the court were recently 
suspended specifically to 

deal with the backlog. He 
reported that there are only 
five judgments now out-
standing.

The court is now expected 
to resume full operations, 
hearing new cases, as well 
as, continuing to tackle the 
backlog.

Industrial Court to get VP
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Selected areas of the city 
of St. John’s and two of its 
densely populated environs 
will be staging points for a 
major tsunami simulation 
exercise that will be con-
ducted tomorrow, Tuesday 
11th February 2020.

The disaster prepared-
ness drill is a collaboration 
between the National Of-
fice of Disaster Services 
(NODS) and the UNES-
CO-DIPECHO-CTIC Proj-
ect. 

UNESCO is a well-known 
abbreviation for the United 
Nations Educational, Sport-
ing and Cultural Organi-
zation, while DIPECHO 
stands for the European 
Union’s Disaster Prepared-
ness Programme, and CTIC 
is the Caribbean Tsunami 
Information Center.

The part of St. John’s that 
will be covered in tomor-
row’s exercise “stretches 
from South Street all the 
way to the area known as 
Back Street, and it also in-
cludes Point and Villa”, ac-
cording to Keithley Meade, 
the former Director of Me-

teorological Service who is 
now the UNESCO-CTIC 
consultant for Antigua and 
Barbuda.

The project is also being 
carried out in other Caricom 
territories, to wit, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Barbados, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, 
and the Dominican Repub-
lic.

“The whole point of it … 
is to seek tsunami readiness 
for some communities; so 
Point and Villa were chosen 
as pilot communities this 
time around. As the project 
continues, other commu-
nities will be targeted as 
well,” Meade explained. 

Similar exercises were 
last year held at Christian 
Hill in Bethesda and at the 
Multi-Purpose Center for 
the Gray’s Farm/Perry Bay 
areas and their environs.

Elaborating further, Me-
ade said tomorrow’s ex-
ercise “will involve some 
modelling … to see just 
where the inundation ar-
eas are; just how far up the 
water will come. And then, 
based on those, it can be de-

cided if those areas will be 
in trouble.”

Operating procedures that 
are to be applied in any such 
eventually will be tested as 
part of the exercise. Evacu-
ation maps will show where 
the water is expected to 
come in and the routes that 
evacuating residents should 
take in order to get out of 
the danger zones.

“They also show the as-
sembly areas where you are 
expected to go to. For in-
stance, if you are in the Vil-
la area, you are expected to 
go to the Princess Margaret 
School, which is considered 
a safe location based on the 
modelling that is done. If 
you are in the downtown 
area, you are expected to go 
up to Independence Avenue; 
or, if you are in the St. Mi-
chael’s area, to the Catholic 
church. 

“If you are in Point prop-
er, near the Deep Water Har-
bor area, or in other areas of 
St. John’s, you go up to the 
Anglican Cathedral. If you 
are in the Fort area, then 
you go up to areas near the 

Adelin Clinic or the St. An-
drews Church area. Persons 
who are participating in the 
drill, this is where we expect 
them to go, and signs will be 
placed to direct them,” Me-
ade stated.

The exercise is expect-
ed to get underway around 
11:00 a.m. tomorrow.

NODS director Philmore 
Mullin told Pointe Xpress 
that this time use will be 
made not only of the new 
inundation maps, but also 
the modelling capabilities 
made available by a univer-
sity in Italy.

He said this will provide 
an opportunity for those 
who have been trained “to 
see how they can apply the 
knowledge that has been 
shared with them. This will 
be analyzed and allow us to 
repackage, if necessary, the 
public information and edu-
cation programs specific to 
those communities.”

The St. John’s Cathedral 
has been selected as the 
Command Centre, where 
the officers controlling the 
exercise will be based.UNESCO-CITIC Consultant Keithley Meade.

NODS Director Philmore Mullin

Major tsunami simulation exercise tomorrow
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The government says it 
remains committed to fight-
ing the scourge of violence 
and harassment in the work-
place and in the wider world 
of work, and is encouraging 
others to do likewise.

Minister of Labour and 
Social Partnership Rela-
tions, Colin Jordan, gave 
this assurance reently while 
addressing the Barbados 
Employers Confederation’s 
(BEC) seminar on Violence 
in the Workplace at Court-
yard by Marriott Hotel, 
Hastings, Christ Church.

