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Governor-General Sir Rodney Williams surrounded by the 20 recipients of the Sir Rodney Williams Alvin Morris Award. (Photo cour-
tesy Photogenesis) Story on Page 3.

IMMIGRATION 
OFFICERS SCOLDED

Story on Page 3

Awarding excellence
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Its February and the An-
tigua and Barbuda Repara-
tions Support Commission 
(ABRSC) has joined in the 
recognition of February as 
Black History month.

The recognition comes with 
the vision that the history 
of the African people on the 
continent and in the Diaspora 
must inform our present day 
decision making as we seek 
to protect our independence.

In a statement issued earlier 
this week, the committee said, 
“We re-emphasise that the 
history of Africa and its peo-
ples did not start with the Eu-
ropean invasion and its trade 
in the captured and enslaved. 

It’s a history of greatness that 
can inspire our youth; it is a 
history of knowledge in the 
sciences – mathematics, as-
tronomy, architecture among 
others; it is a history of cre-
ativity in language, in art, in 
political organization and 
governance; it is a history that 
that detail the gory details of 
resistance and sacrifice in the 
struggle for the freedoms of 
human rights.”

The Committee said, the 
history of African people 
presently engages the twen-
ty-first century conscious 
efforts of many – in govern-
ment and its institutions; in 
the non-governmental or-

ganizations, in academia, 
in business, to intensify the 
racial bonds across the conti-
nent, and across the continent 
and the Diaspora. 

“The call for reparations 
from the governments of Eu-
rope for the underdevelop-
ment of the continent and the 
Caribbean has been a catalyst 
promoting the deepening of 
kinship and all other relation-
ships,” the Committee said.

The main event for Black 
History Month in Antigua 
and Barbuda, according to 
the  ABRSC, is a seminar for 
history teachers to be staged 
in the middle of the month. 

“We have collaborated with 

the Centre for Reparation Re-
search (CRR)/Jamaica which 
shares the expertise of its af-
filiate Ms Nattecia Bohards-
ingh, history graduate of the 
University of the West Indies 
and attorney-at-law to lead 
deliberations at the seminar. 

She is an advocate for cul-
tural rights and the rights of 
vulnerable population and 
is on a journey to promoting 
the ideals of justice, human 
rights and dignity. History is 
an important subject in her 
mission.”

In 2019, the ABRSC partic-
ipated in media programmes 
and in exhibitions at the Villa 
and Pigott’s Primary Schools. 

Comptroller of Customs Raju Bod-
du has confirmed the payment of some 
six months of overtime to his team 
members, but he couldn’t speak to the 
amount that was actually paid. 

Speaking to PointeXpress on Tues-
day, Boddu said he was pleased with 
the disbursement but was not necessar-
ily in the know on the extent to which 
that payment has affected his team.

“It is six months of over time. It is 
tagged to a number of overtime. I can 
only tell the period for which was in 
arrears,” Boddu said.

In a media release earlier this week, 
government said it had “honoured its 
commitment to pay officers they’re 
overtime by January.”

The payment was made during the 
past week; however, government is 

still struggling to meet its abolition to 
the Festivals Commission related pay-
ments, particularly as it relates to Car-
nival and the like.

But it is however convinced that it 
is “reducing significantly the …debt 
to the officers who have been tireless-
ly working to ensure revenues are col-
lected and that the country’s borders 
are protected.”

“I can’t tell you the amount. Trea-
sury would have that figure. It is not 
one officer, its multiple officers. The 
over time is not a standard amount, it 
is dependent on the work done and the 
claims made,” Boddu said.

In the government release, Boddu 
reiterated his “profound appreciation” 
to the government, cabinet and the en-
tire team in the Ministry of Finance.

There are some nine months out-
standing in overtime payment, ac-
cording to the Comptroller, but he was 
however pleased on behalf of his team 
for the bulk of the wages having been 
received. 

When asked about the category of 
workers who would have benefit-
ed most from the remittance, Boddu 
could not say.

“It is not a simple answer and we 
don’t have the details of those pay-
ments. We would’ve made the claims 
but… payment covered everyone 
across the customs body,” the Comp-
troller said.

In his budget 2020 presentation, 
Prime Minister and Minister of Fi-
nance Gaston Browne announced a 
series of payments to reduce the gov-
ernment backlog in outstanding debt 
to employee and suppliers across the 
country.

ABRSC to host workshop for history teachers 

Customs finally paid 
overtime, but how much?
Comptroller uncertain
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It has been twenty one (21) 
years since the passing of for-
mer educator Alvin Morris 
and the twenty first year since 
Sir Rodney Williams has pre-
sented the plaque in memo-
ry of the late educator to the 
top Information Technology 
Student at the Antigua Girls’ 
High School.

 The late Alvin Morris was 
a dedicated Mathematics 
and Information Technology 
Teacher who taught at the 
Antigua Girls High School 
for many years. He had great 
interest in his students and 
wanted them to have the best 
possible results.As such,Mr. 
Morris used to stay at school 
very late in the evenings to 
prepare for his classes and to 
grade assignments so the stu-
dents could have ready feed-
back to improve on any weak 
areas. One evening in April 
1999, while he was grading 
SBA’s for his Form Five Stu-
dents on compound of the 

Antigua Girls High School, 
a savage individual attacked 
and killed him.  His body 
was found on the grounds of 
the school on the morning 
of April 06, 1999. He was 
snatched from this life at the 
age of 32. Sadly, no one has 
been convicted for his death.

The late Alvin Morris was 
also a national sports fig-
ure. He played cricket for 
Antigua and the Leeward 
Islands. He was a prolific 
batsman and spin bowler. 
Upon the recommendation of 
the then Minister of Educa-
tion, the Honourable Rodney 
Williams, and in recognition 
of his sterling contribution 
to the Antigua Girls High 
School, an annual award was 
instituted in his honour. 

The Sir Rodney Williams 
Alvin Morris Award was pre-
sented today at the Antigua 
Girls’ High School Anniver-
sary Service to 20 students 
who all took the top position 

in the school at the 2019 CXC 
Information Technology SEC 
Examinations. Each student 
was presented with a pin and 

their names engraved on a 
perpetual plaque. The service 
was held at the St. John’s An-
glican Cathedral.

Immigration officers who make it a 
practice to treat non-nationals unfairly 
have been put on notice that such ac-
tions will no longer be tolerated.

Speaking in parliament on Tuesday, 
Foreign Affairs, Immigration and Trade 
Minister, Hon. E. P Chet Greene, said 
he has received several reports from 
members of the non-national communi-
ty who speak of bad experiences at the 
Immigration Department.

According to Greene the reports in-
clude allegations that some non-nation-
als have been told to ‘go back where 
you come from’. 