He told those gathered: 
“To bolster our efforts to 
foster sustainable economic 
growth, we need business-
es to be sustainable, com-
petitive and profitable, but 
this will not be achieved by 
workers who are affected 
by workplace violence and 
harassment. Violence and 
harassment in the work-
place … have the potential 
to affect a person’s psycho-
logical, physical or sexual 
health, dignity and family 
and social environment.

“We must also be cogni-
zant that violence and ha-
rassment can impact pro-
ductivity. It can actually 
decrease worker engage-
ment; contribute to a hostile 
environment, increase the 
level of absenteeism and 
worker turnover; and lead to 
a poor public image for the 

employing organization, in 
your case, your businesses.”

The Labour Minister stat-
ed that in recognizing the 
link between workers, and 
economic growth and devel-
opment, employers should 
feel “compelled to fervent-
ly and actively address any 
issues that negatively affect 
them”, and added that it 
would be “a wonderful day 
when employers, in the pub-
lic, private and third sectors 
take a proactive approach 
rather than reacting to things 
like laws and regulation and 
conventions”.

Jordan, while noting he 
had taken a special interest in 
the Convention on Violence 
and Harassment because it 
was an issue that had long 
plagued workplaces, said 
it was often more a case of 
harassment than violence. 
“It is now recognized as a 
health hazard.  It is a serious 
multi-faceted problem that 
affects not only the intended 
targets, but also colleagues, 
the entire workforce; it im-
pacts households; it impacts 
families, and therefore, it 
impacts communities,” he 
explained.

He pointed out that 
through the introduction of 
several pieces of labour leg-
islation, such as the Employ-
ment Sexual Harassment 
Prevention Act, the Safety 
and Health at Work Act and 

the Employment Rights Act, 
Barbadian workplaces had 
been made safer.

Jordan stated that the 
Ministry, having complet-
ed work on the Anti-dis-
crimination Bill, which will 
speak to the prevention of 
discrimination in the work-
place, would shortly submit 
this to Cabinet for approval, 
prior to it being laid in Par-
liament.

Jordan stressed too that 
while the pieces of legisla-
tion touch on aspects of the 
International Labour Orga-
nization’s (ILO) Violence 
and Harassment Conven-
tion (No. 190), their intent 
would not have specifically 
taken into consideration the 
broader definition of vio-
lence and harassment.

To this end, he noted that 
Government, along with 
employers, workers and the 
social partners in general, 
needed now to engage in 
discussion that would deter-
mine whether the provisions 
of the Convention are best 
served by amending exist-

ing legislation, or by the 
introduction of new legisla-
tion.

Participants in the seminar 
were encouraged to become 
familiar with the ILO Con-
vention, its provisions and 
requirements, adopted in 
June last year in Geneva.

Meanwhile, President of 
BEC, Yvonne Hall, urged 
employers to ensure they 
were equipped to deal with 
any eventuality.  She said: 
“We seem to be faced with 
a more aggressive society, 
which, when coupled with 
the harsh economic realities 
faced by Barbadians, could 
lead to increased workplace 
violence, including an in-
crease in robberies.

“While it has been re-
ported by police that major 
crime overall declined in 
2019, the level of violence 
in society is still of signif-
icant concern as it affects 
people from all walks of life 
in our society, and by exten-
sion the perception of our 
tourism product.” (Barba-
dos Today)

Barbados gov’t committed 
to fighting workplace 

violence and harassment
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Health officials have 
placed another Grenadian 
in quarantine, bringing to 
4, the total number of Gre-
nadians quarantined in the 
past week.

The latest traveller, iden-
tified as a student, left 
mainland China and landed 
at the Maurice Bishop Inter-
national Airport (MBIA), 
just after 9 pm on Saturday. 

On arrival, Ministry of 
Health personnel, port-
health, immigration and 
airport officials acted swift-
ly to isolate the individual 
from the general population 
at the arrival area.

In keeping with estab-
lished protocols, as soon as 
the aircraft landed, it was 
boarded by a port-health 
officer, who informed the 
flight’s captain of the con-
cern. The student was 
screened and interviewed 
by medical personnel.

A review of the student’s 
travel documents by im-
migration officials veri-
fied that the individual left 
mainland China on 7 Feb-
ruary 2020, hence the ex-
ecution of the mandatory 
quarantine order on arrival 
in Grenada.

Faced with a rising num-
ber of affected persons, chi-
na has enforced strict trav-
el restrictions, particularly 
from the area identified as 
the epicentre of the Coro-
navirus outbreak, to help 
contain the spread of the 
disease.

The Government of Gre-

nada has also taken proac-
tive steps to restrict travel 
to the country by persons 
who were at risk of expo-
sure to the virus within the 
last 14 days.

The World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) has since 
declared the Coronavirus 
outbreak, a Public Health 
Emergency of International 

Concern.
Meanwhile, Acting Chief 

Medical Officer, Dr Francis 
Martin explained that the 
measures currently being 
implemented by the Minis-
try of Health, are intended 
to safeguard the best health 
interest of all Grenadians. 

The Ministry of Health 
commends all frontline 

personnel engaged in this 
national public health re-
sponse, and reiterates its 
fullest support for them.

Health authorities are 
also reminding the general 
public, that while the risk is 
still low, they should con-
tinue to exercise caution 
and practice proper hy-
giene.

Regional News

By: Darren Bahaw Trinidad News Day
The charred body of a 30-year-old Diego 

Martin man was found in his home tied to 
a gas tank.

According to police, they received a re-
port of a house on fire at Plum Drive Ex-
tension, Second Drive, Bagatelle Road 
around 8.30 pm Friday.

After fire officers extinguished the blaze, 
they found the body of David Strubing.

His left arm was chained to a 20-pound 
gas tank, police said.

No motive has been established for his 
killing.

An autopsy will be done on Monday to 
determine a cause of death as police and 
the district medical officer could not say 
if Strubing was killed before his home set 
ablaze or if he died as a result of the arson 
attack.

Ministry of Health quarantines 
another person at Grenada’s airport

The student (right) was screened and interviewed by medical personnel.

Diego man home torched, 
victim chained to gas tank
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Global Witness has put out 
a report stating that Guyana is 
set to lose US$55B in value 
over 40 years, due to a poorly 
negotiated deal with Exxon-
Mobil for its right to continue 
exploring the 6.6 million-acre 
Stabroek Block.

But because that amount is 
so much, it may be difficult 
for one to fathom just how 
much money US$55B really 
is. 

To put it into perspective, 
like Global Witness did, 
Guyana’s 2019 budget was 
presented as $300B. 

That is about US$1.4B. 
When that is compared to 
what Guyana could lose 
(US$55B), it becomes clear 

that that money could impact 
Guyana’s budget 40 times.

In other words, US$55B 
could double Guyana’s bud-
get for the next 40 years. 
That amount of value, for ev-
ery Guyanese worker, would 
mean a doubling of all sala-
ries… for 40 years.

For every bridge, school, 
or other infrastructural proj-
ect Government undertook in 
2019, it could build 40 more 
of each with US$55B.

For every good or ser-
vice Government under-
took to fund, it could dou-
ble them for 40 years. 
Attorney-at-Law Christopher 
Ram had also sought to put 
the US$55B figure into per-

spective.
In a release to Kaieteur 

News, he wrote, “It means 
that at the national minimum 
public service pay of $70,000 
per month, this Government 
has given away 222 months’ 
or roughly 18 years and six 
months’ worth of earnings for 
every single man, woman and 
child in Guyana,” Ram said.

The attorney said that Pres-
ident David Granger should 
rethink his position on the 
‘sanctity’ of the Stabroek 
Block license granted to Exx-
onMobil and its partners, and 
renegotiate the “improper” 
agreement which was signed 
under the “strangest of cir-
cumstances”.

“He has a duty to this coun-
try to show leadership, com-
monsense, strength, patrio-
tism – a duty to restore… our 
patrimony which his Govern-
ment meekly surrendered,” 
Ram wrote in a letter.

The firm, Global Witness, 
commissioned to conduct the 
analysis, OpenOil, has re-
leased a report and a detailed 
economic model to support 
the (US$55B) figure. 

The firm assumed a US$65 
price per barrel of oil for 7.9B 
barrels of oil. 

That extended over the 
fiscal terms of the Stabroek 
Block deal, determines that 

Guyana would get about 
US$168B.

Then, it came up with fiscal 
terms it considers in keeping 
with industry norms, what 
would be called a fair deal, 
and found that that would get 
Guyana US$223B. 

The difference between 
those two shows that Guy-
ana could lose US$55B. 
In its report, OpenOil in pro-
viding its detailed economic 
model for public scrutiny, has 
acknowledged the potential 
variance in the oil price. 