He said the policy of the government 

is that all persons, irrespective of their 
origin, should be treated equally at the 
department and he is asking that further 
reports of ill-treatment should be re-
ported directly to him as ‘the buck stops 
with me’.

“What currently obtains at the Immi-
gration cannot continue. We want a pro-
fessionally run Department where the 
policies of the government are carried 
out by all officers,” Greene declared.

The minister repeated a warning is-
sued to immigration officers last year 
when he told them that if they do not 
meet the requirements of the depart-
ment, they should request transfers to 

other areas within the public sector. 
“We will not tolerate a situation where 

there’s mounting complaints about the 
behavior of immigration officers in 
their interaction with the public, espe-
cially those from within the Caribbean 
region,” Greene stated.

He added that these individuals chose 
to live in Antigua, that they pay their 
dues and are integrating within the so-
ciety.

On another note, the minister new 
uniforms for the staff at the department 
will be available soon.  This is part of 
efforts to improve conditions for the 
staff.

Immigration officers scolded

Governor General presents the Sir Rodney Williams 
Alvin Morris Memorial Award to AGHS recipients
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Senator Knackecynta 
Nedd will today be con-
firmed in the post of Par-
liamentary Secretary in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries.

The appointment comes 
on the heels of the recent 
appointment of new Minis-
ter of Agriculture Samantha 
Marshall, after a failed stint 
by predecessor Dean Jonas.

Speaking with PointeX-
press on Tuesday, Senator 
Nedd - who has grown con-
siderably in the political are-
na over the past year - said 
she was pleased with the “up-
grade”, but was particularly 
focused on ironing out the is-
sues that have challenged the 
ministry over the past years 
and intends to work closely 
with the team to ensure that 
a common ground was es-
tablished in the interest of 

nation and personal building.
Senator Nedd’s will re-

ceive her instruments of ap-
pointment today at the Gov-
ernment House.

“It means that I am now 
surrounded by professionals 
that are experienced in the 
political arena and it means 
that I have to learn from 
them quickly,” Nedd told 
PointeXpress.

The young Senator will, 
on top of this appointment, 
continue to operate in the in-
terest of Barbuda - her native 
island - managing its affairs 
on behalf of the sitting gov-
ernment. Delivering Barbu-
da from its current econom-
ic and social standing is of 
paramount importance, she 
said.

“It also means that I will 
get exposure to the work – 
the administrative work of 

governance,” she said, add-
ing that her role will not be 
restricted to the interest of 
Barbuda, but rather incor-
porate [fairly] the interest of 
both Antigua and Barbuda.

“This is how it should be. 
I am now the Senator with 
responsibility for Barbuda 
but [also] the Parliamentary 
Secretary with responsibility 
for Agriculture and Fisheries 
in both islands,” Nedd said.

He role, as she explains, 
will see the lending of sup-
port to the new Minister 
Samantha Marshall, who al-
ready has a full plate of port-
folios. 

“The minister will take the 
lead and I will follow closely 
behind. [But] when it comes 
to Barbuda affairs, she has 
given me the lead and she 
will follow closely behind,” 
Nedd said confidently - not-
ing that her new team lead-
er has made it “pretty easy 
in terms of what we need to 
accomplish in the short and 
long term.”

These short to long term 
goals are along the lines of 
both policy and industrial 
relations, where the mandate 

of the nation is accomplished 
and the comfort and stability 
of those charged with the ex-
ecution of this mandate are 
relaxed.

“There are a lot of areas that 
have not been given enough 
attention. There is a log of 
infrastructural upgrades that 
have to be done… and we 
are going to be looking at 
that. On the admin side, the 
staff feel their cries weren’t 
being addressed and we have 
vowed to address those. You 
just need to assure the work-
ers [but] we are not going to 
make promises that we can’t 
keep,” Nedd said.

Aside from her Agricultur-
al duties, Nedd said she has 
begun the process of arrang-
ing a sit-down with the Bar-
buda Council. 

This is to take place as 
soon as the Budget Debate 
has concluded, and comes 
with the aim of establishing 
“a foundation” on plans for 
the sister isle going forward, 
and – specifically – how the 
affairs of the island are in-
tended to be handled.

“It is the first time in years 
that a government office is 
not restricted to a particu-
lar ministry. It encompasses 
Barbuda affairs on a whole,” 
Senator Nedd said.

A letter is currently being 
drafted to ensure this sit-
down takes place.

Senator Nedd will be 
sworn in as the Parliamenta-
ry Secretary to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries 
today.

Local News
Nedd, point guard for Ministry of Agriculture, 

Barbuda Affairs …confirmation today at Gov’t House

Senator Knackecynta Nedd
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Antigua & Barbuda had strong rep-
resentation and participation at the 
XIV Regional Conference on Women 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The Regional Conference is a subsid-
iary body of the Economic Commis-
sion for Latin America and the Carib-
bean (ECLAC) convened triennially 
to identify the situation of women’s 
autonomy and rights at the regional 
and sub-regional levels. The Confer-
ence, conducted in collaboration with 
UN Women, considers present public 
policy recommendations for gender 
equality, undertakes periodic assess-
ments of the activities carried out in 
fulfillment of regional and internation-
al plans and agreements on the subject 
and serves as a forum for debates on 
relevant issues.

Antigua & Barbuda was represented 
by Hon. Minister of Social Transfor-
mation, Human Resource Develop-
ment, Youth and Gender Affairs, Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Barbuda Affairs, 
Samantha Marshall, and Executive Di-
rector, Directorate of Gender Affairs, 
Farmala Jacobs.

A highlight of the meeting was An-
tigua and Barbuda’s re-election to 
the Presiding Officers Board for the 
Regional Conference on Women for 
Latin America and the Caribbean. An-
tigua and Barbuda will serve as Vice 
President on the board alongside Ar-
gentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 
Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nic-
aragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname 
and Uruguay under the Presidency of 
Chile. The board will act as the prepa-
ratory body for the upcoming Region-
al Conference on Women for Latin 
America and the Caribbean to be held 
in Argentina in 2022 and coordinate to 
manage many of the important review 
processes starting in 2020.

Additionally, Minister Marshall pre-
sented on several high-level panels 

and side events on the Montevideo 
Strategy and the Implementation of the 
Regional Gender Agenda within the 
Sustainable Development Framework 
by 2030, focusing on the specific pri-
orities and concerns of the Caribbean, 
women in leadership and innovative 
solutions to address climate change 
and promote women’s economic em-
powerment in a changing region.

Minister Marshall joined with the 
organizers of the conference in recog-
nizing that the year 2020 is a pivotal 
one for accelerating the realization of 
gender equality and the autonomy of 
all women and girls in the region. She 
highlighted the lived experiences and 
vulnerabilities of Small Island Devel-
oping States like Antigua and Barbu-
da, who stand on the frontline of the 
climate crisis and reiterated that these 
international commitments must serve 
us all well.