Nevertheless, its projec-
tions show that the loss for 
Guyana is very likely to be in 
the vicinity of tens of billions 
of US dollars.

When OpenOil reached out 
for ExxonMobil to comment 
on its projections, its Guyana 
Country Manager, Rod Hen-
son, responded with a letter, 
rejecting the firm’s calcula-
tions.

Supporters of the deal, 
including Government of-
ficials, have touted a recent 
Rystad report which states 
Guyana will get 60 percent 
of oil revenues, instead of 
52 percent, as calculated by 
OpenOil. 

However, unlike OpenOil, 
Rystad’s figures are unjusti-
fied, since it has not published 
its economic model.

US$55B Could double every 
Guyanese worker’s salary 

for the next 40 years
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) 

President Donald Trump will pro-
pose cutting billions of dollars in U.S. 
foreign aid in his fiscal 2021 budget 
while seeking an increase in funds to 
counter developing economic threats 
from China and Russia, senior admin-
istration officials told Reuters.

Trump, a Republican, sought in 
his budget proposal last year to slash 
foreign aid but faced steep resistance 
from Congress and did not prevail. 

His latest budget, which will be re-
leased on Monday, is a blueprint for 
his spending proposals that is unlikely, 
again, to be passed, particularly in an 
election year. 

Trump will seek to make a 21% cut 
in foreign aid in the proposal, which 
seeks $44.1 billion in the upcoming 
fiscal year compared with $55.7 bil-
lion enacted in fiscal year 2020, an ad-
ministration official said. 

Aid to Ukraine would remain at its 
2020 levels under the new proposal, 
the official said. Trump was acquit-
ted last week of impeachment charges 
that he withheld aid to Ukraine to spur 
Kiev to investigate political rival Joe 
Biden, a Democratic presidential can-
didate and former U.S. vice president. 

Administration officials told Reuters 
that Trump would request an increase 
in funding for the U.S. Internation-
al Development Finance Corporation 
(DFC) to $700 million compared to 
$150 million the previous year. 

The DFC was formed in large part 
to counter China’s growing economic 
influence. It serves as a development 
bank that partners with the private 
sector to provide loans in developing 
countries. It also serves as an alterna-

tive financing option to what the Unit-
ed States sees as predatory practices 
from China. 

U.S. officials want to counter the soft 
power China has wielded with such 
loans and help countries avoid what 
they consider Beijing’s “debt trap” 
diplomacy in which countries give up 
control ports, roadways or other major 
assets when they fund infrastructure 
projects with Chinese loans that they 
cannot pay back. 

“Every country knows the draw-
backs of working with autocratic 
governments,” said Adam Boehler, 
the DFC’s chief executive, in an in-
terview, listing poor infrastructure as 

one consequence developing countries 
faced. “There are very few countries 
in this world that wouldn’t prefer the 
American private capital market...
That’s what we represent.” 

The increased budget funding would 
help counter economic threats and was 
in line with Congress’s bipartisan wish 
the agency would have such resources, 
he said. 

He said part of the agency’s money 
would be oriented to driving 5G tech-
nology in developing countries. 

The budget also proposes $1.1 bil-
lion for cybersecurity efforts by the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Trump proposes 21% cut in U.S. foreign 
aid in budget proposal - officials

U.S. President Donald Trump speaks to reporters as he departs for travel to North Caroli-
na from Washington, U.S. February 7, 2020. REUTERS/Jonathan Ernst
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BEIJING (AP) — China’s 
virus death toll rose by 89 
on Sunday to 811, passing 
the number of fatalities in 
the 2002-2003 SARS epi-
demic, but fewer new cases 
were reported in a possible 
sign its spread may be slow-
ing as other nations stepped 
up efforts to block the dis-
ease.

Some 2,656 new virus 
cases were reported in the 
24 hours ending at midnight 

China’s virus death toll 
surpasses SARS but 

new cases fall

A traffic policeman adjusts his mask on a street in Beijing, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020. China’s 
coronavirus death toll on Sunday have surpassed the number of fatalities in the 2002-2003 SARS 
epidemic, but fewer new cases were reported in a possible sign its spread may be slowing as other 
nations step up efforts to block the disease. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)

Voters in Switzerland have backed 
a proposal to make discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation and sex-
ual identity illegal.

The result - 63.1% in favour to 
36.9% against - is a huge boost for 
Switzerland’s LGBT community.

It had argued Swiss law on the issue 
lagged far behind other countries in 
Europe. Opponents of the new law ar-
gued it could restrict free speech. 

In Switzerland, discrimination be-
cause of race or religion is already il-
legal.

In the run up to the vote, campaign-
ers had said they thought the result 
would be tight, and that a yes vote of 
more than 60% was unlikely.

Sunday’s outcome shows pub-
lic opinion is far more receptive to 
strengthening anti-discrimination leg-

islation than analysts had predicted.
Pink Cross Switzerland said: “The 

result proves a strong sign of accep-
tance for lesbians, gays and bisexuals. 
After the clear yes, the LGBTI com-
munity will use this momentum to 
achieve the consistent implementation 
of the penal code and to enforce mar-
riage equality.”

A bill to legalise same-sex marriage 
is currently on its way through parlia-
ment.

“Many Swiss people tend to overrate 
how modern our country is,” explains 
Anna Rosenwasser of the Swiss Lesbi-
an Organisation. 

She points out that on the Rainbow 
Map of 49 countries’ respect for LGBT 
rights, Switzerland ranks just 23rd. “It 
might be rich, but it’s really not mod-
ern yet. We have no laws concerning 

public discrimination based on sexual 
orientation.”

To support her argument that the 
lack of legal protection causes harm to 
the gay community, Ms Rosenwasser 
cites suicide rates: “Amongst queer 
people in Switzerland, it is five times 
higher compared to heterosexual peo-
ple. That’s quite something, it shows 
how we are not feeling safe yet.”

Switzerland votes in favour 
of LGBT protection bill

The proposal to make discrimination 
on the grounds of sexual identity or 
orientation illegal has proved controversial

cont’d on pg 19
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Saturday, most of them in 
the central province of Hu-
bei, where the first patients 
fell sick in December. That 
was down by about 20% 
from the 3,399 new cases 
reported in the previous 24-
hour period.

“That means the joint 
control mechanism of dif-
ferent regions and the strict 
prevention and control 
measures have worked,” a 
spokesman for the Nation-
al Health Commission, Mi 
Feng, said at a news confer-
ence.

Also Sunday, new cas-
es were reported in Japan, 
South Korea, Vietnam, Ma-
laysia, the U.K. and Spain. 

More than 360 cases have 
been confirmed outside 
mainland China. 

“Dramatic reductions” 
in the pace of the dis-
ease’s spread should begin 
this month if containment 
works, said Dr. Ian Lip-
kin, director of Columbia 
University’s Center for In-
fection and Immunity. He 
assisted the World Health 
Organization and Chinese 
authorities during the out-
break of SARS, or severe 
acute respiratory syndrome.

Warmer weather will re-
duce the virus’s ability to 
spread and bring people out 
of enclosed spaces where 
it is transmitted more easi-
ly, Lipkin said in an online 

news conference. However, 
he said, if new cases spike 
as people return to work af-
ter the Lunar New Year hol-
iday, which was extended to 
reduce the risk of spreading 
the virus, then “we’ll know 
we’re in trouble.”

The new U.K. case was 
the nation’s fourth, while 
Spain reported its second, as 
European authorities sought 
to contain the spread of the 
virus by tracking down peo-
ple who came into contact 
with those infected. 

Both of the new cases 
were acquired during trips 
to France, officials said.

The new U.K. case is a 
known contact of a previ-
ously confirmed case there, 

the country’s Chief Medi-
cal Officer Professor Chris 
Whitty said, adding that ex-
perts “continue to work hard 
tracing patient contacts.”

In Spain, authorities were 
working to identify every-
one who came into contact 
with a British man whose 
case was detected in Mal-
lorca, a popular vacation 
island in the Mediterranean 
Sea, Spain’s National Mi-
crobiology Center said. 

The fatality toll passed the 
774 people believed to have 
died of SARS, another viral 
outbreak that originated in 
China. The total of 37,198 
confirmed cases of the new 
virus vastly exceeds the 
8,098 sickened by SARS.

cont’d from pg 18
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NAKHON RATCHASI-
MA, Thailand (AP) — As 
mourning began for the 
victims of Thailand’s worst 
mass shooting, the country 
counted its losses: a moth-
er shot dead at the wheel of 
her car as her son sat beside 
her, a 13-year-old student 
gunned down as he was rid-
ing his motorbike home and 
more than two dozen other 
people.