“The reality is, as we try to fulfill our 
commitments to the international and 
regional “gender agenda” and advo-
cate for more recognition and stronger 
voices in these spaces, we are being 
faced with challenges that have been 
described as “unfamiliar, unprece-
dented and urgent.” We are constantly 
considering whether we will be im-
pacted by tropical storms, hurricanes, 
droughts, floods, earthquakes and or 
tsunamis”, highlighted Minister Mar-
shall.

“We need fiscal and policy space, 
access to financing, technical support, 
new technologies, the creation of new 
industries, and a new national develop-
ment pathway to achieve sustainable 
development. We need solidarity and 
support from an international commu-
nity that understands and recognizes 
our unique needs and realities.”

In response to the presentation made 
by the Caribbean Panel, Alicia Bárce-
na, ECLAC’s Executive Secretary, 
highlighted the need for Latin Ameri-
ca to make a very firm commitment to 

stand in solidarity with the Caribbean 
in many fronts, especially considering 
the vulnerability of the Caribbean to 
climate change. She also spoke about 
concrete measures that UN ECLAC 
is promoting to support Small Island 
Developing States. These include a 
debt for climate adaptation swap ini-
tiative and the creation of a resilience 
fund for each country to manage, as 
well as an appeal to the international 
community to agree for Small Island 
Developing States to have free access 
to technology for innovative solutions 
to the unique challenges posed by cli-
mate change.

At a side event hosted by ParlAmer-
icas in collaboration with PAHO, UN 
Women, CIM, UNDP, UN ECLAC, 
CIWIL, CAF, BID and CLADEM and 
the government of Canada, Antigua 
and Barbuda’s Support and Referral 
Centre and the Sexual Offences Model 
Court were highlighted as good prac-
tices in the Caribbean region to ad-
dress gender-based violence. In her re-
marks, Minister Marshall signaled the 
need for women in leadership to create 
spaces to promote the leadership and 
participation of younger women in de-
cision-making.

Antigua and Barbuda elected to Presiding Officers Board at 
Women for Latin America and the Caribbean Conference

Hon. Minister of Social Transformation, 
Human Resource Development, Youth 
and Gender Affairs, Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Barbuda Affairs, Samantha Marshall
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Trinidad and Tobago is 
poised to participate in the 
exploitation of hydrocarbons 
in marine areas off the Guy-
ana-Suriname basin should 
its efforts to extend the lim-
its of its Continental Shelf be 
successful.

He made this disclosure 
earlier this week at the open-
ing Ceremony of Trinidad 
and Tobago’s Energy Confer-
ence, PM Dr. Keith Rowley 
said that the country’s claim 
is to be presented to the Unit-
ed Nations Commission this 
year and if successful, would 
extend the country’s mari-
time jurisdiction seawards to 
areas in proximity to the oil 
rich Guyana-Suriname Basin.

The Prime Minister was 
keen to note that exploration 
successes for oil and gas, 
particularly in Guyana, have 
radically changed the percep-
tion as well as interest in the 
region. Dr. Rowley said that 
the region, with justification, 
is now being heralded as the 
next major oil and gas prov-
ince. 

He said that this has gener-
ated unprecedented interest 
by upstream companies in the 
region. Guyana has been the 
main recipient of investment 
in exploration and develop-
ment by these companies, he 
added.

It is estimated that the dis-
coveries in Guyana hold 
cumulative recoverable re-
sources of over eight billion 
barrels of oil equivalent.

And spurred on by this 
Guyana success, Dr. Rowley 

noted that there is exploration 
activity along the length and 
breadth of the Caribbean and 
with some success. In this re-
gard, he highlighted that US 
Corporation, Apache Oil and 
Gas, recently announced a 
major oil find off the coast of 
Suriname. 

With an estimated resource 
potential of 13.6 billion bar-
rels , the United States Geo-
logical Survey ranks the 
Guyana-Suriname Basin 
second in the world for pro-
spectivity among the world’s 
unexplored basins and 12th 
for oil among all the world’s 
basins – explored and unex-
plored.

Outside of Guyana and Su-
riname, Dr. Rowley said that 
other Caribbean countries are 
seeking to capitalise on the 
interest shown in the region 
by the investing energy com-
panies.

In this regard, he pointed 
out that Barbados has grant-
ed licences to the Australian 
multinational conglomerate, 
BHP to explore off its South-
East Coast and to the Spanish 
company Repsol to explore to 
the Northwest of the island.

In the meantime, Tullow 

and its partners continue to 
prospect on a huge block to 
the south of Jamaica on the 
Pedro Banks, while the Baha-
mas Petroleum Company is 
conducting exploration to the 
South-West of Andros Island.

He also reminded that 
Global Petroleum Group has 
found some gas close to Gre-
nada’s maritime border with 
Venezuela.

Considering the forego-
ing developments, the Prime 
Minister was keen to note that 
Trinidad and Tobago, with its 
long history in the industry, 
is well poised to assist the 
new entrants being Guyana, 
Grenada, Barbados, Jamaica 
and the Bahamas, in the de-
velopment of their petroleum 
sectors.

He said that to date, Trini-
dad has entered into Memo-

randa of Co-operation with 
Guyana, Grenada and Barba-
dos for provision of techni-
cal assistance. He also noted 
that preliminary discussions 
are in their early stages on 
the development of Unitiza-
tion Agreements with Gre-
nada and Barbados for the 
exploitation of hydrocarbons 
reservoirs that extend beyond 
our respective maritime bor-
ders.

The Prime Minister said 
that Trinidad and Tobago by 
virtue of its location has an op-
portunity to provide logistical 
and offshore support to oper-
ators in the emerging Carib-
bean Oil and Gas economies. 
He said that this will require 
the expansion of the coun-
try’s marine infrastructure on 
its South East Coast.

Dr. Rowley said that ac-
tive consideration is being 
given to the expansion of the 
Galeota Port to meet the de-
mand for services that will 
be generated by exploration 
in new marine blocks on the 
South East and East Coasts 
of Trinidad and Tobago and 
in offshore oil and gas devel-
opments in the Guianas and 
other Caribbean countries.

Trinidad seeks “fair share” of earned 
revenue from Guyana’s oil resources

Acclaimed poet Edward Kamau Brathwaite, 
one of the godfathers of modern West Indian 
literature, who coined the term ” nation lan-
guage” in championing creolisation in Ca-
ribbean culture and thought has died, four 
months short of his 90th  birthday.

He is credited with extensive writing and 

thought in developing the concept of Creole 
identity, a predominantly Afrocentric mindset.

This now leaves novelist George Lamming 
as the sole surviving Barbadian contributor 
to post-war Caribbean English literature, fol-
lowing the death of novelist Paule Marshall 
in the US.

Acclaimed poet Edward Kamau 
Brathwaite passes away

Acclaimed poet Edward Kam-
au Brathwaite passes away
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Law enforcers and legal experts in 
the Caribbean are now better equipped 
to combat cyber criminals, thanks to a 
Commonwealth workshop.

A four-day ‘Train the Trainers’ session 
to increase understanding around cyber-
crime and electronic evidence has been 
held in Barbados.

The workshop was a collaboration 
between the Commonwealth and the 
Caribbean Community Implementation 
Agency for Crime and Security (CAR-
ICOM IMPACS).

It was funded by the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office as part of the im-
plementation of the Caribbean Regional 
Cybersecurity/Crime Action Plan.

The aim was to equip participants 
from various Commonwealth Caribbe-
an countries with skills and knowledge 
of electronic evidence required to fulfil 
their roles in cybercrime and cyber-en-
abled cases.

Attendees included trainers from the 
three major law schools in the Caribbe-

an, the police, officers of departments 
of public prosecution, lawyers, officers 
of the regional security systems, parlia-
mentary counsel, digital forensic exam-
iners and information and communica-
tions technology officers.

The workshop focused on the han-
dling, presentation and admissibility re-
quirements of electronic evidence, and 
provided trainers with the tools to em-
bed the learning in their respective juris-
dictions.

Materials produced by the Common-
wealth, including a Good Practice Guide 
for Digital Evidence: An Introductory 
Guide for Law Enforcement Officer, 
Prosecutors, Judges, were given out as 
consultants took participants through the 
training exercise.

The UK High Commissioner to Bar-
bados and Eastern Caribbean, Janet 
Douglas, addressed the opening of the 
workshop.

Matthew Moorhead, acting head of 
the Commonwealth Office of Civil and 

Criminal Justice Reform (OCCJR), said 
the 40-plus participants would now 
return to law enforcement agencies, 
courtrooms, and law schools across the 
Caribbean ready to train colleagues to 
combat cybercrime and handle electron-
ic evidence.

He added: “We are proud to be leading 
this important programme of work.

“Cybercrime is an increasing menace 
in the digital age, causing financial dam-
age running into billions of dollars and 
having many other serious consequenc-
es.”

Commonwealth helps 
strengthen fight against 
cybercrime in Caribbean

The Council for Human 
and Social Development 
(Health) held an Emergency 
Meeting via video confer-
ence, earlier this week, under 
the chairmanship of Minister 
of Health, Wellness and the 
Environment, Antigua and 
Barbuda Hon Molwyn Jo-
seph.

Secretary General of the 
Caribbean Community, Am-
bassador Irwin LaRocque, 
joined the meeting from the 
CARICOM Headquarters in 
Georgetown, Guyana.

Representatives of the Ca-

ribbean Public Health Agen-
cy (CARPHA), the Carib-
bean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency (CDE-
MA), the CARICOM Imple-
mentation Agency for Crime 
and Security (IMPACS) – all 
Community Institutions – as 
well as the Pan American 
Health Organisation (PAHO), 
provided updates to the Min-
isters and Officials in relation 
to a Regional Response and 
Guidelines for action on the 
Novel Corona Virus (nCoV 
19).

The Florida Caribbean 

Cruise Association (FCCA) 
also made a presentation to 
the meeting regarding the 
measures they have imple-
mented to minimise the trans-
mission of the disease.

The Ministers and Offi-
cials agreed that the com-
prehensive Communications 
Strategy would address mis-
information about the virus, 
as well as provide citizens 
with correct information on 
how the situation is being ad-
dressed.

The strategy will target var-
ious audiences and include 

information about the ways 
in which the virus can be pre-
vented, transmitted and con-
trolled.

It was also recommended 
at the meeting that the Re-
gion agree to a coordinated, 
standard approach for han-
dling of entry to air and sea 
ports. Issues such as the roles 
and functions of personnel 
at the ports; transporting of 
samples for testing; dialogue 
with airlines and cruise lines; 
and action to be taken before, 
during and after an outbreak, 
were all discussed.

CARICOM to combat coronavirus misinformation
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St. Kitts has announced the 
opening of KOI Resort St. 
Kitts, Curio Collection by 
Hilton, which represents the 
brand’s debut on island as 
well as KOI Hospitality’s first 
entry into the hotel space. 
The 102-room oceanfront 
haven is the latest addition to 
St. Kitts’ growing hotel port-
folio, having most recently 
welcomed the Park Hyatt St. 
Kitts at Christophe Harbour 
to the destination in Novem-
ber 2017.

“We are thrilled to be home 
to the Hilton brand’s first 
property in St. Kitts as well as 
the first KOI Hospitality ho-
tel,” said the Hon. Mr. Lind-
say F.P. Grant, Minister of 
Tourism, International Trade, 
Industry and Commerce. “As 
we continue to build and de-
velop our stayover tourism, 
the addition of select upscale 
properties balances the stra-
tegic growth of our airlift 
service from key non-stop 
gateways and flow markets. 
The opening of Koi Resort 
St. Kitts not only adds room 
stock to our current hotel in-
ventory, it provides further 
diversity in the accommo-
dations options we can offer 
visitors.”

Racquel Brown, CEO of 
the St. Kitts Tourism Au-
thority, added, “The opening 
of KOI Resort St. Kitts as a 
Curio Collection by Hilton 
brand that appeals to the ex-
periential destination travel-
ers who comprise our prima-
ry target market is a benefit to 

our tourism sector. As more 
lifestyle travelers are choos-
ing St. Kitts as their destina-
tion of choice, it will help us 
to remain ‘on the rise’ in what 
is one of the most competi-
tive regions in the world for 
tourism.”

KOI Hospitality owns and 
operates the acclaimed KOI 
restaurants in New York, Los 
Angeles, Las Vegas and addi-
tional international locations. 
Meaning ‘love’ in Japanese, 
the ‘KOI’ name was the in-
spiration behind the love and 
care that was put into the 
property, including the re-
sort’s meticulously appointed 
guest rooms, delectable cui-
sine and poolside program-
ming. 

Situated along Half Moon 
Bay adjacent to the Royal 
St. Kitts Golf Club, KOI Re-
sort St. Kitts is launching a 
new lifestyle, vibe and frame 
of mind for those visiting 
the destination by offering 
Asian-inspired design, lo-
cally-inspired programming, 
globally celebrated cuisine 
by KOI Hospitality and im-
measurable experiences for 
travelers.  

Set on prime beachfront 
property just minutes from 
the Robert L Bradshaw In-
ternational airport, KOI Re-
sort St. Kitts features 102 
guestrooms, a full-service 
pool terrace overlooking the 
ocean, a well-equipped gym, 
upscale spa treatments and 
a variety of elevated dining 
options, including the famed 
KOI Restaurant. 