Authorities said the attack 
was carried out by a single 
gunman — a disgruntled 
soldier who opened fire on 
strangers before he was fa-
tally shot Sunday at a shop-
ping mall. Another 58 peo-
ple were wounded.

The dead were mourned 
Sunday night in Nakhon 
Ratchasima, a hub for Thai-
land’s relatively poor and 
rural northeastern region. 
More than 1,000 people 
turned up for the vigil led 
by Buddhist monks. 

They lit candles and 
prayed and chanted in the 
town square featuring a stat-
ue of Thao Suranari, a gov-
ernor’s wife who is revered 
for leading troops against 
invaders from Laos two 

centuries ago.
Officials said the gunman 

was angry over a financial 
dispute with his command-
ing officer. He made Col. 
Anantarote Krasae his first 
victim before stealing guns 
from an army camp and 
heading to the mall, shoot-
ing wildly along the way at 
people inside and outside 
the building.

The attacker was identi-
fied as Sgt. Maj. Jakrapanth 
Thomma, who holed him-
self up in the Terminal 21 
Korat, an airport-themed 
mall filled with colorful 
Lego sculptures, a merry-
go-round and huge replicas 
of landmarks from around 

the world.
After most mall employ-

ees and shoppers were 
evacuated, a joint police and 
military team hunted down 
the gunman and killed him.

“This incident was un-
precedented in Thailand,” 
Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha told reporters 
as he gave a casualty count 
after visiting the victims in 
hospitals. By the end of the 
day, the toll had risen to 29 
people killed.

The death toll surpassed 
Thailand’s last major attack 
on civilians, a 2015 bomb-
ing at Bangkok’s Erawan 
Shrine that was allegedly 
carried out by human traf-

fickers who killed 20.
“I hope this is the only 

one and the last incident and 
that it never happens again. 
No one wants this to hap-
pen. It could be because of 
this person’s mental health 
in this particular moment,” 
Prayuth said.

He said he was worried 
that people inside the mall 
could be accidentally hit by 
bullets fired by police, but 
added, “I have checked, that 
didn’t happen.”

Video taken outside the 
mall showed people diving 
for cover as shots rang out. 
Many were killed outside 
the mall, some in cars and 
others while walking.

Thailand mourns victims of country’s
deadliest mass shooting

Armed commando soldiers carry a person out of Terminal 21 Korat mall in Nakhon Ratchasima, 
Thailand, Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020. (AP Photo/WasonWanichakorn)
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LONDON (AP) — Storm 
Ciara battered the U.K. and 
northern Europe with hurri-
cane-force winds and heavy 
rains Sunday, halting flights 
and trains and producing 
heaving seas that closed 
down ports. Soccer games, 
farmers’ markets and cul-
tural events were canceled 
as authorities urged mil-
lions of people to stay in-
doors, away from falling 
tree branches.

Named by the U.K. Met 
Office weather agency, 
the storm brought massive 
gusts that hit 93 mph (150 
mph) at the northern Welsh 
village of Aberdaron and 
86 mph (138 kph) at the 
Welsh town of Capel Curig. 
A British Airways plane is 
thought to have made the 
fastest ever flight by a con-
ventional airliner from New 
York to London. 

The fierce winds pro-
pelled a Boeing 747-436 to 
make the 3,500-mile trans-
atlantic journey from New 
York to London in just 4 
hours and 56 minutes, land-
ing 102 minutes early and 
reaching a top speed of 825 
mph (1,327 kph), according 
to flight tracking website 
Flightradar24. Two Virgin 
Airlines flights also roared 
across the Atlantic, with all 
three smashing the previous 
subsonic New York-to-Lon-
don record of 5 hours and 
13 minutes, Flightradar24 
reported.

Storm surges ate away at 
beaches and pounded rock 
cliffs and cement docks. 
The Met Office issued 190 
emergency flood warnings 
and urged people not to try 
to drive through flooded 
roads. Residents in the town 
of Appleby-in-Westmorland 
in northwest England bat-
tled to protect their homes 
amid severe flooding as the 
River Eden burst its banks.

Three people were injured 
after a pub roof partially 
collapsed Saturday evening 
in the city of Perth in central 
Scotland. 

At least 10 rail compa-

nies in Britain sent out “do 
not travel” warnings, while 
nearly 20 others told pas-
sengers to expect extensive 
delays. 

The strong winds dam-
aged electrical wires and 
littered train tracks with 
broken tree limbs and other 
debris, including a family 
trampoline.