Guestrooms feature floor-
to-ceiling windows lead-
ing out to tranquil terraces 
with panoramic views of the 
ocean, golf course or nearby 
mountains and offer a variety 
of signature design elements 
and luxurious amenities in-
cluding soothing rain show-
ers, relaxing bathtubs, lavish 
beds and modern comforts.

The resort’s pool is situat-
ed just steps from the ocean 
and includes a terrace com-
plete with plush lounge beds. 
Notable amenities include 
the Kaya Spa, offering with 
a wide variety of body treat-
ments, massages and facials 
in a tranquil setting, and an 
on-site fitness facility at the 
well-appointed Kaya Well-
ness. 

Three culinary outlets offer 
style, haute cuisine and atten-
tive service: the KOI Restau-
rant brand’s signature KOI 
Restaurant, a sophisticated 
blend of modern elegance 
and Asian tradition serving 
Japanese cuisine; Jaya Kitch-
en & Cocktails, the resort’s 
poolside bar and restaurant 
serving beach-inspired en-
trees and snacks; and Jaya 
Ultra Lounge, serving a menu 
of Caribbean-inspired liba-
tions and customized craft 
cocktails.

Every detail of the property 
was curated by the KOI Hos-
pitality executive team to re-
tain the vision of KOI restau-
rants with design that appeals 
to all senses. 

They have created experi-
ences at the highest quality 
standard that are intended to 
provide a sanctuary for lo-
cals and visitors alike. With 
a striking yet minimalistic 
design, the lobby interiors 
were inspired by the majestic 
and zen vibe reminiscent of 
Southeast Asia adorned with 
handcrafted details, rich tex-
tures and unique pieces of art 
inspired by the local culture.

St. Kitts welcomes Koi Resort, 
Curio Collection by Hilton
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Amazon.com Inc. closed 
with a valuation above $1 
trillion for the first time on 
Tuesday, after failing to 
hold above that threshold 
through the end of a trading 
day in the previous two ses-
sions.

The stock closed up 2.3%, 
with the e-commerce com-
pany ending the day with a 
market cap of $1.021 tril-
lion. Amazon briefly joined 
the 13-digit club on Friday, 
with shares surging in the 
wake of a blowout earnings 
report, but the stock closed 
off its high and ended with 
a valuation of $999.96 bil-
lion. The pattern repeated 
on Monday, with an intra-
day bounce above the level 
failing to hold.

This was something of a 

familiar story for the com-
pany. Amazon first earned a 
$1 trillion valuation in Sep-
tember 2018, but that was 
also on an intraday basis, 
and it failed to stay above 

the level through the close. 
The company also neared it 
in July 2019, again without 
success.

Amazon is only the fourth 
U.S. stock to close with this 

valuation, following Apple 
Inc., Microsoft Corp., and 
Alphabet Inc., which joined 
the elite club for the first 
time just last month. Alpha-
bet closed with a market 
valuation of about $993 bil-
lion on Tuesday after a dis-
appointing earnings report 
sent the stock down 2.5%. 
Globally, the list also in-
cludes Saudi Aramco, Saudi 
Arabia’s national oil com-
pany, which currently has 
a market cap of about $1.8 
trillion.

The milestone also further 
extends the wealth of Jeff 
Bezos, Amazon’s chief ex-
ecutive officer, who owns 
more than 11.5% of out-
standing Amazon shares, 
according to data compiled 
by Bloomberg. Bezos, the 
richest man in the world, 
has a net worth of about 
$124 billion.

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International

Amazon Finally Closes Above $1 
Trillion After Months of Flirting
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The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) says there is 
a “window of opportunity” 
to stop the deadly new coro-
navirus becoming a broader 
global crisis.

Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said 
the steps China took to fight 
the virus at its epicentre 
were a good way of stop-
ping its spread.

The praise comes as Chi-
nese officials have been 
widely criticised for their 
initial handling of the out-
break.

At least 427 people have 
died with more than 20,000 
confirmed cases worldwide.

The WHO has declared 
a global health emergency 
over the outbreak but said 
it did not yet constitute a 
“pandemic”, or the world-
wide spread of a new dis-
ease. Officials say 425 peo-
ple have died in China, one 
in Hong Kong and one in 
the Philippines.

About 80% of those who 
died were over the age of 
60, and 75% of them had 
pre-existing health condi-
tions such as cardiovascular 
diseases and diabetes, ac-
cording to China’s National 
Health Commission (NHC).

The new coronavirus 
causes severe acute respi-

ratory infection and symp-
toms usually start with a 
fever, followed by a dry 
cough. Most people infect-
ed are likely to fully recover 
- just as they would from a 
flu.

What did the WHO say?
Speaking at a techni-

cal briefing in Geneva, Dr 
Tedros praised the Chinese 
authorities for their re-
sponse at the epicentre of 
the outbreak - the city of 
Wuhan, in the province of 
Hubei, where millions of 
people are on lockdown and 
severe transport restrictions 
have been imposed.

“There is a window of 
opportunity because of the 
high measures, the strong 
measures China is taking at 
the epicentre, at the source. 
So let’s use this opportunity 
to prevent further spread and 
control it,” he said, stressing 
that developed countries 
were failing to share data.

The comments come a day 
after China’s top leadership 
admitted “shortcomings and 
deficiencies” in the coun-
try’s response. The govern-
ment has also been accused 
of downplaying the severity 
of the virus at the start of the 
outbreak and in some cases, 
attempting to keep news of 
it secret.

Coronavirus: 
Window of 

opportunity to 
act, World Health 
Organization says

A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D
International
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DES MOINES, Iowa (Re-
uters) - Pete Buttigieg took 
a narrow lead in the first 
batch of long-delayed re-
sults from the chaotic Iowa 
Democratic Party caucus-
es on Tuesday, and former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
trailed badly in fourth place 
with about 62% of precincts 
reporting.

U.S. Senator Bernie 
Sanders was a close sec-
ond place and U.S. Senator 
Elizabeth Warren placed 
third in the first results, re-
leased nearly 21 hours after 
Iowans poured into more 
than 1,600 public locations 
to begin the five-month 
process of picking a chal-
lenger to Republican Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

In Tuesday’s first results 
of state delegate equiva-
lents, the data traditionally 
reported to determine the 
winner, Buttigieg, the for-
mer mayor of South Bend, 
Indiana, had 26.9%, Sand-
ers had 25.1%, Warren 
18.3% and Biden 15.6%. 
Senator Amy Klobuchar 

was fifth at 12.6%.
If elected, Buttigieg, 38, 

would be the first openly 
gay U.S. president. A mil-
itary veteran, he served in 
Afghanistan before becom-
ing mayor of South Bend, a 
city of 102,000 people. 

Sanders, 78, was ahead 
in the popular vote, which 
is not used to determine the 
delegates who will cast bal-
lots at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention in July. 
An independent, Sanders 
calls himself a democratic 

socialist. 
It was a clumsy start to 

voting. Officials blamed 
inconsistencies related to 
a new mobile app used for 
vote counting for the un-
usual delay in Iowa, the 
state that traditionally kicks 
off a U.S. presidential elec-
tion campaign that culmi-
nates this year on Nov. 3. 

The uncertainty en-
raged Democrats worried 
it would only strengthen 
Trump’s bid for re-election 
and prompted some Dem-

ocratic candidates’ cam-
paigns to question whether 
the results would be legiti-
mate. 

“As leader of the party I 
apologize deeply for this,” 
Iowa State Party Chairman 
Troy Price told reporters. 
“We’ve been working day 
and night to make sure 
these results are accurate.” 

Some Democrats have 
long complained that the 
largely white farm state 
has an outsized role in de-
termining the party’s presi-

Buttigieg takes lead, Biden lags in 
Democrats’ first 2020 results

Democratic presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg
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The wife of the prime 
minister of Lesotho is to be 
charged with murdering his 
previous wife.

First Lady Maesaiah Tha-
bane handed herself in to be 
questioned by police in the 
southern African mountain 
kingdom.

Prime Minister Thomas 
Thabane has also been ques-
tioned about the killing.

His estranged wife, Li-
polelo Thabane, was shot 
dead outside her home in 

the capital Maseru two days 
before his inauguration in 
2017.

The couple were involved 
in bitter divorce proceed-
ings at the time.

The attack was originally 
blamed on unknown armed 
men, but recent court papers 
filed by the country’s police 
commissioner, Holomo Mo-
libeli, have raised further 
questions.

An arrest warrant was is-
sued for 42-year-old Maesa-

iah Thabane on 10 January 
after she disappeared.

She was “picked from the 
border” with South Africa 
on Tuesday after an arrange-
ment between her lawyers 
and police, police spokes-
man Mpiti Mopeli told AFP 
news agency.

Police Commissioner Ho-
lomo Molibeli told the BBC 
that she was being held in 
custody and would be for-
mally charged in court on 
Wednesday.

It is not clear if Maesaiah 
Thabane will apply for bail 
at the court appearance. Mr 
Molibeli said police will op-
pose her bid if she does, as 
she is believed to be a flight 
risk.

Maesaiah Thabane’s law-
yer, Rethabile Setlojoane, 
told the BBC he could not 
comment on the case.

Eight others in Lesotho 
and South Africa are also re-
portedly facing charges over 
the murder.

Last month, Mr Thabane 
agreed to be questioned by 
the police. On the day he 
was questioned, hundreds 
of opposition supporters 
marched through the streets 
of the capital, Maseru, de-
manding his immediate res-
ignation.

As pressure over the case 
mounted, Mr Thabane an-
nounced his intention to re-
sign on 16 January, but did 
not specify a date when he 
would do so.

Mr Thabane framed the 
decision to step down as 
retirement, making no ref-
erence to the allegations 
against him and his wife.

The governing party and 
the opposition have accused 
the leader of hindering the 
investigation into his previ-
ous wife’s murder.

Mr Thabane and his cur-
rent wife have not yet com-
mented on the case.

Lesotho First Lady
Maesaiah Thabane faces charge of murdering rival

Thomas Thabane (centre) at his inauguration in 2017 with Maesaiah Thabane, while King Letsie III 
(right) looks on
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Your creative star is in the as-
cendant, and there are those 
who are rather impressed 
with you or your perfor-
mance. Redouble your efforts 
and magnify the impression.

Certain business or personal ar-
rangements may no longer be 
ringing your bell the way they 
once did. You could gain altitude 
if you chose to jettison those that 
are weighing you down.

If you agree to a course of 
action that fundamentally ir-
ritates you just to terminate 
a discussion, you could find 
yourself in a real bind. Stick 
to your guns and say, “No 
thanks.”

Examine the ways a venture 
could be structured so that it 
takes your creative and eco-
nomic needs into account. 
Right now you have a blank 
canvas upon which you can 
design whatever you want. 
So grab your crayons.

There’s really no reason to 
worry about future events. 
Your time is far better spent 
becoming excited about the 
fun you can have extracting 
enjoyment from your exist-
ing-the operative word is ex-
isting-resources.

Your perfectionist tenden-
cies notwithstanding, review 
some of the activities that you 
would enjoy but don’t actual-
ly do because you aren’t ex-
pert at them. Can you guess 
the rest? That’s right-get out 
there and do them.

While there is always a com-
fort to be derived from fa-
miliar routines and patterns, 
there’s a heaping helping of 
inspiration to be drawn from 
the untried. Let the unknown 
take you for a spin today.

Try to get as much work done 
as possible. Within a few 
days, the desire to industri-
ously produce widgets will 
be replaced by the urge to loll 
under a tree, while holding a 
beverage with a parasol in it.

It’s possible you’ve made a 
choice that you’re not entirely 
crazy about. You didn’t actu-
ally engrave the agreement 
in stone, did you? Good, be-
cause then there’s still time to 
change your plan.

If you’re looking for inspiration, 
the instructions are simple. Any-
thing that propels you out of 
your rut or your routine, even 
temporarily, is a growth oppor-
tunity of the first order.

If you’re doing what you en-
joy doing, carry on. If you 
aren’t-and only you know for 
sure-you ought to seriously 
consider what would have 
to happen for you to feel the 
love.

Have confidence in your ef-
forts. You have quite an as-
sortment of options and a 
wealth of talents, all of which 
are far more worthy of your 
attention than the hole in the 
bucket, dear ‘Liza or Henry.

Aries (Mar 21 – Apr 19) Libra (Sep 23 – Oct 22)

Gemini (May 21 – Jun 20) Sagittarius (Nov 22 – Dec 21)

Leo (Jul 23 – Aug 22) Aquarius (Jan 20 – Feb 18)

Taurus (Apr 20 – May 20) Scorpio (Oct 23 – Nov 21)

Cancer (Jun 21 – Jul 22) Capricorn (Dec 22 – Jan 19)

Virgo (Aug 23 – Sept 22)
Pisces (Feb 19 – Mar 20)

Your Stars Foretold
Leisure
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answer to last puzzle

Download Pointe FM App

Non Sequitur Big Nate

Pearls Before SwineCathy

C L A S S I F I E D

SALE!!!
ON SAMSUNG PHONE  
& LG PHONES @
Donofficial Accesso-
ries Store
Upper Nevis Street 
Tel # 268 720 4488
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From bushfire smoke to the treat-
ment of Navratilova and McEnroe to 
Djokovic’s meltdown in the final, ten-
nis bounced from one PR disaster to 
the next in Melbourne.

Few sports guard their image with as 
much diligence as tennis. For a fort-
night the pretty face of the gentle game 
took a battering in Melbourne, bounc-
ing from one public relations disaster 
to another, and the bruises will last.