London’s Heathrow Air-
port and several airlines 
consolidated flights Sun-
day to reduce the number 
cancelled by heavy winds. 
British Airways offered to 
rebook customers for do-
mestic and European flights 

out of Heathrow, Gatwick 
and London City airports. 
Virgin Airlines canceled 
some flights.

Lufthansa airlines said 
there would be numerous 
cancellations and delays be-
ginning Sunday afternoon 
and running until at least 
Tuesday morning. The air-
line plans to keep operat-
ing long-haul flights at its 
main Frankfurt hub. Eurow-
ings, a budget subsidiary of 
Lufthansa, canceled most 
flights for the duration of 
the storm.

Brussels Airport also saw 
delays or cancellations.

Hurricane-force winds pound UK 
and Europe, upend travel

Waves crash over the harbour and a lighthouse, as Storm Ciara hits Newhaven, on the south coast of England, 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020. Trains, flights and ferries have been cancelled and weather warnings issued across the 
United Kingdom and in northern Europe as the storm with winds expected to reach hurricane levels batters the 
region. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham)
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Victory for Marlon 
George, Kareem Doherty 
and Leon “Kuma” Rodney 
in the Antigua and Barbuda 
Golf Association Fun Day 
Championship at Cedar 
Valley on Sunday.

The trio outlasted a star 
studded field to win an 
eighteen hole scramble 
tournament as they com-
bined to win the gross sec-
tion with a score of 61.

For their successful ef-
forts they took home the 
top prize of EC$1000.

Success too for Tony 
Edwards, Eldine Baptiste 
and Akeem Edwards who 
swung their way to honors 
in the Net Division as they 
came home ahead of their 

rivals with a score of 56.
They too were awarded 

EC$1000.
Individually, there were 

prizes for Ski Anthony who 
won the long drive com-
petition while Beckham 
Clarke, Eugene Silcott, 
Eldine Baptiste, Connie 
Nicholas and Ralph Francis 
were awarded vouchers for 
winning the closest to the 
pin contests.

Sponsorship for the event 
came from Sir Viv Rich-
ards, Kuma Rodney, Eigh-
teen Plus One Restaurant, 
Digicel, Dane Mellanson, 
Tony Edwards and Joseph 
“Colo”  Warner.

Thirty players took part 
in the exercise.

Kuma and Friends Win At Golf
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Sandals/Inet Grenades 
have opened up a six point 
lead at the top of the stand-
ings in the Harney Motors 
and Flow sponsored Anti-
gua and Barbuda Football 
Association Premier Divi-
sion.

Playing in Sunday’s fea-
ture showdown, the league 
leaders pulled off a hard 
fought, come from behind 
2-1 victory over their near-
est rivals, Cool and Smooth/
A.C Delco Greenbay Hop-
pers.

Yoandir Puga Estavez 
had given Hoppers the ear-
ly advantage from the pen-
alty spot but that was all 
that went right for the town 
men as Jairo Escobar found 
the equalizer for Grenades 

before Blake Thompson 
sealed the three points late 
in the second half.

Meanwhile Swetes came 
from a goal down to spank 
Parham 3-1, in Sunday’s 
second fixture as Vincentian 
import Azhino Solomon hit 
home twice with one of his 
efforts being described as 
the goal of the season while 
Carl Osbourne scored the 
other.

Darien James had given 
Parham the lead earlier.

In Sunday’s opening en-
counter Ottos Rangers had 
the better of All Saints Unit-
ed by a 3-2 score thanks to 
Lloyd Jeremy who hit the 
back of the net twice and 
teammate Javier Lee who 
added the other for the vic-

tors.
Carlos Title and Kenijah 

Challenger scored for All 
Saints. 

Twenty four hours earlier, 

Five Islands and defending 
champions Liberta Black-
hawks played to a 1-1 draw 
and in Saturday night’s fea-
ture matchup and former 
champions Old Road edged 
Pigotts Bullets 1-nil.

So after the latest round 
of matches, the standings 
are as follows, Grenades 
are leading on 26 points, 
Hoppers are second on 20, 
Ottos Rangers follow with 
19, Swetes and Old Road 
both have 18 while Liber-
ta are in mid table with 16. 
Bullets 14, All Saints Unit-
ed 13, Five Islands 11 and 
Parham on 6 complete the 
table.

Grenades edge Hoppers 
in top-of-the-table clash