The image meltdown began with the 
reluctance of the Australian Open to 
acknowledge with sufficient speed and 
clarity what everyone in the city – ev-
eryone in the country and around the 
world – knew about the choking ef-
fects of bushfire smoke. It then moved 
on to the similar impact the twisted 
moral rectitude of Margaret Court had 
on everyone not born in the 19th cen-
tury, most publicly Martina Navratilo-
va and John McEnroe, who objected 
to the 77-year-old legend’s hardwired 
homophobia and almost forgotten 
apartheid apologia. Holy smoke, in-
deed.

Presentation is everything. While 
the cheerleading television companies 
covering the first slam of the season 
for a worldwide audience of many 
millions could hardly ignore what 

their viewers saw through the yellow/
brown haze on the screens, most dra-
matically the on-court coughing col-
lapse of Dalila Jakupovic, it took the 
tournament days to satisfy the curios-
ity of the media and the inquiries of 
worried players and spectators about 
what constitutes safe air in Melbourne 
Park.

The pollution eased; Court got 
guarded semi-apologies from Navra-
tilova and McEnroe, but she did not 
reciprocate. The tournament and TV 
pretended, risibly, that Navratilova 
and McEnroe had broken hitherto un-
known “safety protocols” – not what 
they actually did, which was to em-
barrass Court. Navratilova talked to 
TV and McEnroe put out a statement, 
agreeing.

But there was one exclamation mark 
left to put on the sentence of embar-
rassment. It arrived at the end of the 
ninth game in the second set of the 
men’s final on Sunday evening when 
Novak Djokovic had his Serena Wil-
liams moment. He was enraged, with 
minor justification, that two violations 
for slow serving had shredded the steel 
grip he normally has on his emotions. 
So, with all the assurance of an enti-
tled champion, he tapped the foot of 

the chair umpire, Damien Dumusois, 
and, to borrow from Australian argot, 
“gave him a serve”.

When he should have “let it go 
through to the ‘keeper”, Djokovic had 
“a nibble outside off” and explod-
ed. “You made yourself famous in 
this match,” he said to the dignified 
Frenchman. “Great job. Especially in 
the second one. Great job. You made 
yourself famous. Well done man.”

The damage was done. Again. Be-
cause he is playing tennis from Mars 
(albeit via Hades), Djokovic recovered 
to beat Dominic Thiem, cast in the 
Naomi Osaka role here (except, unlike 
the Japanese player in the 2018 Flush-
ing Meadows final against Williams, 
the Austrian lost, and that matters in 
this tale). 

In the euphoria of Djokovic’s eighth 
Melbourne victory, the moment was 
briefly parked, to resurface only when 
the winner remembered his obligation 
to put a sheen on the event. Correctly 
again, he apologised for his crassness. 
Sort of. 

Trying to patch up the image thing 
with a smile, he said: “For touching 
his shoe? I mean, I didn’t know that’s 
completely forbidden. I thought it was 
a nice, really friendly touch.”

Australian Open 2020: the 
tournament that tarnished tennis

Sports News
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Incoming world No 1 set 
to play Texas Open, the 
week before The Masters, in 
hectic run ahead of first ma-
jor of 2020

Rory McIlroy is scheduled 
to play four tournaments in 
five weeks leading into The 
Masters, including the week 
before the first major of the 
year in April.

According to his official 
website, McIlroy has add-
ed the Valero Texas Open 
to his schedule for the first 
time since 2013, meaning 
he will have only one week 
away from competitive golf 
throughout March.

McIlroy’s only start of 
2020 so far has been at the 
Farmers Insurance Open 
last month, where he fin-
ished three shots behind 
Marc Leishman in a tie for 
third, and he is back in ac-
tion at next week’s Genesis 
Open near Los Angeles.

The 30-year-old, who will 
return to the top of the world 
rankings when they are up-
dated on Monday, then faces 
a hectic spell of tournament 
golf starting with the WGC 
Mexico Championship, and 
he is also confirmed to the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational - 
an event he won in 2018.

McIlroy will then defend 
his Players Championship 
title at TPC Sawgrass and, 
following one week off, 
he will also tee it up at the 
WGC-Dell Technologies 
Match Play before heading 
to the Texas Open in the 
week prior to The Masters.

His last visit to TPC San 
Antonio seven years ago re-
sulted in a runner-up finish 
behind Scotland’s Martin 
Laird, but McIlroy’s hopes 
of a maiden Masters victo-
ry the following week were 
dashed by a third-round 79 
as he recorded a tie for 25th 
- 11 strokes adrift of cham-
pion Adam Scott.

The four-time major 
champion did not compet-
ed in the week before the 
Masters the following year 
at the Shell Houston Open, 
finishing in a share of eighth 
place before again being un-
able to mount a serious bid 
for the Green Jacket a week 
later, although he went on 
to win The Open and a sec-
ond PGA crown in a golden 
2014 campaign.

McIlroy has recently in-
sisted he is not putting him-
self under extra pressure to 
end his five-and-a-half-year 
wait for a fifth major tri-
umph, and he went into the 

new year with renewed con-
fidence of breaking that bar-
ren run after collecting four 
big wins in 2019.

Ahead of his first event 
of this year at Torrey Pines, 
McIlroy admitted he paid 
the price for slow starts in 
three of the four majors last 
season, something he is de-
termined to rectify this sea-
son.

“When I look back at the 
majors that I’ve won and 
I’ve done well in, I’ve al-
ways started well,” he said. 
“Three of the four majors 
last year I had slow starts, 
but Pebble I started pretty 
good.

“There’s a lot of build-up 
and a lot of hype going into 
those tournaments, and I 
feel like I did a pretty good 

job of trying to shut my-
self away from all of that 
stuff, but there’s still certain 
things that get in there.

“Sometimes you go out 
in the first draw and you’re 
trying to sort of play your 
way in the golf tournament, 
make a few pars and play 
protective golf a little bit, 
and that’s never really been 
in my nature.

“I’m the other way, right? 
I start aggressively, and if I 
do and I play well, I usual-
ly keep myself up there in 
the tournament for the most 
part. 

“So it was just slow starts 
for the most part that held 
me back last year and that’s 
something that I’m going to 
try to improve on this year.” 
(skysports.com)

Rory McIlroy to head into The Masters 
after four events in five-week spell

Rory McIlroy will play tournament golf in the week before the 
Masters for the first time since 2014
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Bravo, Powell, Allen recalled 

for Sri Lanka ODI series

Darren Bravo, Fabien 
Allen and Rovman Pow-
ell have been recalled to 
a 15-member West Indies 
squad that will play in the 
upcoming One-Day In-
ternational (ODI) Series 
against Sri Lanka later this 
month.

Meanwhile, left-handed 
batsmen Evin Lewis and 
Shimron Hetmyer have 
been omitted from the 
squad which played the re-
cent Colonial Medical In-
surance ODI series against 
Ireland after failing to attain 
the new minimum standard 
fitness requirements in re-
cent assessments.

The squad will depart the 
Caribbean on Saturday and 
will have a pre-series camp 
in Colombo before they 
face the hosts in three ODIs.

“Darren Bravo and 
Rovman Powell owe their 

recall to their outstanding 
performance in the Colo-
nial Medical Super50 tour-
nament.  Bravo brings good 
form, a renewed appetite 
for runs and lots of experi-
ence, which will benefit the 
team tremendously. 

Powell who is back from 
injury, will add batting fire-
power to the line-up, in-
crease the team’s bowling 
options and strengthen the 
fielding unit,” said Lead Se-
lector Roger Harper while 
explaining the reasons for 
the recall of the previously 
omitted players.

“Evin Lewis and Shimron 
Hetmyer missed out due 
to the fact that they came 
up short in the fitness test.  
They will be missed.

“Lewis was the team’s 
best batsman in the recent 
Colonial Medical Insurance 
ODI Series against Ireland 

where he batted with great 
composure and proved the 
bedrock for the team’s Se-
ries win. 

Hetmyer appeared to be 
getting his act together and 
was an integral part of the 
team’s batting group.”

The matches will be 
played at Sinhalese Sports 
Club; the Mahinda Ra-
japaksa International Sta-
dium in Hambantota and 
the Pallakele International 
Cricket Stadium in Kandy.

Two T20 internationals 
will follow the ODIs and 
the squad for that series will 
be named at a later date.

FULL SQUAD: Kieron 
Pollard (captain), Shai 
Hope (vice-captain), Fabian 
Allen, Sunil Ambris, Darren 
Bravo, Roston Chase, Shel-
don Cottrell, Jason Holder, 
Alzarri Joseph, Brandon 
King, Keemo Paul, Nicho-

las Pooran, Rovman Pow-
ell, Romario Shepherd, and 
Hayden Walsh.

 The match schedule is 
outlined below:

 February 17 – warm-up 
at P Sara Oval;

February 20 – warm-up 
vs SLC President’s XI – 
CMCG, Katunayake;

February 22 – 1st ODI at 
Sinhalese Sports Club, Co-
lombo;

February 26 – 2nd ODI at 
Mahinda Rajapaksa Inter-
national Stadium, Hamban-
tota;

March 1 – 3rd ODI at 
Pallekele International 
Cricket Stadium, Kandy;

March 4 – 1st T20I at 
Pallekele International 
Cricket Stadium, Kandy;

Match 6 – 2nd T20I at 
Pallekele International 
Cricket Stadium, Kandy 
(sportsmax.tv)
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Bookmakers are “consid-
ering” a voluntary ban on 
football shirt sponsorship 
and pitchside advertising, 
a parliamentary committee 
has heard.

It would expand on the 
whistle-to-whistle ban on 
television gambling adverts 
introduced last year.

Half of Premier League 
clubs and 17 of 24 Champi-
onship clubs are sponsored 
by bookmakers.

That had led to concerns 
about the potential impact 
on young fans and vulnera-
ble people.

Brigid Simmonds, chair of 
the The Betting and Gaming 
Council (BGC), which rep-
resents 90% of the betting 
and gaming industry, told 
the House of Lords’ Gam-
bling Industry Committee 
that the whistle-to-whistle 
ban has reduced gambling 
advertising on television by 
85%.

However, she conceded 
that some of the advertising 
may have moved online and 
added: “We may well need 
to do more and we are abso-
lutely open to that.”

Asked whether her or-
ganisation was considering 
banning gambling logos 
from football shirts and pe-
rimeter stadium advertising, 
she said: “We are certainly 
looking at the whole issue 
of sponsorship.

“I think, as one of us said 
earlier, there are good mes-

sages. All the sponsorship 
that goes with clubs is about 
putting responsible messag-
es on shirts as well as the 
name. 

“We can consider this go-
ing forward, we are active 
in considering it.

“But I would also say, as 
someone who has worked 
a lot in sport in the last 50 
years, that actually grass-
roots sports benefit from a 
lot of the money that is put 
into sport. 

“We want that sponsor-
ship to be used responsibly.” 

GVC, the parent company 
of Ladbrokes and Coral, has 
already withdrawn its spon-
sorship in football.

Its chief executive Kenny 

Alexander called for a wider 
industry move in this area, 
saying: “I think it needs to 
be seriously cut down.”

He added: “Is the industry 
too much in the face of the 
consumer at the moment?

“Is there too much TV ad-
vertising, is there too much 
sponsorship? I think that is 
undoubtedly the case and 
something I feel should be 
looked at.

“There are probably too 
many gambling adverts and 
too much noise about gam-
bling in front of consumers 
in the UK at the moment.”

John Coates, joint chief 
executive of Bet365 and 
vice-chairman of Stoke 
City, said “I do hear the 

concerns” about the amount 
of advertising and said he 
“welcomes” the review of 
the Gambling Act.

However, he also said: 
“Stoke City survives on the 
money we put into it.”

Meanwhile, Conor Grant, 
chief operating officer of 
Sky Betting and Gaming, 
which sponsors the EFL, 
said: “I think it is import-
ant that we do have the 
opportunity to advertise as 
a business and I think it is 
really important we do that 
responsibly.

“The tone with which we 
do it, and the frequency, is 
all up for discussion. We 
welcome the review that is 
happening.”

Gambling in football 
Bookmakers considering ban on shirt and pitchside advertising

10 clubs in the Premier League are currently sponsored by gambling firms
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West Indies head coach Phil Simmons 
must adjust quickly to conditions on 
the subcontinent when the team takes 
on Sri Lanka in the upcoming One Day 
International (ODI) series in Colombo.

Three changes have been made to 
the squad that recently played against 
Ireland in the Caribbean, with Darren 
Bravo, Rovman Powell and Fabien 
Allen returning to the squad.  With the 
exception of Bravo, Jason Holder, and 

captain Kieron Pollard very few of the 
team have experience playing in Asia.

“The most important thing is for us 
to adjust quickly to the conditions that’s 
why we’ll go in there a few days early,” 
Simmons said.

“How we played in Lucknow against 
Afghanistan is the kind of wicket we’re 
going to be getting there and we need 
to play in the same way to train in the 
same way,” he added.

“We need the same attitude that we 
played against India.  I think if we can 
get the attitude right we will come out 
on top in the series.”

The ODIs will be played at Sinhalese 
Sports Club; the Mahinda Rajapaksa 
International Stadium in Hambantota; 
and the Pallakele International Cricket 
Stadium in Kandy. The ODIs will be 
followed by two T20 Internationals in 
Kandy. (sportsmax.tv)

Windies must adapt quickly 
insists coach Simmons

Windies coach Phil Simmons.


